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THE 

PREFACE 

To THE READER. 

WHEN for my own private fatisfaftion I firft be- 
gan to inquire into the origind conllitution of 
Burghs, in this and foreign nations, what they were, 
and whence their great liberties and privileges. In 
our oEdinary writers, whofocver they were, that dif- 
courfcd of them as they came in their way, I found 
little elfe but |)refcnption, and pretend ed_ufage and 
poffleifion time out of mind, vouched for the great in- 
dependent rights they have claimed, and do challenge. 
And truly by the notion thcfc writers have, and 
(their readers cannot but have, of them, according to 
their informations, they leem to hav^^been tternal, or . 
at lead aaval with the creation,^ndTo many ready 
wrought, and framed, fmall Commonwealths lifted 
out •■fthcfAflw, and fixed upon the furface of the 
<arth, with their Walls, Gates, Town or Gild-halls, 
Courts, Liberties, Cuftoms, Privileges, Freedoms, 
Jurifdictions, Magiitrates, and Officers, in their For- 
malities, and all extravagant, uncontroulable, and 
abfolute l^owers, and abfurd Rights, they have of 
fate years pretended to. , 

But, whoever will fcrioufly perufe this Treatife, 
fliall And the dates of their originals, and gradual 
augmentations, and mull confefs they have nothing 
of the greatnefs and authority they boaft of, but from 
the bounty of our ancient Kings, and their fucceflbrs, ' 
notwithftanding any other confirmations or acquired 
fight, they may all edge, and acknowledge that prefcrip- 



tion, \ and pretended immemorial cuftoms or ufages t S« Appm. 
afail not, when there are charters or other records j*- ' ^t^'^ ^ 
which (hew, that in this cafe (of what weight foever,^jfoi/_j^.B. 
they maybe in other,) they are mere conjet^ures, c. D.E. 
words of courfe, and the popular aflertions of fuch 
^eji, as eidier kliew not how, or Wouldj or for their 
I^z more 
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PREFACE. 

more gainful employmptits could not .look into thofe 
greft monuments of antiquity, and difcoverers of 
uwth. 

And therefore I have oppofed matter of faft, 
through the whole difcourfe to thefc fond imagina- 
tions, and eafy notions, and for the cleai-er demon- 
Aration of what I intended to evince, have produced 
^ll the inftances of Ci'lies, Burgh, and Tovms in both 
the boolcs called Demefiiay-Boaksy from whence I 
could receive any fatisfaiSion of the condition and im- 
port of Burghs and Bwgtjfts in the Saxon times, v/ith- 
outany particular deductions from thefc iiiflances, or 
remarks upon them. 

'Tis eafy for any man that will but note them to 
obfcrve, that according to the modern way of fpeak- 
ing, they then made but a fmall figure in the nation ; 
to be fure the Burghs were not diiliniS Common- 
wealths or GoverniT>pnts, nor the Burgtjfes Statefmen, 
or people of much intereft, whatfoevcr fome popular 
and factious writers, who fcpbbl^ by rote, and accord- 
ing to their own fancies, have delivered to the 
contrary. 

Many other places not named in this Treatife, are 
cither called Burghs in the Conqueror's furvey, or 
there are Burgrjfts mentioned in the defcription of 
them J feveraJ of which are not now cftecmed Burghi, 
nor is there any light of information to be had from 
them, what Burghs or Burgejes then were, as Terthjij, 
Louth md Stan/crd in Linco^Jbhe, Staiaings'm Ejfcty 
Scepujhuri or Shaflfiury in Dorfeljhire, Doyinhone or 
■.Dauntimt, Thtoduhifide^ Sarefiuruy fVitton, Maimfiury, 
Chrkhladi, and Caun in fVdls. Liikford atid Totnejft 
in Drvon^ Co/chtjier and Maiden in Efftx^ fVincheUumb 
in Ghcejlerjhiri, Hereford, Snetting^ham, or Notling- 
bam, thefe have the hare namti only 6i Burghs, or fome 
Bar^^^i are faid to have lived in them, yithouC ai\jr 
thing relating totheirquality or condition. 

London and ff'lnche/ier are not defcribed in this fuf* 
vey ; in Worcijler, Derby, and Lincoln, the name of 
Burgefs not mentioned. Brijlol not to be found in 
the furvey, it was made a city and county ^j Ed. HI. 
though a Burgh long before, Bridgnuattr not t(> \fi 
rouiu) 
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fbund there, nor Mituheai, Lin, or Lett in NtrfcUoaly 
mentioned, but not as a Burgh, or town of note. 

'Tis oflly &(] of Glocestre. Ttmpart Rtgis Ed- 
wardi [l] reddehat civitas dt Ghwcejlrt XXXVl W. [i] DweeH. t 
maneratai h XII fixtaria mellis admtr^uram tju/dem'*^-^^ *• 
Burgi : In the time of King Edivardthc city of Gls- 
ctjttr paid thirty-fix pounds by tale, and twelve Icxta- 
nes or gallons of boncyj according to the meafure of 
the fame Burgh^ nothing further of this Burgh or 
any Burgeiles therein. 

And of Lei^er thus. Civitas dt [2] LideafterixypaA.(.x%'K 
ttmpgre Sjgis Edwardi rtddibat per annum Aigi XXX'-^'^ '• 
Jii, ad nutntrtm h XV fixtaria mellis. ^mndt Rex 
ibat in exercltuter ttrram dt ipfi Surge Xu Burgenfis 
itant cum to. Si vera per mare in hejltm ibat, mittebant 
ti quatuar eques, deeadem Burga ufqut Londnniam adcam- 
pirtanda arma, £r alia qua opui ejfent. That is, the 
city of Leicefter in the time of iCIng Edward paid 
yearly to the King thirty pounds by talcy and fifteen 
lextarles of honey, when the King marched with his 
army by land, there went with him twelve Burgelles 
ofthis£arf£} when he went by fea againft an enemy^ 
he had four horfes fent from the fame £urgh to 
Lvndanxo carry arms, or other necelTaries ; nothing 
more of this Burgh or it& Burgeffet in the furvey. 

Wo may note from both thefc laft towns, there was 
not then much difference between a City and Burgh, 
both appellations being given to one and the fame 
town y Leicejier never bad* Bifhops, and at this time* sir EJirud 
Gibc^CT- had none, the great diftindlion grewj aftcrCok*, &«, »H 
cities were made counties by charter. clS^te "* 

N«r was the condition of iMitdon (unlefs men 
would think otherwile from the largenefc of the place 
only) much better, ot the libertiei ind privilegts of it, 
more, or much greater than thofe of other Cities, and 
great Burghs, Notwithftanding the prodigious flat- 
teries, and elevating harangues, it hath been puffed 
up with by the author of J Londinwn TriumphanstX ABookwm- . 
printed and dedicated to the men in authority, m the J^^^^^/4 
year 1682, and by the writings of many others, Hiftorr of lbm< 
ancient and modern, who either on purpofe, or occa- so™! ^"■^n- 
lionally, wrote what they found concerning this city, 
without examination, and fo were deluded by fuch as 
went before them, or by their own imaginations, or 
apprehenfions. Judging of iu fianner ftate and con- 
dition. 
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dition, (or at leall what in their opinion it ought to 
lie,) according to the prefent fplenilor and appearance 
of it. 

And to demonftrate what I have here faid, I caufed 
. the charteri made to the City of LmJon, by Henry the 
Firft, K^ry the Second, jE/fiar:f the Firft, and King 
y^An, to be printed in the Appendix, N. 17. and 18. 
And iikcwife the charters of M^imhejfer, Lincoln, Tori 
vrA, Norwich, granted in the fame times, by com- 
paring of which one with another, there will be 
found but little difference in their compofitions or in 
the immunities, liberties, and privileges granted by them. 
Except that the Citifcnt of Lmdon by the King's 
grant, had power and liberty to dijlrain the goods of 

* ^i?*'^*i'"2ny other C(/(/i'ni, or Burgeiles, or of any % irdiabitantt 
m! °lhTi^. °f *l*^ Counties, where fuch foreign Citifem or Burgeffis 

lived, that were indebtsd to them, if found in Lertdorty 
as is to be feen in the charier of Kfng Henry the Firft, 
N. 17. f. 27. A. and the confirmation of it in general 
words, in all the fubfequent charters, before' noted, 
whereas the Ciiiftni and Burgejfh of other Cities and 
Burghs, by their charters, had not power to dijlrain 
the goods oi 3. country-man, oi i^habilant of the county for 

• Sci DuDwIch their debt, if they were not * debtors to them, or 
Cbtntr'iibo^t-fureties for others. 

Tbr like^io The Cities of Norwich and Lincoln, and all the liher- 

u^KnxCbtxtenf'^'^'^^ fr^^-^Jf'>^' of the City and Gtifens of Londony 

sf BuTghj. in fuch manner as when they did beft, and moil freely 

enjoy them. See Appendix N. 20, and 22, yet never 

pretended to, then, fuch unthought-of liberties. 

And after thefe times, whoever will take the pains 
to read all the charters of London, (tranflated into 
Englifh by S. G. Gent, {though not fo exaflly as he 
pretends,} and dedicated to Sir Robert Clayton, when 
Lord Mayor) which were granted by King Henry the 
Firft, and our fuccelHve Kings, will find that all the 
great privileges is\A liberties, that city lately enjoyed or 
pretended to, were the grants of the King's proge- 
nitors ; and alfo find them fuccefTively, and particu- 
larly granted, as the Citifrns petitioned, bargained, or 
eompBunded for them. And therefore no reafon for 
them to plead immemorial cuflom, or prefcription for 
all, or moft things, that might have been^oun^ granted 
by charter, if thofe employed had had time, or will, to 
have induftrioully perufed them. 



D,a,l,zc.bi,G00gIf 



^Vx\'vVx^VxV| 



-4i*X 

xj4 



><f 



TREATISE 



fengii^ Burghsi or BoiiroiigliSi 

ISAAC CAUSABON in liis Comment upoii 
Strabo and others will have the Greek nv/>y®* 
and the Latin Burgas to be the fame, and the later 
to be derived from the former, and Co to fignifie, a 
Tower, a Caftle, or City. He adds, That the Thra- 
kians and Macedonians pronounced the word Si^y®- 
inftead Of flipr9: 
I 

Cluverms m his [ i ) Gtrmenid Anti^, contradifts CO ^' *9' 9* 
Caulabon and aOerts Biirg to be a pure Qermanwond, oemua 

ftoit that it iignifics. The Kacin'g or Sitiiatitm of vfocd. 
nfanjr Hoilles togedjor, which wi^ called a Vicus or 
Straet^ or Rows of Hoiifes clofe to pne another. Not 
that every Vicus, Street or Congregation of Houses 
was a Burg, but f^phonly as were the Head or Chief 
ffffome Country or Nation; asBATENBURCwasthe 
B chief 
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A TREATISE of 
chief Town of the Batavi, &c. And further notes, 
ThattbewordinitsmoftancieptfignificationikiKitEs 
an Inclosure or Hedge, which was otherwife called 
TuuN or TuYN, in the fame fenfe as wc anciently 
iifed Tun, obToh and, now do Town, and the Scots 
Tune : Which by the French are rendred Bourg or 
Bourgade. To this purpofe [2] Luitprmdui (who 
Jived about the year 940.) fpeaking of the Burgun- 
dians, fays, Ipfi Hmtorum Ccngregalienem qua Mufn 
»a»C/ffHi///KrBiiRGUMtW(»«, They called a Congre- 
gation of Houfes which were not inclofed with a WaU, 
a Burg, That is, it was a great Town, not wal- 
led about. 

,, Du Frefn in his Ghjpiry agrees with Cluverius, and 
fays. The Latins, French, and Germans at firft called 
Numbers of Houfes joined together Burgs, from 
whence their great Towns had the fame Name, and 
that afterwards many Towers and Caftles were built 
for the Security of thofc Towns againft the Attempts 
of Enemies, which were alio called Burgs, which is 
proved by the Termination of many German Towns 
in Burg ; and therefore alTerts the word to be rather 
Vrenth, or German, thait Greek. 

-g Wendelin in his Salk Gkjfary^i AtuatU Words, Jn- 
^ forms us, That Bergh or Berg fometimes ligniiied 
Rmplaculum, a place of Receit, as in Mallo-BER- 
gum, a word derived from Mallus or Mallum, z 
Convention for the Determining of Law-Cafes, and 
Berg the Houfe or Place where it was kept. So in 
the Laws of the [3] Lombards, Velumus uliqtu^ 
ut Demut a Comitej in Ua ubi Mallum tenere debeat, 
conftituaiur, ut prepter Cakrem SaUiy et pluviam publica 
ulilitas nan rimaneat. We will. That a Houfe be built 
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by the Karl where the Mall or Aflizes ought to be 
holden, left the Public£erielii be hind red or put ofF, by 
theheatoftheSun,orRain. Alfo in the [4] CapUu- , . j_.^_ ,, 
lars, Ul in loco ubi malki puhlkm habere foUnty Teilum Tit. j;. 
uU Coitftituotury ^od in hil/erne el EJlate Ohjervatimi 
fjfiptffit. We will, That in the place where Public 
Malls or Law Conventions ought to be kept, there 
may be fuch a Roof or Coveiing provided, as they may 
be holden in Winter and Summer ; in this fenfe 
HiBRBERG is now an Inn, or Houfe of Comnpon Re- 
ceit: which was at hrfta place of Receit for Souldiers, 
(from Here an Army, and Berg as before) and fet upon 
the Public Roman ways. Whence the fame Author 
explaining the word Bekg, faith, That in the Com- 
poUtion of Malberg, (^c. Nen fignificat Montem 
aut Twmdum, fed R/eeptaetdum it Tutamen adverfus 
Tempeftattim inj^urias, i^e. It doth not fignilie an 
Hill, or Hillock, Barrow, Tomb, or Grave, but aplace 
of Receil and Security againft the Inj ury of Weather. 
UniU Burgen tt Bergen efi Tegere ac Tueri, ^c. From 
whence Burgen and Bergen fignifie to Cover and De- 
fend: And from thence Halsberq in Dutch, is an 
Iran Garget or Collar to defend the Neck. Htux- 
BERG, and Haut or HaubeRg an Iron Helmet to 
defend the Head, and Bainberg Iran Baalt to de- 
fend the Legs. 

■— Somner in his Saxatt Didiortafy tells us. That t;uy, BourQugh 
Burg lignifies aCity, Fort, Fortrefs, Tower, Caftle, ■>' Town C«- 
» Bourough, Frec-BouTough or Town Corporate and 
cites Ot^iW for its Derivation from the Saxort Beor- 
GAN in Tutum teciperej fervare, to prefervc and keip 
in fafety. 

■ The Author of the [5] Court- Law of Norwdy [5]P,7o8.7e5. 
gives the fame fenfe of-the word Burcb, Burgh, 
B 2 Borgh, 
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BoRGH, BuRCUM, MtnimeKtam, iecui Edtius, W 
Munitus, adfalutem haimnim, A BercHeh in Tutum 
ttciperCyfervare. 



And whether Burgh was taken for a place of 
Strength, or aplace of Trade, as it wasGuarded with 
the Libei;ties and Privil^s granted by Princes, then 
(and perhaps now altogether neceflary to the advaii- 
tage of Baying Selling, and Trading, by which 
Tradefmen quietly and without difturhance enjOy the 
Benefit of itj Burchs might truly be called Places of 
Safety, Protection, and Privily. But enough of the 
Notation of the word. I fliall proceed tb (hew what 
Cities and Burghs were in reference to Trade and 
other Matters, and of what Value and Reputaciofi 
the Inhabitnnts, 6r Bui^fles were in the Saxon 
Times, and afterwards^ when they becache Parle- 
ment-Burghs. 

.."tfo". NORFULC [6J REX, , , 

Eft Hund. de Flee. 

, Gerrienewa tenuti Rex Etiioardus * femper'hXJC Buf- 

i. e. isv.cn gcfiiy King Edward held Yaittiouth, there were d- 
[''sdw^d M' ^'^J* joBurgefles. And there is in the Survcyitfelf 
if nothing further faid of thefe Burgefles, what th^ dr 
their Condition was. But in a Controverfie [7J that 
happened bnween the Bufgefles Df Yarmouth and the 
' Tenents of the Maner of Luthinglond in Gorlfton arid 
little Yarmouth, in the 12th of Henry the Third, 
about LadingandUnladingofGoods,it appears they 
wbre Merchants and Traders at Sea, and upon the 
Water. That the Kings of England kept-this Buig 
in their own Hands, and received by their Officers 
the Proliis of the Port, until the time of King John, 
K.\ag 



making the 
[7] Appcci 
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King John, who in tho Qth year of his Reign [8] [8] Apptnd. 
Granted the Burg jn Fee-Farm to the Burgefles for ' ** 
ever, at the Rent of Fifty- Five Pounds by the Year 
to be paiJ by the Provofl or BaylifFof Y^irmouth, 
and Granted they Ihould yearly chufe a BaylifFamong 
tbemfelves, fit both to ferve him, and thcmfelves, 

[8]NORFULC. r8]Dom.«v 

Hundrtd dt Tdfard Terra Regis in Tetfsrd, i^t. 
After an EAimate made of the Lands and Mills be- 
longing to the King and Earl or Sheriff it follows. 

In Burga autem tram DCCCCXHUI Bfirgtnfes Tbttfird. 
Xempgre Rtgii Bdwardij de his Rex emnem aijfufludi- 
mm babet: De iflis haminibus trwit XXXVI »>« Do- 
MiNiCi Regis Edwardi, ut ranpoj/iat effe homines Cu~ 
JuJUbet, JiiK licentia Regis ; Alii mates p^terant fjf( ha- 
Piines Cujujlibel^ fed Jemper ttmen Canftuiude Regis re- 
tnanebat prater Herigete. Mado funt DCCXX 
Burgenfes fef CCXXIIII Mqnfura vacua. De j/lut 
Burgerijibus XXI babtnt VI Carucatas ilf LX acr. quas 
tentnt de Rege, (^e. That is. In the Burg there were 
944 Burgefles in the Time of King Edward and the 
King had all the Cuftom they paid, or had of them all 
forts of Cuftom, of thofe men there were 36 fo much 
under the Power of King Edward or fo much hi$ 
ValTals^ as they could not be the ValTals of, or have; 
?ny other Man to be their Patron, without his Li- 
ccnce, all the other might put themfelves under the 
PatronageorProteftion of any other Lord, Butfoaft 
their Cuftom always remained to the King, except 
only the Hereot. Now thereare 720 Burgeflps, ani 
224.Houfes or Dwellings void. Of thefe BurgelTes 2i 
hwe fix Ploygh-Lands and 6p Acres, which th^ 
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TERR^ [9] ROBERTI MALET jm 
SUDFULC. 

DUNEWIC [9] TfHIi// Edricus(/^Les£felde7'. 
R. E. pro una Maneria, & mode RoBERTUS MaleT 
Tunc II Carruc. Terra, mada I, Mare abftulit aliam^ 
Ig femper I Car. inDomimoTwu XI[ Bardar. Modo ' 
II iff XXJIII Franoi homines di XL acr. Ttrra, £3* 
etimem (onfutludinem reddunt huic Manerio, fS TuiK 
C fcf XX Burgenfa, ^ modo CCXXXVI. 

Edrk de Lejcfclde held DoNEwic in the time of 
King Edward for one Maiier, an3 now Robert 

- Malet holds it. Then there were two Plough- 
Lands, now- one, the Sea hath waflied away the other, 
and there wasaJway one PIough-Land in Demeafn, 

, then twelve Bordai?, no\^^ two, and 24 French, or 
Freemen, each 40 Acres, who pay all Cuftom to this 
Maner, and then 120 BurgcfTes and now 236, ^c. 



Til Domtrc 

it fup«, f. 

1. 18. ». 

Norwich. 



For the Qiiality of this Burg and the Condition of 
thcBurgefles, fee the Grant and Confirmation of thei); 
•App«.a.N.3' Liberties, I ;?oio«n;j in the •Appendix, N- 3. 



[I] NORFULC. 

,Erand de Norwh. In Novo Burgo XXXVI Bur- ' 
genfei isf VI JngHd, & ex Annua confuetudine redAebat 
unufquifque s^A. prater FurhfaEluras, de hoc tatb habe- 
hat Rex Dual paries, ts* Comes Tertlam. Modo XLI - 
BuTgenfes Fraud in Dcmi/iio Regis (S Comitls, t^ Ro- . 
gerus Bigot hahet L, ^ Raddidfus de BelUfago XIIII, tS 
HermermViii,^ Rabertus ArhaliJIariusV. Etf Ful- 
cherus homo Jbbalis I (^ Ifac. I tif Rn^. Vifi LupH ^ 
■ inP^ifirino CmitJs, 111. And then it follows, TJw 
T<rra 
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Ttrra Bwienfium erat In Dminia CemUis, fcf • Rod. ou^^'^tK.' 
Csnctffit Regi in Commune ad faciendum Burgttm inter Rebelled igiinft 
/* y R^gmt ut Tejiatur Viceamts, Is omnn Terra ijla ^^l C«,«cror, 
tarn Militum, quam Burgetifium reddunt Regi fuam Ceit- 
fuetudinem. 

There were 36 French Burgeflesin Norwich in the 
New Burg, ajid fix Englifh, and every one paid an 
Annud Cunom of j d. befides their Mulfls and For- 
feitures, The King had two parts of the whole, and 
the Earl the third parr. Now there arc 41 French" 
Btirgefles Vassals tothe King, and Earlj and Roger 
Bigot hath 50, and Ralph de Bellefago hath 14, and 
Hermer 8, and Robert a Manager of Battering En- 
gines 5,Tulcher VaiTal to the Abbat i, and Ifaac 1, 
and Ralph Wolfs-face i,and three in the Earls Bake, 
or Grind ing-Houfe. All the Land of the Burgef- 
fes (in the New Burg) was the Demeafn of Earl 
Ralph, who Granted it to the King in Commune 
with himfelf, to • make a Burg, to be (that is the " Tw* wu the 
Profits of it} between him and the King; and all Lan<l%^ut the 
thofe Lands which were theKnightsorBurgeffespaid ^^'"''|TN'* 
tl^eir Rent to the King, oacmoft Ditch, 

NORruLC. ]Zlizt" 

In the old City, or Burg. 

In[i^NsrwieadeMCCXXXVUlBwgenfiiasRex [»] DoraeC ■( 
W Cmes habent Socam, Sacam, (^ canfuitudinem, de L '"?"■'"• "*• 
Stigandus babuit Saeamy Siuam ^ Cemmendaltenem, de 
XXil Heroldushabuil Steam, Sacamdf Comrnendatienem, 
et unus eorum ita Dominifus ejfet ut nun pstuit decedere vtl 
hi)iruigium facer ejsne ejut Licentia. 

.■ In Norwich the King and Earl have the Jurif- 

diftion and Ciiftom of 1238 BurgelTes Stigand., 

h34 
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had tbe jurirdi£tion and Proteilbnj ot Money foe 
the PrbttiSion of 50, and Heroldof 22; whereof one 
'rras fo much his Vaffa!, as he could not depart or do 
Jiortiage to any other without his Licence. 

wo™. [33DEVENESCIRE. 

Domef. Book 

.C0I.1, InCwhaU Exonia hahef Rex CCC DemusXV. mi- 
nus rcddcntei CanfuetuJlnem, in hai: Civllate funt vqflatis. 
XLVIll bmus paj}qua;fi RexvenU in Angliam. Bur- 
genfes Exonia ufhts haient Ex{r42 Civilaiem7erramA.ll 
Carucat, ^a nuUamConJuetudinemreddiOit nifiadipr 
fam Givitatem. 

In the City oF Exeter the King hath 31 5 Houfes 
tnore or lefs paying Rent in this City, 48 lying waft, 
fincethe King came into England. The Burgeffes 
o* the City of Excefter have 1 2 Plough- Lands with- 
out the City which pay no Cuflom, or Rent, unlefs 
to the City it felf. 

This is ail that !s to be found in the Dcfcription 
of Excefter, concerning the Inhabitants or Burgef- 
fes of that place. 

WM.Col.^ TERRA [4] REGIS. 

Jtdrntp^k, 

Rex hahH Burgum Barmfiapit^ Rex Edimrdui h^, 
huit in Dominio ibi funt intra Burgum XL BttrgfnftJ 
t^ IXJiim ■Extra Burgum, inter e'lmes redduf>t Regi XL 
Sv!. otlpm/iifii, *- Epijlapo Cmijiantieyift XX Sa/. ad tiw- 

bly tbtir Pro-" mtrum. This is all of this Burg andits fiurgcfles. 

tt^r, ot Pa- 

• ' The King hath the Burg of fiameftaple, King Ed- 

V'iirf had it in Dcmeafii) Aelt are within the Biit^ 

40 But- 



' Englijh Burghs, or Boerettgif, 
40 Burgefles and nine without, amongft them all 
diey pay the King 40 s. by weighty and the Bifhop 
pf Conf^ancc ^os, by Tale. 

Jtf* habii [5] Burgum Lidcfird, R^x Edwardui 7t- Yi't'^l' 
nuit in Dsmnk, ibifunt XXVIII Burgenfi, intra Bur- ^'^ " -' 
gum y XL. Mxtrat, inter emnes reddunt Regi LX Sol. 
ad pmfum, W habent II Caruc, Tirra Extra Bur- 
gum. 

The King hath the Burg of Lideford, King Ed- 
Edward held it in Dcmcafn, there are within the 
Burg 28 Burgefles, and 41 without, amongft them 
all, they pay the King 60 s. by Weight, and they have 
two Phugh-.lands without the Burg, this is all of this 
^urg, abd its SurgelTes. 



[6] BERROCHE SCIRE. 



[6] Dorai 



In Burga de Walingford habuit Rex Edwardui VIII. ™,V 
Virmas r^rra, et in his ,ront CCLXXVI * //./* . ^ '"^^'^^ ' 

* * • From the 

Xtddentes XI Lib de Gablo, i^c. In the Burg of Wk- Suron Haegh ■ 
liiigford King Edward had eight VirgatM of Land, "^^^J^^X 
upon which wcrc276HagesorHoufes,payingeleven DiccheJ, ot 
Pound Rent. The reft of the Defcription of this «,hMMour"'' 
Burg is a long and rude Catalogue of all the Hages ™'' ^*y'' " 
or Houfes belonging to this Town, and their Owners 
being either in Bark-fhire or Oxford-ihire fides. 
Witii their rents or Cuftoms, many whereof be- 
longed to Forreign Maners, not one word of any 
Burgefles in the Survey. But by the Charter of 
King [7] Henry the Second, there were many and [7] Appeai. 
large Liberties and Privileges granted them by the "'*■ 
l^iime of Burgeffes of Walingford. 

[8] SUD- , 
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m '■'«•' m suDFoLc. 

Somef. f. igo.a< 

De DImld. Hund. De Gepefwit. 

Jp/wici. In BurgoefranlTimpore Regis MdwardiDXXXVni 

Burgenfis reddenta csnfuetudinan Jiegi, i^ babehant XL 
acr. Terra. Modo verofunt CX Burgenfis, qui eott- 
fueludifiem reddunt, (^ C pauperes Burgenfis, qui non 
pojfunt redcre ad Gilium Regis nifi umim Denarium de 
fuisCapitiius ^ CCCXXVill. VaJhtafunU ^f. In 
the Burg of Gipfwic, or Ipfwich, there were in the 
time of Kipg Edward 538 Burgefles which paid 
Cuftom to the King, and had 40 Acres of Land, 
now there are only iio Burgeffcs which pay Cuftom, 
and 100 poor BurgefTes, which can only pay ojie 
Penny a Head, and 328 Manfions lye wafte ; nothing 
more of this Town as a Burg, or of its BurgelTes. 

SUDFULC. 

fg] Domefd. ut Tctfa [9] Robcrti Maiet. Hund. de Hertefmera. 
fiip[i.f. 319. b. 

£yi- Ejam Tfnuit Edricus Xl! Car. Terra T. R. E. Mo* 

do Tenet R. tn Doniinio, i^c. Et modo [ i ] mercatum, y 
[1 ] ParruSyi" Mereato Manent XXV Burgenfis. Huic 
ManeriopertinentXLVmfmnani CXXl acr. Terra, 
Ex hisficmannisfitnt XXXVIl in Dminio, i^c. 

The Land of Robert Malct, in the Hundred of 
Hartefmer. 

Edric held Eye, there were,i2 Plough-Lands in 
the time of King Edward, now Robert holds it in 
Demeafn, i^c. And now there is a Market, and a 
Pound for Cattle, or rather a Park for Deer. And 
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Ettglijb Burghs, or Bouroughs. 
to the Market belong 25 Burgeffes. To this Maner 
there belonged 4S Socmen, who had 121 Acres of 
Land, of thefe Socmen there were 37 in Demeafn, or 
the Lords Vaffals. This is all concerning the Bur- 
geffes of this Town. 

[i] BOCHINGHAM SCIRE. 



r. R. E. fcf modQ fmiliierfaciL Terra eji VIII Caruc. f. 145. Col. .. 
. inDomlniofuKtll. Vilkni habmtWlCar.i^ Dimid.i:! BM^lingbam. 
adhuc Due & Dimid. foffunt fieri. Hi funt XXVII 
Burgenfei fef XI Bardar. ^ II Serui, Ibi. I. Malia. 
diXUilSoL PratumyiliCar.pafttiraadPicmiam 
FilU. In totis valmtiii T. R. E. reddehat X L/3. ad 
Numrum. Modo reddtt XVI Lib. dt albo argento. 

Ecciejiam hujus Burgi Tenet Remigius Epfiafus J? 
TerramWW Caruc. ^a: ad eon fertintt ibi funt WW 
■ Caruca W III Villani (^ III Bordar. W X Color. El 
I Molini X Selidor, PrattimW Car. Nemus ad fipei^ 
valtt fa" valuit VI Lib. T. R. E. VII Lib. bant Ecek- 
fiam Teruiel Jf^iJUtlmus Epifcepus de Rege E. 

In hoc BurgB Epifiopus C/mJiantienfis habet III Bur- 
gpifes quas limit JVhivard fiHus Eddeve hi rtddunt VI 
Sel. (^ VI Dmar. per annum (^ • Regi rtddunt XI •Qj^ whether 

1. thia not Geltuai 

Vinar. 'R.eff.s, which i] 

ftequeotly faidCo 

Hugo Comes habet I Burgenfem quifuit homo Burcar- ^X'^j'^^^^: 
4i de Senelay hie reddil XXVI Dtnar. per annum, ^ rfL 
JRfgi V pmr, 

Rakertut de Olgi habet I Burgenfem qui fiat hemo A- 
ftrf. Teti, hi( r(4di( XVI Denar. per annum, W Regi 
V Penar. 

Rogerius 
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Ragerius. dt Juri babet IIII Burgetifit qui fuemnt 
htmines iju/duti J%ar hi reddunt VII Se/. tt VI i>«nip. 
tt Rege Xill Dinar, 

Hugo 4i Bolebec hahet IIII Burg*»/es qui fveriitA 
hmines Mrici, Hi reddunt XXVIII Dtaar. tt Regi 
XII Dinar. 

Manno Brita hahet IIII Surgeafes guifiurunt hamirus 
Eddevt femine Syred hi reddunt XXIX Detiar. Sigi nil 
Debent. 

Hafisjus Mufirt hah(t I Burgtnfem quifuit homo Axqr^ 
f. Tatit hi( rfddit XVI Deaar. rf ^^I'll Dinar. 

Ernulfus de Hefding hdhtl \ Bur-geafern qui full Wt" 
lafhic reddlt per annum II Sol. it Regi III Deruir. 

. miUelmus de .CaflelUn de Feuda Epi/capi Baioceitjis 
batet II Burgenfcs, quifuirunt homines Leuvini Comiiis^ 
hi reddunt XVI Denar. el Regi msda Nihil. Sed T. 
R. E. riidehat III Dtn^r. 

De Feudo Albtrici Comiiis L Burgens reddit Rigi 11 
Dfnar. 

Leuumu! de Neuuchem hahet V Burgenfii et T. R. E. 
hahutt, Hi reddunt « lill Sol. per annum et Regi XII 
Denar. 

BochJngham with Borton was Taxed for one Hide 
ja the Time m fCing Edward, and now likewjfe, tbc 
Arabic is eigiit Plough-Lands. There are two in 
l^cniea(ii, and the VilUin»hav£ three Plough-Lands 
^iid half, and ypt there may be two more and half. 
Tiieie are 27 Burgelfes, and eleven Bordars, and 
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two Servann, there is ow Mill of 14.1. Rent, mea' 
dow fafficient for the eight Plougb-Luids. Pafture 
ffx the Cattle of t)ie Town, for all Dues it paid in 
the Time of King Edward Ten Pounds by Tale, 
Sow it pays Sixteen Pounds of White Mtmey. 

fiffiiop * Reffligius, holds the Church of this Burg, * A NnnnA 
and four Plough-Lands which belong to it. There uLoi*"'"' 
are four Ploughs, and three Villains, and three Bor- 
Am, and ten Cotars and one Mill of loi. Rent. 
Meadow 'fuJlicient for two Ploughs, and Wood fuf- 
ficient for Hedges, it is and was worth Six Pounds 
by the Year, in the Time of King Edward it was 
wofth Se«en Poutids, Bifhop Wluui held diis Church 
of King EdWaid. , 

In this Burg the Bifhopof • Conftance hath three • In Nawnimlr. 
Burgefles, which Wlward the Son ofEddcvc held; J/b^"^^ 
tfhefe pay Six ShilUngs and Six Pence to him by the p^^ * i^"^i 

■, Ji 1 *■■ fi n Rent to their 

Year, ana to the Kingtleveti Fence. Patrons, or Pm- 

'Earl Hugh hath onc'Burgefs who vn» the -Cam- 
tnendatusy ot under Proteflion of Burcard of Scnelay, 
he paid Tweilty Six Pence by the Year, and to the 
King Five Pence. 

Robert D'Oyly hith oneBurgeft'w*o was the Man, 
or under the ProWftion of Aeof the Son of Tot, he 
pwd Sixteen Pence, and- to the King Five Pence. 

Roger de Juri ha(h fimr Burgcfles which were un- 
■der the Patronage of the feme Azor, thefe paid Seven 
Shillings and Six Pence, iuid to the King Thirteen 
Pence. 

Hugh 
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Hugh ie Bolebec hath four Burgcflcs who were the 
Men, or under the Patronage of Alric, thefe paid 
Twenty eight Pence, and to the King twelve Pence. 

Manno a Britain hath four Burgcflcs, which were 
the Men, or under the Proteftion of Eddeve the 
Wife of Syrcd, thefe pay Twenty nine Pence, they 
owe nothing to the King. 

Hafcoy Mufart hath one Burgefs who was under 
the Prote^on of Azor Son of 1 ot. He paid Six- 
teen Pence, and to the King Two Pence. 

Ernulf of Hefding hath one Burgefs who was 
Wilaf's, he pays I'wo Shillings, and to the King 
Three Pence. 

William de Caflclloti Feudal Teoent to the Bilhop 

• iDNormuidy. ^f , Bajeux hath two Burgeffes, who were under the 

Proteftion, or the Men of Earl Leuuin, thefe paid 

Sixteen Pence, and nothing now to the King, but in 

the Time of King Edward they paid Three Pence. 

One Burgefs was of the Fee of Earl Alberic, and 
paid to the King Twopence. 

Leuuin of Neuueham hath Five Burgefles, and 
had them in the time of King Edward. Thefe pay 
' to him ^s. by the year, and to the King 12 Pence. 

Here are all the 27 Burgefles of this Burg Obnoxi- 
ous to, and under the Protei5tion of Foreign Lords, 
and Patrons, 
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NORTHANTSCIRE. 

lanpere [2] Rigrs Edvjardi fuere in Korthantme in [1] DomeH. 
Damiriio Regis LX Burgettjei habmttt Tetidan Man- IJ.'col. 1. ' 
>««, ex hisfunt made XIV Vafit. -Rtftduijunt XLVI. Nortbamfttm. 
prater bos fuat Mado in Novo Burga XL Bur^enfes in 
Doaunia R^gii fPiltielmi. 



thamton 60 Demeafn-Burgcfles of the King, or 60 '"^ '^^'^j" £; 

Burgeffes Vaflals to him J that had fo many Man- ptecioaofit, 

jions, of which 14 arc now wafte. The Refidue are 

46. Befidcs thefc, there are now in the * New Burg 

40 Demeafn-Burgefles of King William. This is 

all I find cither cbncerning this as a Burg, or its 

Burgefles j only a little further 'tis faid, Burgenftt 

de Han'ent reddunt Vicecmiiti ptr Annum XXX Lib. et 

XSol. hoc pfrtlntt ad firmam ipfms. The Burgeffes 

of Hamton pay to the Sheriff 30 Lib. and 10 1. by 

the year, and it belongs to his Farm, (that is, his 

Farm of the whplc Shire. ) 

HERTFORDSCIRE. 

Burgum [3] Hertford, pro Xhidii ft Dtfmdtbatt. f^'^J^^'f,! 
K. E. el nudo Honfacit, ibi trant CXLVI Burgmfti in Col. 1. 
Soea Regit Edwardi. Hertford. 

Alios Xrm Bnrgenfes habet Rex fViUielmus, qui 
fuere homines Comitii HeraUtij et Comites Leuuini, tmnes 
Cenjiutudines reddunt. 

The Burgof Hertford in the time of King Edward 

was Taxed as much as Ten Hides, now not. fo 

much : 
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much : There were 146 Burgefles under the Liberty 
Or Privileges of King Edwa-d, 

King William hath t8 others, that Were the Menj 
or under the Proteiiioa of Earl Herald, and Earl 
Leuuin. They paid all Cuiloms. 

Nothing more relating to Burg or Btirgefles iii 
this place, 

EURNICSCIRE. 

'[4] 1>BineC!.Bt: /» Ehcraca [4] Cmtalt Ttmpsrt Regis Bthvarji 

<^i. ' ' prater Siyram JrchUpi/capi fiurt fJS^te, una air it i 

York. ^ Vajlata in Ca/idlh. In ^nqae Sqrr/'sfutre Mile 

• Such ii were tt ^uadr'm^eiiU et Oiladtcim Manfanet * hefpitatft isfi, 

left for an aa- 

the [nhibitanii Dx fupradidis Bmnibas Manfimihus pint mode hofpi- 
hTihlnir "''''' '"" '" '"*'"' ^S" '""^'^'■"'^f Canfustudimm quadringentt 
• IX Minus inter Magnus et Parvas. Et CCCC Man- 
fanes nm Hefpitatei que reddunt Meliar I Denar. et aVie 
Minus, et ^itigente et XL Manfanes ita vacue quad 
ral omnitto reddunt. Et CXLV Maifahes terienl Frda- 
dgenti 

In Vork City in the Time of king Ed*ard, befideS 
the Archbiftiop's Ward or Divifions, there were fix 
XVards orDivifions, oneofthefc wasdcftroyedwhert 
the Callles were built ; in five there were 141S Man- 
fions inhabited, &c. 



Of all ihcfe Manfions there ai-e in the King's Pof- 
feffion inhabited and paying Cuftom 409 grtat and 
wfil* evilly' fmall, and 400 Manfions not* inhabited, the bdt 
""h hi" """:"" of which pays one Penny, and others lefs ; and 54a 
iaRci>den«,buc Manfions fo uninhabited as they yield nothing at all 
BmeVXr^ ThcFrcnch.hold.14s. ThcreftoftheDefcriptron 
pitafxi. of 
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tfibh City is talccn up, in fettingdown manjr pai^* 
cular Proprietors of Maafions, and fome particular 
Cuftoms and Privileges belonging to fome of them. 
No mention of Burgclles, but as it were after the 
following manner : SanSus Cutbrrtui habtt I Damam 
fatm ftmptr bahuii, id plures dicuat, quitiam ob mint 
Cmfiutu£iu, Sed Burgmfis dicunt nm lam fmjji 
Vftam T. R. £• niji/fcut una Burgenjkm, nifi tantum 
pad propttr lam habtbat TbtUneum fuum, &c. Saint 
Cuthbert, or the Church of Durefm, hath one Houfe 
which it always had, as many fay, free from all Cuf- 
tom ; but the Burgeflcs fay it was not free in thft 
Time of King Edward, otherwife than one of the 
Burgefles Houfes was free, except by reafon thereof 
he paid no • Toll. ' '« Alngi 

. in the Market t 

CHENTH. ip^i-i'y "'"' 

tuall. 

In Civitate [5] Canttiaria habuil Rix Edwardui L [s] ^>«^>*^ ut 
« I Burgenfet riddmUt Gablum, tt alios CC tt Xllfuper c^\. 
quos babehat Socam et Sacam, &c, Afoda Burgtnfet Ga- CMMtiroiay, 
blum riddtrttts funt XIX, dt aliis qui futrant XXXII 
-tbiertmty tt cdhutjunt CC el XII ' Burgtnfa fuptr quet 
babH Rtx Sacam et * Socam^ &c. * ^"^^^^ 

' for their iibertf 

ud PtiTile|(. 
Bufgenfes hahuert XLV Manfuras extra Ctvitatemt 
it fuihui iffi habebttnt Gablum et * Canfuetui&iemy R/K * ^lebMj tof 
autem Sacam et Soeam^ ipfi quaque Burgenfet hahibant dt b XI rUwT°" 
B^e XXXIII Air. prati in Gildam/uam, has Demui 
et banc Terram Tenet Rannulphus dt Celumbelt, habet 
ttiam quattr XXAcrai "Terreefuper bite, ^uas Tene' 
tant Burgenfet in ASadia de Rege, de his omnibus revecet 
idtmRamulfmadProteHaremEpifcopitm Bajeunfem. 

In the city of Canterbury King Edward had Fifty- 
one Burgelfo paying Rent, and other 212 under his 
Privily and Jurifdidion, &c Now the Burgel&i 
C paying 
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paying Rent are 19, the others which were 31 are 
dead, and yet there are 212 under the King's Privilege 
and Jurifdiflion. 

The Burgcflcs had Forty Five Houf^ without the 
City, of which they had the Rent and Cuftom, but 
t'he King had the Jurifdiition and Soke. The Bur- 
geiTes alfo had of the King Thirty Three Acres of ■ 
Meadow which was toward the Maintenance of their 
Guild, or belonging to their Society, belides thefe, 
which the Burgcfles held freely of the King. For 
all thefe the fame Ranulf voucheth the Bifhop of 

If'u^'"uId1!J Bajeux for his • Proteflor. Nothing more hcrt 

«u hit Wu' concerning the BurgelTes. 

nnt Ibr tU 

C H E N T H. 

Terra Arcbiepifcopi Cantuarienlis. 

' Anhieplfctpta [6J Teutt Aldb^tait in Demitih, t^e. 

[S] DameO. Tn Rmurul [6] funt quattr XX & V Bwgmftt 

" cS^?' ^ *' f^* P"^'"'"^ "^ Jldinilonf Marur. jtnbteptfcapii et 
• Pcrtininiet, valutruut et Mwdi valtnt Domno VI Lib. 



Rummy. 



■ Col. I. 

• Fcrlingul, flTf 

Quarentena 

contiacbat 3s 
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gen/it CenJutiuJitus emnet et Gtldum Regit rediitntetf tt 
JiA tisfamC Bordarii qui adjttvtmt eos ad perfilutiimem 
GeUi. Dt hit Burgtnjibut babuit Sanltus BemdiHut 
it Ramefjg. X cum Saca tl Seca, tt emni Cmfuetudint .- 
TantummBda GtldabantT, R. E. Hot abflulit Euftachtut 
ftr vim dt Jihatia, et ftmt node cum ceteris in Manu 
Reget. 

VlfPemfi hahehat XVIII Burgtnfts^modehabtiGiJIt- 
hertut dt Gaud cum Saca et Sota prater Geldum Regit. 

In the Burg of Huntington there were Four Fur- 
longs. In two of them there are now, and were in 
the Time of King Edward 1 1 6 Burgelles, paying all 
Cuftoms, and the King's Tax, and under thtsm are 
loo Bordars which help them to pay the Tax. Of 
thefe Burgefles the Abby of Ramefy had Ten with 
JurifdiAion, and Soke-Money, and all Cuilom. 
They were only Taxed in the time of King Edward. 
Thefe Euflachius. (the Earl) took by force from the 
, Abby, and they are, now with the reft in the King's 
Hand. 

[^^An^had Eighteen SurgelTeSjnowGilbert de 
Gand hath them, with Jurifdit^on and ProteAion- 
Money, except the King's Tax. 

The further Defcription of thefe Two Furlongt 
is in noting, who had been Proprietors, and what 
Hoiifes \ai been deftroyed for a place to build the 
Caftle in. 

In aliis ituius [»] Ferlif^tt futre etfunt CXL Bur- [«1 IUJm. 

gtnfet ad omius Csnfuetudintt et ad Geldum Regit, tt i/il 

babihat quattr XX Hagas pre quibut dabant et data em~ 

nit Canfiuiudimt, dt bit heihehat SmUut BnudiSiut dt 

C a " " 
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Rsmtfy XXII. 7. R. E. Dui tx hitfuere quleii ab cm- 
tubus Cenfutiudinibttty tt XXX redMdtre qitifque X 
Dtner. ptr Annum, 

In the other twoFurlongs there were, and are 140 
Burgcfles which pay all Cufloms, and the King's 
Tax, and they had Eighty Hages or Houfes, for 
which they did give, and do give all Cuftoms, of 
which tlic Abby of Ramley had Twenty-two in the 
Time of King Edward ; Two of thefe were free 
from all Cuftoms, and Twenty paid every one Ten- 
pence by the Year, the Refldue of the Survey of 
thele two Furlongs is as the other ; nothing mote of 
the Burgefles. 

STADFORD SCIRE. 

Tt) Domefl. I" Barge de [9] Sladfard haitt Rtx in fie Deminw 

I H*. «c«Li. xvni Burgtnfay the King hath in Demeafn Eigh- 
ttafftri. *"" ^"'■gcfl^* '" the Bui^ of Stafford ; nothing fur- 

ther particularly about the Burg er Burgefies. 

TERRA HENRICI DE FERRARIIS, VEL 

FERIERES. 

£il Ibid. f 148. Henrlaude [i'] Ferrerii hahetCafleUum deTetiberitf 
*■■•>'■ V in Btirge tirca Cajltllum fint XLII hemhut dt AIercat$ 

u trtt aj- ^^ xantum vivitttery tt teddtaa turn fare IIII lAb, tt X. 
StL 

Henry At Ftrrtrt hath the Caftle of Tutbury, in the 
•LcBiirpffti. Burgi abouttheCaftlcareXLII«Men, which only 
Live upon his Market, and they with the Market 
yield Four Founds and Ten Shillings. 

SUMER- 
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Si^E/h Bttrghif or Beunt^hs. 9. 

"SUMERSETE. 

Rex una [2] Bade T. R. B. GeUabat pn XX IBd. r>] Ddmefd. 
^ando Scire GeUabat. Ibi kahtt R^x LXIHI Bur- ^'jS.' ** 
gtnfis rtddattn IIII Lib. et quaiir Vipnti et X Burgtn- 
Jis alierum bominum rtddimt ibi LX Solid, 

The King holds Bath ; in the time of King Ed- 
ward it was Tairad at the rate of Twenty Hides,, 
when the Shire was Taxed. There the King hath 
Sixty four Burgeltes, paying bim four Pounds by the 
Year, and there are Ninety under the Protection jrf 
cthef Men which pay Sixty Shillings yearly. No- 
thing more of this Town or its Burgeiles. , 

In [3] Tanton there is only mention of Sixty fj] nW- *• 
Four Burgeflcs which pud Thirty Two Shillings, fuMfoy. 
but there are many Privileges noted to belong to that 
Town then, 

Ktx tenet • Mileburn, Rix Edwardus tmat nun- '^^^*^' 
fuam Gfldavit tucfatur quat bidafunt ibi. Terra eji L. oil. i. 
Caruc. He. In hoc maneriajimt 56 Burgenfit etm Mer- 
tata Rtd^entti, LX Sei. 

The King holds Mileburn, King Edward held it, 
*twas never Taxed, neither is it known how many 
Hides there are ; the Arable is sp Carucates, f^c. In 
this Manor there are 56 BurgeJTes with the Market, 
payingSixty Shillings. Nothingmoreoftbisplace, 
and its BurgelTes. 

In • Givekt^er fml CVII Burgenfet RtMenttt . j^^^ 
XX Stl. MtrcOum cumfuii Apptndjtibiu RtJtL XI 
Lib. 

C 3 |n 



D,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



2J A TRpATISE of 

In Givcl, or Ilcefier, there are 107 BurgeQes, who 
pay Twenty Shillings, the Market with its Appen- 
dices, or what belongs to it, pays 1 1 Pounds. This 
is all to the prcfent purpolc, ijx the Ocfciiption of 
this Town, 

HANTESCIRE. 

WDow'fl- f- /a Bfirgo de [4.] ffmiune hahet Rex m Dtmimt 
s'tuthampton. ^uatsr XX homines llll miniu, qui reddunt "W l\ Lib. 
it Gahh Time, et tBtldem reddidtrunt T, R. E. In 
the Burg of Hamtop the King hafh in Demeafii, 
or his immediate fubjcftioii. Eighty Four Men or 
Tenants at leaft, which pay SevenPounds Rent for 
their Land, and fo much they paid in the time of 
King Edward ; not one word of any Burgefles in the 
Survey of this Town, unlefs thefe Eighty-four Men 
yrere fuch, as there can be no doubt but diey were. 

S U P S E X E. 
Terra Willielmi de Waren, 

f^J!.^''**" Burgumdelsl LewesT.R. E. nddehatYi lih. et 
ItvM,' nil Saiid. et III ehlK de GabU ft de TbeUruo ibi Rm 

Edvardus habebat CXXVII Burgenfes in DamiiuB, 
The Burg of Lewesln the time of King Edwar4 
did yield 6/. 4f. id, eb. for Rent and Toll. There 
King Edward had 127 Burgeffes in Demeafo, or in 
immediate Subjection to him, or that were his Yafr 
fals, 

SUDSEX. TERRA COMITIS MERITONI, 
- ENSIS. 

^(^ f. M. b. /„ Surgs [6] Pepenfel T. R. E. fuere XXIIII Bur- 

Ft'-viii/ii. g^tfif <« I^eminia R^it ft reddebant de Gail* XIIII 
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Engltjb Barghtt ot Beum^ht. 
Sitl. a VI Denar. de Thelenea XX Sul. Dtportu XXV 
SbL Dtpajiura VII Sol. rtlll Denar. 

Eptfiaptts eU C'uiftrt habtbat V Bwgtnfii, EJmer 
Pr^er XV, Ormir Pre/bytir V, Dm^ Prejbf 
ttrlll. 

^muh Cma d* Mmttmt reupit, m/t XXVII ' 
Burgages, modo habet ipft in Domnk LX Burgenfes 
reddmte! XXXIX Sol. dt Gablo. ^ekntum llll 
Lib. Mmtta XX Sel. 

MtHothi dt Merittnio VIII Burgtnfis de LXVI 
Dmar. GiJIehertus Vtceaines I Burgen/em de "XX Dt' 
Mr. fVilliilmus de Cabaingts II Burgenfes de II Set. 
jtttsfriduslUlde II Ssl. Gireldus II de Vl Sol. And 
fo others that had Burgelles' in this Burg to the 
Number of Forty-Oite Bui^;eflcs under feveral Pa- 
trons. 

In the Burg of Pevenfey in the Time of King Ed- 
ymi there woe Twenty-four Burgefles in Demealh 
<^, or Va&ti to tiie King, who paid Fourte«i Shil- 
lings and Six Pence Rent. To!. Twenty Shillings, 
Port Cuftoni, or for ufe of the Port Twenty- 
five Shillings, for Pafture Seven Shillings and 
Three Pence. 

The Bifhop of Chichcfbr had Five But^Ces, 
EsMBR a Piieft Fifteen, Obmer a Frleft Five, Do- 
ha a Prieft Three, 

When the Eari of Moreton received this Burg, , 
he bad but Twenty-fevcn Burgefles, now he hath 
in Deineafa Sixty Burgefles, paying Thirty-nine 
C 3 Shillings 
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Shillings Rent, Tti. Four Pound, Money Twenty 
Shillings. 

*hNonnti]d7' ^^^ Monks of * Moreton haJ Eight Burgelle) 
which paid them Sixty-fijt pence. Gilbert the Sheriff 
one Burgefs which paid Twenty-pence. WiUlam 
deCahaingesTwoBurgellestbatpaidhimTwoShiN 
]ings. Ausfrid four that paid Two Shillings. Gt- 
rold Two that paid Six Shillings, tuc, Tbefe were 
Annual Payments. 

[jj VemtCi. {, In the City of [7] Chichefter, no mention of any 
^'^Mtr' ^"'■g^'^^s, only of Hages, Houfes and Dwellings, 
and that it paid Ten Pounds yearly to the King, and 
Five Pounds to the Earl in King Edward's time j 
That it was then worth but Twenty -five Pound, yet 
it paid Thirty five Pounds, 

[5J jliidnD. Cajirum [8] HaruaJel in/tr Burgum tt Pertwn Ajutg, 

Jrimdtl. gj Con/uetudinm Navitm ftddk XII Ub- tt tamat va- 

haxni. 

The Burg and Port oT the Caftle of Anindal, 
with the Cuftom of Ships, yielded Twelve PotiivlSt 
and were worth Thirteen Pounds. 

Merirai habec Hi Corifufttfdiium de \\ Burgatfiitu 
XII Denar, EmaUut I Burgtnfim dt XII Dtuar, 
Sanau! Martinut I Burginfm dt XII J>*nar. 

Morin had there the Cuftom of Two BurgeHes 

Twclvcpencc. Ernald of One Burgefs Twelve pence. 

* the Church of St, Martin one Burgefs Twelve pence, 

W A R W I C SCIRE. 

Domen. f. /» B«rg» de [9] Warwie babtt Rex in Demiaitfiif 
-■ » ^-i- CXIII Damus, a Barents Regit bahaa CXII dt fit- 
"^"^ ' but amnibus Ktx babtt Giltumfiam^ 

In 
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Bnglijh Burghs^ or Bvuroughs. ' 95 

In the Burg of Warwic the King hath in his De- 
meafn 113 Houfes, and the Kings Barons have 112, 
of all which the King hath his Tax. And then the 
Survey notes all the Bifliops, Abbats, Earls, and 
Barons, that were poire{Ied of thofe Houfes, No- 
thing further of the Burgeffles and Burg to any pur- 
pofe, except thefe Words. In iffo Burgo XIX Bur- 
gtnfes qui hahent XIX Manfuras cum Saca & Smo tsf 
annibus Confuetudinibus i^ ita habehtmt T. R. E. In 
this Burg there are Nineteen Burgefles who had 
Nineteen Houfes, with Jurifdi^ion, Proteilion- 
Money and all Cuftoms, or Forfeitures incurred in 
them, and fo it was in King Edward's time. 

TERRAREGIS. 

Rex tenet [i] Cekjhtik, (f(. Et in Tamewarde X [i}lbii.CaLu 
Burgenfet buic Maneria pertinentes. The King holds £*g^~^^ 
Coleibull and Ten Burgefles in Tamworth belong- 
ing to this Manor. That is, paid their Cuftoms to 
tbeLordsof it. 

WILTESCIRE. 

Terra R^is. 

Rtx * bahet dt terils Dmarii de- Cricbelade V Lib. • Ibid, f. 64. b. 

The King hath Five Pounds of the Third Periy 
ofCriklade. 

Rix * Tenet Mthorn, Qhida temiitT. R. E. Gtldabat , ,yj (y^ ^ 
p-tXh Iiidii,(^e. Huic matter ia pertinebaHtVX Bur- ■ Col. i. 
fptjff dt Chrichtladt rtddmis LXIIII TtamUit. ^ ">' ^' '** 

The 
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The King holds Albeborn, Ghida held it in the 
Time of King Edward, to this Mancr there were 
Six Burgefles of Cr'chelade Servants, or hafe Te- 
nants, who paid yearly Sixty-four pence. 

r • Sarijbtriinfis tenet Ratiufier'u^ ife. la • 
Cbrifbtlade buic Mnurio pertinentes V BurgenfiSf rtd- 
liuntYSoi. 

The Bifhop of Salifberie holds Ramefberie, &c. 
In Chricbejade there are Five BuigelTes, Servants, 
or Bafc Tenants to this Manor, who paid Five Shil- 
lings yearly. 

• IMd. t. 66. b. Ecckfm • GhJIlnherien/is tetut Badberie, ilfc. Tit 
*^"'' "• Chrichelade 1 Burgenfis reddlt V Denariet. 

The Church of Glafionbury holds Badberie, (ic. 
In Crichlade, one Burgcfs paying Five-pence by the 
Year. 

• IbU. f. «7. •- EcctUJut • SanEii Petri Wefinwnafteritnfa tenet EccU- 

ftam dt Criehelade, £? hetet iht pluret Bwgtnfes W Ter- 
lium Detiarium ejujdcm Villa. Tstum fmiul Rtddit IX 
Ub. ^od habet SanSlUf Petrm JVeJmonaJitrienfis. 

The Church of St. Peter at Weftminfter, holds 
■ • the Church of Crichelade, and hath there many Bur- 
gcflet, and the Third Penny of the (ame Town ; all 
togcdicr yield to that Church, Nine Pounds. 

■Ibid. f. fi7.i>. Eeskjia * Seeftbtrioffit tttut Leditigtaiit &<• In 
CoL u Chricbiladt I Burgenfts rtA^t VI Deaariu. 

The Church of Shaftfbury holds Ledington, Wf. 

In Chrichelade One Burgefs (thst is. One Burgeft 

belonging 
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. EngUjh Burghs, or Btureught %y 

tKlonging to that Manor) who paid Six Pence by 
dje Year. 

IN WALLIA. 

In ipfi Maneria [2] Roelend eji failum novller Caf- [1] ibid. f. 169. 
uUumJimiliUr RoeUnt aj>peUatum, Ibi efl Navum Bur- PaJfe;^' 
gam et in fo XVIII Burginfet inter Camitem et Rtbtr- 
tum. 

In ipfo Anno hujus Defcriptimis datum ijl adjirmam 
bujtts Burgi Yhelontumpro III Solid. 

In the Manor of Roclent there was WteXj eredted 
B Callle called alfo Roelent; Thera isa New Burg, 
uid in it Eighteen BurgeiTes between the Earl, (that 
is, Hugh Earl of Chefliire,) and Robert (that is, 
Jl.obert de Roelent.) 

In the year of this • Defcription, the Toll of this • Th.t U, im 
Burg was let to Farm for Three Shillings. ^ 'vlt^^Zu 

of Clnliiin, 

By thefe Inftances (which are all can be found in "J ^tii Cooq- 
both Dome fd ay Books, that do give any light to the . 
nnderllanding what Burgs and Burgefies were in the 
Saxon times, and in the Reign of Edward the Confef- 
for, as liicewife afterwardin the Reign of William the 
Conqueror) we find the Burgeffes or Tradefmen * in * Tindtfhwn in 
gre^at Towns, had in ihofe timestheir Patrons, under timet, and ia 
whofe Proteaion they Traded, and paid an acknow- ^^l^^^f^ . 
ledgement therefore : or elfe were in a more fervile thdr p»ihum. 
Condition, as being in Daminio Regis W aliorum, prouajon 
altogether under the Power of the King, or other ttej Tr^iei. 
Lords, and it feems to me that then they Traded 
not as -being in any Merchant-Gild, Society and 
Community, but meerly under the Liberty and Pro- 
feQion given them by their Lords, and Patrons, 
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who prcfbabty might have Power from die King to 
Licence fuch a number in this or that Port, or 
Trading Town. 

And any Man would think the Charter of the 
Conqueror, obtained by William Bifliop of London, 
looked this way, and that it was a mere Inllrument 
of Protcflion rather than a Charter. The Saxon 

J. , VbI. \.f. Words arc thefe, as they are found in [3] Holin- 

jj.11, xo. {head, 

Sm theft word! fTilHem Kinggrets ^iUim Btfceep W Godfrtd Port- 

bi mon pIiiD ^ Rtfati) iS lalU ya Burghwam hirirun Landan Frtncife et 

Id. 4, pirt. 5. EngUfe FrtnMia, i^ U Klden layy yett ic wille git hen 

^^j^'P"""' eaira weera Lagay-Wtord, ye get Weeran an Eadwerdt 

Daege Kings. And ic WilU yett aek Child by his Fader 

yrfnume after his Fader Daege. And ic tulie ge ffoilian 

yeet adnig Man eaj aenis Wrang heode, God t^y biaU, 

That is, 



iroin Port in 

Haven or Hm- ahd Godfrey the • Port-Reve, and all the Burgefles, 

»o''offieer, '"* "^ rather Inhabitants of the Burg, within London 

Miniflcr, or French and Enelifli Friendly. And I declare to 

doth bufincji you, that 1 will that you be all Law-wortby as ye 

f^"*^'p^'."' were in King Edward's Days, and I will that each 

Rjvewu iht Child be his Father's Heir, after his Father's Days. 

tb'aUwikH ' ' And I will not that any Mao command any Wrong 

after hiiCu- to be donc to vou. God you hold, or Keep. 

Bom* >inl Tollt ' ' ' r 

ID the Port of 

London, befiwe There are two things remarkable in this Charter, 

they were let = ■>' » 

to Fee-Fum. (as 'tls cali'd.) Firft, The Burgefles were declared, 

.^■^fX' all to be Law-worthy. Secondly, That their Chil- 

Coni)ueron ^ren fliould be their Heirs. Now there were two 

pnitcaioii to ways of being Law-worthy, or having the benefit 

AeCiiyof »f the Law. By the Swtc and Condition of Mens 

Perfons, 
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Perfons, fo almoftall Free-Men had the free benefit 
of the Law, but Men of fervile Condition had not, 
cfpecially^ fucb as were in Dcmini; in Demeafo, for 
they received Juftice from their Lords, were judged 
by them in moft Cafes, and had not the true benefit 
of the Law ; fo neither as to the fecond obfervable in 
this Charter, could their Children be their Heirs, 
for they held their Lands and Goods at the Will of 
the Lord, and were not fure to enjoy them longer 
than they pleated him. The fecond way of being 
Law-worthy was, when Men had notcommitted any 
Crimes, or done any thing for which they fi>rfei^ 
the Law and deferved to be Out-Iawed, then they 
were faid to be Legates homines^ rt3i in Curia^ or Law- 
worthy, but not fo properly as in the firlt fenfe of 
the Word. 

From hence we may make a very probable Con- 
jecture at the true meaning of this Pro(e3ion or 
Charter. It is not to be doubted, but that the fiur- 
gefles of London had obtained of the Saxon Kings 
leveral Liberties and Immunities, amongft which 
this was one, to be fo far free as not to be in Dend- 
nioy or fo obnoxious to any Lord, but that by rea- 
fonof their State and Condition, diey might be Law- 
worthy, that is, have the free benefit of the Law, 
and hadlikewife further obtuned (if it was not then 
a confequent of their Perfonal State and Condition) 
' that their Children fliould be Heirs of their Lands 
and Goods, and in both thefe were free, from the 
Injuries, and imreafonable Demands, and Power of 
any fevere Lord ; So that all the application made 
by their * Bifhop William, and not unlikely by ^WtkatMi 
Godfrey the Port-Reve, to the Conqueror for them, J.'^^^^' •* 
was, that their State and Condition might be the i«n yc*n, in 
fame it was in King Edward's Days, that their ^ ^*"*'» 
Children 
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Children migllt be thtnr HeiK, and that they mi^t 
in both be prateAcd from the Injury and Violence 
ofiaitwrious Lords, which by the Prevalency of 
thnr Bifltop were granted ( confidcring therefore that 
by the foregoing InflanceE It is clear, that many or 
mott Burgefles of other Burghs, were in Domini* 
cidwr of the King, or bme other Lonls, or Patroiw, _ 
hi the time of King Edward, and that the Londoner* 
might fear the Conqueror would break in upon dieir 
Privileges, and reduce them to the fame Condition % 
this ezftlication leems to dilcover the genuine Mean- 
sig, and very Import of this Protection, or, as 'tis 
«oaimoaly called. Charter. 

■ A Conjeflure How long in moft Bui^, very many Bnrgeffes 

whta the tree remained in this fervile Sute, or others in a Middle 

coafition Dt ' 

Siufba bcfuu or Neutral State of between Servitude and Freedcun, 

I cannot fay certainly, but do fuppofe, until our an- 
cient Norman Kings granted by their Charters, there 
fiiouM be Merchant or Trading-GJlds, Communities 
■ s„ A^end. ^1^ Societies, in Burghs, and gave them * Free Li- 
iJ. 1. »'t b. & bejty of Trade, without paying Toll or Cuflom any 
inj Creit Ya- whcre, Other than their Fee-Farm-Rcnt in Lieu 
nautb. of them, where that was rcferved; or to raifcand 

multiply fuch Payments by Encouragement oif 
Trade, which by the Gjants of fuch Liberties did 
mightily incrcafe, where the King's Baylil^ collec- 
ted them. 



In France and Countries adjoining, the Chief 
'j4]Durrero, J»nd Ruling Inhabitants, of Cities, Burghs and 
ThI'commu- "^o*^*' *^' enjoyed thefe PriviKges were called 
niiiu ef CitiM Communities, which in Latin were variouily expref* 
"'•""' fed, by the Words [4] Cammunt, Commutfia^ Ctmrnii- 
n;V; Commmitas: Du Frefn in his GlofTary, a;)d Ex- 
plication of thefe words, fays. The Kings of France 



F»«ign pttu 
con&iQcd hf 
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link «vet-«n>wii !>»»«>(•«»«* "«"'•«"' "•" 
vm lh«i>, tliaihtT'tlww' f"*C''«' "^ "■"""" 
Aeirown, where there wofach Comtniinilief, 
and truely, for that the inhabitanu were m a man- 
an &Md ftom drf Doillhrion of their Ij>rdi *ele- 
W, and berame immeiHatelylubjea t»their Kinp 
wh«b7re«fciiofl«chE«aHiflii»ent.haJPc*ert(i ^ 
«dl them romi inie their Amfiei, many fu* Cmn-' 
rmmHiwtieie eiefled in France hjr Dolie., Earh, 
and o*er great ValTals of that King, which wero 
UnSmed by hit Affent, and Supmne Right, an* 
irhereW pK»IW did i«»utc, and talce away hcllf 
(;omb»*lilie»withoat«onroItiiigtheirLonla,if*e 
I.hrf«B<i«-ft^. T.«fameA^6r...*««n.^^-; 

. iJ^ fi!w*h«l£*' J^O P^itclflia rkeUfmtliFy. HCABI- .community ■ 
WWW» COBWCIO", MAJ<»ATUvSlGItWM,-*|Cltj, « 
- eAI*l>»l»Ai1l«SfiWy^j0kl3DICTI0. ThiliS, 

tktcUeT rtriwgt which conftiwwtl aComrtwiiiTr 

tkiyt FratoflitycrCommott-Cwmcil, out of »^cls 

dwy wt«,«D U clwfen, a fielUFryand Bell, w c4tt 

tbcm lOBfttac to puUic Meetings, i Common S««l 

•nd JiirifittaSofl. H« ^ves an account of Ninety- 

fcnnia. Fsanec, and. parts, adjoining, which vcw 

■ndtri by Qtvter* of tke Ancitnt Kings tbaa>^ 

»d ^ii; M«# Vaffiilt. Thr mofl. ancte»t» 1 JtwL 

,o»»^t|tem, j.th. q«rt« got"»<» t»yLewi» *" w^rrS''?'. 

Sixchi a|Ucithe.Qro& tji th« Town of St. Kiquifit: begiDwbe 

ii»?ontieu,A.P.w»6. Heb«ganlu»»igm July ':^]^ 

|6,A.>p. i»o8, and WM Contemporary to out 

^em^ the iPirft, they weremucji inctcafid and 9»«l-. 

tiplied by hitSucceflbr Levis ^ Seventh, whs was. 

j^»timp«aq[to«w¥antS«phen,aad^.H^ 

Sscmid." ' j> -■■.'.:-- ' . - - i;--; 

Abo«t 
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A.'D.'ik24, and'ms Comwnpmrii^tiitMr'lIeiiirf 
ttwFfrftand Xdng^^i^efl* ' ■■-■-'■■■ ,<■■'. 

IfcWalits icpt probabolitjrtbof^hil nuuSftftty apu 

pcariLbQt, that Wj^um K.ntfusy-Hcni7! tkcIRicft 4nd 

KinB&t(!pbea,boiiigkUVfiu^D8,.g[Bnt«(]'iai{^]inw 

mtwijiff i;«-3i«rg^HMi(<)^M)Ch«in tbititeirBut^9 ' 

aiHf by the time, tiiat Gifltivji vntVt J^^hl9» m 

the R^gnof HcnfytheSecond, Bvr^;4ia4'fP£ffi9t 

fj] GUnril. yrivil^, as that if a Bon^-Man t^ -^n^oCiCsJ 

*»• *■ 9tB)ai jied, in a Bu(gh a? l,Bargefc ^ Miaiber iof it, ^ 

yWf^dday, he was hy that v«y BuWflnw^pwJe 

$'f«>.WMl (o:it vas in:Sctltland* ho^Wv^lw^^ftM 

a9d«ii|jpy«d the Z/ib«rt]^ of the Bu^, tftMwett 

\ , abl&tohuyaBurgagewidhisI^r(l«Me^))MRaat 

^S] leg. bre. yKhin B Ye»r and iOiy. Si [&ih^ui\€iamm'^ 

^' ^fftm fin vji/favtV ^fn/HS/mit vtturit in ■BiMrgKi 

gU.ptr mum jimmnufDuMKm SHeMiJhuGaiumiSaJie* 

itimi ^l vd ^ui BalBvi : StafrntntUbaijVUiuit 

° tmt'Burgi.gduiebitfiaa Burgtttfit, y^ j/Stfif^mlMi 

tmti-'Rigis. And is or befw« -Aie fa^ijiu^-ot ti»U 

Kingrbe granted by cbaitpr befofe-cttdly.ito^dM 

^CgcfffS of WaHie^^nrdi Auuty large C^ivdc^cft&Hi 

tfae.fitryxe they did: hioiiagainSXIngifi^pbdij^iB 

' »torenn£ hia liwfldhH)> < Rigtit. ^71ft»Md, 

AMUiftidp of Qlnte^6u^y^' ««i-«^ito<jfii^t«^»ii» 

Qbdrttfr, whoitted,'ArD. 4il«ft<^4htf^Si)tft tif 

RMrytKe Second ; -^n-diefitir ^lib'ani'O^Uord . 

hadCKwCTslntht'beignof Henryfee'tetfa, ai 

[s] Append. apptwsby the f5] thartc^ 6f Portftttonth' (n the 

Wi'w. .. *. FtftHWAichani-theFirftjjrfld-ttntof-pj'Art*)^ 

T« in thi Sixth of King John, ' ^ ' ' ' 

:. .\ *■' Why 



Etfglifii Burghs, or Bmrought, 33 

Why thefe were called Free-Burghs, and why the 
Tradefmen in them were called Free Burgefles, the 
Charters themfelves will inform us, in the Charter 
[7] Dunwich, Johannis 29 Junii. SiJatis, ms cenetf- [7] Append. 
JtJJi, quod Burgum de Dunevsi%. Sit Liberum Burgum,. "' 3" 
So in the Charter of Bridgwater granted to William 
Briwer. [8] ^odBrugt Walteri, 2 Johannis 26 Junit, [SJApperd.s.y. 
Jit Liberum, Burgum, (3 quodibifu Liberum Afercatum, and Butgeflet 
and that the BurgefTes of the fame Burg fliould be ];"'^''l 
Free Burgefles and quiet of Toll, Faflage, Pontage, and Free-Bur- 
Lafflage and Stallage, and ihould have all Liberties s™"' 
and Free Cufloms, Quittances, which belonged to 
the Crown, through all his. Territories, andallPorts, 
except the City of London. Likewife in the Char- 
ter of Hellefton in Cornwall, 2 jBhan. Uljit [9] [gl Append, 
Burgut mjlff dt HtUeflm Lihir Burgus,i^£. After "" 
the fame manner King John granted to the Burgef- 
fes of the Town of [i] Yarmouth in Norf. ^ed ['] ApP'nJ' 
Burgmfis nofiri dt Gtmemua hahtant Burgum de Gerru- 
mua adfeodi Firmam in perpetuum ; (^ quod Burgut ilU 
fa Liber Burgs in perpetuum. In the Fifth of the 
fame King, Noven'tii ut Villa de Lemna/( [2] Liber [»] Append. 
Burgus in perpetuum. And in the Charter to Hertle- 
poolc in the Biflioprick of Durham [3) Sciatisnoi [jJAppeni. 
eonceJiyfe f hae prtifenti Charta. noflra ennfirmaffi hamini- 
ius de Hertlepfole, quod fmt liheri Burgtnfis. Which 
Liberty granted to the Burgs and Burgefles (for all 
Inhabitants of Burgs were not fuch) frasa Freedom whit the Free* 
to Buy and Ztll freely without diflurbance, a Liberty do™ of Burg* 
from paying Toll, PoAUge, Paflage-Money, Laf- wm, and in 
tage, Stallage, &c. In the Mercatcs and Fairs in wt'«it<=«'fifl^- 
thefe Burgs, and in coming to, and going from 
diem, and for thefe things the Burgs were called 
free Burgs, and the Burgefl!es free Burgefles, and for 
nothing elfe, as is moft evident from the Charters 
themfelves. 

D From 
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■wh»t *• ^"■- From the Burg and other Laws of Scotland, the 
■nil Burgcfi« faffle thing is evinced; in the Burg-Laws, ?iV. A 
Cg-L.t^of f^i'^'''> C. 86, hy which every Houfe was bound 
Scotkod. to iind one to Watch and Knoci at their Doors w!th a 

Staff. Exctptis ViiiiJs, qua tamtn ft Ccmrnunicaverint 
cam yidnif/uis, in Emtnde W VtndenJe, Vigilare Mtm, 
i£ alia antra fuppBTtare ; except Widows, who not- 
withtlanding, if they bought aaAfoldas their Neigh- 
bours did, ought to Watch and bear other Bur- 
thens. Again, Cap. 108 NuUui Burgtnjh qui ma- 
net extra Burgum pBteJI altquid Emere nee fendere, juc 
Liber tffe in aliqm Burgo nifi in illo Burga in qua ejl Bur- 
gen/a. And in Chap. 139, Statuit Rex David, 
quad Bmnes Burgen/es fuijint lUeri per tatum Regmm 
fuum, tarn per aquam quam per Terrenii ad Emendum 
tlf Venderidum, & ad cemmadum fuum faciendum ahfqvt' 
perturiatiene, fuper plttittm fuainforu/affurain. 

King David made a Law, that all his Burgcfles 
fliould be free to Buy and Sell in his whole King' 
doDi, as well by Water as by Land, and to make . 
their advantage without dijlurbance, upon pain of 
full forfeiture to fuch as difturbed them. In thC' 
Statutes of King William, Chap. 35, Ittmftattdtt 
quad Mercatoris Regni habcant Gildamfuam Mertatt' 
riatn, iff ita gaudeant in pace, eum iibertate Emmdi d 
VtHdendi, ubique infra {imitis Libertatum Burgernm, it* 
quad quiUbet fit contentus fua Libertate, t^nuiJus atxu- 
pet Libertaiim aiterius, f^c. Alfo be decreed, -that 
the Merchants of the Kingdom fhould have their 
Mer^nt-Gtld, and fo peaceably with the Libeity 
of bujring and felling every where within the Li- 
berties of their Burgs, fo that every one be content 
* Ttuit U, life with h^ Liberty, and none {hould * U&rp the Li« 
iM Tnd*. j^^j,jy ^j- jmQjjy^^ y^_ gy underilanding wherein 

their Liberty confifiedi we come to koaw yrbxt 
Men, 
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Men, the Burgcffes were, towit, buyers and feller^; - 
ordinary and common Ttadefmen, (then called 
Merchants) fuch a£ are commonly found in ordinary 
inland Burgs, andMercate Towns, fuchas frequented 
Fairs and Markets. So iti a plea [4] between the r 1 Riijy>, 
Abbat of Weftminfter, and the Tradefmen that re- eltda Pitle- 
fortcd to his Fair there in 30Ch of Edward the Firft, ijjj^'j^^; j'l: 
they are often called Mcrcatores Merchants; like- 
wife in the 34th of the fame King in the Parlement 
holden at [5 J Wcftminfter on the morrow after [tiintuCom- 
Trinity Sunday, the Citifens, Burgefles, and others m^niaiie 7=r- 
of the King's demeafn Subjefts, granted unto him Ann. R,?. Ed. 
the 20th part of their Goods, &c. Mat. Weftminfter, '■ !*■ """ . ^^ 
fpeakinf of this Tcry Gift, fays, [6} Mereaturei Fia- inScacsitio. 
firtum Dtnaritpn anceffiruntf and in all old Authors, t*J'^'*SS' "" 
Englifh and French, Ordinary Tradefmen are ter- 
med Merchants, In the agrec.mcnt between Rich- 
ard the Firft King of England, and Philip King of 
France at MdEna. Statutum eft a pradiifis R^gHus, 
quad Mercator^ dt quacunque Mercatiane fit Aftrcator^ 
tim pateft enure h exercitu panem ad Vendendum, ne fa- 
rirutittj niji aliquis Alienigena iliom addttxirit, ^ de ilia 
pantm ficerhy nee Bhdum nifi de illo Jimitlter faium 
fecerit. Hoved. f. 384. b. n. 30. Here Bakers and 
Sutlers jvere accounted Merchants. Ali! Merca-^ 
torus, de quatunque Mercatitme fusrini, in Decern De^ 
varies ttntntur Lucreri unum. Ibid, Here other ordi- 
nary Tradefmen, that brought goods into the Army 
to fellj were termed Merchants. Jldermannus Gilda 
Mamhrum OxBnia^ fudex Gilda Oxentenfis. ^t 
Mercatorum litet dijudicabai. Mmaft. Angl. Tom. 2- 
/. 141. Here the ordinary Tradefmen of Oxford, 
were called Merchants, and that they were fo deno- 
minated, the very v/ords, Gilda Mereatoriaf do fu&- J 
ciently prove it, as it was granted to moft ordinary 
inland Burgs. ' 

* D a For 
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For the Gild or Community there did alwa^con- 
fift of afeleft Number of ordinary Tradefmen, yet 
of the inoft Difcreet and Wealthy of the Burg, and 
by whom the Bulk of the meaner Sort of Burgefles 
(or as they arc now called. Freemen) were fuper- 
intended and governed. In the Iter or Circuit of 
the King's Chamberlain, who had the Superlnten- 
dency of all Burgs in Scotland, and went from Burg 
to Burg, and punifhed all Faults and Crimes com- 
mitted there, and alfo the chief Officers, if negli~ 
gent in their Duties, in the third Chapter of the 
Iter, intituled, ModuiTnundi Iter, halh this Article; 
/(em, fetantur in Sa-iptis omnia Nomina Burgenfium in- 
fra haiitantium, ttf extra, videlicet, Nomina fratrum 
Gildaperfe, & Nomina aliot urn perfi. Alfo, that all 
the Names of the Burgefles be demanded in Writing, 
as well of thofe that dwell within the Burg as with- 
out; that is to fay, the Names of the Brethren of 
the Gild by themfelves, and the Names of others by 
ihemfelves ; from hence it is dear, the Gilds or Com- 
munities of all the Burgs in Scotland were a fele£t 
Number, and fo they were in France, Germany, and 
all other places where they had Burgs, or Municipal 
Towns, and in England the fame. 

r. In the [7] Year 1191, which was the Second of 
■ Richard the Firft, John Earl of Morelon, the Arch- 
bifhop of Roven, and all the Bifhops, Earls and Ba- 
rons, with the Citizens of London, met in St. Paul's 
Church-yard on the nth of Oftober, depofed thp 
Chancellor, William Longchamp, Bifhop of Ely, 
(he King then in the Holy Land, and made Walter, 
Archbilhop of Roven, Chancellor in his ftead, and 
the fame Day the faid Earl and Archbifhop, and 
other the K ing*s Juftices, granted to the Citizens of 
London, to have their Conununity. Etcodem Dit 
Cmies 
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Cmes Mtretanii, ii ArehUpifiafus Ratbeaugtnfis, bf 
alii Regis Juftitiarii cancejferunt Civibta Landenarium ch^fentM"" **" 
habere Cammuniam fuom. And the fame Year the Earl Loniaa, ih« 
<rf Morcton and the Archbifhop, and- almoft all the j,/^ , conv- 
Biftops, and Earls, and Barons of the Kingdom, did """"')'• 
fwear firmly and ftcdfaftly to defend and prefervc 
that Community, fo long as it pleafed the King. 
Et eodum Anno Games Maretanii, i^ Archiepifiapus Ra- 
thomagtajis^ (J Jereamnes Epijiapi £? ComiUi it Baranet 
R/gni jurtrOerunt Communiam illam^rmitir, & incmcu£i 
Strvaturat j quamdiu Damina Rjgt plaiuerit. 

This Community, which was thus granted to the 
Citizens, was a felei£t Number, for the better manage- 
ment of the Affairs of the City, for no doubt but the 
Citizens met promifcuoufly in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
and to avoid confufion for the future, it was dcfired by 
themfelves, and thought requifite by Earl Moreton, 
the Chancellor, and the Kings Juftices, that they 
fliould have fuqh an Eitabliflunent, the better to affift 
them in their feditious Pra£tices, and for the more * gdward the 
advantage of the Citizens; otherwife, why Ihould j™f'',he'°atl- 
the Citizens defire it, and the Nobility be importuned lens of Londan, 
to fwear the Defence of it? The Citizens that were ^^*"(jf thi 
ofthisConftitution fwear Fealty to the King, andalfa 19^ "l hi« 
to hisBrother [8] John Earl of Moreton againft all men n,e'tnJ oTse " 
if he fliould die without Heirs, and fome Obligation ^',h fS™ 
there was upon them without doabt to aflift in * War, Force, upon 
as well as there was upon the Communities in other £^i)e clrTtace 
Nations, if Earl John, and the Bifliops and Barons f''»fti">ll**»i«- 

bintur id pu£- 

of his Fa^ion, could have had an opportunity to have nam, ninpirf'- 
fifed them. In Rigord, and other ancient French [",m",^'^ 
Hiftorians, we read often of the Kine of France cal- «ir»m) ipft eo- 

' ° dcm Die revel- 

ling out his Communities to War, and Hoveden n mte biii w- 

?forefaid tells us [g] that A. D. 1197, on the Eve "'J'"'.'^.^"*' 
of St. Michael, Philippus Rex Frana'a Magna cangre- [9] 1^444- b. 
D 3 gato 
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gtUi Extrdtu Jl^litum, ii Cemmunlartim Suarum, Exiem 
• Mint, opoii ''** Mantua prsftHui efl Virfus CurctUs. Here it f«ins 
the River Seyn gjif he.had as much Power to call his + Communi- 
In the Me of ' 

Fnnce. ties out to War, as he had to call his Knights, and 

■n the wwd " 'his may be the reafon why London in the time of 
Hoftii, where .Edward the Third, and fomc other Cities and Burghs 
it evidently ° 

mipeiti, th»t in England had Charters of Privikge, and Grants 
ifc oTSde."'' fron^ o"r Antient Kings, that they fcould not be 
•nd.Bur^i in called out to War, or forced to march out of the Li- 

Ftincc, w«eto . r .. - x -n-a.- 

feud out iheir mits of thcir own J unldidtion, 
Horle and Foot 

in»the"HXor Whether this Community mentioned by Hoveden 
■*™J- was the firft that was granted to London, or whether 

they.had'one before, and it was diffblved by King 
Henry the Second, for their conlbrtt Rebellion 
againft his Mother Maud the Kmprefs and himfetf, 
and never reftorcd until this time, I know not. They 
had rot a Mayor until the firft of Richard the Firft, 
the Year before this, and perhaps might not have a 
Community until the Second of his Reign. How- 
rilLih.A.B.C. everit was then,itappears,by the City [i] Books, that 
throujlioiit. in the time of Edward the Firft, and the fucceeding 
Kings, it had Communio's, and the firft mentioned in 
thefe Books confifted of two in every Ward, in all 
Forty, who were elefied by the Prebi hamines of 
the Ward, which ProU homints are explained by thefe 
Words, Diferetiares, Sapitntiorts, f^Melisres tit IVarda j 
the moft, difcreet, knowing, and beft Men of the 
Ward. Such were the Ele^ors, andof fuch was the 
Community to confift, fometimes theNumber of the 
Communia, (which word is more frequently ufed in 
their Books, than Communitas) was made up of 2, 4, 
6,8. out of every Ward, or out of fome Wards more. 
Others fewer, according to the Quantity of the Ward 
aiid the Summons, at leaft Dire<Stioo, of the Major, 
orofhimand tbe^SherJ^. ^ 

There 
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There is a notable Writ or Record much to this 
purpofe in the time of King [a] Henry the Sixth, T*] Abp«iJ. ». 
concerning the Ele3ion of the Mayor and Aldermen 
of London j fetting forth, that his Progenitors Kings 
of England, had by their Charters granted to his Ci- 
tizens of the City aforefaid Liberty to choofe a Mayor 
and Aldermen among themfelves, whom they pleafed, 
and to prefent them to the Lord Treafurer and 
Barons of the Exchequer, the King not being there, 
that according to Cuftom they might be admitted. 
And that though according to Cuftom in formei' 
times, they were wont to be chofen by the Aldermen, 
and more difcreet Perfons of the faid City, fpecially 
fummoned and warned for that purpofe, ('tis not 
faid, how many out of every Ward} yet fomc that bad 
not, nor ought to have, any Interell in fuch Elec- 
tions, came, and with their Noife and Clamors dif- 
turbed them. He therefore commanded the Mayor 
and SheriiFs to make Proclamation and prohibit all 
from coming, that had no right to be there, and that 
the Elections fliould be made by the Aldermen 
and others, more difcreet and able Citizens of the 
laid City, fpecially fummoned for that Kurpofe, ac- 
cordin^g to Cuftom, letting them know, that if any 
one was chofen any other way and prefented to him, 
or the Treafurer or Barons of the Exchequer, he 
(hoald not be admitted, and alfo dire^ing them to 
arreft, and commit to Prifon, alt fuch as they ftiould 
itnd doing contrary to the Proclamation and Inhi- 
bition. 

In the 29th of Edward the Firft, John Blund was 
chofen Mayor [3] per Commune Con/ilium £lye Rufel ^^^^*' "' '^'" 
tmuMajaris, and the Aldermen there named ; and How the 
the Sheriffs, ptr affenfum Duodidm preberum hominum dcnnen of 
Shgularua fTardarum, by Affcnt of Twelve Good J^"^**'* 
Mcii 
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M«n of every Ward. In the 31ft of the fame Kii^, 

[4] lUd. t. Ill, aifo jn tijg 22d and 33d, John Lincoln [4,] apd John 

Blund the third apd fourth time chofen by Twelve 

httoi et legalis homines de fuaiiiet JVarda SummJiites i 

Twelve good and lawful Men fummoncd out of 

cyery Ward- In that3ift Year, William deCoumb-' 

[5] Ub. c. f. Martin, and John de Burford were [5] eleded bheriiFs 

"'' by the Mayor and Aldermen, in prafentia XII de Sin- 

gulit JVardis Sammoniturum (>d E/igendum W reclpiert' 

dum Vicecomite! fucs, in the prefence of Twelve of 

every Ward, fummoned to choofe and receive their 

Sheiiffs. 

[6]Lib. i.f. 3, In the Siifth of Edward the Second, [6] William 
** Wellesford and another were chofen Sheriffs by the 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Twelve fummoned out of 
every Ward. Wellesford dyes, and Adam Ludkii^ 
was chofen, per Sex & ampUus de Singulis Wardii Sum- 
momtoSy by Six and more fummoned out of every 
Ward, 

In the Seventh of Edward the Second, Nicholas 
[tJAhI. b. [7] Fuendon was chofen Mayor by the Mayor, 

Aldermen, Sheriffs, (^ per Commutiilalem, by the Com^ 
rs] Ihi4. munity afTembled. The [8J Sheriffs chofen the fam^ 

Year by the Mayor, Aldermen, And per CemmiMta-* 

tern S^trnmonitam, i^c. by the Community funii 

moned, £^f. 

In the Eighth of Edward the Second, the Mayoy 
[g]IUd.f<4.*. and Sheriffs were chofen as before, and [9] ^«r/>ro- 

biares homines Cammunitatis de quaiibet fVarda, by thQ 
better Men of the Community of every Ward- 

[tlLondDfi In the 20th of Edward the Third, it was [i1 

f.»'bi!iu agreed, That from thenceforth tfiere ihould com^ 

A? 
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the Mayor, Aldermen, s^nd alfo out of every Ward 
of the City of London, Twelve, E^ght, or Six, ac- 
cording as the Ward (hall be great or ftnall of the 
richeft and wifeft of every Ward ; and fuch Twelve, 
Eight, or Six, with the Mayor and Aldermen, Ihall 
intermeddle, and choole a Mayor and Sheriffs for the 
year following. In all thefe Elections, and all others 
in the Times of Edw. i, 2. 3, Rich. 2. Hei). 4, 5, 
;md 6, no mention is made of the Common Council, 
but there can be no doubt made but that the Com- 
mon Council-Men in every Ward were all fummoned 
and the others that were fummoned befides them, were 
fent to by the Mayor's Direi^ion, and happily, not 
without the Advice of the Aldermen and Sheriffs; 
there being not the leaft Notice of their being choJeq 
|)y the Ward. 

Thefe Eleflions are recorded by various ExpreT- 
Gons, and probably were not made always according' 
to the fame exadl Form, until the Fifteenth of Edward 
the Fourth J when the [2] Mafters, Wardens, and 
Liveries of the feveral Companies were taken in. 
So that fince that time, the£Ie£lionsof the Mayor 
and Sheriflij &c. are made by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Common Council, and them, according to the A^' 
pf Common Council then made. 



In the year 1650, there was a great Controvcrfy, 
Whether the Right of electing Lord Mayors, 
Sheriffs, &c. refted in the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and the Freemen in general by their Reprefcntatives 
(0 be choferi in every Ward ; Or in the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Common Council, Maflers, Wardens, and 
Liveries of the feveral Companies ; managed by 
^udge Hales, and Mr. Serjeant Maynard of Council ^ 
for the Livery-men, and Major John Wildman, and 
9ne y^t. Price, Agents and Speakers fbr the Freemen, 
before 
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before the Lord Mayor, Court of AWermen, and 
The Commu- Common Council. Now in which foever the Right 
J^'widon* • of Election remained, the Arguments on both Sides, 
fciefl Numhtr. aiid,the Records then produced, and infifted upon by 
them, do manifcftly prove. That the Community of 
the City, or as 'tis called the Commonalty, did con- 
fift of a felefl: Number of the more difcreet, able, 
■ wife, and rich Citizens, and was not the Body of 
Freemen in Genera! : And that foch a feleit Num- 
ber in Cities and Burgs was moft frequently expref- 
fed, meant, and underftood, by the Latin Words, 
, 'Ctmtnuna, Cotmroinia^ or Communilas. And is, or 
fHight to be fo, at this Day. 

[j] See Petl- Sk the [3] Title of (be CommoH Council holden 

jj^'ieso-in ' in the Chamberofthe Guildhall oftheCityofLoR- 

'^'"* don, before the Mayor, Aldermen, SheriiFs, and the 

greater part of the Common^s in Common Council 

alTembled. AH thefe together being a feleift Numi- 

T "hrc''"" ^" '" Corawon C«uncil aflembled, are the Com- 

munityof monalty or Community of the City of London, ac- 

tondon ton 1 ■ ^Qj^jj^g (^ jj^g ancient Import, and true Stgoi/ic». 

tion of tbofe Latin Words in all Nations. 

[4] Scrlptet, In the [+] Eftablifliment or Charter of Rovwi, 

wresjbyDu and Falaifc in Normandy,_the Gov^nment of the 

■ Cheto-f. 106.6. City and Town was by a Mayor, Twenty-four 

Jurats, (lb called, becaufe fworn, &c. when they 

werechofen and admitted) and an Hundred Pares or 

Peers. The Twenty-four Jurats were annually 

WhM the Cora- ,, rin,. _ 

miimtyofRe- chofcn, out of .the 100 Peers, by the loo Peers i 
i^" w»" wherof Twelve were Efchevins, that is, Aldermen, 
and the other Twelve, Csnfultorts, Counfellors, 
and all thefe together were called the Communia, or 
Community of that City and Town with the 
Caftle. 

Yet 
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Yet further, to make k clear beyond all exception* 
•hat the Comm unity or Commonalty of a Burgh or 
City was, I will add a Claufe in a private Aft of 
Parliament, made for the Eftablifhrnent of cert^n ' 

Rents, and other Matters between the Burgh of Ply- 
mouth, and the Prior and Convent of Plimpton^ in 
the Time of Kin^ Edward flie Fourth, in thefe En- 
glifh words, as 'tis to be foiind upon the Parliament 
Rol, 4Edw. IV. iVl. • 38. 39. Andiflhefaidytrely •Atthetnd 
Rtntof*m:t\. vis.viiid. be iehind in part, or in till^ bnne uid Begia- 
Mtt payd U the fame Prisur ef P]ymptonj andOmnt, lUDgofthtjsiii. 
and to thtir Sueeejfours in the fame Priorye by xv Dayes 
next after Eity sf the faid Fefis of Payment, That then it 
be Lefidi unta ^fame Priour and Cevent and their Stic- 
teffoitrs, and to their Cheers and Minijieri is Diftreyu 
m the Jaid Bourough, and in Name of Difirejfe to take 
tilth* Goods end Cdtal/et of the faid Maire and Com- 
HOttAtTKyOitdofaUolierBvRGSssoflhefameBorough, 
. and of ail other Perfons refident and dwelling in the Miyonnd 
fiime Borough, and Precinii of the fame, and in every difliaa from alt 
Parcel thereof. Here wc find the Mayor and Com- f^'"'^"''^" 
monalty of Plymouth a Select Number, and diftin£l 
from all other BurgefTes of that Burgh,^ and all other 
Perfons refident and dwelling within the fame. 
And what the Mayor and Commonalty of this Burgh 
were, other than the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council, or the Mayor and chief Burgefles, 
which were the governing Part of the Town, let any 
one, that can, tell me. 

But if all this fliould not be thought fufficient to 
prove. That the Commonalties or Communitim 
of Burghs, or other Societies, were a Select Num- 
ber, and different from all other Common Bur- 
cesses, fuch as are not Iktisfied may perufii the fol- 
lowing Statutes. 

In 
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In* the 2d and 3d of Ed. v. 6. C. 36. TheLerdt 
andCmimm did by Authority cf that Parliament Give 
and Grant, &c. To be Rated, Taxed, Levied, and Ga- 
thered as welt of all and every perfin, as were, or there- 
after Jhould be, his Graces natural SubjeSls, as ofalland 
'every Fraternity, Guild, Corporation, My- 
stery, Brotherhood, CoMPANy, or Commu- 
NALTY, Corporate er net Csrpsrate, within the Realm of 
England, Wales, and other the Kin^s Dominions, iif:. 
And fo in the 7th of the fame King, C. 12. The 
fame Words arc in the zd and 3d of Philip and Mary, 
C. 23. In the 5th of (^ueen Eliz. C. 27. And fur- 
ther be it Enaiied by the Authority afortfaid. That every 
Perfon horn under the ^een's Obeyfance, andeveryCoR- 
roRATioN, Fraternity, Guild, Mystery, 
Brotherhood and CoMMVUALTYy Corporate ernot 
Corporate, for every Pound of every of the fame Perfan, 
and every Corporation, Fraternity, Guild, 
Mystery, Brotherhood and Communalty, 
Corporate or not Corporate^ or any other to his or their ufe, 
hath in Fee-Simple, Fee-Tail, for Term of Life, Term of 
Tears, by Execution, JVardJhip, or by Copy of Court-Roll, 
tf and in any Hoiio&s, Castles; Manors, Lands, 
Tenements, Rents, Services, Heredita- 
ments, Annuities, Fees, Corrodies, or other 
Yearly Profits, of the Yearly Value of Twenty Shillings^ 
and fo upwards, Jhall pay to and for the fir/i Payment of 
the faid SuBSiUY Two Shillings and Eight Penee of and 
for every Pound, &c. 

The fame Words are in the i8th of Etiz. C. 23. 
and in the 27th of Eliz. C. 29. Alfo 29th of Eliz. 
C.8. Ai)d43dofEliz. C. 18. 

All thcfc Wards of Fraternity, Guild, Cor- 
poration, Mystery, Brotherhood, Company 
^d Communalty, Corporate by Charter, or vo- 
luntray 
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EngBJb Burghsy or Baureughs. 
lumarily Embodied or United (by permiffion) 
amongft themfelves Without one, are Terms almoft 
Identical, and Expreflive of one another; and are 
fuch as in thofe Times were frequently ufed, to de- 
nrtc a feleit Number of Men joined together in 
mutual Society and Fellowfhip, for tranfaSiog the 
Common Buflnefs of a greater Number that had 
Dependence on that Society or Fellowihip, and of all 
the ordinary and general members of the fame. 
And this feledl Number is in all thcfe Statutes, ex- 
preiled and notified, by one, or more, or all the 
Words above-mentioned, in Contradiftinflion to the 
common, ordihary, and general Members of fuch 
Fraternities, Guilds, Corporations, My- 
steries, Brotherhoods, Companies and Com- 
UUNALTIES. For the Subsidies granted by all thefc 
Statutes, were to be rated, taxed, levyed, and gathered 
as wellof all and every Perfonthatwere the King'sSub- 
jedls,asofall and every Fraternitv,Guii.d,Com- 
MUNALTY, W<r. So that Fraternities, Guilds 
and Communities, muft bediiFerent things, from 
fingle and particular Perfons, or all the Kings 
Subjefls in general. And from the common and 
wdinary Members of fuc^ Societies, who could not 
be there meant, or underftood by Communalty, or 
Commonalties, as having no Honors, Castles, 
Manors, Lands, Tenements, or Heredtia- 
HENTs vefted in themj nor does One of Twenty 
of them poffefs or enjoy any fuch Things. There- 
fore feeing Commonalties had fuch Pofleffions, 
they muft be Select Numbers^ and Bodies ofMcii 
who wcr; by Law capable of taking, receiving, 
and being poffefTed of them. And from hence, as 
well as from what hath been faid before, 'tis mani- 
feft beyond Contradi<9ion, Xbat the Commonal- 
TiEi, of Cities and Burghs, and other Societies or 
Fellow 
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Fellowfltip, were the Magiftrates and GcpTernors,«id 
all fuch as with them had the Tranradion of all 
Affairs appertaining to them, and not the common, 
ordinary, or inferior Burgelles, who always, wen 
tinder the Government, and Dire^on of fuch Cou- 
' MUNITIES, or CoMMOMALTlES. 

AdPetitionemCoMMUNlTATis Vills de Hunting- 
dan & Simanis de Broiigbtan Magiftri HofpitaUs Saniii 
Jahanms de HunUngdatt fuggerentium Regi Quod licet 
idem Simon jam per viginti Annos & amplius Ma- 
^".' g'flir pradiai HofpitaUs Extitiffet & idEpi/ctpum iftius 
loci per Commukitatem prxdi^am prafintalus, 
tf ad ipfirum Prafmtationem in diSs HofpitaU prcut 
PriedeeeJJires ejufdrm pra/entati Jemper ba£tmus extitt- 
rtint Injiitulus fuiffit ; WiUiehais Az Langdet whi\am\- 
nus Domino Edwardo Regi nunc, dedit intelligi 
non eft Dtu quod diftum Ho/piiaUv2cabat. Quodq; 
Prafentatia ejufdem ad Regan pertinuit, per quod idem 
W^iBiebnus de LangeUi vcrius Communitatbm, & 
Magiftrum pnedidlos diverfa Brevia de Quare Impe- 
dit, ad certos Dies coram Jufticiariis Domini Regis . 
de Banco returnabilia; Nomine Regio Iropetravit, 
ad quos Dies idem IVillieMus de LangeUi ufq; finem 
Termini, ut ipfos Communitatih & Magiftrum 
vexaret inde indebite Sc gravacet, fe voluntarie & ma- 
llei ofeab fen tav it, in ipfarumCoMMUNiTATis& Ma- 
giftri Damnum, &c. Ujide petunt, C^f. 

JUfponfum ejl per CenctUum^ 

Mandetur Jufticiariis coram quibus Loquela iftd 

pcndet quod {vocedant indihto, ko non obftante quod 

Willielmus de Langelee qui fequitur pro Rege fe pot 

Maliciam iic abfcntat, quia Rex non vult quod ptt 

^ faujufmodi MaliciaiD, JuftisiBdefarotur. 

Upttt 
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Upon die Petition of the Community, or Com- ^"„2^^" 
monalty of the Town of Huntingdon, and Simon Mifterofthe 
deBroughton,MaflcrofthcHofpital of St. John of s^^jSlLiB 
Huntingdon, fuggefting totheKing, that altho' the HunOngtoii. 
ftid Simon had been Mafter of the faid Hofpiul aboTc 
twenty Years, and was prcfented by the faid Com- 
monalty to the Bilhop of the Dioccfe, and inftituted 
to the faid Hofpital according to their Prefentation, 
as his PredecefTocs always had been, neverthclcft 
William of LSngelee informed the Lord Edward that 
now is King, that the faid Hofpital was not long 
Itnce void, and that the Prefentation to the fame be- 
longed to him. By which the fame William obtain- 
ed in the King's Name divers Writs of ^an Impe£t * 
aoainft the Commonalty, &c. returnable at certain 
Days before the Juftices of Common Pleas, at which 
Days, the fame William of L£ngelce until the end of 
die Tenfl willingly and maliciouHy abfented him- 
■ftlf, that lie might thereby unduely vex and difturb 
the fitid Commonalty and Mafter, Co their Damage, i^c. 
Whence they beg, iic. 

7e which Pf tit ion 'twas anjwtr^dby the Ceuiuil. 

Let the Juftices, before whom rfie Suit is depend- 
ing, be commanded to proceed without Delay, not- 
withftanding William dc Lingelee,.who fues for the < 

King, by Malice abfenCs himfelf, becaufe the King 
will not, that Juftice fhould be delayed, by fuch 
Mali ce. 

No man I think can affirm otherwife, thin that 
this Commonalty was the Corporation, the Body Po- 
litic, or governing Part, of the Burgh or Town of 
Huntington, that prefented to the Bifhop the Mafte^ 
•f the Hofpital M be inlUtuted, that was fued by Writ 
of 
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of ^are Impedil for fo doing ; For no number «f 
ordinary Freemen, as fuch only, could have a Ca- 
pacity to do fuch Afls, and t& be fued for doing 
tbem ; nor the Herd of Common Freemen or Bu^- 
gefles, who in themfelves never were or can be quali- 
fied for any fuch Purpofes, as diftini^ from, and noC 
Members of the Body Politic or governing Part <rf' 
the Town. 

To this ancient Record I fliall fubjoin feveral 
modern Charters, hy which Burghs have been erec- 
ted, that provethe meaning of theWnrd Communitv 
or Commonalty, and who were the Commosaltv 
or Community in Burghs or Corporations. 

The firft fliall be that of Banbury, Pat. i. Marlar, 
parte lo. in the Rolls Chapel. She granted Inhabi- 
Imtiius Villte de Banbury, quad diHa Villa d^Baabmy 
de iosUra fa i£ erit LiBSR BuRGUs coRPORATUs ; In 
re, faSlQ, (^ lamiite, in perpetuum ; De Urn Balivo, 
Duodecim Aldermannis, i;c Duodecim Burgenfibus, 
per Nemen Balivi, Aldermanhorura W Burgenfmm 
Burgi tf Parochiserf* Banbury, tic quad Ballivus, 
Aldermanni £5* Burgenfes Burgi {3* Parochia pradi£fe- 
ritm siNT & ERUNT Corpus corporatum & P01.1- 
TicuM, &UKAC0MMUNITAS perpetuaDESE,rM«, 
fiila, & nomine, in perpetuum^ per Namen Ballivi, 
Alderaiannorum, W Burgenfium Burgi pradiiit i^ 
Parechia de Banbury habeantq; Succefftonem perpttuam, 
Jp/efyi Ballivum, Aldermannos, & Burgenfes, unum^ 
Corpuscorporati;m,& unam Communitatem 
DE SE rcaiiter tf ad plenum erigimus, facimus, or- 
Jinamus fef creamus, pre Keiis, Haredihm y Suceef- 
Jaribits tiojiris, in perpetuufn per Pre/enlet,Scc. Then 
it follows, That the fame B^lif, Aldermanni, & Ca- 
Pilalii Burgenfes, faeient & erunt ecvKabuMur CemmuHt 
CenfiHum 



. ,i,z<..t,CoogIf 



Engltfii Burghs, or Betmi^hs. 
CanJiUtim Bwgi pradi£}i, pra amn'ihus ribiu, maUrSii, . 
taujis, Uf taietiis, Burgum pradifium ac Regimtn i^ 
Gubematieaent inde tangeittiius ilf amcenuntibus. A fter 
theeroAioDandcotillitation of the Burgh, She grants 
there fliould be one fiurgefs to ferve in Parliament 
for th's Burgh, and that ohlv the BailifT, Aldermen 
and Bui^fles, fhould choofe him, Vtlumut ae pra 
milt & Succefflrihui mjiris per Pr^fintis anadimut iff 
mrdimtmut ^udjit iff trit in diSg Bitrga dt Banhury 
UMOsBuRGENSis ParliemfKli nafirii Hartdum, fff 
Sueuffirum mjtrarum. ^odq; PRiEDiCTi BALti- 
BUS, ALDEKMANNI, iS BURGEKSES dial BuTgl iff 
Parochix dt Banbury iff Sutceffareifid fuper Brevi naf- 
tra SucaJJorum iff Haredum naflrarum dt Elc^one 
Bargenfis Parliamtnii its dlrtSle, habeant & habe- 

BUST AUTHORITATEM, PoTESTATEM & FacUL- 

TATEM,* ElloENDi fc NOMiHANDi wttm difcretum 
Firum diHi Burg!, fare Burgenfem Parliamtnti nafirif 
Haredum iff Sucetffarum neflranmt, pra tadim Burgtt 
Eandemq; Burgenfem Jie eUflum ad onera iff cuAagia 
JidHBttrgi, Pareihia, iff Communitatis, mittent ad 
ParUamtntum najhum, Haredum iff Succeffirum najira- 
rum uhicanq; ad tunc tentum fiierit iifdem mode ifffer- 
ma prettt m aliis Burgis Regninaftri AngUx ufitatum iff 
lanfaetimjueril, ^em guit^m Burg:atem Jic eUiiOm 
iff naminatum velmnas interej^, iff meramfatire adPar- 
iiamenta nefira iff SwaJ}hrum naflrarum ad anera iff 
cufiegia diiti Burgi, iff Parechia b" Cammunilaiis ejuf~ 
drm, ■ durantt ttmpere gue hujufmodi. Parliamenta tetttrt 
xantrgerunt in todtm mtda iff ft rma preut alii Burgenfis 
ParlioBUBti pra ^ibufamq ; aliit Burgis ant alia Burgo 
fuatunqi infra diffum Regnum na/trum Anglixfacivnt 
feufttcert eanjuevtrunt. Et qui quidem Burgenfis tn hf- 
jufinadi Parliamtntii naflrii, Haredum iff SuectJIortfM 
nafirarvm hehebit vaeim fuam, tarn affirmativam quam 
negativtaa, wUraq; amnia iff fmgula faciei ibidem ^ 
£ ixejuetur 
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exequtturqua alii BurgenfeSy ant altui Burgtn/a Partia~ 
tnttiti nafirii pra quibufiunq; aliis Burgii aut alio Burgt 
quocunq; faciint aut txeqitantur, aut habertj ftctre aut 
txiqui vaUanty Ratione aut Mo^ quacunq; 

By this Charter 'tis very manifcft, that the CORr 
PORATION, and Community or Commonalty 
of this Burgh, were the fame thing, and that the 
Bailiff, twelve Aldermen, and twelve Burgdies, whQ 
alt together were the Coiluncm Council of the 
Burgh, were that Corporation and Com- 
jiurtiTY or CoMMONAiTY, and had only the 
POWER ind AUTHORITY to chopfc » Burgcis OE 
I^liament-man, 

In the fecQnd and third of Philip and Mary, part. 8, 
the Patent by which Higham Ferrers in Northamp- 
tonlhire was made a Burgh, runs ^us. OmaJimui 
Inhahftantibus Villa de Higham Ferrers, qunidiaa Fillt^ 
ftvt Burguf de Higham Ftrrers de cattnjk W trit Lr- 
S£K BuRGUB CORPORATUS ia rt, faSa, i^ nanttnts-m. 
ferpetuum , de mo Majore; septsm AingRMAN-r 
Nis, & TREDECEM BuR0SN9iBus Burgi £if Paro* 
fhia; de Higham Ferrers. A quod Major; Alder-t 
MANNj, & BuRCENSES BuTgi & Parochv^ ^^^t 
'diSlorum, siNT ef erunt Corpus corporatdm 4? 

POLITICUM, & UNA COMMUNITAS perpetUO DE St\ 

in w, fa£lD, f? nomine, inperpttutfrn, per NOUEN Ma? 
joris, Alderman norura, & Burgenljum Burgi £? Pa- 
rochia de Higham Ferrers, i^c, as in Banburyj xa^ 
then orders that seven of the heft, moft able, an4 
difcreet Inhabitants, fhould be called Aldermen, and 
thirteen more of the heft and moft able fbouU 
be called Capital Buigefles, and that the faid 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgcflcs, fliould be the 
. Commofi CottDcll of the Burgh attdTowD) totranfr 

■»4 
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Englifi Bitr^Sv, pr -fieifttigit^ 

Altiermen and BorgeiTes only, Puwer and Autho- 
ri^ Ml choofe (jne Bur^s for Parliament, &c, . 
' ^odqi ^AjoR, Aldermanni,& Burgenses di£U' 
Burgi, &c. HABEANT & HABESUNT Poteftatem, 
Authoritatem fy Facultitpm, eljgendi & naminaqdt 
iinum dlfiritum Hominem Burgi, fori Burgenfem Parlia- 
m«titiic. 174/oNSKA Cs" cusTAGiA diSi BuTgij Pa- 
rochial £r Communitatis ejufdciQ, ^c, 

Lj, ttie fftine year of the fame King and Queen, 
^>ait. .6. PataitivDft Abington in Oxfordfliire was 
HjaileaBuighajulCoiporiktion, confiftmg of Mayor, 
two Bailifl%, and nine AldernjeUi which twelve 
were to be called principal Burgessei, and there 
oamei^t ^vboh^d power to ele<A sixteeii or more $e- 
^oNDA^y Buso£$^fis, to be with them the Comjpon 
^pquncil of the Xown for all things. Ac iua^tREig . 
Major, BALLipij&BvRGENSEsejufdefn Bifrgi, ice; 
. ffUat VtfVM .CoafWS COREORATVU & Utf A Co»f- 
i^llVi^-WAS f/^pttu^, kc. who only, andtlieirStfCcef-. 
^3 ha4 a grant to choofe oi^e £urgef« for Paflia- 
fient. CnnaS^i frafatU Ma^DRI, Ballipis, 2c 
^UB.;E1{SUIUS,^ tf SUCC£&S0^IBUS fii'u, fopd HA-; 
jEAKT & HAKEBUNT (as often as there ihould be 
fummoii^ fo Parliaoiept] poteftatem, Authoritaten^ 
£:r Factflt^ei^ elk^endi & kominandi «mm 4i/T . 
trttum etprobum Firum tii£fi Burgi /ore BvRGEHstM 
Parliam^MtI, &c. as in all thjjjgs in the Patents 
or Charters of Banbuky aai Hjoham Fskr^rs. 
And dvre iteedf nothing funher.FQ be ohferved upoiR 
AoEe two p|9ces.oban hath been upon Baflbui^. 

iUlitbe tiKiC.pf <ilfcn Mwy. the rciturPF fcrjhtfr 

wweKi^£urgh8..R^A'^her Joft, or fo inwh ^ih^ 

id .aod J-ottrn as tivy »n nvT legible, YOC J^ rc- 

£ 2 turn* 
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turn* about this time of Come other Towns and ' 
Places not far diftant are anrweral^le to this Confti- 
tDt|bn; as of Oxford in the firft of Queen Mary, 
and thefirft and fecond of Philip and Maiy. 

Hac lntUatur<i faif(f apud Clvitatem Oxen^ &e. inter 
Johanem Williams ASJiierrt^iiC. exuna parit, Stc. et 
Richardum Jtk'tnjiin, Majorem Civiial. pradiS. et 
TOTAM CoMMUNiTATEM Civitatii pradlii. t» altera 
parte, Teflatur quedpradiiii. Major /(Communitas 
Firttiie, &C. tmanimi Affenfu et Confenfu fuii thlGS.-: 
RUNT Thomam Wallcinfon tt Edwardum Ctinton, 
dusi idoneos Ches, &c. Data apud Oxm. 27 dit Aiar- 
til. Anno Regni Regina prims. 

And alio of Walingford, in the firil of (^een , 

Mary, Hoc Indenturafaila a^ai/ Wallingford — '■ 

—inter Robertum Cockfon 



Majorem et Commonitatem Vilhtit et Bufgi 

Wallingford /* : Viucomi~ 

temOxoa. tt Bedcs. ex altera parte, Tejiatur, ^tdnot 
diffa CoMMUNiTAs ViUatx et Bur;! pnt^Herutn 

■• ■■'■ ■ I Edmundum AfTchefyld' 

et Robcttum Cockfon Majorem VHlsc tt Burgl - 
ante££farum Burgrnfes, ad^-— — --— — ■ » 

Jn quorunf Teflimeniian Sigillum noftrum Commune, 
mtmnt omnium Jntere^tium prafintibMS */l 4ippofi$um. 

Thele Communities had their Seals, by which 

diey ratified their Grants and Charters, and mads 

authentic all their matters of moment almoft as an* 

[d Dc RcDl- cienta; their Bciiig. The Icamed [5] MabillcMi, 

K^'^^B ^* afterbehathmentioneatheSeals of the Communities 

of Ibme Towns, and Burghs, futh. Idem ctnfindum tft 

inwa tkey u. dtaliit Cmmuniorum Sigillis, pirn a Suulo dmdteimo 

P" w h ia *ft. OrigincB baiamtnt^ We are (o think tho faffl*, of 

' ' . the' 
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the Sea^ of other Communities which began to,be . 
in ufe about the Twelfth CentucjT: he mig^thavc 
.added, and fome time before. 

From treating of the-Conftitution of Burghs^ and 
fhewing what thcj^, and the Burgelles anciently were, 
and of what value and eftimation in the Nation^ I 
fhall proceed to fhew, what the Parllaoient'Burghs 
iJrere, dnd when j and for what caufe «t fiift they fcnt 
reprefentatives to Parliamentj 

In the reigns of King John, and Henry the Third, 
we do not find any Citizens or Burgefles in Great 
Councils or Parliaments, uiriefs they were in that of 
the 49th of Heriry the Third; at which time, the 
Citizens of York and Lincoln, and other Burghs of 
England were written unto, to fend two Citizens, 
and two BurgcHes according to the form of the writ 
diieAed to the BiOiop of Durham^ See my Anfwer 
to Mr. Petyt, f. 137. A. f. 140. B. 

. The main catife of their being firtf fummoned to Tbe (uln 
Parliament, was, to give their content to taxes pro- citi«°*ad* 
poiindcd to, or impofcd upon them: before that Butgcift. beiiw 
timemtheReignsofthore two Kings, they were tal- toPvU.wcnt. 
liated or paid Tallage according to the Impotition 
upon them, or Acceptance of what they offered by 
the King's Officers, or jufliccg, as alfo in the tiine o( 
Edward the Flrft, until after the 34th year of his 
Reign, as is manifcftly proved in my Animadverfions 
upon a Boole, called, Jatiifatui NtvOt Fol. 178, 179, 
180. and further appears in Ryley's Pkeita Parlt- '' 
ntntariat in the 33d of this King, Fol. 259, 264, 
2^5> 275* 276. Altbou^ feveral years before, Ci- 
. tizens and Burgefles were fummoned to Parliament, 
and there gave their confent to the taiiing and paying 
E 3 of 
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t»f tdxcs. In the p4 Year of his Reign he cxufed 

* ^ir ''''p'^""' * • Tillage, without common confcnt, tobe aS^lKd 

ti Ed. 1. IB by Commiffioners in all bis Cities, Surghs laad De- 

CeJuU. mcafns, in every County of Ei^land, either by 

^b.tAds,(CiipitaTi^) tftia common, and gasle'panicu- 

lardifoflicwi that the Tallage of NoMridi-fllBilkHiiB 

AAeiied at fckir Hdndred Pounde. 



BurgelTes SrA 
fumm^,i«dttt 



Thefirft time we.fiRd any Citizen^ of fiurgefles - 
fummoned to Parliament, was, in the 23d,year ef 
Edward the Firft, according to the Tenor of this 

"Wrtt. 



[6] Cliuf. 13. ■ -Rex [6] Viatmiii 'Nardiempten, Saiuttm, qtde'aim 
Dorf! *" * Comitlhnsi Barmihusy i^ caierls Proeeribuf Rtpa neftri 
pe Pirliamento.^^o- fetfudHs antra f'truulti 'qua tideinRegnohit i^ehui 
imHtittent pr^tdmdis, CslkqiiiuTn habere Volurnvs UF 
Traflatum pir quod ih matidavimus, quod Jint ad Not 
IfU Dsminica pruxiina poft fijlum SoniJi Martini in 
Hjmeproximefhturtm iipud ^tftmBilafteriumad7rdC' 
iandunty Ordutaadum, (^ facimdum qaaltttrfit hi^uptedi 
piriculis obviatidum, tib: Pr^iipimus firmiterinjungmtett 
qiied dt Cammtu pradiHo Duos MititEs,"W^ 

(tUALIBET ClvixATE ejilfdtm COMMITATUS t)UOS 

CivES, £^ AoiioLiBET BuRco, Duos BuRgenses 

de dijcrdieribus, ^ ad labsfandum p'ttintertbusjine Dila- 

tlone tllgi, & as ad iVw, adpradiSias Diem W Latum 

venire facias. 'Jia quod di^i MiUus plenam iSfuffiden- 

' ''Urn poiijtatem pro IE ^ CoMMONirATE Camitatuii 

'. pradicti £tf' tUsi Gives ijf Burg£n3£s ■pra be'W 

• CoMMUNiTATfi'C/w'raftfTMVf Burgormti prd ^flstum 

DiVlsUM ai ip/is'imc fbidem babtanl. jfdtActtS- 

' Dvjji tunc quad d^ CoMKVviCotiiii^io otLmsARi- 

tijR inprtemijjis. Itaquod pre defeflu ittjufmfftS pottf- 

iatis negotium priedi^um snfilhim noK remaneai, qaoqut 

rnedo; Et hiii'tasibi nemina 'MiRtumy CMihtt'efBiffitn- 

/turn 
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Sum tt htc Brtvt. TefieRege apudCantuar'tam ttrtloD'tt 
OifobrU. 

TTie King to the Sheriff of Jj'orthaiDpton-Shire, 
DTQCting. Becaufe wc defire to have a Conference 
and Treaty with the Earls, Barons, and other great 
pien of our Kingdom, to provide Jlemedies ag^nft 
the Dangers the fame Kingdom is in at this time, 
&er^fbre we have commanded them, they be with us 
^t'ijre^infter on thcpext Sunday after the Feaft o£ 
St. Martin in Winter next coming, to treat, ordain 
and do, .lb as thofc .dangers may be prevented. We 
command and Armly enjoin thee, that without delay 
, thou doft caufe to he Chbfen, and to come to us, at 
the time and place aforefaid, two Knights of the 
County aforefaid, and of every City, two Citizens, 
.and of every Burgh two Burgeffes, of the moft dif- 
.<aTet.3nd fit for bult]>efs. So as the faid Knignts 
.may have fuiEcient power fon themfelves, and the 
.Community of the. County aforefaid, and thefaid 
.Citjzeiis, qnd Burgeffes, may have the fame power, 
a^PAKATELY froM them, for themfelves, and the 
.Co^uOKiTiES of Cities and Burghs, then to do iti 
ithePremiffes what shall be ordained by Cora- 
;iuon, or the Common Council, So that for defetS 
of fuch Power the bufmefs aforefaid may not remain 
undone ; and have there the Names of the Knights, 
. Cittj^ps, and Burgefles, and thjs Writ, Witnefs 
jhe^Ejug ^% CaiitcTbujy the third of Oaob^r. 

This Pju-liiti^eot did not meet on the Sunday after '^^■* P"'"™"* 

- - - . , ' ' prorogued befor* 

-.^t.:>lart^n,. but w^s prorogued before meeting, to itmet. 
the Sunday n^xt before St. Andrew the Apoftle, 
which is the 30th of November. Teji [7] Rtgt apud f^| ^]^^l\^^' 

•.9.4^tr 2 Die MvmMs. And all the treating, or- Dorf, De P«t- 

• 4ainj{ig. Mt4 doing la this Parliament was only to regutdo. 

' . E 4 grant. 
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grant, and confent to raife fuch fupplies as the King 
demanded, as will afterward appear. 

The not finding any Citizens or Burgefles, sum- 
moned by former writs direAcd to Sheriffs, nor 
particular Writs direfted to the Mayors, BailiiFs, or 
Chief Officers of Cities and Burghs, before this, (ex- 
cept that in the 4gth of Henry the Third) might be 
a fufficient proof, that thefe were the firll Summons 
of Citizens or BurgelTes to Parliament, But to 
clear this point, beyond all doubt and cavil, we muft 
look back to the iSth of this King, and fee what the 
Stile of Parliaments was, between that time, and 
this. 

rs] Bundk of In this [8] Year, there is a Bundle of Wrih di- 

P»TlSi^rit "^^ W the Sheriffs of fcveral, or moff, of the 

Ed. I. Counties of England, and they are the Ancientefl: 

extant, or perhaps that ever were, (except as above) 

by which two or three Knights were direfled to be 

chofen for each County; but no Citizens or Bur- 

p'ri. *j!["e'. i^ geflcs. And accordingly [9] Norfolk, Suffolk, 

^J" d'r"'"'"* Cambridge and Huntingdon-Shires, and Cumber- 

fome cauncict, land returned each of them thkee Knights widi 

twofaJoAe"'' Manucaptors for their appearance, and ail othtr 

Counties but two each, ^c. 

This Parlisment gave the King a Fifteenth part 
[i] In officl» ^^ *'^ t**^"" nioveable goods, as appears by the [i] 
Pi|w apud account upon the Grett Roll in the 23d year of this 

King, in the two laft Rolls of that Great Roll. 
' The title of account, wherein alfo we have the ftile 
of that Parliament, which runs thus. 

Campaui ^inU-Dteim^ JRegi Ama Dtdmo O^avt 
fir ARcHiEPiscopoa, Episcoros, Amates, Phi- 

OR£« 
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Englifi Barghs, or Saurtughs. ff 

ORES, CoUITBS, BAROHES, & OMKES ALIOS St 
RecKO, d^ nmubus imis Jiiii mabiHbus cmceff^t^ et ptf 
Diverfos Colledores, in Diverjk Cotmtatiha, Eodiem 
ktino Oecimo OAavO: AflelHe, Colleaasj & Lc , 

Tatse. 

The account of* the Fifteentii, granted to the 
King in his Eighteenth Year, by the Archbilhops, 
fiifliops, Abbats, Priors, Earls, Barons, and all others 
of the Kingdom, aflefied, colicfted, and levied by 
divers Collectors in feveral Counties, in the fame 
Eighteenth Year. TTiis is the very fame Stile which 
was ufed in the Reigns of King John and Henry the 
Third, before the Commons or Community of 
Counties were teprefented by Knights, chofeti by 
them. And 'tis here further to be noted, that 
the two or three Knights, chofen for the Com- 
munity of the County did'reprefent them, ar)d 
• according to the form of the Writ, confulted ' AJ eonfuleB. 
and confented to a Fifteenth for them, which are tlendum prv fe 
here called the Onmet aFii it Rigno, and were military *|,^h"?o« "" 
tenants in Capite of the ordinary rank, but of the Comitei, Bi- 
J&nMorder with the Knights. '^,'^wi 

coocordaadi* 

In the Chequer [2] Roll of the 19th of Edward "^^ j^ ^^ ^^^ 

theTirft. There is the Form of a Writ, to appoint ftodybf Ow 

Taxors and Colleaois of this Fiftcentii, in thefe J^.''";^ 

Words : Edwardut Dei Gratiat ^cMliiTiBUS libe- Comnuoua it 

, . . _ ' — Terromo, St. 

SIS HOMINUUS, Cf Mt CoMUUNITATJ CoMUITA- Mich. Rot. at 
TVUM,tf<, SaluUtn. C«m Archiepiscofi, EpIb- "■ s- 
co?i,Abbatbs, Fkiorcs, Cdhites, Barokbs i^ 
oHNEs ALII dbKegno sostro tmtujtckf aim luiit 
^ pregmteriiui ifgflrit libtraUttr conc£S3ERUnt 
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T^M'V>^it*AM de amniius iwti'ufuu Jk^^il^s^t* 
T^ijntij^ afud Kings-(^Ji^oa 13. -QiV St^tmbris Aafm 
ii^i na^ridecimo e£}ave. £d.ward by tlic iQraqc of 

* **' ^ S°f' ^^'■^': y° *^^ Knights, * Erpcpicn^ and ^t}^ 
FnemeD vcre. whole Community of Counties, (none named,).6jyv 

Greeting, Whereas the Archbiibops, Bifliops, Ab- 
batS) :Pi^ors, Earls, Bacons^.and dl others of.our 
Kingdom, now as at other,times, to us and our Pros 
genitOM have freely giranted a Fifteenth j)art of all 
their moveable .Goods, (^c. Witncfs ourfelf jit 
Kings-Clijpton the i^d of September in .the Eigh- 
teenth Y^ir of our Reign, fiere we find the kae 
perfons vnly granted this fifteenth, which were ^wont 
■ to Gtaptthe, ^me manner of Taxes m the ftipie yf 
his.Progenitofs, which illui)jat<:s vrhat was Ijid.be-^ 
fore. 

The Cities andBu^l^,<ir at Jeafttbe Qty of 
Giatat iM Lond^Ht this -Xear ^Ifo hs^La Fifteenth .faxed, aqd 
"fe^wUb°Se 1='''?^ up5>n.theBi,.v^i(h.n(l^ithftapdiiig it,.w^ 4e- 
King'id«m»ndi, mended t^. th* ^>ogt ,w,ithp)*t their .being fumquined 
tq ^arliajpeot, by Ciif«eps,and. Butgefles t;lieir repi;^- 
fenutives, yet their compliaficc with the Jving's de- 
mands, was called a Grant. ^ 

GeergiHt ie Rokt/ty^ ^ff^i^erutdtAiltafy ExaHter fTtf- 

ti]^"**"?^'^ tMmattitjufitm Geergii pn te; [3] Hmrieut A WaUys^ 

.Ube luu gtcat Rabertltp de Bajings, fVOSthms ie Herefird, i^ idem 

■^"•**"' R»birtHsdt-Bafmg,£;ttcMt>rr^ammti tjkfiUmWiUitl- 

mi prs M.^uRa cum Aisgi^re U'iBitbm dt Wimmiham 

Gkrici, 'A5SES$C«£S ■€l- CoL£,ZCTORSS./QlIIHTje- 

DiciM/e in Civitatk LonsmVytt infra Mumpne- 

tin^um ijh/d^mGviMit R£gi covi'cEtajB. AmaRtgni 

fai decimooStavortddum amp»tumdt-%96o\. l^s. &d. 

dt sadem ^inta Dtcima ficut csntirutur in Ratals dt 

particulis. 
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riitim:'TheJimrarh, fi<. Tbat-is^ 

Gorge dt Rtti^y Waktr dt Raktfif ExCOHtor'^rf the 
Teftamcnt of the lame George for him, ILnry de 
miffty ROirt ^-Ba/mit, mUitm di Htriford, land 
iIk Ubk Rehertdt.Biffii^ Eraeutor of tbd-Toftanterft 
of the fame William for hiiuj togethA'Wlh Mf. 
WtBam dt fVimaiu&am CUrk, Afleflbrs, and Collec*^ 
«K«fflieFifiWfeth* graJitod to>theK«|gin the '^J*f°^ 
,(^of Lon<lon, and withinthe-whtJlC^recina of deni»nd, ind 
tbfcfiune City in\tte^ghtee«iJ Year of lu's Reign, **'^'"S •<> tbcm. 
dogiveaccountof •2860I. 13s. 8d. of thefameFif- • xMiwuthe 
MMiith-as it-i»iCQfc«iincd ma B^i»f-Pa«K!iiUr&de.-^i;^[;^j.^^^„j^ 

■ ■ •■' "9°- 

Maay comppunilcd or (asthe Phrafe was then) 
'■finedfor this.Fifltemh,as^for'Exain^le. [^.^nihiei U]iUi. 
^*=*a«ff»£dto«»*i«i«fiAC9rti>9tom^6661. r^s. ^.d. ]^\%,;^^Zt 
Ve filU pn HASEtiDA ACqyiETANCIA •^iota'Dt- for their TiKW 
ama emniiat Barunm Suarum Temporalium el Bomrum 
'Ctmmtta Jiii it FiUanmtm fuonim, it hminum totiui 
■'Villee'SMSi Ednmndit Salua Regis Quint a-De- 

'ClMAiBoHOilWM OMHiUM ALIOROM LtBBRE Te- 
NENTIUM iPsmi AMATES e/CoNDEWTTJS PR^DIC- 

TORUM,/fai contirutur in Ratuh de FINIBUS DiVER- 
sbRUM pre ^uinta'-Deeima in Thefaurario tiberavit pir 
^vMterTateastf'^Seiusefi- That is. 

The Abbat of St.* Edmmid makes his Account • St. Ednwm*- 
.'D66661. 13s; 4d. for a Fine (or compofition) to have '""*^* 
iWs'Bifchai^ of the Fifteenth of all his Tempwal 
, Goods, and tbe goods of his Convent, and his Vil- 
Ims, and th,c Men of thewhole Town of St. Ed- 
mund, SAVING THE KlNO's FIFTEENTH OF T»E 
■■ <JOODS OF ALL OTHER FRBS TENANTS of THE 

Abbat, 
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■AssAt, and GoOTcnt afore£ud, u 'tis contained irf 
the Fine-Roll of dirers perfons for this Fifteenth j 
he paid this Sum in Money by four Tallies, and H 
^ifcbatged. 

It will not be FordgA to this matter to Wx noGik 
of the ColleAors accounts in an inftance or two. nor 
unpleaiant-to the Reader. 

CMijf . Ctn^atus Htnria Jt Lajeft ii WtUitlmi dt Martm 

' nu> Mori ColUlhnim ^utHta^dedma S^gi tanaffilt 

Amu Dtehno OSaw in dimMH CantaBri^a, 

IJen raUmt tomfttum it 34.82/. i6;v zqr. -Hi 
^uinta-dtcima hnanrn tfubilittm Epifi^arum, CmRbw*, 
Baronum^ (J emmvm aliarum in emnitatu fr^lftyjicui 
tmtiiutiir in ntuU dt partiadit ftum Hbvaveruni 
in Thtjaurario. Exceptit ianis vubiUbui prieris ^ 
Jralrum fimili Jthgrnut Jtrujidtm •H ytUanoniA 

The account of Henry de Lafcyy and William 
dc Mortemer, colle^ors of the fifeeendi in'Ae 
county of Cambridge, granted to the :Kii^ itf 
the 18th .year of his rcign. 
The rvm of i 

c^bri" (birer *^^^ *""* ""** *^^^ account of 3482I. i6s. ad. 

xt Ei. 1. A. D. farthing, of the fifteenth of the moveable goods of 

^'9°' the bifhops, earls, barons, and all others in the faid 

ct^uoty, as it is Contained in a roll of particulars 

which theydelivered into the Treafury. Except the 

. moveable goods of the PAioa and brethreh of 

' Saint John of JsROSALEBf^and many others Wlio 

Ii^ fined, or compounded for them^ as above, fic. 

Cempgtui 



J,:,l,z<,.f,C00gIf 



Eitghf> Bi^bt, or Btursughi. 6i ' 

■ Cmpatut Jtbamis de Bretm W PTtlBthni dt Kir- jy. ^^^L^ 
^^011 alUitenm J^itU^diamm np antt^ 
Anm decimi oUaoa m camitatu Ntrf. 

The account of Jphn Brctoa and Wlllijun dc 
Kerdeftoi), colleAon of tlie fiftecntfa in the 
county of Norff, gnu}^ to the King Ib the 
eigh^ndi year pf his njgn, 

l^m rtidunt camiitum dt ai%^. ias. ht.^Smnta- UMAanafs 
, . , ..,. ,."' T-. r Ir a. PiftMiiUili* 

ftama iBnaria/f mabifium, isc. I he liou: colle^ors Nofff. iS Ed. 

give in their account of 9782I. ias. 4d. of the move- ••**^' '*>* 

able goodS} &c. as ifi Cambridgeihire. Exceptis, the 

goods of fuch as had compounded and were dif- 

charged, ice. 

In the twenty fecond year of &it King them ' 
ifliied this fuounons or writ. 

itw [5] Vuecaauti ^ortbiank, Saintm, qida turn, l^^j^^** 
CmitibustBerBaituijt!f t^trii magnatibui dt regna najiro De MilltUoi 
fuftr quibufdam negtuit arduif, 991 W idfm regnum-wf- ^|i^S»a 
irum cetUingtntiius^ in aajiif^ Jan^i imirtiai frgxia^ todAHum* 
Jiilun epud H^tflmmajltrium Colloquium habtri vs- 
fmut et Tn ACT ATVMttibi pr^cipirntutjuod flfgi /iiflas 
duos mlUui) dt difcretioribus it ad iahartin^ir/i fttiHr 
tiaribuf dt amilatu prtidilfa it as ad net ufqutWefima^ 
nafttriutft Wiirffaciqi : Jfa qutd/itt ibi in Craftintfr^ 
£3» aim fUna petiflate pmft it tota amtnunitati c*m' 
tattif pradiSliy ad an/uUndum et (onfintieudum fr»fi it 
Cmw}unitate illayhit qua amUts^B^onei it prectr^ prat- 
diffi cetusrdlttr ordinaoerint in prtrnitj/ii. Et Ita qm^ 
pfi dtfeStu peltflatit bujufmsdi idem nigatium ii^iSum 
tten riwuntat) et habeas ihi hoc breve, Ttfli rigt apt(4 
fVtftmantiflirium 8 dii Offabrih 

_ Cen/mth iiter^ dirigutUur JtriguRi victfamitibus 
Jnjliat T, utppra. 
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Jn th€iat*t . The King. t9. the JhetifF of I^ozdvi^bed^d, 
Firft, nociti-'" JP*^?i9g' BeGa\il? wc delire to,«on&r and, treat 
(wKotfiur- with theearls, j^n^DSa^d-tbe.'OtiiergTeal men of 
Bdfof^iliinwnt. Oat Kingdom, upon ceruin difiicult bufincfs, that 
(ionccms us, aiiathcfame ourfaingdom, at Weftmin.p 
fler, on the morrow of St. Martin, or r2th of No. 
vember, we command' thee, that tfiou dt^ caufe to 
bechofenout of the county aforetai4, and to come 
V to us toWd}ipinfl;er,twpdifcre« Knights, and moft 

fit forbiifinefs, fo'a« they be there on the morrow 
! .1 . aforefaidj with fulj "power for thcmfelvcs and the 
wholecommunitjr of the county aforefaid, to confuU 
and confent for themfelves, aad fhat yhole commu- 
nity, to thoie tty'ngs, the earls, barons and great or 
noblemen aforefaid, fliall have unaijimou fly ordained 
i» the prtmifiik, Andfo ihatforthedefoaofGicb 
power, the fame ^uSacft. m^ not remain undone t 
I ■» .r 'r *'*™ ^^'^ ''^'^ *^''* Wtnefs, tjie King «t Weft- 
"" .-.'tc ./'• ftiijifler die eighth day of Oaobcr, 

»: ...:'- The Jikc letters or writs were direfled to every 
■' flieriffin England. Witnefs, as above, 

[fiJibiJtm, ' On the ffij next day following (thatisj oh the 
?iintfi of 06bb8f. The Kirtg direfled other writs 
f reciting iii them much of this above) to every pie.; 
■Mfftoca^ife to beeleflcd tWo tnights more, to be 
'diie&a the former, to come to him at the fame time 
isi^'icc.Jdaudiendum,etfadendum,quednsiunc.ibidm 
J^^s injungims. To hear and do what he fhould 
Iher^ more fully enjoyn them. T€fttregsaf»4Weft^ 

The tame jiy , mtihfterium tteno (He Oiiabru. Here was no citizens 

the Pirliamene • v^Y^ ' ir i- . , , - . ^^ 

put, the)' orburgelies fummoned by tbcfewnts, and nooe b«t 

r"nt£"'''"- Jm'ghts.innumberfour^who wi* thecarls, barons. 
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and great men, on the very day <^ their meetings 
gave the King a tenth of all their goods, aiid the 
writs or cgirimiffions, wliereby taxors and cotle^tors 
of the ftme teAth VIett affigned in every Cdiin^y, were " 
dated the {amcday.ai if was evi4ent fr«lti tht recordl' 
follo*mg. , 

Decima [7] Binarum timporaUum, ngi c'ancejjh }H [^]Ilat.»3.E, 
jlnglia in crgjino Stm^i. Martini^ amt regnt regit tbttRMTt^ 
Ed. I. victfpno fi(Miido ^liHt't incipientt vUiJhno ne»renic«, 
^tio. '.'..■ 

A tenth qf temporal goolft,- granted to the King 
in Eiiglarid, on the niortov^ 4rf St. Mattii^^ enittng 
the tWEirty fccond year tif fcmg Edward the firft, 
beginning the twerity-'thirtli htf Begun His rtigiV Wt>- 
yember the fixreeiithj 1272. 

iiemtur in JtngvUs qipiHaiiim jtnglife in k(K 



The takors* and colle^lbrG of the fatnetejith ^ 
affigned in every county in this form. 

R£ic [i)] tniUtibuj, Shtrt itnmtibtts et tati entmaht- [sJlWd. ft 

^mi camhatus cumbriit, fahifim, cam Com1tes,''Ba- m"j"„ci.'' 

■koNES, MlLlTES, f< OMirSS Alii tlB REQNO tfos- *"*»■ 
Vno in fubftdium pierra nahii nunc Jicut aUBiprag^ii- 
ritus nojlris regihus Angliie Ubtfaliitr farerunt DECI- 

MAM ke Brnnibx! hamt fm ftaSSihin, extepttt * ^ua tm * '■ «• t*"^'', 

■^'nlii diciika ultimo kahis coitctgltin tH^m %tgna t»cipii- af^biry oft» 

'kintur mbis oirialitir ain(f0rinl etgrala>it». Mi Ht J'^^'^f^^i 

decima ilia ad mirmdkTi^niiih it grihiiiiiH-^opitdi, tie. ' ■ ' 
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BtReiertum de tfhiuriggt vtlalumm ipfiram uha cum 
^dam Cleria ad diSiam dgtimam ajpdendam, taMndam, 
itvattdandamy et CaUigendam^ tt ad Scaccarium lu/lrutn. 
dtftrendam, et Salvtndam: Unam itudtetatem eltra 
feftutn Parificathmi prtxinu Juturm^ tt alteram eitra 
Fejhm Ptnteetfles, &c. Tejit Rege apud J^ejlminjier 
. .^ II Die Navemtr. Atm Re^iti/ui m. 

The King to the Knights, Free-Tenants, and 
the whole Community of the county of Cum1>er]and, 
greeting. Whereas the Earls, Barons, Knights, 
and ^1 others of our kingdom, have liberally d«ne 
to us ROW toward the war, . as heretofore to our pro- 
genitors Kings of England, And have courteouQy 
2nd willingly or gratefully grui^ a tenth of all 
their moveable goods, except thofe things which were 
excepted, in the laft fifteenth which was granted 
' tintpus. We, that die tenth may be pardwidr the 
leaft damage and gtievapce to Uie people, have af- 
Agned our faithful and well-beloved Thomas de 
Newton, and Robert de Wbiterigge or one of 
tbem, together with a certain! Clerc, to^efs, tax, 
levy and co]le£t the faid tenth, and to bring it to, 
and pay it at our Exchequer, wie half before the 
Feaft of the Purification, and the other half before 
the Fcaft of Pentecoft. Witnefs this King at Weft- • 
mtnfter, the j2th of November in the twenty- 
fecond of this reigna 

In this very tweoty-lecond year of King Edward 
the Firft, Philip King of France having then fur- 
prised and feized Gafcony, after the Feaft of 
filMtb'Weft. Pentecoft a[i]parliaaicntwas aflcmbled, to advife 
Aano ^^' how to rcgaio that country, in which it was agreed 
■. M. to recover it by force wid arms. Toward which 

war 
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Ex^Ufli Burght, or Bounagbs. 65 

war the Clergy had granted a moiet/, ot half part 
of the value of their benefices, and goods for that 
year, as may appear by. the King's writ or comuiif- 
fion to tt.e Abb^of Feverflwm in Kent, by which 
he was appointed Collector for the fapK in the pro- 
vince of Canterbury, 

JJ/ignatiii CeStiiffr. MedUtolti, Rtgi a Cltra coiueja. 

Bdwardus Dei gratia, f^e. DiUffs fiti in Chnfit 
[2] Abbati dt Ftverjham, faluttm. Cum frmlati it |^'3|*J,]!^". 
tvtui Cleru! de Rtgno nofiro f medittaUm bineficigrum et no Trintw. 
bmammfuontm nobis infubjidium neftrim ds Atmt prte- ,^ ^_ jg_ 
ftnti Iritraliter eoncejerurtt, et gratanter. Ita pad 2'^!'''''^ 
frima terUa fori gufdem meOieUtis m fijto emmim tm-xSb. 
paaorum froximi Juturo, ficwda in qutndena pafchM, wum^e^""* 
tirtia in fainJena nativttal. Sanffi Jobants Baptifla the Ere of St. 
fraxime fitur. ntbis perfih^ntUTy (^e. Nee dt vejira sepwrob!'it. 
fiblitate et Mgentia dnfidentes, effignavimus voSt ad ^jjj'^p' 
£ltam jntdietatemt tfr. In divcefi Cantuarienft Col- lo.Mat.Weii* 
ligndam, be. Ttfte imipfe efud mjmtnafterian 10 ™"J;[-*"-'* 
Stpitmh. Anna Regni noflri VI. 

Here we have a moiety given this year of their 
Vnefices, and goods by the Clergy, and a tenth by 
the Earls, Barons and Knighls, for all others rf 
the kingdom I .that is, all free-tenants, fuch as 
held in military fervice, and others in foccage, 
WHICH THEN WERB VERY FBW. Let US nOW feC, 
hpw ^nd what the Cities, Burghs, and Kings te- 
nants of his demeafns gave, or paid by themfclves, 
n^b^jngthen reckoned, inter omnes Atios ds 
il»i/NO; .which granted a tenth part only. 

Thefe then were neither fiunmoned, or came to 
»Coipraon CqunciJ, or Parliament, but were re- 

■-' "F quired 



D,a,l,z..tv Google 
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quired and induced bjr the Kings Commtffioners, or 
Tuon to pay a certain lum charged upon or de- 
|ii«^ M Pu- mandcd of them. Which at thi* time was a fixth 
Hmt thcjr part of ail tbeir moveable goods, towards the war. 
<mnuM4. The City of Londtm was firft Tent to, and that 
made an example to all other Cities* Burghs and 
Towns of the King's demcafns^ and' their com- 
pliance with the King's demands {tailed as, an(f 
under the name of a grant. 

[jJlnttrRe- Ax dibiJii tt fitUibtu fuii [3J o^mA'* mattmtibut 

T^t^^ j/WoTwnu/, rf Uti cmmwiiMi dviMu /tut Undm, 

vei Rot. 73. pc* faluttm. Cum v§t in ftrma ^ua KUptr tiMs fianUm- 

R^^^"' dedmam emcejjiratttf sextam partem btimiim et 

De feiM p«- tKtiiUum vtftrmrum in fui/itlimn gutrra mftrtt nahis 

£• in London, tnut^itis libtraHltr tt Ubaarr\ nu td ilk sbzta 

VAiLt ad minus dan^iutm ti gravamm vtftri ttfagitU- 

rum Gvilatis ^ufdtm Uvttur et CtlSgaUr frwmJtrt w 

Untt$y effignavitmit Jebamm dt BanfUtUty 77>omam 

- dt\Rtm^y Hamnum £$*, H^tUithmm dt Betoiiia, 

et Gilbertum de Afarcbia naa cum diletla Ckritt ntftrt 

Magiftrt mUitlme dt JVpiamdbamy tfe. And after 

the example of London the King fent his.C(»nmif- 

fioners to tax or demand of his other demcalh Cities, 

and Towns, a Jixth part through England. 

[4pb. Eodcm Jttt, dileat et fideSfia Raieria de Ratfmrd. Oduiem. 

Anno ft nu- ^, ' f „ ■ ^ , r 

ratra. [4J turn ttvet tt preh bmiutut nsflri Ltnaan, jextam 

Pf^*?*' farttm htnarum fiunm mtbilium nciit in Jtfb/dium 

peundumon- guejT^ ru/lr<r fratoMttr ceHce^erintf ut aUii fui Jimt dt 

fn°D^i^^U°* "ifi^'' ViLLiS DoMiKicis txemfiim praitait ad an- 

VuiuRrilUia fimilt fuh/i£um faciendumy affirnammui vas ad r%rKS' 

libua, DAM hujufmtdt SKXTAM partem tn SINpCLIS Do^ 

MINICIS ClVlTATIBUS tt ALUS ViLLIS KOSTRIS fVl 

comiatibus Kancim, St^Jexy Sunjy tt Sutbanien fo- 

tundum Huatiatum dtdmsjam mbh ifl M^gM naflro cm- 
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ajjit, tt iJfvtbit mandamutf qatd affiimptit wUfitm 
victtrnihitui laarum, ad stNCULAS Domikicas ci- 
viTATBS, tt ALIAS ViLtAS sosTKAS ptrfmolittr ac- 
ettUtitf tt HOMINES BARUNDAR0II CITITATDM, tt 
VlLLARUMil</CoNCEDENDAM^PllJI8TANDAM>M> 
jij PrjkdictaH sextam VAKTKUJuxtalaxatitium. 
fraMilamy diligtnttr t* parte nostra REquiRA- 
TIS, tt BFFICACITER INUDCATI8, madit fUthu 
wdtbitlt txptdirt. Et quad iitdt Jietrith, ntUt out 
Thtjhuraris et Barenibus tttfirit dt Scacaaitfau diia- 
tiant einjiart fatiatis. In tujus Rti ttftimonium has li- 
teral nafiraxft^mtt patttntu TtJU ♦ vtmrabili Patrty • VUlliun bU 
tic. 11 dh Ntvtmir. Am» n- That is: ^^wcH.'^«i 

LordTTeafiusr, 

■ The King to his welUbelovcJ and Jaithful Ro- i,^„^„ ^ ^, 
hert de Ratford, greeting. Whereas our citifens upp>e u >U 
and good men of London, have willingly granted Borgbs to 
■to us, toward maintaining our war a iixth part of ^'-?^* 
theif moveable goods, that they might ihew an ex- r»^i f"^ 
ampJie to others of our demeafn towns, to make the 
Jike aid. We have aJEgned you to demand a like 
Axth part in every of our demeafh Cities, and odier 
Towns in the Counties of Kent, Suflex, Surry and 
Sou^ampton, according to the taxation of the 
Tenth now granted to us in our kingdom ; and 
therefore we command you, that taking with you 
the SheiiiFs of places, ye perfonally go to every of 
our demeafn Cities, and other Towns, and dili- 
.gently on our behalf require, and efiedually induce 
the men of the fame Cities and Towns, by fuch 
meaus as you think expedient, to give and grant to 
us the faid iixtb part according to the taxation afore- 
Ikid, and what you Ihall do herein, you ihall %- 
nify to its, or our TreaTurer and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, without delay. . In witnefs of which thing 
we have made thefe our letters patents. Witnefs 
F ;» the 
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the venerabk Father, W<. Tiw aiffi erf November, 

the 23d year. 

fj] ibliLEo-- Pff- [5] Gm&wtM AflCTW vffigndiihtr infra fcripti^ad 
V^T\ PKTfi.MDAM buju^lfadi SfXTAM PARTEM (» UN- 
73" * ' GUL13 pOUimCIS.ClVITATIKUS, rt VlLLlS R.EGIIS 

in Camitat^ui ftAfiripti$t viz. 

ff^iUitimv d* Ormtjbf in Comta^bui Nerff. Sxff; 
Cox/air. tt .Hiuitingdon. 

Mg^ftar Ptiras it Lti in Camtatihut Nirtkamptoitf 
Leycefter, -.Wanxitiy Riteiendt Lintoin. 

Jabarmis de Litegrtmtt in. Smnitatiitts Sior. Narlb- 
laditrlandt Cumiriaf. ff^ig/imB-JMidj Ltaua^ia. 

Magiflir 'JiJ)an>us LiVtl inCamtatibus H^kSy St* 
nurfety Dtrfit, Devon. etCtrmbite. 

yehatmes dt Bafco tn Cemitatiiut Ntttiiigham, iDirfy, 
Sakp, St(ifi>rd, h'igem. . 

Radu^uf de£rtghtfH in Comitstibut OxMyStrhf 
Btdf. Buckt. Gleiu^er, Htr^ordiT. utfitpra.- 

NeCititeni £y all tl^fc Rewrdt 'tis -OMft'cIear, there mre 

i^mo^tf" -no'CJitizcns, Burgeflis or Tonants^^ of the -King's 
Parliament be- daneafns, fummoiMt) 'to ^«at Councils or Parlia- 
Ed^^'lUfirtf '"»™ts "iitil the ajd of £dwara theFirft, and alfe 

■The ^irft yn\x. of their fuminons, and the proro- 
gation of that Parliament from the Sunday next 
after Si, Martin, (which was the firftday appointed 
■ ■ ftir 
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for meeting,) to the Sunday next before St. An- 
drew the Apoftle, we have noted before. And I 
fliall further obferve, that the Writ dirails. ihey. 
fiuHjld have a power to ad separatklit from the 
Knights of the Counties, and do what by Common 
Councils Ihould be ordained. Et Mifi Civet n Bur- 
gmfti plmam tt fuffcimttm peuflattm frofe^ it Cemtm- , 

iiiiati Gvitalum, et Burgerum, Divisitt ab iffis (i. e. 
mStibut) tune ibidem habeanS, ad faciaidum tunc ^md •. 
dt Csmmaai analia ardinabitur in pr^mi^^ and ac* 
cordingly they made a different grant, the Earls, 
Sarons and Knights, who then fat, treated, and 
confuked altogether, about granting taxes, gave an 
eleventh part of all their moveable goods ; and the 
good men of his demcalh Cities and Burghs gcbited 
ft wventh pan of all their moveable goods. 

And according to the addition made in the writ 

ef fumraons, when the Citizens and Burgeffes came 

firft to Parliament, there was alfo an alteration , 

made anfwerable to it, in the writ or commilEon 

'for appointing Taxots and CblleAors,. for the Icvy- 

jng and coileAing of this eleventh and feventh part, 

in the fevera! Counties, whidi is not to be found 

in thefe writs or commilGons before this' time. 

The words of the writ or commilBon are theie, 

[6] iffa" mUtibut, Hbert tetuntibut, et teti CmmKni- [6]Ptit.*4.Zi. 

tati CemtatUf Rttetend, falutem. cum Camitti. Be~ l:^' '''.^ilT' 

- -.,_ I' » fi "^ unaecmii 

roiuSy Mthtttj tt alii di Regna nojlro in fabjidium t^ repdmS 

mnrte noflra nunc fuut aliai, nebis et pregnitorihia \^miTit 

m^is Rtgibui Angti- libtralittr fecerunt uncecimam C""'!""'' 

dt tmnibiu bonis fuit mabiiibus, Et X Gives, Jif Bur- t Thefc word* 

gtnfis, tt ALU PROBI HOMINES dt DoMJKICIS NOS- formet com- 

TRuClviTATiBUsrf BuRGis ijufdem Rtgit Sep- ">'"''.''"'•*■<« 

TiHAM de emnibui bonis fuis mabilibus, txctptis his lanors md 
JIM in deeima ultimo tubis ctnctja txcipitbantur, nobis *"**^* 
F 3 curialiler 
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A T R E^A T 1 S E of 
tiirialiltr csaaffirint et gratmUr, net ut tutdtdma, it 
StpUma pradiSa, ad minus Jempmtm it p-avtmun, 
f^e. Affignavimus diUSes it fideUs no/his Ret. de 
FHxtharp tt Jshuntum it Waktrlty^ iSc. Ad diilas 
tmdidmaiit et Siptimom in conutetu prmdiSt ajjidimdai^ 
taxandas, Uvandas., et CaUigmdai, i^c. iyte Rege 
apvd Weftmemafieritm X quarto die Dicemirii. 

Accoiding to the tenor of the writ of Tummons, 
Ve find by this commiffion, that the Citizens uid 
Burgefles were in this Parliament, and that they 
were different perfons ffom the alii de Regno, 
mentioned after the Earls, Baron) and Knights^ 
for they gave the eleventh part, and thefe the fe- 
ventb, fomewhat more than a third beyond what 
they gave J and it became a fettled rule afterward 
for the Citizens, BurgelTes and Tenants in ancient 
demeafns to give a third part more, or thereabouts 
of their perfonal eftates, than the Earls, Barons and 
Knights did grant. 



%. ij.Ed. 



D^vlitawn 
apiH Weflmo- 



The fummons to this Parliament dire^ed to the 
Ar^hitbop of Canterbury is very obfervable, and 
may furniflt us with the reafon why the King fiun- 
moned the Citizens and Burgelles to it. 

Rixvenerabili in Chriftt [7] Patrl R. tadem Gratia 
Caatuarenji Archiepifiopa^ totius Anglic Primati^ Jalu- 
tirtiy ficut Uxjuflijjima provida dreumj^£fiiru facrarum 
prindpum Jiahilita hsrtatur it Jiatuity ut qutd amnts 
tangit, ah omnibus approtelur, Jic tt innuit evidmter ut 
Ctmmunibus period per remedia provifa cemmuniter ob- 
vietur. Seme fatis mftris, et jam eft ut eredimus per 
unmirfi nmndi cUmata divulgatum, jualiter Rtx Fran- 
«> de terra noflra vafcmiee nss fraudulenter et eautthje 
decipit earn nebfs ntquittr dttinende, Nitnc vers frm- 
diiHt 
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HBufimidt It ntqiatie tun tttttettttUt atl ixpupiatimtit 
Rtgnt ntflri diiffi tncxittUt it iilhamm iipiifa nmlti- 
IwUm HHgngatii, am quitnu niimm mjhim, it R/pii 
^nfiUm inaiat ln/HHtir jam itivafitt Hnpum jtitglumnim 
Ji iHKifbt htiitiitiitil ftipifiii ikti/hbili fttfiat urr^ 
futHtat [qtiid Dttu mtrtat) mniiu lit tirra iiltrtfra- 
Afw'f. ^a iihur frimjk jmiU mttm Uibmt, It ra 
vijira matrimt Jlatt iatirarntit Rtgni fjuJUtm tiiumtim 
Ulilnriniiicpani. Viiii tnmimnt in fdi a Maitu 
quibta tiebii tmmnntj pnttttir iigtmgaiUS quad dil dt~ 
tttinua fri^^mifjlfi/limfittaititwim it, hjmiprixiM 
fuiurtttit tipud W^'tjlii- P"/'"''"' '•^f""- f"- 
tmaiititil Triirai H C^luhtit EaUJi^ tupt, ArM- 
ikimim tatmvti Omitn mjlf Dl„,fi„. Fiiiittlis 
fi^liJimFrmllAriUditmilitifrifrmpir/mtfail, 
tt dictum Cafittthm pir tmwttt idimqtu Cierta fir dual 
fricitrataril idmiH, flmam it fugidintim petiftatim lii 
i^ CapituU It Clin Uititii, tma vUftfm htirjkt . 
Mdil mnil'i- r™ '''"!" "^ "»'"«*^ irdimti- 
Jm * fiuint^tim, tuUJititit, It turn utirit Pr,lalh it 
fnaribus it itSii inalh Kigm ujlri, I"'''" »»>/»»i 
firiiuUi It ixaptatit maUtiii ikAmdiim. TiJIi Xnt 
gpud JViniihimt l^riajim dil Siptimbris. 

The King to the venerable Father in Chrift, R. 
br the ftme Grace, Atchbilhop of Canterbury, iii. 
GteetinK, A. the mo« ju»law ellabliflied by Prince! 
ioth apU'- That which concern, all Ihould be mT_^;CiU- 
approvedhy all. So it evidently Ihews, that dan- pfcM 
™ common U,J1. Ihould be obviated by reme- {.^J^'J* 
die> provided by alL. You underftand fdicienUy. 
uHl as we believe 'tis now divulpd through the whole 
world, how the King of France fraudulenUy for- 
prixed Gafcony, and yet deuini it from ut But 
L, not content with that, he hath piovidcd a great 
F ♦ »"T 
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A TREATISE of 
aavy aad army, with which he bath % invaded our 
kiAgdom, and the inhabitants thereof, and intenib 
to ddftroy the Englifli nation and language, if h» 
power were anfweraUe to his deteftable purpolc) 
(which God avert.) Becaufe thercfijre, foriileen at- 
tempts do lefi hurt us; and not only you eMefly, 
but the rel) of- the iilh^itants of the kingdoqi are 
alio concerned in this matter, we command^ firmly 
enj6ining you in the ^th and love by which you are 
bound to us, tkat on the Sunday next after the Feaft 
of St. Martin, next coming, you be at Weftminftcr, 
and that you warn the Prior and Chapter of your 
Church, the Arch-Deacon and wbole Clergy of 
your Diocefs, and caufe the Prior and Arch- Deacon 
in their own perfons, and the Chapter by one, and 
the Clergy by two, fit § Procurators or Proxies, 
having fufficient power from the faid Ctiapter and 
Clergy to be prefent with you, then and there to 
treat, ordain, and appoint with us, atfd the reft of 
the Prelates, great' men, and other inhabitants of 
t)id kingdom, how to prevent thefe dangers, andde- 
figned mifchiefs. Witnefs the King at Wengeham, 
the 30th of September. 

This is the firft fummons I find directed to the 
Archbifhop, by which he was ordered to caufe the 
body of the Clerg^ of his Diocefs,- and tiie Clfepter 
to come to Parliament With him, by their Procura- 
tors or Reprefentatives, and the fame reafon given 
in this writ, that brought them thither, brought alio 
the Citiiens and Burgelles; is riiiy appeaf by the 
writ before recited, direited to' every'Sheriff of Eng- 
land for.the firft choice of therti, and dated the thM 
<lay of October, next fottowing after the date of 
this to the Archbilhbp. 

The 
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''The treating, ordaming, and appointmg-reBM»- 
ditsto pnvtnt the imminent dangers Co the Idngdonif 
was only to raift money, to profecute the war, and ■ 
defend the nation againA the King of France; and 
towards that, the Clergy gave a tenth ; the Eaiift, 
Barons and Knights^ gave an eleventh j and the De- 
mei^Cities, Burghs and King's Tenants of his De- 
mea&s, gave a fevaath part of all their moveable 
goods. There were no laws made, or other matters 
difpotcbed in this Parliament, as was hinted before. 

Having thus proved, the time when, and the 
cau& why. Citizens, Burgefles, and the Tenants 
of the King's Dcmeafns, were at firlt fummoncd to 
Parliament, we fhall proceed to difcover u^iat Cities 
ami Barghs lent their Reprefentatives, or Citizens 
and Burgefles, upon fuch fummons. The anfwcr 
to this k'very dort, that they were only the Domi- whitCltie* 
nici Civitates, and Burgi Regis, die King's De- "''^fl''* 
meafn Cities and Burghs, fuch as had Charters from mi Bwipflte 
the King, and paid a fee-fiirm rent in lieu of the »P«li"«M- 
cu&»ns, and other advantages and royalties that 
Woi^jed to the Crown, and were originally talcen 
and gathered by the King's Collei^rs and officers, cnftamrln 
whether Bayliffs, Port-Reves, Senefcals, or Stew- *^'^*?»»*.; 

Buitni, map- 
ards, or by what other names they were called. lully |Mb«ied 

But afterward -collci^ and received by officers, £,iffl, (2 
cbofen by the Cities and Burghs, according to li- 
cence, granted by the King's Charter, to the ufe 
of fuch Cities and Burghs, or perhaps, fometimes 
by pemnffion only. 

This doth abundantly appear by the account given 

aS great Yarmouth, in Uie [8] Appendix, where [«3 **• '• *• 

after the defcription of that and Gorlefton, taken 

Out of Domefday Book, it is laid thus. Et fiien- 

dian. 
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ATREATISteof 

ifim, ^lud pr^mhorH 7>mkm Regis ttninrunt pra- 
£^vm BurgUm in matiihu fuis prapriii, perdpttndt 
ammo- probata tutuatia it. p*rlu pradifttj iffyiu ad 
Hmpuj Rtgis Johamut qui [g] CQiutffit villam pra^ 
Sfftan BurgtnJUiui vUl^ ptMliilit ad feedi firtHam, 
rtddtndeJAi et h^r*dibm fuis quinquaginta et qminqia 
Hh-ds per atumm, ad qUtd Jihaidum^ nihH aliud ha- 
hent mfi cmfiutudtHem et alia frtfitua preveiiitntia dt 
ptrtu prMH^y net capiatti aliquas emfuetudines dt retus 
vmditisvel emptit imm^rteat Juper terreimy nuUa tern- 
part Amu. That is> Aod it is to be underftood, 
chat the progenitor! of die Lord the King held the 
fbre£iid Burgh (thmt ia* Yarmouth) in their own 
hands, until the time of King John, who granted 
it in fee-farm to the Burgeilei, paying to him and 
his hdrs fifiy.five poundi by the year, for the pay- 
ment whereof, they had nothing but the ouftoms, 
and other profits of the port, neiriicr might they at 
any time of the year take any cuftoms of thin^ 
bought and fold in the mercate upon the land. 

Not long after King John had granted hit 
Charter, there happened a controverfy, bctmen 
Gorlefton and South ■'Yarmouth in Luthinglond, 
both on the other fide of the 'river, and Great Yar- 
mouth, [i] about certain cuftinns and privileges in 
the izth of Henry the Third, and [2] again, ill 
the 34th of Edward the Kirft, which was determined 
in the Excheqtier by the Lord Treafurer, the Chan- 
cellor of England, the Jufticts of both Bcnobes, 
and others of the King's Counfel. By wbidi £3] 
record it is evident. That Great YKmiouth was 
holden of the King in fee-farm, was ftiled, villi 
lOgiSy the King's town, and libtr Burgut, a free 
Buigh, and enjdyed fuch liberties as belonged-toa 
free Burghy only by, and in refpeft of the Ch»ter. - 
It 
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It WM, and is the general opinion of % lawyers, t Comm™ 
That fuch towns as fent Burgefies to Parliament, i6ig. 
though but very feldom, and pwd tenths when -they ^"^"'^ 
were granted in Parliament, were Burg^, fwtwith- uwni tiut 
(landing they had not, nor perhaps now have any S^j^Jne- 
Charter, (air, market, frwichifc, or other liber- J^l^""* 
tie? which Ihould cooititute, and make them Burghs, wen Bui(hi, 
But this is a mighty miftake: for there were an • 
cientiy, and are yet many towns that fent their re- 
prcfentadves to Parliament, which were not Burghs, 
' but only towns of antient demeafns, and thefe (in 
the granting of taxes efpcciaUy) confulted, and sitae ieianiat 
gave thrir confent with the Citizens and Burgefles, BM^h'fciM 
«ri)o in all taxes upon goods and perfonal eftates did Reprafenn- 
vTuaJly give and pay about one third or fourth more *"*^ 
dian Ae other towns which were neither Cities or 
Bui^s, or ancient demeafns, before the tenths and 
^ieenths were confhuitly and n^ularly fettled. 

This will be fiilly evinced by the {(blowing re- 
cords. Edward the Firft intending to Knight his 
fon, [4] fummoned the Archbtfhops, Biihops, f4]ci.]4.£a.i. 
Abbata, Pnors, Earls, Barons, and other great lacVd'aii. ' 
men to be before him and his Council, on the mor- *PI*»*- "■ '3* 
row afiler Holy Trinity, to treat of, and. grant aa 
aid which was due upon that ocxafion. He Hh 
■ fent to all the Sherifia of England, to [5] caule'to [s] AproX 
come before him and his Council on the fiiiite day, "' "' '^' 
two Knights of every county, and ^'every City 
two Citizens, and of every Burgh two or one 
Burgees, as the Burgh was greater or lefler, to 
treat, ordain, andcoofent, iJc. 

AH which onfers of men being [6] allembkd be- (<} Aft»at 
Son the King's Council, and it having been ihewed "* '^ 
■nto then by the fiune Council, on behalf of the 
Kinf, 
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A TREATISE, of 
King, Thai there wa* »n aid duo 'o '''"> '" the fore- 
faid cafe,, (that is, for making his fon Kni^^ht:) 
And alfo, That there Were manifold cxpenccs, and 
maity o*her burthens incurobant on. the King in re- 
ftraining. the rebellion and maHce of Rot<ert de Brus, 
bis traytw, and his adherents in Scotland, who bad 
prefiuncd to uaiae war againft him. ' 

The fame [7] Prelates, EarU and Barons, and 
other great men, and alfe the Knigfataof SluKs, 
treating, deliberately upon this natter,'and cdnfidei- 
ing there w»8 an. aid due as afortfaid,' and that" 
many burthens were incumbent upon the ICing by 
reafon of the war aforcfiiid, at length unanlmouAjr 
granted to the King for thenlt-lves and * whole com- 
munity of the kingdom, a thirtieth part of all tbcii 
temporal moveable goods, which they fltotdd -be 
pofleilcd of at the Featt of St. Michael next cbmieg, 
f»r a competent aid toward the Knighthood of his 
Ion, and alfo for an did toward his expenees' which 
he was to be at in tfae^tar afbrefaid. But fo, as 
this grant fliould not f prejudice themfelves, nor 
their fucceRbrs, and heirs in' future times, nor be 
made an example ia the like cafe. And' that 
in taxing. the goods aJbrefaid, all thingswepe to b* 
excepced, t> in the taxation of the fiftMnth gmntsd 
t0 the King by theGomtniuiity of the HiDgdorn^in 
the ei^Keenth year of his rdgn, for d^e baniOnneM 
of die Jews. ■ 1 

AIfo[8] thecitrzChs artd burgeffes'of cities and 
burghs, and others'- of tht! Kirig'sdeiileafnsafltm'- 
bltng together, and treating about the premifes, con- 
fufcring die burthens inCumWtit upon the Kiilgi as 
was before' mentibneii, unanlmofflly grahtdd' urttft 
h'ini 
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him foe the caurcs aboveraid, a twentieth part (rf* t^ir 
pwveablc ^pods^ and to have them as aToreiaid. 

Who, and what the cocteri, the refidue, oc 
-ethers of the King's demearns were, is plainly difce-- 
xetcd in another record about.tbe fame matter. 

It is to be [9] remembered, That on the morrow {$] UU. 
of Holy Trinity laft paft, the Prelates, and the 
ottwr great oKn of the kingdom, for themfelvcs and 
the whole community of the kingdom, granted 
to the Lord the King for themfelvcs and the whole 
cpm^u^^rypf the fame kingdom, a thirtieth part of 
a}l their temporal goods,' without cities, burghs, . 
and the King's dcmeafns. And the citizens, bur- 
g^ff^t and TENANT.? of the forefaid dembasns, 
gr^tixe^ .i twcBf iejh, pKt of their goods, as well to- 
SfU^Ote .JUffighthviod of Edward the King's Ton, 
as tQward the dc/etipe of Scotland againft Robert 
Bri^ and his con^plices, the King's enemies, and 
;^e:ferm.of the fiorefaid grant is more fully noted in 
the owBdOrials of Trinity -Term Jaft pafl. 

By this Record -it is very plain. That the Pre- The Pidua, 
lates. Earls, Barons, and Knights of Shires con- ^"^^^i^ ■ 
'ftdted together and treated about this 30th part truted ugetho-. 
flfiuch they granted > for them&J;^es and -^ whole Bu^m"^ 
eommunity.of tbe-kiagdom; as alfo thit'«(e Citi- ^'"'"j^^^^J^i 
^jess, ^urg^flt^ and Ttsj^gnts ,of the King's De~ confuitcii tofc 
.IKaftu tFcatodjjij^confulted by themfelvcs apart, ft^'fimT* 
ufd ^fanted a iiqdii,part of their goods, which was 
,a ita^d paf t more tisan the Xxwds and Knights ga^ ' , 

A(ul that Teiuntii of tbe King's PeoKaTns woe 
IflffBhsrs of -Pftd«W»ent. 

The 
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The King's commiffion, and affignment of com* 
Riiffioncrs to levy, and coUefl the 30th, and 15th 
grated in the firft of Edward the fccond, proves the 
, lame thing, Rmx [1] Miliiibus, Libtris Hvminibut 
f£ Uii Ctmrntaiilati tamitaius Middltft» tarn infra tiber- 
talts quam extra^ fahtttm. Cum Cmitei, Sfirtneff 
ASlhei, Libtri Hofiunet, ac CoMMUNlTATBS e^ta- 
tuum regni neflri, v'utfimam enmium imtnm/iurum -Mb- 
bilium ; CilMfyue ijr BurgeHjii, ae CoMMUNltATKS 0^- 
mum eivitatem (jf Burgorwn ejufdem regiti, necnm Te- 

KENTE3(&ANTIQUHDOMINIClS(«-S»«(»^ief»I»l/«m- 

ialmam btnorumjuvummtbiliitm airieHlereoMaffiriKt if 
graianitr, mi, ut VtHfima^ ifc. That is, the King to 
the Knights, Freemen, and whole Community of 
the County of Middlefex^ as well within Liberties as 
without, greeting. Whereas the Earh, Barons, 
Knights and Freemen, and the Communities of . 
Counties of our Kingdom courtly, or courteoufly 
and gratefully granted us a 20th part of their move- 
able goods ; and the citizens, Burgdies and Com- 
munities 6f Cities and Buixhs of the fame King- 
dom, andalfo'the Tenantsof the Ancient Demcafn 
of our Crown a 15th part of dieir moveable goods^ 
We, that the faid 20th part^ &c. 

And it is yet more clear from the following Recwd 
in the Pai liamen t holden at Wefhninfter, in the month 
of Eafler, in the fecond of Ae lame King Edw. II. 
The Commons then delivered certain articles of 
grievances to him for rcdrcfs, whereof the fixth artt-' 
. cle begins thus, ^ut Us * CUvaUn, gtntx, Jt Citexi 
di Burgh, i del autres Villks qutfnttvttiux ft fix 
PAKLEMEHT PER SON CoMaUNDEMENT^ tKt t^ 
fur U ptopk i mt paicitm a Svrtr ftr fniit & grirti- 
inat, iic. That is, the Knights, Men of Cities 
attd Burghft, and of other Towns, that wer« 
c?me to his Parliament, by his cguunaod, &c. Here 
are 
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are Knights, Citiiens, Burgcffcs, and men of other ^^ ^^ 
ToWN», who came to the Parliament by the King's vtt Biu^ 
ctmmand, what were thefc Towns that Were neither Sj^^I|J*?ii. 
Cities, nor Burghs, tf not the King's ancient De- ll*""*. 
meafns i Or, what were the Men that came From < 

thefe Towns, if not Tenants in ancient Demeafns ? 
Thejr could be no other Towns, nor other Men* 
than die Tenants, that were their Reprefentatives, 
and with the Knights, Citifens and Burgeflcs, de- 
livered the Articles of Grievances to the King. 

Some time afterward, the Tenants in ancient De- Tuunu In m> 
mearns were left out of the preambles of the com- ^'tii^°^ 
miffions, and not mentioned as grantors of taxes, ^'"'^J? 
with the Citifens and Burgefles in the 12th of Ed- 
ward the Second, in rome commtffions they were re- 
tained, in others omitted. Edwardut Dtt GratU 
XexJHgii^, C^c. [2] FMiyusfult BaiBvis bf Com- [0 hMt Re 
MVHiTATiBUB CiviMtm ft Bui^rum ix Cmiteti ^^'!'u„eL 
LiMahy Salutm. Ctm Gvn tf Burimju Clvitatum J^^; *""',"• 
ti Burgorum Ctmitatwtm R^ni noflri in ParUmtntt RenMoi. ixpt 
lufiro apMd Ebtnm a Dit Pefth^e frmmt frttttrif im cauaM^'at 
wnm menftm amncata pri ticpt£ti»nt Gutrrm w^m ^^^|^1^ 
Scotite Dutdenmam tmtaum Bmtntm fuerum MMUmn mm. 
mail CvKiffinmXy Oft. Mr, tit, ife. Ttfit nmpfty epud 
Ebtrum 30 Dit Aiaii Atun R^gni mftri 12. Ptr ipfum 
Xtgm. 

The Tenants of the King's ancient Demeafns 
were not mentioned as Grantors in this CommilEon. > 

Yet in this following Commiffion about levying 
' the fame Tax, they are mentioned as G rantors of it, 
with the Citifent and BurgeOes. 

Inttr 
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Ato" Cmimiffoitts W Littras Patenlti di Termiia 
Saniif Trinitatit Jmo 12 R. Rs^ Edwartk 
Stctmdi pentt Ranmi. S^gh in Seaeearis. 

Asott. Berki, R'x fivhui, ad quos prafentes Ultra pervtnerlntt S«- 

Sr'in'^M '^*'"' ^""^ P" Literat naftrat P&ttntu Affignaotri- 
u * tS fBpcr esui quofdatn Diitilos ^ FidtUi mjirei ad Decimsn 
mj^„^ pflavam tnbis per * Coj^iuunitates Csmi^fuan 

Sagm mfiri in Pariamcnto neflro apud Ebor. f PU 
"j*^**** Pafd}« proximeprattrita inufiu^ men/rm Cenvetafs. El 
roMind Duodccimam W»^ CivEs, Burgenses, & Tb- 

sti«, 'LicKi Ki«TJ:s dt Douimcis nqstris in ftdim Parletiuntt 
thl. 'ifth. «i ,(Mc^, Wf. .: 

tKcccfoce the ^* 

Iirls and B>- 

«/"tlw'om" ^*" afterwards they were frequently otnitKd, and 

inunicy of (be «ftcr the Eighth of Edwaid the Third, wl)eD,t])ie 
wulhe' '^- dlablifhmcnt of Taxes upon perfonal cftaites became 
mvsiatiarita, certain, and the way and nj^nner of Jevyifig. tl^eiti 
. AtvlMtiimo was eh^ged, the Tenants in ancient Deme^BS ajs 
I^bTidS" "* jio)ongern«aKionedjnthe.CQininiffionsof tb«Tv.- 
mcifaian no ovs aod ColJeflors, as Grantors of thofe Taxes. 
•iwd «i Cc«n- 

tonof.TuM Before this time there were two chief Taxors ap- 

\n thc.Tuun ..,,„.. ^ ' , . 

ConuniiTuw pcqntCo: by tfie King in every County, who aj^wnt- 

Il!^«fof L,. "J twelve in every, hmidfqfi, M raiie every.Man's 

vyingTttCT. , Perfonal Eftatcaccording totbetme value, and tl|Mi 

to levy a thirtieth, or an eighteenth part of it, ^it 

I was granted by the Earls, Barons and Knights 

of Shine in Parliament. T^ey alfo -appowted 

fuch and as many .as they thought fit in every City, 

Burgh and Town of the King's Demeafns, to inquire 

infeo every -\^an*s Pcrlonal Eftate in thole. places, 

anjifjflld out the true va^if^e ofit, and.th^ to levy.a 

twentieth, or twelfth jp^rt.of it, at it had been 

{[tinted by the Citifens,' BurgeOes and I'enants of 

the 
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the King's ancient DcmeaOis in Parliament. And 
that they might tax and valve eVery man's EAate 
tfuly and really, the Taxors were fworn not to 
j^o otherwire for love, hatred, favor, gift or pro- 
''tnife. See the [3] Form of taxing and levying the fj] ^^ *•- 
joch and 20th part granted to King Edward the Tem. Trinlt. 
Firfi, made by him and his council in the 34th ^,fi^g^^' 
)s^ of his reign, as it mas deiivered to the chief Kegii. 
Taxors of every County with the oath. See thjc 
li^ [4] Form in the 1 2th of Edwani the Second, E+j *■»" X*. 
i^ taxing and levying an 1 8th granted by the Earls, Tprn. Tnnltt 
B«ffl^ 6K. and a 12th by the Citizens, fiur- J^^^Vi^Ii 
goRes, and Tenants of ancient Damealhs. 

Ijithe^ght^ of Edward the Third, upon [5] [5]P».E.£.]. 
eofflp*aint of the fero)**. Kiyghts, Citiaens aiid ^i^^^^ 
BurgeffAS tpthe King in Parliament, that theTax- "^^'Xif 
SB and CoUe&orSfAtr hiibeB/pared fome men, and at Fifteuth* 
%f c(dour of their offce extwted from others moiv "^ Tenth*. 
than they ought to pay, and applied it to their owa 
ufe i with requell to him, that they might pay to- 
ward the 15th atid loth then granted, as they had 
doo'e to the laft 10th and 15th. There weie fent 
Cotnij^i^oners into every County in England, to 
agn;e a^ cooifKUUid with the inhabitants of evecy 
Town tt|«t wa$ to p»y a fifteenth ; and alfo with 
Ac cmumnities oS Citjiet and Burghs, vid men of 
the TowDfi of anciev^ Dei^eaihs, which paid a 
Jsntii t 4d\ Tractandum ^ Concokdakouu 
«Mf, Co»at*fHvsAt}*v» CiviTATUH £^ Bua- 
coRtJM, ac Ho^MiNiBus ViUarumj & Dominico- 

tan-DecuiAm fohmt UwattFy for the Aiow tb^ 

^ «me to pay; wihich fum wm .fixed upon the par^ 

tictUar 'FxmtfSf Cities, and Sh^b for the iatut^ 

md c«Uf^^ and latei eboAl gosamwiy l>y 1^ 

Q inhabitants 
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iilbibitantt (I fuppore] amongft themfclvet; the 
chief CoI)e£lors and Taxors In every County were 
refcrved to be taxed by the Treafurer afld Barons 
of the £xche({uer as before, 

I could never find the roll, or any book bf tbii 

eflabliihment of this eighth year of King Edward 

[6] With the the Third. But in a [6] book of fifteenths and 

b^l^^'Iu'" *^"*^ '" *^ ^''''^ y"'' **^ ^'"6 ^^"0" *<^ Fifth, 

Exchequer. whcrc the particular fums of every ordinary Town» 

• ■Every Town and of every City, Burgh, and * Town of ancient 

?T«^?^^ Demeafns in all Counties in tnglaml are noted* 

wai neither there is oftcn reference to the particulars of fuch a 

Burgh, wi. Roll in that eighth year. After which time, when 

MiaintDe tcnths and fifteenths were reduced to a certainty, 

the Parliament for the moll part Qx anted Taxes 

of thofe denominations, half a tenth, and fifteenth, 

a whole tenth, and fifteenth, two tenths, and two 

fifteenths, &c. according to the exigency of thr 

King's affairs. 

What the There hath been often mention made of the 

"'"B'^V King's Demeafn Cities and Burghs, as well as of 

aniiBurgbi his Tbnants of ancient Dcoicafn, in this Treatife, 

,«ere. ^j,j jj ^jjj ^ych tend to the underftanding of it, 

and of ancient Records and Hittory where they art 

mentioned, to know what they were.. Andifth^ 

be duly confidered, they are not much unlike ono 

another, having their names from the fame thing, 

that is, from holding of the King by Fee-^m. 

ThtOiSgiaU For thofe Town and Lands which are found ia 

ffrm-rtm». Domefday-BooksundertheTitleofTsaRARBOls, 

were then and afterwards kept in his hands, -and 

managed by PrapeJUif or Baylifis, (as were moft 

c>f the Towns and Lands of Biibops, Abbats, 

Friom. 
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Fltors, Earls, Barons, and other great Men) and 
taljed his, and their Demealns | which in proccfs 
. of time were let to Farm to Tenants for a conflder- 
able part of their true value, an half part, third or 
fourdi at leaft, and this Rent was called a Fee- 
Fann-Rent, the TenanU efteeming what thcfc 
Eftates were above the Rent, or in refped of the 
Tenure, tobe to.them, »f, ot lanquam de fadey as 
iftbcywerehoIdeninFee, pajingtheir Rent, and ' 

Tallies. 

. Of the fame condition were Cities and.Burghs^ 
at firft they were kept in the King's hands, and 
die cuftoms and profits, that arofe from trade, ga- 
* thered by his Bayliffs and Officers, which after- 
Ward were let out in Fee-Farm, to the communi- 
ties of Cities and Burghs, which commonly were 
made fuch, by the fame Charters by which the 
Cuftoms in kind, or the true value of them, aft 
then colledxd, were changed into Fee-Farm Rents, 
and the King's Officers, or others in lieu of them, 
weremadeOfficersas well tothe Cities and Burghs, 
as to himlelf. This is clearly apparent from the 
Narrative of Great Yarmouth, in the Appendix 
N."!. A. Nf I. B. and from the Charter Nt 2, as 
alfo fromtbe fecond Charter of Donewic, NT 3. B. 
and from others. And may further ba coniirmed 
by the following Record. 

^hurattmmta [7] Htmitam (^ Burgenfim Firma- [7] AdiwHui 
rimm Divirfarum FiMarum ad Feodi Firmam de ^J^Tej,,. 
fttge tetumivm qui nen vtntrunt ad Scaccarium zAfa- Aniente, ind- 
dtndum Profihim difirmisfuis in Crqfiino SanUi Mi- c^diiuas^nftl 
diaelis June R^gni Regis Edwardi TtrtiifoJiCm- ^'^tTb.- 
^uifttan VI inapimUt V Jinitnu. ban. in Scm- 

G a Ntrthum- 
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fDi Inmnibui Ft»m ie Bun- 



A IK fr 4. 1 Id & At 

{Dtf Inmnibui FiMm ik Bun-) 
•bui-gb jwa«m wwroi**j(y^, • 
StaaariumadfidendumPr^' f -^^ 
frmmfHum adDitmfTadiStwn J 
Bcdrford. I?i Hm^mhui VHla fiedefonl ^ 

^o^ — _ — ._ ; V Merf. 

Ejjix. De HominHms yHJadeCoXA^K 

prt a4tm — . V Mtre, 



Derftt. 



De Hmtinibus Vil/a dt Bniijpoit 

pra mlm V. Mtrt. 



Ei Mmsrandtim qusi bujufriadi Finnarii, & aBi 
yicccomites ig Ballivi t^^U nudt tmuniettjimt 
pre mm Jdveittlffm ad Froffhanfutm trnpare Regh 
EAvardifiii R^'ts HtnrUiy fim ataiiutur in Mam- 
randis Jmti KVHI ^ufdim inter CammumadtTermtm 
Sanai MkhaeUs. 



The AmnrciatMnts of the Men and Burgefies, 
Fauners of divers Towns, bolden of the King in 
Fee-Farm, who came not to ^ Exdiequer «- 
* At thii time Scaccar, to make dw proffer, (i. c. the * beginning 
Sdr A^^nt. of *"' Accounts) on the moiTOw of St Michael 
/or that half jn Ac Year of the Reign of King Edward the 
» faiifuin in Third, after the Conqucftj beginning the Sixdi, 
part of their „ding Ac Fifth. 

Rent, which " ■ 

wu called 

thdrpr,*r. f Of the Moi of the Town" 

of Bamturgb, becaufe 
thejr came not to the 
Scaccar to make their 
proSer at the Day afore- 
faid. J . 

r Of the Men of the Towjil 
St^irJ. < of Btd/srd fpr (he fame ' fivt MaHit. 



Neriium-' 
ktrland. 



•fhuJAris. 



SJtM, 
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f Of the Men of the Town -J 
S^. < ,otaicbt/!erfottheCaaK.?f^^M^h. 

r Of the Men of the Town:} 
^M- { of Srudport for ib A pi^ Hf^rh. 

. It cannot be denied, dtat many Towns frhick 
are now Parliament Burghs were the ancient De- 
oieafiu of the Crown, and that the Lands belong- 
ing to them were holden in Fee-Farm, But then 
it muft be confidered, that the Towns and Lands 
fo botden, were holden b; particular men, by grant 
from the Crown, and as Tenants to the Manor, 
where the Lands ]ay, or to fome other Manor, at 
feme di£ance from them, and therefore for this rea- 
foh,thc7CouIdnotbecalled,Ciw/tf/« W5wy(/>w»/- _,, 
Bui ^gifs l''*^ King'sDemeafn Cities and Burghs; Butghs -why 
but muft be fo called, by reafon of the Fee-Farm ^^^'i^r'^ 
titey paid as Cities and Burghl, as Communities, Bursht. 
Corporations and Bodies Politique, conftituted by 
the King's Charters, with liberty of -free trading, 
from which Trade, or inm Tolls and Cuftoms 
thereby happening, die Fee-Farms of fuch Com- 
munities arof?, and from hence the Burge&es of 
fitth places, as Burgefies, were caUed^ the King's 
Farmers, or Tenants in Fee-Farm. 

. Having leen what the Civilaitt & Burgi Dmi' 
Ma Rtgi/, the King's Demeafn Cities and Bui^hs 
were. We Jball neit fhew what, and how many of 
Ae prefent Parliament Burghs, were ancient De- 
acons, And in doing this, I will follow the di- 
refiion of an antient [J] Writ, to the Trcafurer j-gj ©id Rtgf- 
ahd' Banms of the Exchequer, in +8th of Edward B/f.^g,!A.' 
the Tfaifd, tthca the Men of the Town of Lindon 
G 3 if>. . 
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in the County of Roteland, complained to the King, 
that notwithftaAding it was neither Burgh nor an- 
cient Demeafn of the Crown, yet it was taxed a 
tenth, whereas they fliould have been taxed only z 
fifteenth, in this cafe the King commands the 
Treafyrer and Barons of the. Exchequer, that if if 
did appear by his Book called Domefflay, or by other 
Rolls and Memorials of the Exchequer, or any 
other competent way, that it was neither Burgh 
nor ancient Demeafn, they fliould accept a fifteenth 
and difcharge them of the tenth, &c. Vebh manda- 
mus qmdfiper Librum neftrum qui vacatur Domes- 
da y, velptr altos ROTULOS & ^fEMORANDASf(If-. 

carii Jhi alia mado campetmti diilam Viliam Surgum 
vel de Antiquo Dominicq Carona neflrte nan t^ 
invtnire canligerit, f^c. 

From this Book therefore of Domefday, and 
other Records it will manifelVly appear, which of 
the prefent Burghs were ancient Deme^fhs. 

Howminyaf In Bcrlcfliire^New-Wtndfor, and Reading>in 
fthtttte Buckinghamfhirei-Wickham, Wendover, Aylcf- 
only Towns Iq buryjthen no Burghs. In Devonfliire, Barnftable^ 
maSa. Plimpton, Taviftokc, Afliburton, Tiverton,' the " 

four laft then no Burghs. Dorfetfiiire, MelcomI) 
then no Burgh. EfTex, Maldon. Glouceflerfhire, 
Tewkefbury, Cirencelier, the lafl then no Bui^h, 
Herefordfllire, LemAcr then no Burgh. HunttngT 
donfliire, Huntingdon 3 Henri Quinti. Lincoln- 
Jhire, Grantham, Grimefl)y, then the laft no 
Burgh. Norfolk, City of Norwich, Great Yar- 
moth, Thetford. Oxfordfliire,' Woodftooke, but 
then no Burgh. Some rfetfh ire, Ilchefter, Mil- 
borne, Hampfliire, Andover, StalFordflure, Tam- 
Wortb. Suffolk, Ipfwich, Surry, Guildford. 
Wiltfhirc, 



UMi,z<,.t, Google ■ 



EngUfi Bsrgbsf^ or Biwet^t, . 87 

Wiltfljire, Wilton, Weftbury, Cain, Chepeham, 
now Chippenham, Crickladc, Bedwin, then the 
laft Weftbury and Chcpeham no Burghs. York- 
Jhire, Knarclburg, Malton, Threlke, Alvertune, 
then no Burghs. All thefe Towns are to be foun<l 
under the Title of Tcrrie ^^I'ij the King's landyn 
Domefilay Books, in the feveral Counties, except 
Wicomb, which is to be found inBuckingham- 
fhire, under the Title of 7erTa Epi/cepi Ifinlemenjisy 
and was alloted to the Monks of Winchefter for 
their Diet, both before and after the Conqueft. 
Hac* Manerium (J. e. Wnsmb.) fust (^ tji advUium ■ Domeffl.f. 
Menecantm fPintomenJium. But how I cannot fay, '41- B.CiiU*« 
this Town afterwards came into the King's hands, 
and was the Demeafn of the Crown. For in the 
[9] Fifth of his Reign King Johh granted it in W*^* 
Fee-Farm, at the Rent of 20!. per annum, and ' ' . 

the fervice of one Knights Fee, to Alan BalTet, 
and King Henry the Third, in the 33d year of his 
Reign, when he taxed bis Dcmeafns at the requeft 
of Philip Baffet his Son, directed his Writ to the 
Sheriff of Buckinghamfhire to impofe a reafonable 
tallage upon the Tenants of Philip in Wicomb, as 
having been once the Demeafn of his progenitors 
as appears by the Writ itfelf, [1] ^id Rtx Tal- [i] chaf. 31. 
Uarifadt DemmUafua Mandatum eft VlcKMniii Bwhy ^"7*''* ^ 
qttedbaherefadiitPhilippoBaJfetRaiionabilt T^ll^igiutn 
' it ffominibui full tie ta Teaentihus in Maneria de Wj- 
eumh, quad atiquande fitit Domimaim PrtedtaJJirum ' 
Btgiiy Rigum Jnglia.' Tiftt Rigt apud Wlfinatfitr 
yitejmo OElavQ Die Deami. 

Belides the Towns above-mentioned to be found 
in Domefday- Book, in the feveral Counties under 
the Title of Terra Regis, the King's Lands, that 
were holden of him, and were ancient Demeafns, 
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erhisMxn^ri; G*uiI4foni in Sutryat the time sf 

m^iflg the Cmquonirs Airvey, was die King's 
Land, but thett no Burgh, Domerdoy-Book, f. y}^ 

a. Col, t. Gaton or Gatton in the fame County, 
was ths BMhtJp of Bliyfeux his knd, ibid. i. 31. b. 
C6l. I. Then no Bvrgh ; this Town cfcheatcd 
or ■ reverted to the Crown after his death, « per- 
haps before by forfeiture, when he was impri'foned 
as a Traytor by bis half'-brother King William, 
A. D. 1085. Dorchtftter in Dbrfetfliire, drfcribed 
By itfelf with its Cuftoms, ibid. f. 75. a. Col. i, 

■ and then under the Title of Terra Regis, as a very 
great Manbr only, ibid. Col. 2. iPool in the fame 
County is not to be found in Domefdky-Eobk j 'tis 
an Hamlet of Canfotd or Chenfbrd, which was the 
King's Land, _and holjen of him by Edward of 
Salisbury. Edwafiu! dt Sartjhuria UnH ■ it Reg» 
X^henefard, &c. f. 80. b. Col. i. Coffin the fame 
County was the King's Land, then no Burgh, and 
holdcn of him by Robert Fitz-Gerold. Rohertia 
fitiui GeroUi Umt dt lUge Cerf, i^e. Hid. The May- 
or of this place is chofen and fworn in the Court- 
Leet. Marlave or Marlow in Buckinghamshire, 
is to be found under the Title of Terra Btgina Ma- 
(ildis, andfo Crown-Land, butnoBurgb,defcribed 
only as a great Manor, ibid. f. 152. b. Col. 1. 
Newton in Lancafliire, holden of die King, aijd 
was ancient Demeafns, then no fiurgh, ibid. f. 259. 

b. Col. 2. f. 260. i. Co{. I. 

There were alfo other Towns, that appear to 
have been the King's Towns or Oemeafns by other 
Records, Old Sarum in Wiltftilre, or the Old 
CaftleoF Salilbury, was the King's Demeafns. See 
Charter the nth of Hen. 3. for the foundation of 
the Church and City of New Sarum. Excefterin 
■ Dcvonfliire, 
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pwonfliire was the King's City and Demn&s. 
Cart. ijEdw. i.^f^^jRimi/, atidhcrefol. 46. A, 
Tb; Manor of Cbrift-Chuich ia Hani|ilhin, witl) 
the Inberitance, was puiyeycd Co ICing £dw. z. 
bjr Avdii) tte Fwtibus, Countefs of DeronOure, 
Pat. ti Edw. |. M. 3. The fworn fitirgelTes of 
fhe Barop Jury of the Court in this Town, chool& 
two Peifonst and prcfcnt tbcm to the Sjteward, ilt 
frhich he taketh one, apd fwears him Ma^nr ; they 
^Ib choofe Pailiam^ nt-Men. Hedon in Torklliuii^ 
was palled to the fanie King by w^ gf Exchange, 
Clauf. 4, Edw. t. M. 7. in Cedula, Leftwithiet 
io Cornwall was the King's Town, Rot. Pari. 8. 
£dw. 2. N. 4.1. Dorchelter and Line in Dorfet- 
flure, were the K'l^'s Demcalh Burghs^ Rot. 
pari, il< He^i. 4. N. 53. 55. Newcaftle under 
^in^ in StaJTordfliire, and Higham Ferrers iaNor* 
fhsunptonihire, were both the King's Manors, Rot. 
Pari, 38 H. 6. N. 38. The City of Winclw^r in 
' Haofp'kire, held of the King in Fee-Farm, payil^ 
120 Marks per Annum, and ibme part of it was 
golden of him in Capite, Rot. Pari. 11 Hol 4. 
K. 57. Stockbridge in Hampfhire, the Parlia^ 
ment-Men are returned by the Steward of the Leet 
flT Court-Baron, The Burgeflb of Agmondefliam 
in Bucks arc cholen by the Homage in the Court- 
fiaron : And note, that wherever the Mayor, Bay^ 
lifis and Burgcfles arc chofen by the Jury in a Court- 
Baron, or at the Leet, they wgk Towns in an- 
deat Demeafns ( or where the returns of Parlia- 
ment-Members hare been, or are now made by the 
^rd oj Lady of the Manor, as at * Aylelbury in * l" 'he Addin 
Bucks, or their Steward^ - The Conftable of the f^.^^^ 
place, an ordinary Bayliff, or fuch inferior Offl- "• ^1' *+■ 
cer,-,They were alfo Towns in ancient Demeafiis. 
And further, 'tis not to be doubted, but there are 
,aitny Haail Towns, Manors and Places^ now re- 
i/*tcd 
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puted Burghs, which were not Aich at the making 
of Domerday-Book, or the Conquerors Survey, 
nor perhaps were they ,th^ King's Demcafns at that 
time. But thofe Manors and Towns might have 
come to the Crown afterwards, by efcheat or for- ■ 
fciture, before there were any fumnions iffued for 
the choice of Citizens and Burgefles, And fo the - 
•s«e httt from Sheriffs then (to whofe • difcretion it was left to di- 
rol. S1.K.F0I. reft them) might fend precepts to fuch of the King's' 
Towtts as they thought to be, or n»nied Burghs, ■ 
to fend^Keprefentatives to Parliament. Whether' 
they were real Burghs or not 1 or inflead of Burghs, ' 
fnight direfl their precepts upon the Writ to fuch 
of the King's Towns, and Demeafns, as by exer- 
cifing Trade, and ufing fomc franchifes and liber-' 
t ties by connivance, afid underfliclter of thcroyal 
protedion, had the appearani^ of Burghs, 

[ij Tht tlma I" Cornwall at the [2] time of the Survey, none 
"f n' "f"'"' ^ ^^^ "ow Burghs were placed under the Title of 
Book which Terra RiS"t unlefs that which was then called 
fabCornwali. Henliftone, and difcritied « an ordjnary Tpw(i, 
be now Hellion, nor had any of thein at the time 
rtlDomfn. In aforel^d, the title of Burghs, [3] Ecclejia Sanlfl 
Cornwall, fob GfTmant, tha{ Manor or Parifh confifted'of twen- 
tf\}tr,".'zi- ty-four Hides, whereof thetiiftiopof Exceftcrhad 
ftttrta. twelve, and the Canons of the place had twelve, 

what belonged to the Bifliop was valued >t 81. br 
the Year, what belonged to the Canons yns va- 
lued at an hundred fhiJlings, In hae Mantria tfl 
Mereatum in Die DMtMcofed ad mchllum redigitur 
pro Mereats Camitis Moritanii qtiod ibi efi prsximum^ 
in this Manor is a Market on the Lord's Day^ but 
'tis reduced to nothing by reafon of the Market of 
theEarl of Moreton, that is very near., 

Th« 
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iriglijh Burghs, or Btureughs. »! 

TheEarlof Moreton[4] holdsLifcarret, there MlhU-Sab. 
deTcribed as an ordinary Town, the fame holds CoIrit,^M^. 
Fawintohe, there defcribed as an ordinary Town, ^"•'•'"•B' 
Parifb or Village, the fame holds Diinhevet [now 
Lancefton) ibi Cqftrum Cemitii, there is the Earls 
Caftle, or the bead of the County. 

The [y] Church of St. Petroc htdds Bodmlne, rj]ibid.f.M.. 
Aere St. Petroc hath rixCy-eight Houfes, and a P" ^'^ •• 
Market, the whole is valued at XXXV (hillings 
by the year. 

No other names of the prcfcn? fiuFghs in Corn- 
wall to be found in pomefday-Bo<A, or other 
things of thefc. 

In Devonfhire, befides.what were mentioned be^ 
fere under the Title of Terra Regit ; there is £x- 
cefter Burgus defcribed by itfelf, Honetonc under 
the Title of Terra Camitis MoretMienfii but no Burgh, 
Totnais Burgus, under the Title of Tfrrff^^w^/ 
■4U Totnais, and CJchmentone (I fuppofejiow Oak- 
hampton) Burgus, under the Title of Baldwin the 
Sheriff. Baldioinus Vicecanui [6] Tenet Ochemtnttm rs]lUd.f. 105. 
^ Regt, Hi fedet Ca/felium, ibi quatuer BurgeiifeSt ' ** 
& Adtrcatum valet IIll Solidst, 

No other Names of the prefent Burghs to be 
found in this County, in Dsmefday-Book, unlefs, 
as hath been noted before, thofe which are placed 
under the Title of Terra-Rtgis. 

InAViltfljire, befides what were reckoned before 
imder the Title of Terra-Regis, there is [7] r7jibid.fi>l. 
Malnwibury defcribed byitfelfj Merleberg isde- *♦•^^^'■ 
fcribed xs an ordinary Town, no Burgh. Duntone 
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Is placed under the Title of Tfrra Epifiopi ffintani' 

tt^y no Bprgh, but dcfcribcd as an ordinary Town. 

tt] ifau for, SaJiibury is under the Title of [8] Ttrra Epifiopi 

' Salifitrifnfist no Burgh, but defcribed as a very 

great Manor ^ and as other country Towns, only 

thus in part of the defcription. Infl'illuittvi'-^ur- 

gaifit pertinmtet buic Mantrh^ rtd4uni Ixv. Deharias. 

{9J Etefbery (I fuppofe now Hcytfbury) under the 

Title of Ttrra ^luredi it Ifpania-, and is thu( 

['i]n>d. fbl. defcribed, Ahtrtius [j] dt IJpania Tentt ie Higt 

T).A.c<>).i, ^,^^;,^ Alwi T0mU Ttmport Re$ii Etiwardii 

vcluit Hi I, medi, iiii I. 

. N<t other names of the prelept Burghs to be foui)d 
in the Defcription of Willi^irc, but fuch as were 
ancient Pemcafns. 

And fi> it is in other Shires and Colinties, fucb 

t^cially as hafe now many Burghs in tfaem, as 
fromd^itfliire, HampAilre, Sull^x, Laiitalhire and 
' Vorlcfliirc, in every «f rilefe there are naw fcrerrf 
red <a reputed BUrghs^ «hofe names are fwt ti)' b$ 
fountl in the Conqueror's Stttvey. 

TV diiiiui And theraftm we are next to fhew, or at kail 

^^"''''* m^o a probable conjeflure, what the orijria^ af 
many (if not all) our prefent Burghs was ; which 
fc nic fecdM to hare b«n only from Chartisrs. We 
vrill begin wirti thofe of Cornwall, #hicb are moA 
ebfture, and then inftanoe ih fomfe others, 

Keil^iloi- I^'or the Burgh of Uellefton, fee Appendix, 

Numb. 8. 
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Mn^fl) Bvrghf, of Beurav^. 9^ 

TxuRS Trucu, CH-Tciuaeu, was fonetimetbe TTun, 
po0d^oii of Ridiard de Liuy, a periba of gitat 
notp in tbe /cigns of King Siephen, and ibnry die 
Second ; in the eighth ci whofe'Reign he vM 
nude Juftice of Engbntf. From him it came ta 
p« ^LnaM FitZ'Roj, vhowas one <^ the iU^dmata 
Sons of King Henry the FJrit, and was [1] created [>] Dugi. 
Eari of Cornwall by King Stephen in the Fifth of c^'^"^ 
hi« ReigTi> awl died in the aiftcf Henry theSe- 
cood. He, by Jms (^vteT, entnted to hii htm 
SurgeUe^ qf Tnuercu, that they iho^ild have all 
tbeir free Cuftoms, and fuch as were ufed in Qtiefi 
ynd xhxi iante 4n all things which dtcy had in tht 
time of RichaEd de Lucy: (Tbat is to^ii^) £m^ 
iatf Tel, Than, and JafmgnuthKfs and granted 
them, that diey Ibovid not p)«ad or hi!|>T(^ecute4 
in liuiidred^or .County-Courtl, nor fotanyfum- 
ficw A9u|d gp iMiy where to any law-huHiKft 
, jyjthqm the Town of Triuereu j and that they 
0QiUd hi; quit from payjtig Toll throi^ all Com- 
irall, in Fairs and Marjcets> and whereToever t^^ 
ixw^t and fold. And that ftv the goods tb^ 
Crufted, when they weiC not paid, th«y migkc 
diftrain thur debtors, when they found them in 
ibctfTown. The Charter it£dfzvms thus; 

athu Mertralvi CsnaMa (a mmihis Mihitut^ & l^f.'JJ.jfc, 

tmmbus Libirt-TtnmtibtiSy £^ snafus Tma ^^Udt 

fuatn CamubitnJibuSt faluum. Scialh^ quod ctnciffi 

lOB^RU BUROBNSXBUS BIfif it TrIUKREW hf^tri ^^ chirwe 

«m(l LXBSZAS CoKSUETUDtNes i^ UrSAV AS, if of Tnwn. '' ^ 

-ififiianiiimmbKsquas haimenrnt is Tmpart Ricarju 
jdeLucXf fiiHett Sachau, ^ Sochau, Cj Tou, 
¥ TftRlt, ,»■ iHFANCKHKTPlUff tf CuUf^.tV qwi 
JIM tktiMt IK MlWOUAtS* S«. CoJftiTAXlBUI, 
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KKpro aliqua funmunitisne eant adpU^tanAmt aSeutd 
extra viliam dt Triuereu^ & quod quiiti fint d* 
TuoLKgo i^Hdaffr Mam Cornubiam in fcriis, (^ 
in ionSy (^ ubicutique aturita i^ wndideriiit, ig quod 
dt pecuma etmm accrsditay ill nan reddita^ Namuu 
tapianty in Villa fiiadiDtbitoribusfuit, HiiTtflibust 
tf £. without Date. 

In the fame Recotd it fdlows thus : Jufpemma 
Uiam Cbartam quam Htnrieut proavus Nafter (Henry 
the Second, who was Great Grandfather to Edward 
Ihc Firft)/«jV ei/dm Burgenftbui in b^c Verba. Hm' 
rieus Dei Gratia Rtx Anglia, y Dux Nirmannio!, & 
Aquitania t^ Cenut Aniegavtit, Archiepifcapis^ Epifa- 
pityAbbetibus, Camitibui, Baranibus, yvjliciiariiiy Vict' 
comi^busy AfiniftritfJ omnibus fidilibuj fids Francisy 0* 
Anglii, totius ANGLiiE, H CORNUBIJE, Salutem. 
Sdatis me Concejfiffi b Prafentt Carta Cmjmnaffi 
BuRGENsiBUS Richardi de Lucy dt TriuEreu om- 
net Libertaus i^ Liberas Can/uetudintSy quas CouEi 
Reginaldus AbuncUltis heus, (bafe Son to 
Henrv the Firft, and fo Brother to Maud the 
Emprefs) ratienabiUter dedit itt tf unceffit fiatt 
"Carta ipfms Camitit Tefiatury quare volo, f^c, 
Tejiibus R. EpifcopofVintoity i^e. Without date, both 
which Charters Edward the Firll con^rmed by hie 
■ji.tx.11S4- Charter, dated on the 12th of June, in the* 13th. 
of his Reign, Edmund then Ear] of Corawaii be- 
ing a witnefs to it, 

Richard, brother to King Henry theTbipi, vai 
[4] 0*1*. 15. created Earl of Cornwall in the [4,] fifteenth year 
pYpit'."*' of '"'^ R«'gn. who by his [5] Charter, without 
Hen. 5. pan. 3. date made Dunheved or Lanceston a free 
^^a. '"" Bui^h, and apiongft other liberties, granted to 
. the Burgefl» to choofe their own Bs^iSs, who 
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were toimfwcr the Farm of the Burgh, which was Dunlieved 
to himfelf mi hunattd Shilling*, to the priory of Vj^"^' 
St. Stephen in Lanceflnn, fixtj'-^e Shillings and 
tenrpence, and to the lepers of St. Leonard of 
Lancefton an -hundred Shillings of his Alms. He 
granted them&lfa Vrum Placeam, where they.Aiould 
think it mo& decent and honourable^ to en& a 
Guildhall in the (amefiurgh, to hold c^ him and 
his.hein, by a pound of pepper to. be paid yearly at 
Michaelmas for all fervice and demand whatever, 
be granted alfo they Ihould not be taxed when the 
Oultty was, nor alUated, by him or his htirs, 
when the King uljiated all his Bargbs in Eo^and. 
Et [6] quod mm taliiantur per net vet H^frtdei inftrat [<] ^li- 
ad Tempus quanda Demitaa Rex etMus Burgesjius par, 
Angliem TaUiaverit. There were Burgeflea inlu- 
bitiag in, or belonging to the Cafllc of this Town 
in the Time of King Henry the Second, who had 
certain liberties and privileges, as appears by the 
Chartei' of Hellefton in the Appendix, N. S. - 

The fame Earl Richard made Liskeretk or Lelluurd. 
.LiSKARD a free Burgh, and granted to the Bur- 
.gdles [j] allthofe liberties and free cuftoms which, fT]l*".».E.j. 
by his Charter he had granted to his BurgefTes of fti^'laiKxi''*' 
Lanceflon and Hellefton. This Charter isdated ""w- 
$.Jumiy in the 24th of his Brother Henry the 
Third. A. D. 1240. 

Edmund Earl of Cornwall his Son in the [8] [S] mt. 
Third of Edward the Firft, granted this whole 

- Burgh, with the rent of the fame, and his Mills 
ofBodgara, and Lonvil, with the Hill of Bodgani 
and the Meadows belonging to-the Mills, with the 
T4I of the Market and Fairs, and alfo all fines, 

^aoidds and perquifites of the fame Burgh, belong- 
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' iog to bim a;id hh heirs in Fee-Farm, at thefeiif 
of righujen Pounds fierling, to be paid to hiio or 
lus heirs by the hands of his Sinifihul of Comvall^ 
M IbU. I>y equal portions at Eafter and Michaelnai, [9} 

except to bimfdf and heirs, that they night taUi* 
ate the laid Burgh, as often and when the King of 
England did talliate his Cities and Burghs. Mh 
mains tf Hartditus mftris fttod f^mH&im Hmffm 
TalUart ptjjia^ua, fmtitfam^ Dimntu Rm Jh^tt 
GtrntatHf^BurgtsfiaiTtdUaoeftU 

rijc>rt.i> The fenw Earl Kii^urd, [i] gruiM t» th» 
inrpe'iiimuV. ''' Prior and Cagons of Bodmin, a fiec Mcschaadr* 
Bodmin. Gild, {GiioAM MxscATOJUAu] ia that Towa, 
and that their Bwgefles fliould he &se and ipiit ftf 
all ouflomf and exaAions thtougbjm.CiVBiK^, fttr 
the yewlyRentofforty-diiEc fliiUingS and feuc- 
-penoe without date, &C. 

TJ)« 6tne Earl when be vas Eiag of the K»< 
[1] Cut. rj. mans, {2] in the izih year of his Reign [3] made 
£d.i.'ii. »+. bjf Loftwithicl and Penknek one free Burgh, and'that 
[jjA.D.iieo, his Burgelles thetc fliould hare a Mcrchent-G41^, 
LoAwit^^l ""'' ^*'* proceeds and grants them further liberties 
in the iame words with iJioTc of Truro. 



] Pat. I. K. 
b]> loipcumui. 



Grainit< John -of Eltham fecond Icn to Edward (he. Se- 

pount. cond, was Earl of Cornwall, wtio [4.] gave and 

(4] at. I. . g^jjjj.j jjj jjjj Byrgeffes of Grauntpount, m Great- 
pridge in Cornwall, the whole Town, andfcve- 
^1 other Lands abuttalled and bounded m his 
Charter, and made it a free Burgh, wbidi thay 
were to hold of him and his heirs ftir ever in Fet- 
Farm, paying at the feafb of Eafter and'IWichaeJ* 
mas^ twelve foundSj eleven ^^ittff «iu( fti*r- 
peottv 
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()encc. This Charter • bears date the fixth of ' ^-i C"** <• 
Odcber in the leventh year of his dcareft brother To which thia 
fcing Edward. .c^w^"'^'^ ■ 

Reginald de Vallc Torta, or Vautort, who [5] [;" o^lTtl 
lived iin the time of King John, and died in the ™"^'" "' ^°'' 
30th of Henry III. was Lord of the Honor and 
Caftleof Trematon, which washead of it, toit^ 
[6} belonged fifty-nine fees of the yearly value of, [sj Rot. £f. 
259I: 6s. 8d. As the Earls of Cornwal cxercifed ' f*^^-^^' ^^■ 
their yura R/galia in ere&ing of Burghs in the Bffa, or Sal- 
County, fo this Reginald and his antecelTors, cxcr- ufh. 
cifed theirs in creating the Burgh of Efla, or Sal- 
tafi), within their Honor of Trematon. 

[7] Seimn frafinta ti Juiwiy pad ega S^SmLlut (73P«.s.Rie. 
AValleTertaDedi& ct>ne§ffi tf hac frmfenti carta ^'''wiiw' 
nu£ coitfirmavi Ubtris Burgtr^tbut nuts dt i£a mints R- 
itrtattt tif Uieras anfitetudims fuat hie fvh- 
feripias^ fuai haliurunt trmport eattct^rvm murvrnt 
(£c. which were many, and amongft them thefc, 
that they fllould choofc their own Bayliffor Mayor ; 
dut they Jhould hav'e the whole toJl of bread, ta- 
ium pauli Thetontum ; and, that none of his Bur- 
geflcs {hould be taken and carried to his cafile, if 
they were able to find fufficient fureties of their 
l*eers, for their tranfgreffions. This Charter was 
confirmed by Richard the Second, vtfitpra. 

This Burgh of Efla is now called [8] Saltafli, [8] Cmw'i 
which lies in the fame parilh of St. Stephen's, c'^mC'p. 
.wherein the Caftle of Trcmeton, the head of that '"•''• * ^• 
Honor now doth, or then did ftand. Thefc in- a"d. 'IIT^, 
'fiances arc fufficient for Cornwa), fome few do 
follow in other counties. 
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[,] Cart. IJ. 



PlyinptDa. 



A TkEATISE of 
Baldwin dt RedverySy [9] .Ear) of Devon and 
Lord of the Iflc (that is, Wight) in the 26th of 
Henry the Third granted to bis fiurgsQesof Plymp- 
ton, his whole Burgh of Plympton, with the market 
and fairs, and all appurtenances to the faid Burgh 
belonging, to have and to bold to them and their 
heirs of him and his heirs for ever, fo freely and 
quietly, with all liberties and free cuftoms, » m9& 
Jkut Cives Exonia melius (^ liierius hahenl vil habere 
dibent in CivifaUfua Exonia, quam dt Rege terntrt, in 
the fame manner as the Citizens of Excefter, beft 
or moft freely have, or ought to hare in their City, 
which they held of the King ; this charter was con- 
firmed by Edward the Firft, as above. 



[t]Ciuc.i.ld. Prcflon in Lancashire, [i] made a Bur^h by 

fofMximuh J^i"? Henry the Second, had new liberties granted 

Freftvn. by.King Jshn, when Earl of Moreton and Lati- 

cafter, confirmed by King Henry the Third, and 

Edward the Third. 



m 



Inrpeximui. 
Xlancallcr. 



The fame John Earl of Moreton and Lancalter, 
[2] granted and confirmed to his Burg^fles of that 
Town, in the Fourth of Richard the Firft, all the 
liberties which he had granted to the BurgetTes of 
Bnflol, and furthermore rcleafed to thcnt the fuit 
they ought to his mill, and acquitted them from 
,ploughing his lands, and performing other fervile 
■ cufloms. "Jehannes Come! Moreton ommbui huminibits 
W mntViV fuis Francis (sf Angiitis prafentlbut i^ futu- 
rit, Sahtem. Sdalis, me csncefftffi ^ hac Carta mta 
tanfrmajfe Burgenfshus meis Lanca/iria emnes Liberta- 
iis quas Burgenfibus Briftd cancfjji. Prttterea clamavi 
eefdem Burgenfes quieles de Seiia MaUndini, (^ dt Atut 
rOy is 4e oliii^Servilihus Confuetudini but quas factrt fi- 
lebentf 



D,a,l,zc.bvG00gIf 



En^ijh Barght, or Biurcughi. 
Uhant, iic. This chirter was corfiinr-d by this 
John, when King, an<l by Edward the Third, in 
the Elevetath of his RcignV a< in the margin. 



John thi: eldeft fon of the Duke of Britain, and Riclie- 
Lord of Richcmund, by his charter without date '"'""'■ 
fisr him and his heirs, [-3} granted to the Burgeiles (jlP'f' ^-Kii. 
of Richcmund, the Butgh of Richemund, with tht /i. bjitifpcM- 
Mcreate and Fairs, and the tolls, with all rents of ""'■ 
Affizfe, itcttfchments and pleas, or muJfls of the faid 
Burgh, and his whokl^emeslh, called the land of 
FflBtenr^t'itc. At the rent of forty pound per 
annun*, &c. Which charter was confirmed by 
Kdwird'tfae Third, in the Second of his Reign, as 
in th« mirgfn. 

Itiitg'john Tit th>SAx>ndbf his Reign, granted £4] Cm. $. 
to|+], Baldwin E^of-Albamarle and Hawis or bj',„?^"^u'.?' 
Avis hi^-CbunteCi th^fjr^Burgage in Hedun, now Hedon. 
Heioh, Hcydon^ or'Hodon-in Yotklhire, to them 
and.^irhejrs in fe(j and. inheritance, to that their 
Burg«Oes df Htddaffrtright hold freely and quietly 
in fMfr Burgage, astiis Burgdies of York and Lin- 
coln, beft, moft freely and quietly did hold, with 
fach cuftoms and libertitB as - King Henry his U.' 
ther, (thai is, Heniyihe Second) granted to Wil- 
liam Earl of Albemarle, by his reafonable charter, 

^abmmt Dti Gratia iRex Angliie, i^c. Sciatit net 
tlvnceffiji [ 5] Baldfwine Cemili AUitmarUte (^ £bw- lil ^W- 
j£r Camilijpe Uxarijiue iibtrum Burgagium in Hcddit- 
na eis Isf- I^eredibta fiiis in fiuda fs" barediiete^ ita 
filed Burgtnfes terum Htddmue^ liheri l^ quieii in li- 
iera Burgagia tentantjkut Burgenfis mjiri dt Ehirace 
J ~vel i^khtl miliist i^ HheriuSy W quietius tewnt, illii 
Ctnftutudinibiu tit Liierttttiiutf ^aa Rfx Htnricus 
H » Patir 
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Pater nffler fftlUelma ComSti Mbemarliie ptrCertam 
fuam rtaiamibilam (unaffil. Teftihui, C^c. JDiai, aptid 
Ctaufard 13 Die Decemb. Am» Regm niflri 2. This 
charter was confirmed by Edward the Third, as in 
the margin. Very mmy more inftanccs n>jght be 
given of charters of very obfcurc Burghs, and might 
alfo be puhli/hed in the Appmdix, if it were not fqr 
making this treatife too bulky. 

From thefe inftances we may make a more than 
probable conjeflure, that all Free-Burgbs, though, 
flow never fo obfcure, had their beginning from 
charter, which was granted as well for the advan- 
tage of the King, Earl, or other great man. Lord. 
of the Burgh, as for the profit of the Bttrgeflei! 
themfclves. For a Free-Burgh, in the true fenft of 
the word, was only a town of finee trading, wjtfa a 
Merchant Gild, or Commttnlty, withbut [Aiylng 
toll, pontage, paiTage, ftalliige, &c. And beitig 
free from certain fines or mulds, froni futtto Htal-4 
dred, and County-CtHirts, oi being pr^foculed,. or 
anfWering there, or any where elfe, but yrithin 
their own Burgh, except in pleas- of thectpwn. 
With other privileges, liberties, and culloi4s, .ac- 
cording to the tenor of partieulv grants-'aiKl chac* 
ters. And a Free Burgcfs was no oth«r, th.ui a 
man that exercifed free trade, : recording (0 the li- 
berties and privileges of hts Bur^h, whether he re- 
fided in it, or whether he had liberty tolive and 
trade otherwhere- 

Upon account of ttiefc liberties, the Prince or 
Lord of the Burgh received toll and cufloms, fisr 
the goods bought and fold, or in procefs of time a 
Fee-Farm rent, or annual compofition in a flated 
fum, always kfs than tlie ttUe valu^ in lieu of 
them. 
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them- And a reafonable .tallage oraiijjwheli for ^^i*** ?*? 
his nccefllty he had nafon to impofe it, >And'that w by our uci- 
tallagc was due and p^d liy Citizens and Bur- *' °*'' 
gelTes, to our ancient Kings, only in conltderation 
of their liberty of buying, felling and tradings and 
the liberties they had giantnl them to that purpole 
and fo to do, will be clearly evinced by what 
follows. 

In the f*] Eleventh of Henry the Third, New [S] WUj'. 
Sanim was made a City by the King's Letters Pa- iiracDtar. f, 
tents, and given to the then Biftiop his Succeflbrs 1^^' q^ ^ 
and' Canons there, and their Succeflbrs as theirpro- 8iiifl>ury.»b9»f 
per Demeafns, (tanquam pnprium Damimcum) and 
Airther granted to the fame Bifliop and his Succef- 
fors, thatfbr the neceffity of himfelf or bis church, 
he might take a reafonable tallage or aid of his Citi- 
zens, when the King or his Heirs made a reafona- 
fale tallage in his -Demeafhs. (Caiuedimus infuper 
lidem Epifiife, &? Succeffiribui fius, qutd pro ntceffita' 
lihit Jkis, W Ealf/uefute, Tallaoium vel rati- 
ONABiLE AUJCiLiUM cap'iant dt praJiElis Civihus 
fuis, quanda nos vel baredti noftri TALLA9ivt/ifetie~ 
mui in Domimeit naftrii.) 

In the 33d year of Edward the Firft, the Bifliop {■j'^HaA-f-tn' 
"ofSaliflbury [7] required an aid or tallage of the 
CidzenE of New Sarum, according to the grant of 
Henry the Third, Uie Citizens refufe payment, 
upon application of the BiOiop to the King, he 
granted his precept to the ShcrifF of Wiltfliire, to 
(iunmon, by two legal men, the Mayor and Com- 
munity (not all t^e Burgelles, but the governing 
part) of New SanuD, to appear before him and his 
Couaci] at Weflminfter, to fhew catffe why they 
H 3 ought 
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ought not to be talliated according to (he charter 
snd grant aforefald^ - ' 

[S] Ibid. They appeared by their attomies, [8] and. plead- 

ed, thatRtchard,thePrcdeccflbr of the then BUhop 
with the concurrence and aflent. of the Dean and 
Chapter, by.diejr charter, had confirmed to their 

E9] lbid.f.«74. free Citizens of New Sarum [9] that every one of 
them fhould hold his free tenement, (fuum Liberum 
7fM^mM'v/n^ in the City aforefaid, and their bcirslike- 
wife, honourably, freely, quietly and peaceably, ren- 
dering to the Biliop and hit Succeflbrs, (proplena 
placea) that is a full Tenement or Burga^, twelve 
pence by the year, and he that held more or lefs 
Ibould pay accrirding to the fame quantity more 
or lefs for all fervices and deniands, and upon this 
they produce the charter of Bilhop Richard, and de- 
mand judgment, as if they were free men and free 
. tenants, {Deficui funt liheri £tf libart Tenatei) as it 
was contained in the charter aforefaid, and never 
were ah they f^ld talliated, whether they ought then 
to bctalliated. 

The Biihop, notwithftanding the grant of his 

[i]Ibid.f.i75. Predeceflbr, [i] affirmed, they ought to be tallia- 

ted, and pleads the cliarter of King Henry III. and 

that i.-vt Citizens at their own charge had procured 

Tillage paid a confirmation of it, from King Edward. And the 

tipea^f theii matter ha/ing been fully debated before the King 

tKf'uftV"'' and Council in Parliament, itwasfaid, that King 

Burgh Liber- Henry in the grant of their liberties (which were no 

other than thofe of the City of Wintoii, and many 

other Cities and Burghs) impofed upon the faid 

Citizens, the burthen of the faid tallage and reafo«- 

able aid, for the neceffities of the faid church, when 

the King or his Heirs made a tallage in his De- 

meaf<^%. 
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meafns, and from the time the faid Citizens ufed 
their liberties and quietances, (that is from Toll, 
Pontage, Paffage, &c.) to their profit, by the faid 
chaner, they ought to bear the burthen impolfi 
upon them by the fame, when 'tis confonant to rea- 
fon, that{hofp who have the profit fhould bear the 
burthen. 

The King therefore did will and command, [2] [»] Ibid. 
^at.the Citizens fliould be for that time talliated, 
for the profit they had received by their liberties 
from the time of the firft grant of their charter until 
then. And afterward chufe whether they would ' 
ufe their liberties and be talliated according to their 
charter for the future, or renounce them, and not 
be talliated. The Citizens did chufe to renounce 
their- liberties, and a few days after furrendcred 
$hem to the King by the hands of their Mayw. 

When byreafon of this renunciation, the Citizens 
could not ufe (heir liberties, or any one of them, 
within lefs than the fpace of a year, they, with the 
Bifhop, petition the ICing to have their liberties re- 
granted, and do fubmit to pay tallage, as it follows 
in the charter of this King, after the repetition of 
King Henry's charter, and the precedent judgment. 
[3] £1 idem Epifeapui ^ Pradiiii Civisjam mbii at- r,] c*xu 3+, 
Unti fupplicavirunt, ut de Gratia noftra canctitre vt' Eii'i-"'*?' 
UmuSf libtrtatibus fuptrius exprejjis, {in the charter 
of King Henry) 4^ diilas Gives csatingmtHut, (^ per 
ip/es ui pradtStum eft Renunciatis, de catera uti pajjitit 
y gauderiy Not licet di£ii Gives Libertatibut pradiilis 
Rtnunciaverint JUut pradi£fum e/iy ca»fsderaniet tamen 
fium prepujitum quod difius Paler nefter hahuit ad Ec~ 
clefiam pradi£fam, i^e, Necnan ^ per fintm ^tum 
pr^diSi Qvts fearujU mbifcum coram Cin/iUa noflra 
Vetumut 
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fflumta tf CoHctdimus pro Nobis & Hm-edibus nejirist 
quad diiia Civitas de Neva Sarum fit Libera Civitat 
ipfmt Efifcopit ij SuueJJirum fuerum, ac EccUfix Jua 
fradiilte in perpetuum. Et quad Cives ejufdem Civitg- 
til ibidem imaenttsfmt Gives iffius Efifcapi ^ Siuce^- 
rumjiuritm, W qmd per tatam Terrain mjlrant de The- 
elania, Poatagioy Pajfagie, Paiagio, Ltjlagia, Stalla- 
gie, Cariigio, (f omni alia Cmfuitudint di omnibus rt- 
husfmsfml quitti. Et quod hiAeant inperpetuma omrtes 
alias lAbertates W ^iclamias per totam Terram ntflram 
quas bahent Gives naflri ffynton iS* quod omnibus cr Jin- 
gules T^ibertaiibus fupra Scriptis quatenus eas contingunt 
de Cittero utantur tS" gaudent adea pleni & integrejitut 
in di£ia Carta pradi£fi Palrit nejiri netnon W in Carta 
noftra de Confirmattane pradiSla plenius csntinentur. 
^odque idem Epi/copus (^ Suai^resfui, Tallagium Vet 
ratienabile auxiUum capiant de pradi^iis Gvibus fuisy 
Hieredibui vtl Succejfarihus fais ratione Libertatum ijf/is 
Civibus per msfu concejjhrum qitando nos vil Haredes 
nejiri Tallagium in noftri^ Dominids dt ealirt faciemus. 
^uare velumus, Ore. In Englifh thus. 

And the fame BiOiop and the forefaid Citizens 
now moft earneftly have befeeched us. That of our 
efpecial grace we would grant them the liberties a- 
bove cxpieiTed tonching the faid Citizens, and 
which were renounced hy them, and that they 
might ufc and enjoy them ; We, though the (aid 
Citizens have renounced the liberties aforefaid, con- 
fidering the pious purpofe our father had to the 
church aforefaid, &c. and alfo for the compofi- 
tion o.- fine the Citizens made with us before our 
Council, we will and grant for us, and our heirs, 
that the faid City of New Sarum be the Bjftops and 
liis Succeflbrs free City, for ever, and that the Ci- 
tizens of the farne City there dwelling, be the Bi- 
flioDs and his Succeflbrs Citizens, and that they be 
quit 
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quit of Tt^l, Pontage, Pallkge, Paiqge, 
Leftage, Stallage, Carriage, and all other Cuftom 
of all their goods throughout whole land, and that 
diey have for ever all other liberties, and quietances 
through our whole land, which our Citizens of 
Wincbefter have, and that for the future thty" ufe 
and enjoy all and lingular the above writttn libori* 
ties, fully soA wholly, as they are contained in our 

fathers charter, and our own of confirmation. And ^7. Ti"'*' 

paid by Burgni 
that the fame Bifhop and his Succeflbrs may talce a m'l Citiei. 
reafonable tallage or aid of his Citizens afbceraid 
their Heirs or Succeflbrs, by reafon of the liberties 
by us fo granted, when we o^ our Heirs fball here- 
after talliate our Demeans. Wherefinv we will* 
&c. Dated the 26th of May at Weftminftrr. 

The emolument and profit mentioned in titis 
judgment and charter, did arife from buying, felling 
and trading, and the liberties (by reafon whereof 
the Citizens were talliated,} there fpokea of, were 
granted for the furtherance and encouragement of 
them, which all free Citizens and free Burgefles 
enjoyed, as Members of a free City or Burgh. And 
'tis evident they were called free Cities, (or more J™ J"j^ 
frequently) free Burghs, and the Members thereof wl^fce»iiw. 
free Citizens, and fnie BurgelTes, (almoll in all 
charters),from thefe liberties and free trading only, 
notwithflanding they were liable to reafonable tal- 
lage impofed by the King, when his neceHity re- 
quired it; and from thrir paying a Fee-Farm rent, 
and being obnoxious to the King's triage, either 
exprefTed, or implied in the charters, by the profit 
received, moft of the C'ties or Burghs in England, 
Vere called Civitates iJ Burgi Dominiei Regis, as his 
Dencafn lands were called Terra Regis Dominica-, 
and the tenants of them, Tenentes Regis Demimd, 
for 
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for the fame reafon, and for others as beforp |ii»j 
been faU. 

To this we will add another record for the proof 
of the afleition, that tallage in Cities and Burghs 
was paid, upon the account of buying, felling, 
trading ormerchandizing, and ufe of their liberties 
granted by the iCing, being a {>etitian in Farlia-; 
Blent in the 33d of Kdward fhc Firft. 

U] Jlilt>-. jfd petitiomm [4] Majarii i^ Burgenjtum Bri/iel 

jwnu*. f/ij"j. M^"*'""' 9""^ Hoiaities qui Tenent Ttrras, y Reddi- 
tus Magijiri; (^ fratruin Tanpll, in Villa ^rl/blTair 
litntur W Conlributtimem fsdant ad Tallagium Regit 
tjufdem VUUb cum Burgenfibus ejufd4m, de Jicut ipfi 
Jiftreantur, IS omnihui aliis Libeiletibus W Jiftamentis 
vjifutit qua ad diiiam Villwn ptrtiiuat, ^^., , 

Ita Rtjjxm/um eft. Dlflringantur fro Qntriiutiom-r 
iu;, iS Tallagiii fadcndit, iS fiat yuftitia Conqturtn- 

■tihtts,' i£ fuper hoc habeaiur Brnu de Cancellaria Me- 
joriiif Batlhis Brijfd. That is. 

■ Tothe petition of the Mayor and Burgefles ©f 
'BriOol, that the tenants o£ the Matter and Bre- 
thren of the Temple, in the Town of Briftol, 
might be talliated, and make contribution to the 
tallage of the fame Town paid to the King, with 
the Burgeifesof the fame, for that they traded or 
• Mote Trad- mEfchandiied, and ufed all • other liberties and 
\m, aLibenj. eafemdnts, which belong to the faid Town. 

It was anfwered. Let them be diilrained for 

contributions, and tallages, and letjuflice be doftc 

to the complainant", and upon, or for this, le^.a 

writ 
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wHt go out of Chancery directed to ilie Mayor ^nd 
BailiiFsofBriftol. 

And 'tis yet further evident. That Cities apd 
Burghs maintained ihemfelves, paid taxes and bear 
other charges in refpeit, and by mean; of their 
Franchifes, upon which the Cities and Burghs were 
founded, from the * petitioiis of the Citizens and * '" '^*,'*1'''" 
BurgclTcs tothe King and his Council in Parlia- pend. Nfzs. 
ment, iti the 46 of Edw, 3, in the form following : 
To our Lord the King, and his noble Council, 
the Citizens of the City of .I,ondon do fliew, That 
they have nothing to live upon but their induftry 
and Franchife, upon which Franchifethe faidCity The City of 
was founded, and by reafon of which Franchife J^"„^p"/X''"' 
they were wont to travel by Land and by Sea in di- Franthirei 
vers countries for their profit. By which travel y^n^, of Bng- 
they ufed to faring divers merchandizes, Vo the great '""^ '".^ *"' 
common profit of the whole Realm of England, to 
the great aid and maintenanceof the faid City, fuf- 
tenance and increafe of the Navy, of the faid Land : 
And of late their Franchifes are taken from them 
againfl: the grant of our faid noble Lord the King, 
and his nqble Progenitors, fcalcd with their feals, 
and againft tlje Great Charter, to the great deftruc- 
tion as well of the faid City, common damage of 
the Lard, as ajfo the Navy. Whereupon they pray, 
*That the King would plcafe to have regard, and 
take notice, the faid City was founded upon the 
faid Franchifes, .without which they could not 
maintain the City, nor bear the taxes and other 
charges at they were wont to do : For which caufc 
they pray they may have their Franchifes according 
to the grant of the King, and his noble Progenitors, 
and the Great Charterj and that all fuch grants 
and 



D,a,l,z..bvG00gIe 






A TREATISE of 

and con&rmattons of Franchifes may be maJe to all 
other Cities and Burghs of the Realm. " 

By what hath been liere written upon that head, 
'tis mightily probable, that our preTentfree Burghs 
had their origin, and received the liberties they have 
of longtime ufed, from Charters only, (efpccially 
■ fmce theconqueJl) and if any man can fhew any 
Burghs, or antient Trading Towns, which ufe the 
ccmmon liberties of Burghs, without Charter, or 
that never had one, undoubtedly (if any fuch there 
be) they were Towns holden of the King in ancir 
cnt Ocmealh > and the inhabitants upon prefump- 
t on of being his tenants, did at firft begin to buy, 
fdl and trade, and by connivance continijed fo to 
do, as the tenants or men of the Templcrs did in 
Briftol, preiuming upon their mailers grMt privi-- 
leges. 

The inftances ufed concerning the original of 
Burghs, were of fuch, as have been ereifted by, or 
tirantcd to Ear's. Thofe crefied by the Charters 
nf Ear!?, were notwlthftanding conAItuted fuch, 
by an implicit derivative power from the King, 
wl;o had created them Earls, aad the chief funda- 
mental Dominion of thofe Burghs remained in the 
King or Crown : For the Earls could not talliate 
' them at their own pleafure, but only when the 
King's Dcmeafns were talliated, and then by hia 
grant, or precept, as is manifeft from thefe two 
records. 

I- R.'x I'Lr^-omili Lincoln, Salutem. [5] Sciat quad 

Ccimmfimus DlUia mllri, milUlme Comiti dt JVartn- 

na Qranlhiim t^ Stanford cum piriinentiii habendum 

fuavfyue 
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panjfu Tirram/uamtvcvptraverit in Ntirminnlii, vel 
^f^e ti alihi fieerimus ComptUns Excamblum. Ila 
Imun piB/i ma pajjtt I'alHare TJemints de Stanford tafi <^ 
^ frectfttan naflrim, Et idea tibl pr^cipmus quod 
a indt fine dilatiime Sejinam habere foiiai. Tifle Rig* 
epiid H^ejha. iq. Die Aprilis. 

By this rtcord it fcems prot»ble, that by the ori- 
gin J grant, TVaUam i/< WV^iwimnight have' power 
and licence to talli.ite Grantham, but he could not ' 
impofe tallage upon Stanford, but by the King's 
precept. The Other record is this. 

Rex Vicecemti Corfiuhia, Salutm. [6] S«ai jHorf t6]Cl-.i.Hen. 
itCivJUio noftro previfum ij)f quod euxilium Effi^ax 19. 
ejf;deri fadamus in omnibus Burgis ^ Dominkis no/Iris co„;t,^' " 
ptr Mum Terram najiram jinglia, W felumus quod Cornub. ' 
Confimile auxiliam affuUatur ptr Totam BaHivam tmm 
in Dminicis £r Burgts nejirit, ad opta dUtcti ffvtris 
Jufirt R. Cemitit Piffavia, & idea Ubi fr^dpimtf 
quod una cum Simone de Bracket^ BalSvo pradiiii Cfi- 
>titiiadauxiUuma£idtndiminBurgitisDoiiunidtn^irii 
de Ctmitattt'tue diligenter intendus, Tefte R^ge apud 
Ifi/fm, 16 Die Fehuarii. 

Sir William Dugdare in his Baronage, FcJ. 762. 
Col. I. Tays, Richard, Earl of Polftou, Brother 
to Kii^ Henry the Third, was created Earl «f 
Cornwal in the Eleventh of his Reign, if fo, the 
ICing might grant diis precept after he was Earl, 
and call them his Demeafn and Burghs, by reafon 
of hisfupreme original Dominion, and prerogative ; 
or ifn^t made Earl ofCornwal until tbcFiftcenth of 
^at King, as hath been noted before, he 'might 
then hare the Earldom of Cornwal in his^andsb^ 
efchaet, w forfeituie, and fo coll the revenues of 
the 
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the Earldom, and Burghs in that County, his Etei 
meafns. Which way foever it was, his brother 
Richard could not impofe a tallage without his pre- 
cept. Which was a certain argument that the fu- 
preme Dominion of thofe Cornifli Burghs was in 
the King. 

I Ihall conclude this Treattfe with the anfwers to 
thefe two queflions. 

f irft. Who named them, and by whofe direct 
tion and appointment it was, that fuch, or 
fuch Burghs chofe, and fcnt Burgefles of 
Members to Parliament, and not nthcrs ? 

Secondly, Who then were, or ought to be the 
Electors, in real or reputed Burghs ? 

t To the firft. It was leffto the Sheriff of each 
County to name and diretEi which were Burghs, and 
which were not, by thofe inJeiinite and general 
iffords in the writ. D* qualihet Civitatt Dues Civet 
ii dt fuolihet Barge Dims Burgenjis, &c. iligi faclai, 
l^c. To caufe to be chofen two Citizens of every 
City, and two Burgeffcs of every Burgh. 

The [7] firft returns extant of Knights, Citi- 
zens and Burgeffes are in the Twenty-lixth of Ed-t 
ward the Firft, and in that of Wilt&ite for that 
year annexed to the writj there returned two Knights 
for the County, two Citizens for New Sarum^ two 
Burgeffes for Dounton, two Burgefles for the D©. 
vizes, two for the Burgh of Chippenham, and two 
for Malmfbury, with their Manucaptors, and the 
writ waitfent to theConftableof Merleberge, (that 
is, theConftableof the Caftlc there,) iS BaUivU 
Libtrttffif Cain, & fybrthe, qui nullum indt dedtrunt 
ReJ^mfum. 
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Refpmifkm. And to the Bailiffs of the Liberty of 
Cain and Worthc, who returned no anfwer. To 
the City of New Sarum, and thcfc fix other Burghs, 
the Sheriff of this year, made his Precepts, and for 
them only made his returns. 

In the [8] returns ofKnight8,Citieens and Bur- [«] Rewm. 
gel&s to (erve for this County in the Twelfth of £j_ 1. 
Edward the Third, in a Parliament holden at York Watt, 
three weeks-after Michaelmas, the En^ecution of the * 
writ was in a Schedule fewed to it, Exicutie j^ut 
Brevitpeut in Qdula iiuic Brtvi eonfuta. After the 
return of the Knights, the 'Sheriff for that year, re- 
turns only two Citizens for Sarum, two Burgeffes 
for Wilton and two for Dounton, with Manucap- 
tors; and then for twt> Burgeffes for Merleburgj 
Brive retarnalum fu\t ConJlabuUtrio Caftri MerUbtrgy 
u quad nulla inde fieri petuit Exiculh in BaUha mt» 
mjra Libertatem pntdiifam. Et idem Con/labulariut 
qui babet Rjturnum omnium Brevtum (f Extcuitona 
anindem, nullum mibi ind* dedit Rifpanfum. The 
writ was returned to the Conftahle of the Caftle of 
Marleburgh, becaufeit could not be executed by 
me in that Liberty, and the Conftable, that faatii 
the return of all writs and the execution of them 
gave me no anfwer. The Sheriff of this year made 
his Precept to two Burghs only, and for then),«and 
no other made his return, and one of them was gof 
returned in the. Twenty-fixth of Edward the Firfl, 
and then immediately after his anfwer concerning 
Marleburgh, clofeth the return thus. Nen funt 
fltires CivitaUi, nique Burgi infra Balltvam meem, 
that there were no more Cities, nor Burghs within 
his Bailywick : That is, within the Cbunty, not- 
widiftanding Bcdwin, Cain, Chippenham, Crek- 

lade, Devizes, Lutgerflial, Malmlbury and MarlN 
burgh 
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burgh had frequently BurgefleS returned to Parfi** 
ment, efpecially the two latter, before this time, a» 
appears by the returns ia Edward the Firfi, Second 
and Third until this year. 

To] Retorn- In the [9] return of tht Thirty-Iixth of this 

ejT]. " ' ^ " King, after the return of Knights for the fame 
WiltJ. , County, and Citizens for New Sarum, there were 
by this Sheriff two Burgefles returned for Wilton j 
two for the Burgh of Old Sarum, two for the Bu^gh 
6f Dounton, two for the Burgh of Chippenhatn* 
two for the Burgh of Cain, in the return. Namiiul 
Burgenfium Burgi dt Cain, two for the Burgh of 
Markburgh, two for the Burgh of Devizes, two 
for the Burgh of Malmfbury, two for the Burgh of 
Crekladc, Nomina Burgtnfium Burgi de Crekladey fo 
in the return, and twb for Bedwintle. Then afte^ 
the names of the BurgelTes for thofe ten Burghs, 
with their Manucaptors, the SherJiF clofeth his re- 
turn with thofe' words, t^ nm funt plura Civitalet 
nil Burgi in Comilatu pradifio^ Idee indt uittrius nithi! 
■a£lum tft, and there are no more Cities nor Burghs, 
■rithinthefaid County, and therefore there is no- 
xhing further done in thig matter. 

The return of thefe Burgeffes in the dors of the 
fi] lUd. ia ^''''*» '* ™"'^'' *** °"'" P"''po*«> and ""uns thus : [i] 
Do*B«vii. -Ego Hittrieui Sturrr^ Vuecomi praiextu ijliut Brmt 
'deComitatu infra Serif tOy Dues Aiilites, y di.qualibit 
'Gvitate ejufitm- Cetuitatus Duot Civet, (^ de qmlibtt 
Burgtt dim Comtatus Duos Burgenfis de melioribuSy 
valid! ariiiis, (ff difiretioribus, Hiilitibui, Civibus t^ 
Burgenfiiui, Comtatus, Civitatum bf Burgoruwf pra- 
diilantm tligi feci junta tensrtm ijiiuf Brevis, iS hj- 
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hiha dlfiorum Militum Grvium fi Burgtnfaim fatetit 
in quedtm cidula huie Btevi Canfuta. That it> 

1 Henry Sturmy, Sheriff, by virtue or pretext of 
this writ, have caufed to bb chofeli, in the County 
tinder>writtcn two Knights^ and of every City of 
the feme County two Citizens, and of every Burgh ■ 
of the faid County two Burgefles, of thebelV, moft 
aWe, and difcreet Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
gclTes of the County, Cities and Burghs aforefaid^ 
according to the tenor of the writ ; and the names 
of the Knights, Citizens and BurgefTes, arc writ- 
ten in a Schedule fewed to this writ, 

^ I I T S. 

In thiis return, notwithftanding the Sheriff re^ ' 
ttiriied that there were ne more Cities nor Burghs 
in his County, yet he left out LutgcrfhaD^ which 
had fent Burgcflcs to Parliament, 7th of Ed. 2. 
twice in the 8tb of £d. 2. the 4th of Ed. 3. the 
14th of Ed. 3. and 33d of £d. 3. before this time, 
as appears by the returns of thofe years. 

In die 43d of Edwwd the Third. The [1] re- [1] Retowi 
turn Is thus upon the dors of the writ. Egi ff^ai' b"J\. *^' 
ttrui Haytvitd, Viacem. Vabh/K Rffpondio Manda- Wiltt. 
turn Vtftrum Riverenttr Jum ixecutus prout peUt in Ct- 
duta buic Brtvi Cenfuta. '* I Walter Haywood, She- 
riff, make you this anfwer, that I have reverently, 
or rather (according to the meaning of the man) 
Truly, executed your command, as is to be faen in 
the Schedule fewed to this writ. And then returns 
only the names of the' Knights, Citizens for Kew- 
Sarum, Burgeffes for Wilton, OM Sarum, Marle^ 
burgh, the DevJfes, Malmibury, Creklade, and 
I no 
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vno nion/iiMliiiig no returnfer Cain, Chippenham, 
Bedwin, W LutgtrfliBl, nar etctife why he did 
not. 

^vff^if. In '*ci6Aofl[;3] Edward the iff, the flherifr of 
t4. t. 'Buckih^nilhire tniade this return in'the dtSn df Ae 

B«ki&Bed. .^t^ mm fiat Ches, htc Bargaifis In C^iatu 
'pr^dlita, 'IMC Gvitaiy nic Burgui prepttr puH CiVfS 
lae Bufgenfes aram vsbit vtnire factre nan pffitm. 
There arc nb'Chizens ndr Bargeflesin the County ' 
ifore&id, norCitjr, nor'Bui-gh, for whkh caufel 
cartndrinflke Citizens^tfr Burgeflcs to cotnc before 



[4] R.uirn. In the 28th of that King, the [4] Sheriff re- 

Bw.^p^. ig. turned for AgTnundoftiam,Wicomb and Wendover, 
Bocfcj, itc. two Burgeffes fot rtcb, iriiich ttrert eleiSed by tbofe 
Townsor Bufgha. 

In the 30th of the fane Kfr^j there wereonly 
£<] »W JO. [5] two Burgefles returned for Wicomb, and none 
Bmcki, &c. ^°^ Agmundefliatn or W«nd«ver. 

In the Firftand Second of Edward lh« 'Second, 
rSl lUd. H, the then Sheriffs [6] returned two Bm^effits for 
£ucki &C. Wicomb, two for Wendover, two for Agmond^- 
fiialn, and two ibr Great Mario*. 

In flie'ethof'Edward the Second, Parliament at 

|7jl iwd 6. [7] Woodftock, July 20th, thcShtfrfff j^Bde (his 

Socles, dec. ''^^Aii J^ulUa funt Civitatis in Omitatb Buds, ter 

HAwi Bufgi prater in Fi/le dSr Wiatnb. There arc 

-Ho Cities i}r Bul'ghe in the County of Peking- 

-**», tttfS^ in the ToWn of Wicomb. 
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In the nth of this King, [8] Wicomb 'A only W/'^ '** 
temrned as a Bargh, and Burgeffes for it in 'BuClt- Bncki, &c. 
i^ghamlhire, and in the lAak of die return, Nulla 
tjl Cveltat necplunt Stirgt^ m Bbltwa mta. Thfcre 
isnoCityormoTc-Bupghsinmy Bailywick; and (b 
no other Burghs werereturned m this country, un- 
til afterthe reign of Edward the Fourth, or the Par- 
liament in 1641. AnStheK are many omiffionsof 
vtrf many other incoi^erabte Bui^hs, -for 100, 
150, 200, 250, 300 or'more years, grounded up- 
on the Itk^e returns, fome6f which ient Burgefies, 
1)ttt once- «■ twice, b^r« the years, 1640 ami 
1641. 

Intheiiftand and 2ld of Edward the Third, 
after the [9] return for Knights -of the Shire, for [9] ibU n. 
Glocefterfhire, and BurgelTes for Glocefter and ^Qx^rl^. 
Briftol, the SheriiF returns, Non fimt plarts Bwgt (hire. 
Jiu Civitates tn Ba/Sva mea, that there were no more 
Cities nor Burghs in his County, ' . 

In the nth, 17th, and aid of Edward the ' 
Third, after Knights for the County, inA only ' 
Citizens for WorceJler, the [i] returns were the [i] nid. ii. 17. 
fame as in Glocellerlhire. WmmUct- 

(hiw: 

And fo it was in [2] YorUhirc, Lincolnfhire, [ils«ReHimi 

Comwal, Dorfet, Tjevon, Somerfet, Southamp- ^ountiM. 

ton, Surty, Suffex, and moft, if not all Counties 

in England, where there were, at the time of the 

Teturns, any fmall, poor, inconfiderable Burghs, 

and where the Sheriffs were more or lefs Icind to 

them, they returned or omitted them at pleafure, 

and for all whatever I could find, notwith (landing 

all my endeavour, without the dire£lion of the King ' 

01 his Council, 

la In 
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In the5ih of Richard the Second, there w^ « 
fj] sut.M law made, l;^j that if any Sheriff of the Realm 
i.cip.4.p.i4* fli™'*' b«from thcncefortti negligent in making his 
return of writs of the Parliament, or that he fliould 
leave out of the f^id returns any Cities or Boroughs, 
which be bounc*) and of old time were wont to 
come to t^e Parliament, he fluli be punilhcd in the 
manner as was accuftomed W be done in the faid 
cafe in the faid time paft. But notwithftanding 
thislaw, -thepraaiccofthe SherifFs remained the 
feme it was before, as will be proved by what ihall 
in part next be faid concerning themeaning and rea- 
fon of thefc returns. 

When the Sheriffs made their returns, there was 
not any, or more cities and burghs in fuch or fuch 
counties, than for which they had returned Bur- 
gcffes, no man can believe they were fo ignorant, 
as not to know there were other burghs, or more 
than they had returned Burgeffes for, and therefore 
fome other than the very literal meaning of thole 
words muft be found out. 

The reifoa of j^jjj tomy apprchenlioii, thereafons (which alfo 

non func piurei flicw thc meaning} of thefe returns, in thefe words, 

urgi, 4c. ^^jj ^ aliqua Civitas, vel aliquis Burgus, or uBn/unt 

flurei CivitaUs, vel Burgt (than what were returned) 

in Balliva rrua, was for that many times, there was 

no able, fit, peifons for that fervice to be found in 

the other burghs of the county, at the time of the 

return. (The choice being always made in thofe 

■ days out of their own body, and not of foreigners 

or country genttemcn). And fecondly, for that 

^ ^ the Burghs were fo poor as they were not able to 

;,pay the Burgeffes their wages or expenccs. 

This 
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This aflertion fccms to be manlfeftly evinced by 
fome other returns made in different words, though ' 
cfthefamcfenfeand import, [4.] in the 21 Ed. 3. W Retorn. 
after the Burgefles returned for Exon, Barnftaple, u. j. 
Plympton, Tavyftoclt, Toryton and Totnes. Thd Devon. 
Sheriff of Deronlhire cloreth his return with thefe 
Words^ Nonfunt plwis Clvitates vel Burgi in BaUiva 
mta qua rtsomari pejjiint. There are not any more 
cities or burghs in my bailywick, which can be re- 
turned, omitting all other burghs in that county, 
by thefe words it fhould feem, that either there 
were no burgefles lit or qualified for the fervice of 
parlentent in the other burghs, or that they were 
fo poor 2S that they could not bear the expcnces of 
fuch as fhould ferve for them, for the Sheriff denies 
not that there were more burghs in his county, but 
affirms there were fuch as could not be returned, 
and if not for thefe, 'tis hard to inline, for what 
other reafons they were fuch. 

In the [5] returns for Worcefterfliire in 8 and [5) ibU. ia 
12 of Ed. 2. and 12, 14 Ed. 3. the Sheriff ends *^^i^„ 
them thus, after the returns of Knights for the 
county, and citifens for Worcefter, Nm tfl alijuit 
Burgus in Baliiva mta, laJt aUquijimt Burgenjit qui 
ad di£fum parltmeiaum venire pajpoti-, there is not any 
Burgh in my Ballywick, whence any Burgeffes 
can come to parlement. For the reafons without 
doubt above-mentioned. Though Wycbe (now 
Droitwich) had fent BurgeHes to Parlement, }6.' 
l8. 29. 30. of Ed. t. and in 2. and 4. Ed. 2. and in 
28. and 29. Ed. i. they received their expences, as 
appears by the writs, de expti^a miUtumy eivimn (^ 
burgmjium, then direded to the bailiff» of that 
town, and are to be found in the clofe rolls in thofe 
years. 

I3 In 
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In.thp 27. 28. 29i 33. of Hen. 6. the flierifis of 

fS] lUa. In [6] Yorkfliirc, after the return * fJnly qf the Buv- 

""^ J™"*' gcfles for Scardflburgh conclude, thus. Ef neafunt 

aliquai chitatufj vel aliqtig civitas, ntcplures J^^rgi m 

tamilatu.tbormayti^ aliquti civis, auji/ufes .Burgtrijii 

■ tid parUamentum pradi^im ad prafens venire faarf 

tojum. And there are not ^ny cities, or city, ox, 

more Burgs in the couaty of York, hoxn whence I, 

can makfi any citifens, or more Burge)Iiis « prp-. 

fcnt Cfm^ to the aforefaid parlemeru. I feeitqt 

vihsft. coulfjbeaterBporaryreafoowhy.al; thatpre-r 

ftnt the flicrifF of Yorklhire, could not caule. more 

^Vfg^s to cofOf^, to t^o(e parlemeiM£, frpm other 

Bujglw.than Scardebi)rgh, CJfcept ontpr l^pth. of 

tbofe alMreiBentioAed. 

[7] ib;d.ig. In the 29 Hen. 6. only citifens [7] for Norwich, 

Norff.' & ^wfgtlTes for LiQ 4nd Yarmouth i;ctur»ed for 
Suf. Norlfollc, and only for I^wich aad Doaffyiid^ i^ 

SufFolk. 



Cornwall. 



. In [8] Cornwal, lAth of the fame Icing, Burger^ 
fijs returned only foi Launceftan, Lafltant, Bod- 
min, LolWithjcl, TruK), UeUofton, and then fiol- 
lowi, NuJLr y&pl dvitates it^ux htil&oam meam^ mt 
fiutt pUires Burgtiufra Bidiivamtaeam. 



^] Vtai. .1. In fg] D«.«H, the Jame year Burgeffes returned 
Dcron. Q"')' fw ExoiS Dartmouth, Totncs, Plimoulh, 
P)in»^n, Taveftock, ^arnfl^Ic. 



• Yortu Ml then adl]> and county, and felliewrhi foT ciACeM 
ilwrlt dnOrd to, and «tii n »< h^ cbc Aerilh of that chy, and fbll 
«m*B|H »lft ft H*S,W* «?«n|6.W«rt the vritt wfn rfKsOci to, 
■f d ff tnnied ky tfi^ ifcriA'f pf tby if^H- 
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In th^. 26th of Ed. I. aTtflT th«. Knights t^the- 
ftirc [i] Ralph Fitz-Thomas ind William le ^ J*«'*-«<* 
Chantour were returned for the town of Lancafter, I^ncaflute. 
ind Adam Fitz-R^ph, and Adan de Biri for 
Prcfton. 

In the 8ih of £d. 3, only [ij Knight9 of.the lO lUii. c 
fljire returned, no.Burgcffes fot any Bwghs. LMcalhire, 

In the 19th of Ed. 2. for [3] I^ocafler, Wilt [»] "'^ '»• 
liam Laurence, John Brokeholes, no return then LanciSiire. 
for Preftop, and the wprds of the iheriffs return ate 
Nenjunt atiqua ctvitatet in Jiiio etmitatu tuc Bur^i 
frattr Lamajiir in balliva mea, there are no cities in 
the faid cowty, nor Burghs, befide.LaocaAm in 
mj biMlywick. 

In the I. • of Ed. 3. at the parlemenr at Lin- • Retom. 
coin, that year Jchn le Ken, and Laurence de |j|*' " '' 
Bullce were returned forLancafler, and John Starkey LancaOiire. 
and Henry Banafter for Frefton, and no returns for, Ilci,n^u•u^ 
other Burghs. *S'^ ■*• ^• 

In the • fame year at the parlemen,t at York, • *''''*■ ^°^'f^. 
Nich. de Lancafter and Henry Borg^is were re- 
turned for Lancafter, but nonp for Preftonor any 
other Burgh. 

. In the « fccond of the fame king, in the parle- , nM « W t 
ment at Northampton three weeks after Eafter. Lancaiiw.' 
The writ of fummons dated 5, Martii. John de 
Burghton, fheriff. Adam Filz-Simon, John le 
Ken, were returned for Lancafter, and then the 
teturO' was thus clofed. Nm fimt a^fua tiviiattt 
vdBifrgi in .heBiva nuaprmtr. Bargum Lmuafit^, 
Thereais no cities and Burghs in my Bvilywicfc, 
I 4- except 
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except the Burgh of Lancaller. No return fbr 
Prefton this parlunent,' 

■ lUd Eodtm In the * £iine year of the fame king, Ii} ths 
°' parlcmcnt at New Sarum on Sunday next after 

fifteen days after Michaelmafs, the writ of fum- 
mons dated 26 Augufti, and the fame John de 
Burghcon Ihenft', John le Ken, and Robert de Bol- 
roun were returned for Lancafter } and for Preflpn, 
William Fitz-Paulin, and Nich. de Prcfton, an4 
then the retun ends thus, Nanfunt aiiqutt avi'latef 
in balliva mea. There arc no ci.ies inmvBailyr 
wick. 

tlltiit.4. Ed. ]. In the t 4th of Edward the third, in the parlc-r 
. ancafliire. ^^^^ ^^ Winchefter on the Sunday next before St, 
Gregory, the writ of fummons dated 25 Januerii, 
John de Denom flieriff, William de Bol|eroun, 
Johnde Bulke returned for Lancafter, but no 
Burgcflcs returned for Prefton, nor doth the return 
end with Nonfmi alii Burgi, Stfc . 

f ibd the fun* In the t fame year of the fame kinf , in the par- 
^*"' lemcnt at Wcflminfter on the Monday before the 

feaftofSt. Katherine, (i. e. November 25th) the; 
writ of fummons dated 23 Oiiohris. The fame 
John de Denom flicnff, Robert de Bolleroun and 
John de Ken were returifed for Lancaller ; and 
William Fitz-Paulin and Henry H^ydoke for 
prefton, and then the return i^ thu^ concluded, 
Nott /ml alii Burgi in BaUivo mea. 

t ibW. j4. Ed.j In th« t 34*'i of Edwa/d the third, the writ of 
Lancafturc. fmnmons dated the 20th of November, for a paile- 
ment to bti held at Weftminfter on the Sunday be- 
fore the Converfion of St Paul was direflcji to 
Henry 
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Henry Dulce of Lancsllcr, or hh deputy, wba 
made this return, flmrieui Dwe Lancaflria Jkn- 
J^andct. Nomina militum ad refptnitndum^ fsam~ 
dum, y (anfittilendum in prajinti parliameuia fraut 
idem brevt requiril pre (ommunitate 3ifli' Dutatut, 
ti^illielmut de Radeclifft, Rlcardus di Totinhy. In 
eadum Ducatu mn ift altqua livllat, iue Burgui' qui 
ante hxc ttmpara, in allquo ParUammtt rtjfmdit per 
Burgtnfei. Henry Duke of Lancafter xnlWercth 
thus. The luimQS of tlie Knights who are toan- 
(wer, do and confent in the prefent parkmCnt,' for 
the community of the faid Dukedom, as the fame 
writ requires, WDliam de RadclifFe, Richard de 
Tounkay. There is not any city in the fame 
Dukedom, nor Burgh, which before (his time an- 
fwered in any' parlement by Burgcfles. It wants 
not probability, that from the 4th of Edward the 
Third, to this 34th of the fame, there might be 
thirty years intermiffion and omiffion of Bugefies 
forthefe Burghs, (in all that time there being no 
return of Burgefles for this county,) which might 
be the reafon of this return. 

In the 38th of this King, the [4] Oieriff (^ 4lEHd.]t, 
Lancafhire after the return of the Knights, gives ^■*' 
the reafon why citlfens and Burgeffes ought not, 
nor were wont to come, in thefe words : Et nen 
ftint aliqui dvilain feu Burgi infra (omitatum de quibus 
eUqui elves feu Burgenfis addiHum farltamentum venire 
dtbent feu filentj preptereorumdebilitatem/tupauperia- 
tem. That there were not any cities, or Burghs, 
within that county,' from which any citifeiis and 
Burgefles ought, or were wont to come to ^e faid 
parlement, ^, by lealbn »f their inability or 
Poverty, 
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In thq.39t^ of: Edward the .Third, theietifrnis 

{5] itnd. jg. [ j.J 2<iim tji afijua. eiii/tai ftti.. ali^md. Burgiax d^ 
fifi.iur al{f^i chau fin ■ Burgenfts ventre pojjuat fm, 
fiUntJi^ndumftifcrem irevit praptemrum debititattr^ 
f^ fai^tatem. Tbe^^c is not any city or apy. 
Burgh from , which vx^ ciUi?ns or BitrgeQes, cat^ 
oryra^yfopx. to comf, by.reaftvif^theiilQWcon- 
^iUqn, or pQvpr|y. Th^ fasne wosJs, arc i^i th;^ 
j^ of Edward the; XhiifU A^, tl^ returns, uf 
tt^ county ar^ dofe^a^icr tb^^maoner^th f^tn^ 
fniall variation, in th,i? reigns of Et^wf^d the; 
Tiiird, Richard the Set:o^d, Henry ib^ F,0:urth» 
Fifth, ai^ SixUv, and;Ed,^a^d,theiyDurth, andn?! 
Burgef^, returned for anj tow!0-or.tow;as,io, all 
th^ tiii^e fr^i^, tl^ 33d of. Edward, the Thirds 
wii^,ch v^s 134. yeal-s, aiidhgw, much longer i^ 
(^annpit wcU b« Imipwn.. 

In the loth ofHenry ths. Fourth, ttercv^a^ this 
\t] IW. 10. return, made after the Knight;, f^c, [6} Et not 
"' *" Jio^-aliqui.ttv/i. attt Burgtnfes infra didum^emitatum 

Lantaftria qui ad diSum Parliamentttm vtnirt 
FOSSUKT propter eorum faupertatem ttf dibiUtatem. 
The fame, return is word for word in. the 3d of 
Jfenfy, the Fifth. 

In the 7th, 25tb, aSih, 33d of Henry the Sjjfth, 

frJIbH. 7. ij. The returns »f?rc ^i'h this fipaU variation. [7] 
Lancafiii're! ^' "*■' i^ aliqua clvitas infra eij^tfjtttrn pradiffum,»tt 
Burgus,.qui^ ad aliquod_ p(irliamentu'p terppmbus rt- 
troa^is aliques tivfi aut Bur^enfesmjT^K^ fiUj>t^ 
pyafter. eorum paupertatem W debU'itatm^idM df 
t'lvibuf ^ Burgeafihui Ttuilajit ipenjia. And then: is 
not any city within the county aforefaid, or Burgli, 
which 
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ivhjcb ufed to lend any BurgeiTes or Citirens, tQ 
any parlcment in fonner times, by reafon of their 
poverty and inability. Therefore no mention t^ 
made of Citifens or Burgefles. 

In the 27th of Henry the Sixth. Tlie retuca 
qfter the tnights names, is fomewhat difierent 
from others. [8j Et mm e/i aliqm cfvitifs infi-a t«]'iWd.«j, 
comilatum prtediSust luc Burgutqui ad oUqitad parlia'. Lancalhifc. 
tofnlux iempBribui rilreaifh aliqmt civts mff Bur~ 
g£^i faUbtoU-, INVENIRE propitr torum dtbiUtaffm^ . 
paufertatim^ idto^ i^c And there is not aiiy city, 
within the county aforefaidt or Burgh, which in 
former times were wont to finj) Citifens or Bur-, 
gelT^s in any parlemeift by reafpn, &c. 

In the 17th of Edward the Fourth, on the dors of 
the writ of fummons for eleAion of two Ki^jght* 
for the county, two Citifens for every city, and 
two Burgefles for every Burgh, in the return after 
the indorfeinent of the Knights for the coun^ and 
their manucapcors, it follows : Et quia, nsn tfi 
allqua civilai infra comitatum priediilum, ant Biirgia 
qui ad aliquod parliammtum iemporibui rttraallis aU- 
gu^s civet aut Burgm/ii mittert fiUbant propter earum 
pflupertfltum Ut debilitatem, coram Doming Rigt iS 
Qari^io fw, idea He civiiai ^ Burgm/ibui tui^ ejSmej^j 
tU' And becaufe there is not any city witbin thf 
faid County or Burgh which in former times fei^ 
any Citifens or Burgefles to parleoient before th^ 
King and his Council by reafon of their poverty 
ajid inability, therefore no n^enfioa if made qf 
Citifen; aoi, Bur^lles. The fame words are in 
flieibcriffG iijid^qfHrc e£, rcti^rn ^ ^ni^hls of the 
CQunty 
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• Retom, 
Brev. pul. 7. 
Id.*. 



A TREATISE of 
county annexed to the fiierifFs precept, and the 
fame returns were in the 7tli and 12th years of this 
King. 

In the fevcnth of Edward the Fourth, (who be- 
gan his reign March 4th A. D. 146:.) in the par- 
lement at Weftminfter on the Third of June, the 
• writ of fuminons dated February 28. in the fixth' 
of his reign, Henry Barle flierifF of Effex and 
Hertfordfliire, after the returns of Knights for 
each county, and Burgeffes only for Colchefter and 
Maldon, adds this claufe ; Ei in pradifia eamitalu 
Htrtfard nan ift aUqua eivitas, ntc aliquis Burgut, an- 
dt alijui ^ives five Burgfnfis, necaliqua eivitas, neqtu 
flurts Burgi in diai cemitatu EJJix, undefbtrii Buf'. 
^'njss ruqtu atiqui eivts tligi pejfunl. That is. 



And in the forefaid county of Hertford,. there is 
not any city, or any Burgh from whence any ci- 
tifens or Burgefles may be chofen. Nor is there 
any city, or more Burghs in the faid county of 
EJTex from whence any citifens, or more Burgef- 
fes may be chofen. 

The town of Hertford fent Burgefles to parie- 
ments 18 times; fee bundles of writs and returns 
. in the Tower, and Pryn's fourth part of a brief 
regifter of parlement writs, p. 1002. but fince the 
7th of Hen. 5. for the fpace of 20 years, fent none, 
untill the ?2d of King James the Firft, notwith- 
ftanding it was the Shire-town. Byan extent of the 
caftle and town of Hertford, with their appurte- 
nances, made on Saturday in Eafter-Week, in the 
5th of Edw. 3. and (till in % being under feal, it 
sppcare, the Caftle of Hertford and the Burgh 
there. 
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Engli/h Burghs, or BatnWght. >aS 

tlwe, were hoi den in capiteof thcKine, 1 7k- J in E-tem. ib. 

• ■ ^ r r ^ , / TheCsftleioi 

retira atcunt jupir jaer amentum fuum^ quod cajtrum Bucgh of Hen- 
dt Hertford y Burgut iUdtm Untntur in Cepiu di '^'*'^^^^'' 
Domino Regt, i:fc. The Bayliff and Under Bayliff, K^ng. 
and all other officers, were chofen every ycaf by "*' 
the community of the town in the next court after 
Michaelmas, and the chief Bayliff was allowed by 
ihe King twenty fbillings every year for a gown 
or livery. The porter ot the caftle was put. in by 
,the King, and had of him for his w^s two pence 
a d^. ♦ Juratoret dicimt) pud BaUivut Villa dt 
Htrtford debet eligi fer cgmtnunitatim vilU, 13 f mint 
*k£tiiitum fuam qutHialaimt in proxima curia p^ftf- 
tum Saniti MiehaelU tarn di Bellivo, ii fiih~bailiv9, 
^uam de ommbui aliii offictarVu U cafitalis balUvui 
hahet de domino regtper annum 1 1. fr» reba/ua, iic, • 

By thefe few returns and inftances, of vefy many , 
"morcwhich might have been produced, if:needfu), 
'tis abundantly proved^ That from the 23d of 
Ed. I. when the iirft writs vrere fent forth for the The fini Wiia 
choife of citifens and Burgcffes, and alfo during the choi^'^Cio- 
■ reigns of Edw. 2. and 3. Rich. 2. Hen, 4. 5. and fcns»ndBur- 
6. and Edw. 4.. it was left to the dtfcretion and *'"*'' 
judgment of the (herjffs, which Burghs were fit Sheriffs Uiga 
and able to fend Burgeffcs, and which not. And ^«*''fit ^i*" 
that if ancient able Burghs became poor and in- ■'>''= '" ■e"'* 
digent, and unable to pay the expenfes of their what aw' 
Buigefles, or had none fit to chufe, it was a jull 
ground for the DieriiF to excufe them from the 
trouble and charge of eleAing and fending Bur- 
gefles, notwithftanding the flatutes 5 Rich, 2- c. 4. 
iHen. 5. r. i. 8 Hen. 6. (. 7. 23 Hen. 6. r. 15. The™rf«.«rf 
And alfo, that the plain negative returns, of ^0^ meiningofSlw- 
JttM aliqui dvitatttvel Burgi in Balliva ffwu, or Nen re^^"" 
funt 
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■A TREATISE of 

JSht fluret cvaifates vet Burgi in comitatu pradlSfa, 
&c. are to be explained by thofe other returns of 
Kon/unt aliqu'a avitaUs, vel aUqua dvtlai, rue pluTts 
^'"'S't (in this or that county) tinde cives vel Bur- 
ginjes iienWe faeere pffum^ or madi dves (J ^ttrgettfes 
venin psjjunt, vet venire detent, vel venire falehanty 
and other different expreffions before mentioned. 
I'rlfpier MiliMem eormit if paufertatem. Thoft 
abrolutenegKives in tcntis onlyi being «<(uivttlatt 
in lignMcation to the other, -and import no-mon; 
■Haxn, that ihofeBsrghs'theiheriffsdidnotreturn, 
Wfoch times, ware poor and inconJiderable^ and 
«hat chhar they had not At psrfons to Tend, or fbr 
tbeitpotefty could not pay their wages, or bear the 
ntpenCes by km due to them. And all this was 
done by virtue of tke genera) ctaule in the writs, 
De qualibtt civitate dues cives, f^ dt qmlihtt Burgo 
•Aki Burgetffiiy i^t. Ear in the chvters of ancient 
Burghs, theae was no-claofe or grantfw thechoice 
or fending of Burgelfts to parlement, noribavel 
ever leen or beard of any particular direi^ions from 
the King and Council, orodierS, to thefiieriJIs, 
for the fending their pniceptt to this or that £urgh 
only, and not toothers. 



I Hiall finilh the anfwer to the firft t]uefl'ron 

. with this remark ; That the Burghs during ihe 

time of all thcfc Kings reigns, never complatned of 

■* the iheriiTs for not returning them Burghs, or ifct 

fending precepts to them, or taking away their 

birth-rights. Nor did they (Axmar agahtft hatd 

bfage, or injuflice. Nor did the King, Lords, «f 

Xi^ommonsin parlement, ever blame, 'complktn «f, 

o^ qucftion the flieriffs for fending, oT not fenSihg 

precepu to this, or that Burgh ; to all, or axty of 

them. 
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Er^BJh Surght, or Jimrtiight. xtj 

^ein,and imdung rttams accordb^f. Norwas 
it accounted an advantage, honor, or piivUedge, to 
be .bobnd to fend -Bur^fles 'to parlemeht, but 
rather on the contrary, it was reputed a burthen 
and a grievance for poor and fmall Burghstofend 
them, as in the cafe of [9] Toriton in Devon- [9] pit. 41. Z4. 
aire, that petitioned the King in parlement to be ^J,"^'{^^ 
difcharcred of fendinir Bureelles to Parlement, fug- vonAire dir- 
n. ., .. I charged Tnat 

geit ng It was great trouble and charge, and to fcn'diAg Su- 

their manifeft damage and depreffion, and their P^*^ 
■petition was granted, and the town or Burgh exo- 
nerated and excufed for ever afc^, notwith- 
ftanding it had fent BurgeOes thirty two tiORS 
before. 

The (eoond i]ueftton,' who were or ought to be 
the ele<^rs in real or pretended Burghs, hath 
touch exeicifed the Houfe of Commons, (fince 
■Ady have taken upon them to determine thofe 
cafes'} end perhaps there hath fcaicely been given 
adirefl and true Iblution of it to this day. In the 
22d of -King [1] James in a coiiteft between Sir U} ConmeM 
William Maflers, and Sir Maurice Berkley, upon "roneri'iiiMiii 
an ele£lion made at Circncefter in Gloccflerihire, ^ -'"'''''■ ■*- 
■Upon the queftion it was refolved, that no confcnt 
of parties, competitors, can alter the legal courfe 
of demons. That where no charter orcuftom to wiien nschu- 
the contiary, the efc£tion to be made by all the ^J"J^„^;^ 
. houfliolders ; that Sir William MalVers duly l>' made ? 
dcAed, that he had the greater number of inhabit 
tants and freeholders ; and that where % neither t ■• '■ l" ^^ 
-charter nor cuflom nor free Burgefles in any Bo- '^, ^r tmbe 
xou^, there the election to be made by houlholders, ■Bur^. 
«ad flOt <Mily freeholders. 



D,a,l,zc.bvG00gIf 



mS a treatise of 

^0 ComraoM i„ the ith of King fi] Charlei the Firft, rraoH 

jDarnal. vent- ^ o L j 

lii aSMarti] tnsde froBi tltc committca of privilcdges^ (no^ tht 
t(^''*'°' Mnimittee of eleaions) by Mr. HackwiH, 

Colchefler, one only return Diadc by the bailifi^^ 
in which Sir Thomas Cheek, and Mr. Alford re- 
Two Eleffioai, turned. That the Bailiffs, Aldermen, and Com- 
Uiyor, Alder- «non Council, confifting of forty two in an 
BCD, and Con- upper room, read the writ and there elefled Sir 

mon Council, „ 

the other by tbe Thomas Cheek, and Mr. Alford. In a lower 
Bartefi^t." " room the commqn fort of Burgefles in general, 

eleaed Sir Thomas Cheek, and Sir William • 

Mafliami, 

An infafficltnt That the bailiffs, &c. made their prcfcription, 
peiuipuon. j^^ ekition, as they now made it. Againft this 
alleged, that till Richard the Firft, no bailiffs, nor 
then, no common council, till Edward the Fourth 
then Jixteen appointed by a new charter, which by 
conftitutions lince thence they have increafed to— 

Upon this the prefcription bolden infufficient, 
that the committee is alfo of opinion, that the 
•legion of Sir William Maiham is good, and 
his name to be put in by the bailiff inflead of Mr. 
Alford. 

Upon queftion Sir Wtliam Mafliam duly 
c1e£led, and his name by one of the bailiffi was in- ' 
ierted at the board, infteadof Mr.Alford's. - 

S«1 Conimonf 
aim. sabb. ii Mr. Hackwell f 3] reported from the committee 
ieig! w^i'h" °'' P"vilcdges the cafe of the Burgh of Bridport. 
theCommoinor -phc oueftion whether the' commons or the two 

thief Burgeift.,* Raniffe 
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MngHjh burght, or BHtrenghs. t^ 

&Iliffb Slid thirteen capital fiurge(E» are elefion. 
There the laft claiming bjr prcfcription< the fi>16 
poweri this proved by two witneflcs for forty fix 
jtaxitfrimjat^cXaimtAiii but weredmied. 

A certificate or difcliriiner under the hands of So 
tommonefa offering to j uftifie it upon oath, and af- 
firmed they could have proved it bjr forty cOm- 
inonei^ more. 

On the oUier part recot-ds produced the 6th of Thdb tb« ittj 
Edward 6. indenturfc returned the eleflion to be JJI^''" 
frr ballivatptt ttjftnfum ttmmumMU, l. & 3. PbiSp. 
fi Mariie election accordeth, i Elm. accordetb, 
I Jaceii accordeth. This alfo proved by two 
^itneOet, above 40 commonen gave voices prima 
Jaahi. Another that above 60 years ago the com- 
moners had voice, and thatbe himfelfj then a com" 
inoner, gave voice. 

Replied to thif, that the addition of the com- Ana thtr«, 
Jnotialty, becaufe that the name of the corporation, 
t&U to they make th£ir leafes, yet the commoners 
aerer meddle. 

Exception to one of the witnel&s^ that he, a AndihditdBd 
commoner, and very Aged man, fcarce could hear, ^^7'°' 
orbeheard-s that the other have been disfranchUi^ 
and therefore fp^ out of fpleen. , 

Alledged for diqn, that frUna JmsU die cctt- . 
notu c^led, becaule they were to contribute to- 
imda wafes. 

K Agreed 
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Acreed by die major part of the committee, that 
dw commoners had voice ineledion. 

Retblved alfo here no good eledion, becaufe the 
eomiDons having right of voice, bad no warning as 
thejr ought to have bad. 

Refolvcd upon the queftion, the commonalty in 
general ought u> have voices in the e]ei£tion» of the 
Burgefics for parlement. 

, Upon the quefHon, the election void in refped 

of the want of warning to the commonal ty. 

A new writ for a n>.w eIe£lion. 

[4] CoanoM Mr. HackwHl [4] rcporteth from the Committee 
1° M»ii ' " <*f Privileges the cafe of Bofton in Lincolnlliire, 
♦ C". 1. >6»«- Mr. BcIIingham the Recorder, and Mr, Okcley 
chofen. 

The queftion, whether a lele£l number, or the 
•HeormjrowB commonalty weretochufc. Sir * Anthony Irby 
ftUnd to'tte cl>«fcnby majority of voices ofthe commonalty, and 
"^=' 14 of the felefl number. 

Voted to «bom Agreed by the committee, that the eledion of 
Ilc^'abdiMip Burgeffes in all Boroughs did of common right 
'■ *" ^•"ti^' belong to the commoners, and that nothing could 

take it from them, but a prefcription and a conflant 

ufage beyond all memory. 

I. Upon the queftion, the sight of eleftion for 
BurgeO^ to lervejn pailement for Bofton, rcfteth 
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Mngltfii Burghf, or Baurtughs, ijt 

tn the commonalty, and not in the Mayor, AlckT'' 
tneoj and Common Gouncil. 

2. Upon the queftiott) Mr. Okeley n»t duly 
«le£tcd or returned, , 

3. That Sir Anthony hby duly ele^led^ and 
ought to bare been returned. 

4. That'thc Mayor of Boftbnfliall be Tent for, 
to put out Mr. Okeley's name, and put in Sir 
Anthony Irby'lt 

Mr. Hackwill [5] reporteth from the Cartimittee [sj Conmod* 
6f Privileges the cafe of Warwick. Queftion, K;^!""' 
whether the ele^on to be made by the Mayor, and 4 Cu. i. ifitti 
Common Council^ or by the commons in general I 
Tb»t a petition produced whereby above 200 
commoners DiseiLAiM to have any right of election. TtMciKraf 
But that refufcd to be accepted by the committee, W"**** 
becaufe if but one commoner appear to fue for 
his right, they will hear him. 

1. Upon the queftion^ the right ofele^ionfor 
the town of Warwick belongs to the com* 
ffloDalty. 

2. That Mr. Roberf Grevill and Mr. Franeit 
Lucy UNDULY eloOed, 

j. A ntvf Writ to ifiiie t«r a new choice in 
their rooms. 

By die& five inflances it appints boW petplexC 

and cooje^ural the opinions of the committee, and 

K 2 refolTcs 
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refblves eftheHoufe of Commons were, concerning 
therightofclcf^ingofiJurgeSescofervsinparUmont, 
and the perfons in whom it was lodged. They 
judged, die communitieG or commonalties of 
Cities and Burghs to be only the ordinary and low- 
er Ibrt ofcitifens, Burgefles, or Freemen in general. 
- And that the right of clet^ion of BurgeJUc in »11 
Burghs did of common right belong to the com- 
moners (meaning) the ordinary fort of BurgelTes 
qr Freemen, and not to the M^yor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council, as in the cafes of Bc^n* CoU 
cheftcr, and Warwick, nor in the Bayliifs apd .ca<- 
pital BurgelTes, being » ftle^ number, as in the 
cafe of Bridport. 

The ground of this popular error was, 6iat this 
committee (notwithftanding the two gicatantiqua* 

M Ibid. Jvrlt tits [4] Sir Robert Cotton, uvl Mr. Selden, and 
-^Sl't6»j. the Oracle of Law (fo called) Sir Edward Colw, 
were Members of it) did ndt truly underftand dw 
meaning of the words Commtmitattt ' eivkahim, Csf 
Burgerum, the commonalty of Cities and Burghs j 
which always fignlfied the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council, where tbcy were t» bd found, 
or the Steward or BaylilF, and capital Burgefies, or 

T)ie Comrauni- in fhort the governing part of cities and towns, b/ 
"— ^jj3t perfons foever they, were governed, or names 
and tides they were c^led and known, which bath' 
been fulGciently evinced 1^ what hath bcea (j^ 
before in this treatife, upon that fubje<£i. So that, 
if the communities of Cities and Burghs bad been 
truly underftood, the committee ought (9 M^A <jft' 
termineil, and the Houfe refolved, that the right of 
cleiAioa in very niaq.y, if not in moft, OF SU Qjtics 
and Burghc, ought to have reAcd in the. ^wvoisg 
part of them, which it always a (ele£t number. 
And 



D,a,l,z..bvG00gIe 



■ Sf^l^ Barghsy or Samt^i. i 

Jknd thueCore I !Oiall produce aaay instances from 
^ Mturns of pulemept writs upon record, to 
coafrrm %\& opinion. 

In tite 26th of Edwvd tlic Firft, in moA Cotm- 
ties. Cities, and Surghs, the Knights^ Citifens, 
fuld PoTgefics are Only named vith their manucap' 
tbrs, or foretJes, in the dors of the writ, as for 
exam^e. [^1 Ifomina dusrum mtBium taamtii Tj] itetoni. 
ibriferii with each of them four manucaptors, |j"' '%'^' 
0ere named. Nmiitu) dittnmi thium dvitalij Jitrt- fiiAntuiu 
firdt with caci two manucaptors or fureties there '""^ 
named. i^trnJua dmrum Strga^tm dt Btirgo Lee- 
wii^nvwiik each two manucaptors, there named ; 
but not '£ud ^ wlv^m eleAed, and So in many 
odiersj wi^^ fome, notvery material, variation. 

Yet in fome, tlie eleflions are faid to be made 
by the Bailiffs, with the alTent of the community, or 
fJDf die pommifnity of the Burghs. So the choice 
wn nudo for the town of Derl^, Et breve [6j [fi] ibU. 
ifiwi rifanatumjmt IfiUulm Oyler, ialiivo liberlath 
vliLt D&iy, fia plenum retwnam brevis habet prg dua~ 
Pur Margnjiim ^ufdtm viUa^ ii mihi rtfpandity ^uod 
ilbgit t^mfk emimunitatis titiia villa pradUhe ma- 
giflrum J^tUielmum Breun de Derby, W Niehalatua 
Latmtr dt eadem. And that writ was returned to 
Williim le Oyler aailiff of Derby, who hatH ' 
faiX retuED of the writ for two Burge&s of the fame 
towA. Atid he anfwov me, he bath cholcn by the 
aRbnt of th&cDmmunity of the whole town afore-' 
frkljMaflw William Bmm of Dert^, andNicbo- 
Iwfe'lJt&nerof thefam^ «^ faave two maou- 
K 3 captori 
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captors For each returned. In like manner for dw 
[j] ntd. town of Nottingham. Et hrtot ijiud [jl rtttnatum 

fuit ballivis, iJt. ^ai mUhi rifpnierunt qvoi el^t- 
ruHt ajjinfu cammumtatii viittB prte£eta Johan. U FU- 
wtmgf it i^attingham, jtdam It Plemngf di tadem, 
and that writ was returned to the bailiffs of the li- 
bertjr of Nottingham, &c. Who anfwer me, that 
they have chofen by the al&nt of the commonalty 
' of the town aforefaid,. John the Fleming of Not- 
tingham aforefaid, and Adam the Fleming of thft 
fame, who found each two fureties for their ap- 
pearance in parlement. So two BurgeSes chofen, 
[E] Ibid. [S] pre tammimitaU BurgiCeleotJ!ert Sot the commU' 

nit)' of the Burgh of Colchefler, with four manu- 
[9] f^''^f captors or fureties each, lilewiie, [9J Jibamut 

at Wijirut dt Htrtferd Simon IValU di ttdeWy ikBt 
funt duo Burgtnfei per Cemmunitatem Burgenjiim 
Hirtftrdf (Sc, A^d gave fecurity for their appear-, 
ance by four manucaptors each* 

Accordingly two- Bui^efles were eleded for tlte 
community of the Burgh of Newcaille upon TinCt 
with their names and manucaptors names in % 
[1] IbU. fchedule. Ntmipa [1] Burgenjium prt tmmm- 

tatt Burp Nevi Cafiri fitptr Ttnaati ftm* in udnia 
hide hrevi armexS, 

BbAoa. In thejyth of Edward the Third, thatKing 4\- 

reflcd his writ to the bailiffs of the town of BofiMi 

[t] Rctom. in Lincolnftiire. Edwardia [z] Dti Gratiot tf<> 

W P«i.»7- 5^/ffBrV ^ly if Soj^ Btuipht^ t^e. And the^ 

after the introdudion m, and caufes of tiie pfcot^ 

jtfelf, which foUowi in thefe words : ^Uw/knh 
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Englifi) Barghit ar BpMraw^. j< 

pmui firmitir ii^m^tnttt pud duos Bm-gnfot dtfn- 
vtifiBributf (it ^/trttieriius, £r m^is ixfertis Burgm- 
fibut villte pr^diff^t ^ tjf'ifi' ^ttJUtm vtSm fiu £la- 
titm tiigif (S tuad dian ^ Uaaa prte£3u vaurt 
fiaathy iia pad iidem Bargtnfit prafi H ammtiuitstt 
viUm frtedlSte fuffatntem frOtfiiAtm hahnty mJ 
trailandumf anjuUndum, (f anfiatundim hit put 
tune £vinaftrotuti tUmntia dt cammum cmfiBa tmti- 
gtrit ardinari, fit. We commaml, firmly enjojrn- 
iog you, that without deUy jou caufe to be chofen 
two Burgees, of the more grave, difcreet, and 
experienced Burgeflcs of the town aforelaid, by the 
aflent of the fame town. So that the fame Bur- 
geflcs may have fufficicnt power for thcmlelvesaad 
the community of the town aforefiud to treat, 
eonfult of, and confent to thofe things, which, di- 
vine clemency bvouring, fliall happen to be or- 
dained by common advife, &c. 

The return in the dors of the writ was an- 
fwerable to the words of the precept of this writ. 
Refpons. [3] Jthamis dt Mtrys, £^ Riair£ da []] I^^ 
Rtdt BtBivarim ViiUe dt Sanaa Bmlfba. 

A£inueaptorts Jehmnit dt Skirhti dt SanSa Ba- 
telpht unius Burgtnfium villa dt Saiiito Batlpbot dt 
affhtfit ^ufdtm villa lUUi ad traSandumy tanfa- 
kndum^ & tm/tntitndum Jitundum ttntran bigut 
hivii. 

i:itmu dtTtmhf dt SanSa Battlpht. 

Jabamtt dt Gafitrkirt dt tadtm* 

Manucaptors or Sureties of John de Skirbefc of . . 
BoftoDj one of the Burgelfes of BoAon, chofen by 
K4 (ficat 
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iSmt of the lame town, to tmt, conAtlt* and ceo* 
A(it4Cix)i<jing to tha Tenor of this writ, 

Thomas de Tumby of BoftoDi 
John (Ic GoHicrlcirk of the fyaie. 

The fame return, and in the fame words, is for 
William Bayard, the other Burgefs with two 
DUmucaptors, This town of Boflon never slocr . 
ted, or returned any Burgeflet during the reiidiie of 
this King's reign, nor in the reigns of Richard the 
Second, Henry the Fourth, Fifth, ' Sixth, and 
Edward the Fourth. 

Briftol. In the writ direded to the Mayor and Bailiffs of 

Briftol to choofe Burgefies for the fame Great 
[4] lUd. Council, the precept is the fame. [4.] Fthhpra^ 

fipimui firmiter ittjungtnlts^ ^uvddtios Burgenfei depre- 
VtSiirihui, tf Je/crtlinribui &r magtt expertis Bitr- 
gtn/3>ui villa fradiSia de ajfenfu ejufdtm vill^ fmi 
£latiene eligi, W eos ad dian & latum praS£fos venirt 
ficftHis, Jta quad Udem Burginfn pro ft W ctrntni'ii- 
iati villa pradi£ia fuffcief'em potejlafem habtntj i^f. 
As iii the former writ for Bofton. 

To the precept of this writ, the followmg re- 
fsj^^' '" *u™ w* made, fj] VirtuU brtvis dtmini regit 
prafetilibut annexi^ nas major faT ballivi viBa Bri^l^ 
de affinju cemmunitatis villa pradi£ia tUii faetmut 
Themam Babbecarf^ U" Willielmum Coumbe de affindo 
. ad diem & keum. it^a brevt untentot ad faciendum 
qued ex parte dixuu regit ets tunc ibidem iitfungetur. 
That is. 

By virtue <^ the Kin^s writ annexed to ibfCt 

j^l«ftnts, wetiieMaj^oraiidfiailiffsofthetownof 

Briftol, 
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Bngfiflf Burgity or Bmrtnghi, 'j 

B^olibyafiint of th« community of the town:(fi>i«- 
faid, have caufed Thomas Babbecary snd William 
C^umbe to be chofen, to be at the time and pl»ce 
contained in the writ» to do what on the Mialf of the 
Lord die iCiogt ik'U tbcfit and there be injoyiml 
(hem. 

It qipears by this writ and return, that ttie 
words ajfvtfui vtU^, aad «ffn^ui (tnimmitatii vj/V* 
%nifie(i the fame thing ; and that as the commu^ 
Qityof the town, fothe townitfclf, government of 
the town, and body politiijue were, and didfonfift 
cf a felc^ number. 

The word* of the writ direfled to the Mayor and Exceller. 
bailiffs of Exccfter for the choice Of BurgelTes for 
this great Council, aie the fame with thofe of Boflon 
fUid Brillol, [6] Febis pracipimui Jirmiler ii^ungtntts ['J ^'• 
'fltd duM Bitrgtkfet de prtVlHitribut, defirtiieriiiu, £^ 
fugu txptrkt Btf^fl/i^ tivitatil prtrdHtm^ it affinjk 
llJaJiUm civitatisfau dilatimi eligi, ^c. Ita quad iidim 
Burgen^spraji ^ cmtmunitati civitalitt i^e. fuJicUit- 
Um faujlattm huBtnt, du The return wa>, as 
hereunder written. 

Jigherti dt Brubpart [7] CTjAotwj Sptcer, M IW^ " 

Rabertl ' de HugbetUl J mWulmus Sltght. 
manucaptores (^Richard Olivtr, 

Rtjpeii^ [8] Rabtrti dt Bridepert majtris avHalis I^l ^^ 
Mxm. & l^tardi Olivtr (^ Thonue Spieer iaSivcnan 
fjujdtui eiviiatit, M ammunitatis eiviiatis pntdiffa, 
faEseft. ^ued ipji eligirunt pradtSfci Rj/htrtum dt 
^depart, i^ Robtrtum dt Hughttan Burgtnfet 
di£fx 
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ijS A TREATISE of 

£ttm (ivilatitf ad faiaidum ^miadmn Utarvm ifiittt 
irtvis* In EngliOi thus : 

The tnfwer of Robert de Brideport M^^orof 
the city oT Exon, and Richard Olircr and Tho- 
mas S[ricer, Bailiff's of the bxnt city, and the com- 
munity of the city aforefaid, is fuchj That they 
have cbofen the fcHrefaid Robert de Brideport, and 
Robert de Hugheton, Burgefles of the faid city, to 
do according'to the tenor of the writ. 

The words of this return do illultrate the wards 
<^the former, and make it moft evident, that the 
aKnt of the Mayor, BailiSs, and Community of 
the city of Exon, which was the government of it, 
was the aJIent of the city iticif. 

The forms and words of the writ for the choice- 

of citifens for the fame great Council, dire&ed to 

the Mayor and Sberltfs of the city of London, %re 

[f ] IbM. the fame. [9] VBhit fr^dplmutt W(. ^jud dii/>s 

Loodon. „-^,^ y^, de afftnfu tjuffUm c'tviiatis fm dHati^ft 

*ligiy (St- The return was as followd 



KlbW. 
(t Bit 



EUgi [i] fichmi Themam l^ggj & ^hvmaii 
XiolfeUy dues cives civitatis Londm dt ajjixifu tjufdem 
tivitalii ad inlere//hdum toram vqUi in in^anti cmfiiia 
jufficientem falt/iatim pra fi (S eemmunitati civitatis 
fradiil^ bahentes ad traitandum, anfultndum, (i em- 
feniidum his^ gu^, divina/aventt cUmenttay dtce 
ctnfilie tunc cantigrrit or^nari. 
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BneUJh Burgh, or Bttartuf/bu 
$t pradiaus Thmat Legsy aUachiahtt tfl /w 
jiaJuiphum de Cgmt^brtgge, ^ Jalmvm t^- 
Viordflckt, 

Et pradilfus fhmas Dtl/eJty ettachtatMS e/J per 
Themam Wikhiry (^ Regtrum dt Rrfgate. 

Se/panfia Ada Franayt Miyorii, W ychannU d* 
Sttdefty y Johatmis PtcchtVictfamimm. The return 
is thus made Englifh ; 

We b aye caufed to t>e chofen Thorny ^^f 
;uid Thomas Oolfeley, two citifens of the city t£ 
Londoo, by aflent of the fame cit^, to appear be- 
foie you in the council next to be holden, having 
Sufficient power for themfelves, and the communitjr 
pf the forefaid eity, to treat, confult, and confent 
to thofe things which by divine clemency fhall 
^ppen to be ordained by common advice. 



Tht forefaid Tomas Leggy hath given fecurity 
for his being in parlement by John de 
Cantcbriggc, and John Herewardfloke. 

And the forefaid Thomas Dolfeley hadidoiie 
the fame, by Thomas Wilchir, and Roger 
de Reygatt. 

The anfwer of Adam Franceys Mayor, and 
''John de Stodeye, and John Pecche, Sheriffs. 

What it her« meant, by the afient of the city, 

and the power they had to treat for themfelves, and 

community of it, and what the community iticlf 

W^t IxA beeo.cleaied by what h4th been oblcrved 

upon 
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A TREATISE of 
Qpon the returns ofSriAoI and Exoo ; and is con* 
firmed i^ the fbllowisg recofd beyond all coq* 

tradiftion. 

V EiutBaili^me prlmipi (^ thniina Jfif an-ipmt dtr 
mlra Edwordo Dei Gratia iUuJiriffime regi Anglic 
Pamina Hibtrnif ^ Om ApiitoM Jthamm 4t 
Wmgrave Major Civiiatii Ifindon. AidtraaHi^^ 
VicicomUs, £tf tola communicas ijufdem civitatii^ff 
^ futt. Nevtrint ixi;tllentia viflra iits a^ignqffi ^t 
feUos cantives ne/lrts Johnnnftn de Ck^Jftmt fffUif^ 
mum df Flete (^ Reg^rum U Pafmtrt vel duos ftnan^ 
. Of eirdcm vel duobus eenim fAcmm (^ AiiGcientem 
potcflatcm d*di^ pfrprefiHtft adfaatndmt inhac !«• 
^anfi parliamcnto wfirt a dif SatUH Micbaelis 
altim pT'tf^ito in tns feptimanat u/vJEbof.. juad df 
0emmuni conJUia trdinahititr ht pttrliamnlo pradifff 
juxta fanruim brtvis vtjlri nuptr nebis indt di*"'^'- 
A cujut rfi ttfiimanium has littras nojlras- tifdtmfier\ 
fawnus pettitttt. Sigiilo eommunitatis noftre prt- 
^£it_fignaia$. Dot. iMdeit. Bt)ct*4t(im» dit Qiitiriif 
Anna ^ignt viflri dtadtfimat 

To in moft cxiRllent Frincr, and il^ic moft 

4car L<»d, tbe Lord Edwanl hy the Grace of God 

the moft illuftrious King of England, Esfd of Ircr 

land, and Duke of Aquitain, John de Wengrave, 

Mzym of tbe city oi I^Ondon, the Aklbrmea, 

SberUB, and the whole. Coaununity of the- ftine 

city, themfclves and theirs. Your Excellency 

cloved fellow? 

de FJ««ei mi 

em, and hwe 

and fufficienC 

is your inlbnt 

parlemen^ 
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&Hglljh Bwihs, of Sutrikghh 
parlement, to be holdeft at York three wedMiftcT 
Michaelmas, what fhall be ordained in the foiefud 
parkment bj common advice, according to die 
form of your writ lately to us direAed, In 
witnefs whereof we have made thefe. our letters 
patents, tobelealed with thefeal of our commu- 
nity or commonalty aforcfaid. Dated at London ~ 
the i6th day of 0£lober, in the 12th year of your 
reign. 

There can be no doubt, but what was called 
dtc city in the praceding record, was the fame with 
the Mayor, Aldermen, ShertiFs, and whole com' , 
nunity, or commonalty in this record. 

The writ upon which this return was made, 
was dated at Nottingham, Auguft 2Sth, and di< 
rented only to the Sheriffs of London, not to the 
Mayor, Aldermen, SherlfFs^ and Community, as 
the return inOauates, and the precepts was only to 
chooie two citireni, though there are three returned 
ai dboftn. 

ESwerdMS Dd Gratia Rt* Anglitt, Sre. Vut- Ktton. 1 
amitUta Linden, SaluUm- ^ula pra divtrfii f/ tfr- 
iim M{«#r'ij Mi i^Jiatnan rtgtii noflri fptda&ttr tangm- 
tiha pariianuHtwn najinm apud ebarum a die Sfin&i 
i£tbadis prtximt fitun in tns fiftiiiumat Uaiertfic 
aan pralatii He. Vabis pracipimus firmttr ir^uM- 
fma quid dt (itdtatt n^a pradiHa dtut tivtt dt 
■dl^cratiarUiuSy Ht. Ttflt mtipfo apud Netlingbtm 25 
^^iflVlfii, AwM IC^ wfiri duodicina. 

ftr ipfum Rigm ^ Csn/iSttm, 

In 
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»42 ATRfiATiSfiof 

Vor&. Iri tbeSeconil oFKing Hemjr the Fifths the ^ayof 

•f pufaDcnt ' of York and thirteen more Concivesy fellow-citi&i» 
ii(riafcrtlM& nuBcd in thc Ktvm^ Plnam ptttfloUm dt ttta ooB'' 
mynitatt dvitatii h^tnttSf tligeruiU Jtus eivts jJt~ 
naif Ufe. Having full power from thc whole ' 
community ofthecit^j cbofe two fit citifens/ &C; 
In witncTs whereof they put their particulur taii 
to the iodenture of return. 



Dertijr. In the indenture of returh for flie town of Dertjy 

P^ iildwlV in tf*" twelfth of Henty the f ouf th ^ after fix of the 
■• »67* deters names, which were of thc community, it 

fo1Iow«f &f ptr midits alios di ttmmmutate pradiHi 
Surgi Derby, qui ia Curia Burgi atterfutrunt eliffi 
Jittii duo Burgen/es, and by many others of the ■ 
coTtiinunity of the Burgh of Derby, whkh were 
prefent in the Couit of the Burg^, two Bu^eflef 
were ele£Ud, &c> 



Fpfwich, In the fecond of Edward the Third, for the 

r^iS^^d^-R^ parlcmcnt at York, Baillfs & Cmamntaltit dtk 

M»> of tliii ^ijjf ^ GeppeuAc di mjirc cammun afiitt aixna MM. 

'^" nous Comburgoh Giffrci Staej W Chriftopber Dtt Stit 

dt ejiri pur nejire dit viUt alparUmtht avAauSkt (^e* 

Thc Bailiffs and Comaioiu / of Ipfwicb, by our 

common afTcnt have choren of our fellow Burgefles,' 

Gcofry Sucy and Chriftopber D«l Boi*, to be fof 

eur faid town at the parlement aforsfaid. 



In the fecond of Henry the Fifths the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Bailiffs, and whole Community of the 
BurgclTes of the town of Oxford, cbofe Burgefiw 
for the parlement at Weftminfter. Omnibut tut 
pies prafentes Uterte pervaurint, MofoTy Aldtrmaidt 
BaUivi is tota Ctmmumtat, Burgtaftum viU* Oxm, 
Salumtf 
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MugUJh Burgbst or Bouratight. 
Sidutmy tfr. Stiatit mt tmammi ajfinfu i£ anfiwfi 
mftrisy ht. EUpgt MUaot Cemburgtnfit nejlrot 
Jabaniam A^Jim^ tf Thtmam Civentry ijftndum ad 
parltvuHtum, He. In tujus rei Tiftimmium frm- 
fmtiius Sigiilum lucrum ctmmune tppefaimut dat, 
ia Gihala viUa pratS^trj i:f(. £ Regit Hen. 



In the twenty-fifth of Henry the Sixth, fbr a Oxfxi. 
parlcment to be hoMen at Cambridge, "Jthataui 
North Majtr villa Oxtn. & Jehannet Barttn^ W 
Thomas fVymmd BalUvi ac tela eemmtmilas d'tflte vUIm 
eligerunt Tbamam Dagfieldf^ Rtbertum Watford C9m~ 
bergenjit fuat^ ptrfonat jdentas ii difcrttos ad etmpa- 
rendi/m,f^e. John North, Mayor of tbc'town of 
Oxford, and John Barton and Thomas Wymond, 
and the whole community of the faid town chofc 
Thomas Dagfield and Robtrt Watford, their 
fellow Burgdres, fit and difcreet perfons to ap- 
pear, tte. In cujus ret lejlmtnium hih indenhtris 
tarn Sgillam Difforum Afajorit BaUiverum flf diffte 
(immmitetisy quam StgUlum Officii Vicatmitis Oxm. 
tfi apfenfmn. 

The Tater return explains the former, and fliew* 
that the ammunitai Surgenjium villa, and coUMtTr 
VITAS vitUf WBS the fame. 

In the fereatb of Edward the Fourth, the re- Oxf«rd. 
turn was thus, Prtefins biUa indtniala faSta^ tte. 
Ttfiatur quad Rkherdus Buflrad C^ Thtmai Hahum, 
Ballivi Burgi OxoHf fS Cumburgenftt Burgi pnedtOi 
IX unamm affaifu ti ttnfenfu eligerunt WilUelmum 
Btdfitn & WUH^mHm Payvilt Bwgtnfei iffindi ad 
parkmentuiBf 
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farkmMma, (ft.. Tbe |tte(ent bill indented dia^, 
&c. Witnd&th that Ricbsr4 Burftrad ui?^hiH' 
maS Ffalman, Bailiffs ef the Burgh of Oxford^ 
and their fellow Burgcfiet of the Dtid Bui^f b^ 
One alTent andconfent chofe William Bcdfton and 
William Dayvile, Burgefles to be at the parle^ 
ment, &c. In eujut ret teflinunium commuMI 
SigiUum appofutruntf ift. In witnefs whereof tbty 
put to the common fea), fcc. 

tnsgi tat It is not to be otberwife tbougjit, but the 

Itt ^'(^ ' Bailiffs and fellow BurgeScs were die £une per-^ 
withBaiUfF., fong in this return, with the Bailiffs and Commu' 
mO>atatta»ltj. nity of the town of Oxford in the others, and that 
ihe eleftion was now made as formerly, notwith- ' 
flanding the different expreffions, and clerklHip oF 
tbe return ( and that tbele C«BAw%mfis^ fellow 
Burgiefles, were of the lame rank and order> with 
tbe Mayor, Bailiffs, and Aldermen, before they ■ 
had been chofen and promoted by, and out of theif 
fellow Burgefles, and were not of the moft ordinary 
and poor fort of Burgcfles or Freemen, who 
never were ordinarily or regularly of the com- 
munity or common council of the town or Burgh* 

To confirm what hath been laA faid, I ihall 
produce the retiu-ns of Wallingford in the eleventh 
- of Henry the Fourth, .and Fifth of Henry th« 
Fifth.. 



4- In Pirn') jicr Burgi WaUingfordy V mms ^t^tm Bwgi Cm—. 
M^Redivwt*"~ itrgafesy Scriitinia vtrtMts tligiimut (f trdaanan^ 
Wamiigford 7*^*""*^ Qtttrtl, ff militlmm CtUrely tuflni 

Burgtufit 
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BagUfi Bitrgbt, or BattreugUti 
Surgenfis in peritu^MbiltSy tf benefits praettratora ad 
If^eftmmafierium adfarkmmtum Domini R^git, ipjh 
emfertntes nafiram fltnariam peteftatem ad omnia H 
fittgulaihidm Ugalia fadmda^^ in ttftimmium brdi- 
tuttimis y ile£fims prifatarum. Has ante Silt Majeri 
isf pTje/ati Burgi Comhurgenfes huic indentura ficwi- 
dum diifi brevis txigentiam figHh noftra appejiamusi 
Sicut pgtet infcriptura infenus neminalim. 

Johannet Dtrby, f^illielmus jfnugatt Thmat 
SwaUwayiiy Ragtrus Baker, Williibnus Mergan, Jt- 
hanms Culham^ Willielmus EJfex, Johannes Payablti 
Robirius Colfily Galfridus Litteil, Johannes Breeuaodi 
Roiertui Deffoni^ Johanntt Heri. The Englilh of 
which runs thus ; 

Having fcen the King's writ, we ^ohn Derby^ 
Mayor of the Burgh of Wallingford, aud all the 
fellow Bargell«s c>f the fame Burgh, have by true 
fcrutiny chofcn and appointed John Cotterell and 
William Cotterell, our Ikilful SurgefTes, and 
honcft Procurators in the parlement of the Lord 
tfaeKing at Wcftminftcrj conferring upon them 
our full power to do there a)} and Angular legal 
things : And in witncfs of the appointment and 
ordination aforefaid, we the forefaid Mayor and 
fellow BurgeGes of the forefaid Burgh, according 
to theexigencyor command of the faid writ, hare 
put to our leals to this indenture, as it doth appear 
here underwritten name by name. 

John Derby, William Arnegat, Thomas SwalU 
wyke, Roger Baker, William Morgan, John Cul- 
ham, William ElTex, Jdin Payable, Robert Ccd- 
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fil, Gcofrejr Little, John Breewood, ftofiert Def- 
font, Johii Hcrt. We tee here the em>us Ctmhur- 
pajit ^it/dtin Burg!, ali the fellow Burgeffes of the 
fitirgh of Wallingford were then bW twelve, and 
it niay calily be believed, that no man can fhinic, 
but that thcfe twrelvc, with the Mayor, were the 
community, or governing part of the town, in at 
leail the more part of it. 

Walliogford, The othff return in the 5th of Henry the 5th 
IW4. runi thus ; Fifg brevt Damin! Regit nti "Jahmoits 

t>trbj, Iflilie&nus Arnyaly Jahannes Chalmer, Galfr't' 
Jut Little, Thamar Swaletoit, Rieardus Algatt, Jtban- 
jut Dttiby, cum ajjenfu Es* canpnfu omnium Comittrgett- 
Jatm naflrsrum, eUgimus & ordiaavimtu "JAannan 
•Cotttrtl, W fahannem Dtrby^ nefiras Ctmburgeafit 
perreffurst ad parltmentum Dtmni Rtgis ttd ctrtum 
£$ni ^ iacum in In-evt etmtaitu. Ad fuam erdiiuiiit- 
ntm & tUilioaai:, ilU qui ^u^u£ tU3imi iakr- 
JturuittJigiUdfua efpojuerurtt. 

Having feen the writ c^ our Lord the King, ife 
John Derby, William Ariiegat, John Chalym, 
Geofr'ey Little, Thomas Swalewit, Richard Algate, 
John Benby, with the confent and aflent of all our 
fallow BurgeiTes, have chtffen atid appointed John 
Colterel, and John Derby, our leUow Burgefles, 
to^to the parlement of our Lord tht.King, at 
„ the day and place contained iii the writ. To which 

eleAion and appointment, thofe who were prefctit 
1 at the election, put to their feals. 

fiythis fecond cleflion it is manifcft, that de 

fttiow fiurgelTes, or tbe abfent oar fallow Bv- 

gcfles, 
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^efln, were equal in their ordinary qualitjr fO 
John Derbjr,^ who was, or had been then Mtyat of 
the town, and to William Am^at, and others^ 
who doubdefs were Aldermen or chief Burgefles of 
the fame, and not BurgeJIesof the lower rank. 

In the return of the writ for Walliogford in the mrallingforJ. 
ftll of Edward the FourtJi, 'tis Hiuss Htu biUa 
hdaaate, (^e. Ttftatur ^d Henriau Giafyer, ^ 
Jehan. MJnofiy hallivl Burgi dt WaiHt^i tf 
(knAurptfti Burgi pradOti tx utiamm aj/imjk f^ 
anfenfu lUgema 'Jthanncm Calfnggn^t tf Rtiertum 
H^ptaiy BurgtTtftt ifftnii ad parUmtntiBtt Damni 
R*pty He. Ik ci^at rd tefimamMm figiilum wna* 
nmae apfgjiitnad. 

Here in this indented bill of return 'tis faid the ' 
baOiffs of the Burgh of Watlingford and the fellow 
BurgeOes made the ele^ion, in witnefs whereof they 
put the common feal of the Burgh to this bl)I| 
whereas in the former every one fet his particular 
feal to the returns. Now who they were that had 
the dilpofa], ordering, and dirc&'ng of the ufe 
of the common feal of any Burgh, fee hereafter in 
the obfervations upon the return for Windfor, 
in the fame 7th year of this King. 

In the return of Helfton, in Cornwal, in the Helfton. 
7th of Edward the Fourth, the words arc thcfe : 
Hm inJentwafaiia apud He^on- Burgh', (fc. inter 
' yeharmtm CelJbiU, Miliiim Viaumitem, Wc. ex parti 
utUj a Ricardum Lanargh, Mtgorem Burgi prtedtSItt 
Joharlnem Emmmt, fcf JshanTum Harry Ricchmuey _ _ 

ballivos ejufdeiH Burgi ^ Henricum GiSyety H otnnes 
a/iii Cembfrgenjis fuos Burgi pradiili, ex parte altera 
L * Tijiatmr 
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' fifiatiir, ^odiidim RitarJat, Jahanius Emma.t, 
Ricardu% Harry RIaivwe, Hmricus, i^ omnts alii 
Cemburgenfts Jut unanuni ejjinfu i^ eonftnfu, Etfc. 
EKgerunt Edwardum Gnuer iit ^Jlulmum Staveiy, ilfc. 

This indenture made at Helfton-Burgh, &c. 
between John Colfliill,- Knight, Sberif, &c. on 
the one part, and Richard Lanargh, Mayor of the 
Burgh atbrefaid, John £mmont, and John Harry 
Ricchowe, Bailiffs of the fame Burgh, and Henry 
Gellyot, and all other their fdlow Burgefles of 
the Burgh aforelaid, on the other part, witndTeth, 
that the fame Richard, John Emmont, Richard 
Harry Riccbowe, Henry, . and all other their 
fellow BurgefTes, by tbeir unanimous aflcnt and 
confent, &c. chofe Edward Gower and William 
'Stavcly, &c. 

Here the Comburgenfes, or fellow Burgefles 
of this town, v^ere in their ordinary value and 
efleem, equals to the Mayor and BailifB, - as 
being their fellow BurgefTes ; fo' that 'tis not hard 
to believe they were the commuDity, or governing 
part of theEurgh, 

Windfor. In (he 25th of Henry the Sixth, the return for 

Windfor was thus : H<rc indentura faiJa, fSc. Tef- 

iatur fuod Majer W Communitat Burgrn/um Burg! dt 

Nova IFindfort il'tgimus & tumnauimus dt ammtmi 

MnfiUa nefirt Rtgirum Fafnam, (J Ragerum Schtrman 

dial Bargi Burgenfts ad cempareTidum^ i£c. In jaa- 

rtim t^imantum figiUurriy commune omnium ^ JiaguU- 

• In the Ec- Tum Burgtnfmm^ tS" twmnumtatis fnedifla • ha-> 

'«u»dtaioii«ni. tetitium tleilhnem intfrejfenlium pTafentibui tfi appen- 

Jum, Pat. epud ffittdferef isfe. frffentibui Jahannt 

jtvtljTtf 
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^ifpit Majert Burgt prtt^Hi, JVillitlme Stbtnntm, 
PVilUztmii Trm/e, Ragtra Wtytt, Jcbamie Nainvey 
Saliivii, Jobanne Btihtwaod, Thema Swan, Jahannt 
Jimoeimdt Thgma Pm, Riearda Btraardf Can/laiii- 

Here we find die parlement Burgefles of New 
Wjndfor choTen by the Mayor }nd Community of 
the Burgefles of that Burgh. In witnefs whereof, 
^he common feal of all and {ingular BurgeHes, • 

and of the community aforcfaid^ which had voices 
-in the elcftioni was affixed to the indenture. 
Pated, 3cc. in the prefence of John Avelin, 
Mayofi William Schcmjan, William Trowe, 
^oger Wcte, and John Notewaye, Bailiffs^ John 
' 3e]^cwood, Thomat Swan, John Ruwelond, 
Tboipas Pcrs, Kichtid Bern»rd, Conftable$, and 

But in the 7* of Edward the Fourth, about Windfof. 
twenty four years afterwards, the return is much 
difierent, Prafins bilia indtntata faila, isc. 7'Jiotur 
gutd Jshamut Scat, frf mSitlitms KimfaU, BaHivi 
Burgi de ffiiidfort, & Comhurgitifit B«rgi pradi^t 
tligeruai WilUtlmum Evinttn fj Hinrmm Franttjt 
Burgtojii tjhidi ad perlemeHtum, frf. Jit a^us rii 
Itftitmnium J^ilhm ttmmunf appt/iurtintf id tfi^ 
figljivit tf Xiomhurg*'^*** ffgiUvm apfefutrmt. 

The Cmmtnitas Burgenfium^ in the former re- 
turn, and the Cmburgenfes in the latter, were the 
fame body of men j that is, thofe with the chief 
officers made thegovcrningpartof tbeBurg^, who 
in mofti if not all corporations have the conmon 
L3 feal 
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feal at their difpofing, and by their only con&nt , 
it is to be affixed to any writing. See the rci 
turns for Oxford, in tlic fccond of Henry the 
Fifth, and twcpty-fifth pf Henry the Sixth, 
here before mentioned, for the clearing of this 
matter. 

Reding. In the fame 25tliof Henry the-Sixth, the return 

, vas the fame for Reding. Hitc indenmroy ^c. 

Ttftatur^ juid JUS major ^ ammunitai Bwgi df R^r 

djnge trdinavimui ^figimut, iS mntinavimui de cammmd 

anjiiio nojlra Simen Keat iH David Gower dUii Burgi 

Burgmjes ad cBtnparmdum, (:1c. In quorum teftima- 

niumjieillum commune omnium (^ Jinguhrum B'^S'"' 

* IntheRe- fium i^ communitalis pradiita • bahentiuin efeffimtm 

^wcl«aioiiem> inlertfffntium pr^fentibus ijl afptnjum.- Dal, apud 

Reding, Ijrc. Prmfeutibui Jeanne Sawyer, A^ojtrt 

Burgi pradilii, Roberto Morys^ IVillielma Slepper, 

Bdwardi Liiiacre, 'Jiihanm JVeft, Thtma Geldiure^ 

Conftabuiariis, Ricarda Farle, Bartbokmte Jt'Sur^ 

3d!ivir,i£aHh. 

Reding. So in the -fame 7th year .of fdward tiie 4tb, 

the words of tlie return were the fame, exc&pt.the 
Jiames, Pnifeta iilla indenUim, He. ^fietiir gfifd 
Williibnm Bluet (^ Jehamus Brode^ SaUivi Furgi d( 
Rdddinge^ Cemi/wginfti Burgi pra££}i ex utumvu 
affinfu W ctnfenfii ti'g*'^* Jahaipltm Bnkife ^ Joboit' 
t/l)t.TvM- riem JJpfion, Burgenjti£Jjen^adpariementum Domini 
^ Regis, £^. J'i.,qijus reite/ittfioniumJigillHmcomtnunt 

■fr^fentibus ^ftfiterunU ' There needs no other 
.obfervation heje, than what ^as inade upon 
the foregoing .tct^cns ior Windfor ifi the lame 
years. 

Th» 
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The return for Len in NoriF. Seventh of Ed- Lm. 
wird the Fourth, was, Major ^ cammunitas iligt- 
runt HtnrUum Btrmmgham if Jf^iUUlmum I^iken, 
Burgenjet villa ^ Surgi ten, £iff. In the tweif^ 
of .Edward the Fourth, it was the fame in the 17th, 
it wai ASajer (^ Burgenjei frafi, et cemmiimtatt 
fUgtruntf iic. 

So for Goat Yarmouth in tb^ County, for the Y»rmouth. 
faiae yeif, BiOiv! y nm^ianitas villa mogme Je- 
tumiithf fligirutit Jeben. Jtu/s, & Jiban. Tymperlty ad 
tffind. ad farlmtmumy &c. In the lath of this 
King it wis^Ballivide tammuni a/Jat/uviila tligtrunt-, 
iig. In the 17th of the fame King it was, - 
'fiaUhm ttmmunitei uaanimi afftnju iligtrunt, ^c^ -^ 

Tti» Qtea^in^ zni intent of the letums whs the 



.In the j2th of pdward the Fourth, J^ar £tf Well*. 
f^tt^Hn^fi wuinimi afmju tf confivft lUgtriaU Jf- 
bantum Btynten W fhllielmim Mury ctvei avitafit 
fyiUm/it ad inttrtjftnd. inpreximt parlevunie opud 
^tfimiiifi. Jtfc, As by. the retlirn for Wells in 
Spme^etfliire, -for that year appwirs and die 
, 4i]^ .return changing the names is 10 the i7(h year . 

Ib tb« return ^ Brideport, _i7ih (^Edward ^e Bridepsrt, 
Fourth. BflSivi tt" aurgpt/ei de Bridtpsrt par 
ia^/f(« ff ^pfi"/""' *BtiM Burgi tmrnmitatis tligt- 
%nt fitTM^ ^*i>trgk^ ^btrtum ffill, duat Sw 

L4 I" 
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Coldefier. 



A TREATISE of 
In the 7th of E4ward the Fourth, only five 
Burgefles of Colchcfter, n»ned in the return, 
choofe two Burgefles, William Ford and John 
Boteler, in the County-court, holden at Chelms- 
ford, for the parlement mentioned in the writ, &c, 



In the 1 2th and 17th of that King, the returns 
were thus, Biilivi Burgi Cohhejier, f^c, Eli^ifeu-; 
runt per majorim partem Burgenjium magisfiiffidentium 
Johan. Wright W Johan. BattUn. EJJind. pro Burr, 
go ilk ad parlementum, &c. 

In the fcvcnth of that King, Jolin HerthuU, 
Efq. John Fiflier, of Warwick, and only ten 
more named in the indenture of return, did in the 
County-court, holden at Warwick, on the Mo^r 
day next before Whitfunday, choofe E'dward 
Durant and Benedi£t Lee, Burgtjftt pro Burg^ 
villa Warwick, to which indenture the Sheriff^ 
on one part, and all the twelve electors on the 
other, put to their feals. 

'Tia not feid in the return of what quality any 
of thefe eleftors were, whether Mayor, BailiiB, or 
what others, yet it cannot be doubted, but they 
were of the beft and moft fubftantial Burgei{es~, 
and were at leaft part of It, if not the whole com- 
munity, or government of the town. 

In the i2th and 17th years of that King, tiie 
Burgefles were alfo chofen in the County-court, 
but not faid how, or by whom, for their names 
are only indorled en the ^rit, with their nunucap. 
tors, and likewife only mentioned in the indenture 
' ' ' «f 
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of return for the cpunly. Yet, by a parallel m? ■ 
Fum, we may make a more than probable con- 
jefiure, they were chofen by the chief magiftrate, 
'^ magiftra^s, aird ^e community of th^ town. 

For in the 15th of Edward the Secpnrf, afltef Lincoln, 
the Knights of the Shiie, indorfed on ^he King's 
writ of fununonsa the citifcns of LIpcoln follow ifl 
the fame mediod with their m^ifucaptqrs, and m 
the fane fonn bere underwritten . 

Manucaftertt Henri»,tU J^Uaharfi, Hnittt (htutn 
^lulatit Lfinstbi. 

fohmnf Fewler, de Untdx. 
Jdtm 4ti M^rraji dt eadrm. 

Manucapicrii Tbamte Gamelf aHerius chium tiviie- 
fif dt IJ/utln. 

PhiHppui A£Ua^s dt Linttln. 
Ragerus Ingieyi df tedm. 

The like returns are in the dors of the writ for GrtmOiy and 
Grimiby and Stanford, and then it follows, Et. Sunfwd. 
mn plura dvitatit feu Burgi in commtatu Lintehf 
^pftonand Grantham being omitted. 

Here is oaVf a bare return qf the names of the 
atiiensofthe pity of Lincoln, with their furcties, 
who were to be at the parlement to be holden at 
Yoric, dirce weeks after Ea^r, without any men- 
tion, how, or by whom chofen. Yet, by the 
' pjGtitioR, certificate, or return following, which is 
f^ fewed to the Kui£^s writ, directed to the 
\ Sheriff 
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Sheriff of Lincolnfhire, it appears they were 
eleiled by the Mayor ajid ComrooiUl^ of the city 
ofLincpifl. 

J irts nihh ham ^ fage Sire William if Byrmmi^ 
Jidtire y la Camminalty dt NiceUj ^uant quid dmmt b" 
poeia^ D'oneri itf rtvtrauei, fur a§ Sire, ^id neui 
oottK EJlutz, Henry de Hakethomy £^ TTmruis Gamei 
las Cencileym^ de vem'r an fmrUmfKt neftrt Signeur U 
Jioi\ par la titee de Nocaie filone It purport le brief U^ 
mjlrt Seigneur le Rti, i^ are U ^t Thetitat tu ft 
Deggne venir fur riftt que nous favoms /aire, pur muj 
Sire noui ^ruons Eflvtz A-Iayn Je Hodeliton >« le 
Stu le d/t Thamat^ tf faire ^ ajjiatir pur la ditt fiUt 
JUuu It t/Kf^t le 4ff l""**/* W veut Prism Cber Sirt^ 
Ji( VMS ple^, fiule dif ifea, Et Alayn yoUiis refeti- 
virt pHT la citee avqnf dite. En tefmygutince dt qutlr- 
fit e^ « i^rex prfefenis dvam mis le fta( dt »afir$ 
meiretee, Dan a NicsU'le fecoadt jeur dt ^tiifty lait ^ 
raga n^rt Seigneur It - J^' $dward out Vftfi qui t>it^ 
Gardty .^{w'n/KMif. 

Bcfides, that 'tis manifeft from thjs ccrtific9t|t 
and returii that the Mayor and Cbninionalty of th^ 
city oif Lincoln, e^fled tliefe two ci^fcns to re(>rer 
fent them in p^rlement; there are fcveral 6dier 
things may be obferved from it: As fir^, (Iwt 
Thomas Gamel, one of the citifens, though \t had 
two manucaptors returned with him on the don 
of the writ, yet woiild not' go to the parkinent 
for any thing the May«- and GomnKHialty of tfa« 
fity knew wint to do'. SeconiMy, that .dicy 
WJtlwut any q^h.er, or new writ, after his nalBe 
jipas returned to the fbcritf', ani] by him indtw^ed 
pn,the writ, and returiwd wit£ tDro manucsptois 
for his appearance at the day and pitce appointed 
for 
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for the parlcuqit, cIcAol -another citifep, Alayv 
^e HfKtelHon Iii his pliiu, and ddired Sir WUliun 
^yrminnc, (then M^f of the ^lls, and Keeper 
of the Seal, ip the ^bferice or ttme of indirpofitioi) 
of John ^ifhop of Norwich, then Lprd Chanceilor) 
that he being thus cle<£lcd bythctn, according to 
the form of (he firfl writ of the King, inight be ra- 
peived with tfac other citifenflenry dc Hakethom, 
4irft elected wjt}i Game!, as citifeh for this parle- 
(nent, upon tt)e Iblayor's feal of oj^ce affixed (o 
iljis certificate. Xhirdly, if IJodeifton fate, as in 
all prababili^y tie dj^, t^ere could not then be fuc)! * 
^ne niceties ^d .pu|i£tilipes in tfie return of par- 
lement lyrits, as at this prefent, 

HoVf Cirencvflicr in Gloucefierfliire came to 
-fend Burgees, .12 Jacobi* J know not, it leitf 
|ione before tlut,titDe.that J c^ifind. 

In the return for the city of Rocheftcr, in ^ Recheficr. 

17th of Edward the Fourth, the Words were very 
jgeneral, and thefe following. Hiee indtnturafaSa 

apud Rechefter, &c, Ttftetur qued WlUitlmus Mun- 

gebam^ Major ctvitatU rofftn una aim emtnhus^ V 
Jmgulis dviiui, f^ cummumarih ejufdtm dvhatis eligt* 
.runt £9* namirutverini jfehan. Kyrten & WllSehnum 

fitveri, ad ejfend. civafro dvttat, lie. 

Tpe meaning whereof ii, that the Mayor, to- . 
,09^^r with all ^f)d Angular citifens, and com- 
- ,fEi)i|ieV> thjlit M* vi^ ^^ vid every citifen, -who 
^Sq^s ,f connmuner, aifd «f the community pf the 
. ,<P^> .whfdlt vnf u ^H^ V tp fay, the whole 
community 
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' communUy of the city chofc tbem for the eemtm* 
niariii or famminiarii of tile city of London^ are 
the Common Council Men thereof, and a &Ik& 
number of the moft worthy, and able citifenc, as 
appears by the ftyle of the Common Council in th« 
city books, Cammwu concilium tent, in eamerm 
Cuil/ihallt fivitatif Lendett, &c. Carpm Tali, A^- 
jore civitaiii, &c. Thcfi after the names of the 
aldermen pr^fent, and flierifFs, it follows, Na 
Hon taajori parti ci>miti''i'"^erti^ diita civitatis in cem- 
muai concilia tune iS ibidtm ajftmblat, and it cannot 
be doubted but the commoners of the city of ^o- - 
chel^er ivere (lerfotis pf (he fi)ttie ^Qtiditiofi. 

path and ^^ ^^° '?^ *^^ l?*^'* y^^^ <^ Edward th« 

^)ridgewater. Fourth, the returns of Badi and Bridgcwater in 
Somerfetlfaire, are thus penned. Hta indenturat 
fcc. Tejiatur qutd eivts tivittdii Bation. £» vntaii- 
mi offtnju eligeruHt, tic. ffillitlmum Haymt fff Rj}- 
htrtumBattn, id:- 4d ijpnd. ad parliame^K'nt &«• 
So for the Burgh, flaf indaifi/ra, &c. fefiatyr 
fmdBttrgenffs Burgi de Bridggrtvaiir unani^i ajftnju 
tUgtrunt Thsmqm Tremalty^ W yebannem Kendale, pro 
Burgea^us dOJi Burp ad ijjindum ad parliameti' 
tUTB, i^c. 

How the eleAions have b^fi made 'm the Burgh 
of Bridgcwater, Itticp the date of thefe i^its, and 
of late time^, 1 cani)Qt fay. But in the city of 

tr]IVi>''Bre» Bath, thev have always been made fil only 
«I.RriiYtv». , , ,, ' .,, ^ ■ „ V, ., 

p. 317. by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Counal, 

confining of thirt)'-one perfons and- no more, avt- 

wichHandlng thefe getiehal words, CiveswBur- 

■gtnfis, or at leafl, Major^'^Aldermamtiy li eha 

i/egeruittj havc been in moft of their returns. 

la. 
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in the I3tti year of King Charles the Secoad^ 
l66i, Alexander Popham, and William Pryn, 
Efquires, were chofendtifens for the city of Bathy "> 

by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citifens, as ia the 
[2] return, of which the whole number that [i]IUd.p.jij. 
clewed them were but twenty one perfons, of the 
thirty one above-mentioned. There happened a 
controvcrfy about this eledton, there being two 
competitors [3] cbofen by one Alderman, five [3]IU'-M>7) 
Common Council Men, and thirty-two Freemen, 
the quefiion before the Committee of Privileges, 
and the parlement was, [4,] whether all the Free- [4]IUlL^JlS, 
men and citifens of Bath had, and ought to have 
voices in the eleAion of citifens to ferve in parle- 
ment, or only the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the city. That the choice had 
been always made by the latter wai clearly proved. 

The principal matter then [j] infilled upon by [j}iU4.mx«. 
the competitor's couniel, was, that the eledions ' ' 

were made in the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and citifens of Bath, which word citifens, muft 
fiecellarily, and of common right be intended of all 
the citifens, and freemen of the city, who are 
citifens, and not of the citifens- only, that are 
Common Council Men. 

To this it was, or might have been anfwered. 
That Knights of the Shire are faid to be chofen 
by the county, or the whole community of the 
county, and yet thofe words do not extend to all 
the inhabitants of the county, though never fo 
rich, for tradeflnen and others whofe eftates are in 
money or goods^ nor copyholders, or leafeholdeis 
have any voice in fuch elevens. And the com- 
mons 
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Mens ilfonblet} in pzrlemea^ iie ufiially ftiled tb^ 
Commomtty of tbe Realm, nay all the Commons 
of the Realm, ac in the Stat, of ■ProrUbrs^ 2$ 
Kdward the Third', am) odiers ; yet an a fele^ 
BumberofperTonseleAed, incmfted, and autliofized 
fiot by half the inhabitants of England, So that 
diotigh the wontt Civit ^ Bia'gtnfii'Vaij in fome 
Cafes, and in their ftfll latitude, extend to alt 
Otifens, BurgefTes, or Freemen, and inhabitants 
atfo of Cities and Borghs, yet in many others, and 
moSt fmpiefldy in this panicular cafe of elefiors, 
they ^e retrained to fcMne felcA number of 
Citifcns and Burgefies, or to the chief MagiArates 
end Common Council. Whoever dcfires further 
finisfiAton in diii point, may pcrufe Mr. Pryn's 
Bnvia Parliamentaria Redivivoi firoin page 320 to 
.gagejaS. 

ClmakB4 Infernal counties the Citifens and Bui^efles 

faS^^ were thofen in the County Courts *ith the 
Ctmtt, Knigbts^ on the day of the Knight's eledion in 

the fame court, and jointly returned in one inden- 
ture cfpecialiy before the Stat of the 23d of 
Henry the Sixth, and in fome afttr that; there 
wer^ Commonly feat four or five Citt&ns or Btir^ 
gefies from tbe refpeflive Cities, or Burghs, whereof 
the Mayor, or chief Magistrate was uiuaHy ontf, 
to the County Court. ^n( dt ajfen/u tatius etmmu- 
hitatis, tivitaiis vel Burp eligtrunft &c. Who by 
adent of the whole Community of the city or 
Bur^, from which they were fent, did chooie 
Citifens and Bui^Ces, who gave them full and 
fufficicnt power for tbemfelvcSt and the community 
of the Cities and Burghs, to do and confcnt to fuch 
things, as by Common Council fliould be ordained, 
Ciiie 
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One otonple <rf thcfe matas m«y lie feen io the 

• Appeiidix which was mai* for SomerfeUhire, • N. i+. , 

in the fecond of Henry the Fifth, and the like is 

lifMSri record for Dorfctihire, in the £imc jeat; 

(here is tlfo in that year one for Wiltfhire, thou^ 

nAt in the very fame form, for which fee the • Ap- • K. 15. 

^endix (or DevonAirc in the 27th of Henry the 

Sixth, for Cambridge and Huntington, Warwick 

and Kent, and other Counties and Shires, in Mher 

ycari, 

BtifgeSeS t<a the town of Cambridge were CamtaUff. 
thofen in the County Court in the 2d of Henry 
the Fifdi, in 4, 6, 1 1, 14, and 29 Henry the Sixth, 
and 17 Edward the Fourth. In the id of Heniy 
&c Fifths thele werechofen in the County Court, 
by t tvrtjvfe eledors only, £x ajfenfu Mm dm- IJ^j^JiJ^, 
niitmtalis iurgif hy alTent of the whole Community 
of the fiurgh. And from this time to the 22d of 
Edward the Fourth; being the laft returns in the 
Towerj there are but eight electors mentioned in Orclflit ictimt- 
the return!, whether the e]e£Hon was madein the ^^thc^eiM. 
County or To#fl Coiirt. In the 17th of Henry 
(he Sixth, t(ie deaion was made X by only eight t ">"• "- "T*- 
deSorii fat the Community of the Burgh, ac- 
£5rdi<ig.tii thi cuftdm of the liberty erf the Town. 
Zii the twenty-ninth of the fame King, theelcdion 
was made i^ the County Court, % by eight t «'• *»• **• 
ele^ors only, according to the cuftom of the town, 
vrtio we liamfed ih both returns. 

In flie 7th and lath of Edward the Fourth, the HuntiD^to* 
iilcflions for Huntington were made by 12 perlbhs '"^*1'^"^ 
otily; ttketebeinghoaflent oraiith6Tityof,orfrOm ^0^0, ' ' 
itiien nentioned in the letums. The like were 
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t6ade by 12 peifbns only for Wicemb tn Buckings 
hamfliirc, in the 12th and 17th of the ^me King ; 
and fuch as will fearch the returns, in the Tower; 
may find very many fuch cleSions made conflantly 
by a certain number oFeledors, in thefe and other 
towns, and even in fuch, where of late (fince the 
22d of King James the Firft) popular elections 
^ have ibmetimes prevailed: 

To all thcfe ififtances for the gfeater-proofi 
thlt the Communities of Cities and Burghs did' 
and uught to choofej may be added, that the 
Cittfens and BurgefTcs conllantly had from their 
particular Cities and Burghs, power to treat, 
do and confent for themfelves, and the faid Com- 
munities, according to the tenor of all vn'its, in 
ail times, and thofe, for whom they wtre to 
treat, do and confent, did, or moft' certainly 
ought to fend them : For the Citifens and BurgcBes 
reprcfented the Cities and Burghs, and were Truf- 
tees for them in parlement, as the Community, or 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, or the 
chief Magiftrate, and capital BurgeiTes, rq>re(ented 
them at home, in the Cities and Burghs themfelves, 
and were truftees for them there. For before 
bribery, meat ard drinlc, with infinuation and 
artifice, prompted to the mean and ordinary poor 
forts of BurgefTes, a right which anciently they 
never dreamt of, there were no contcfls between 
them and the Communities, or Commonalties, 
or the governing part of Cities and Burgefic* 
about the elei^on of Citifens and Burgeflt^ to re> 
prefent them in parlement, feeing when they re- 
ceived wages, it wa^ a burthen to thole that choft 
, and 
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EngUJb Burgbsj or Beurtughs. 
and fcnt them. And it is not eafily to be im^ined, 
pow ordinary men would contend for a burthen^ 
or reek a trouble. 

Beftdes, the returns are very uncertain, and dif- Retunii of 



are returned. Sometimes they are made according 
to the tenor of the writ, but moftly according to 
tiie form, fancy, and invention of the clerk that 
drew them up, without any ItritElnefs of words or 
delign to inform poflcrity, who were or ought to 
be eleAors. The writs were commonly in the az- 
tan of a vmin/aeiai, and the Cities and Burghs 
tetk. care only to fend their Citifcns and Burgefies 
according to the precept, which was the bulincfs 
of the government of the places, to which the 
writs were directed, and that was the beft judge 
wlioiras £ttcd to ferve them; there was then Ao 
flrUuig for voK^ or making parties or faAions to 
be ejc^d* 

Hitherto of the great probability, if not certain^, 
who anciently were, and now ought to be the 
plexors in dl Cities and Bgrghs, which have 
Chatters, and free BurgeJIes. But the difficulty is. 
Who wight to be eleflors in iuch towns or Burghs, 
^t have neither charter, cuftom, or free Buigefles, 
as in the cafe of * Cirencefter above<mcntioned . * Fol. 60. A.B. 

To this I fay, firft, that where there is neither 
charter, cuftom, or Burgefies, there can be do 
Burgh. 

Secondly, as to this particular cafe, I am apt to 

iKlicve Cirencefter was anciently no Burgh, for 

M amongft 
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amongft all the returns in the Tower, from the 
26th of Edwacil the Firft, to the 17th of Edward 
the Fourth, there is not one for that town. 

Thirdly, I fay, that becaufe fevcral towns hav.e 
fent Bi.rgeffes or members to parlement, therefore Cp 
aJTert accoidjng to the vulgar opinion, they i^uil t}e 
Burghs, or, as they call them. Burghs by prefcrip- 
tiun, as not having Charter 6t BurgefTes, is an 
error occafioncd by want of due obfervation an^ 
perufal of ancient re;;ords, 

for, no Man that I IcnoiT of hath taltm noCKK 
of tena:)ts in ancient demtiafns, having been feat 
to, and having fat in garlement. And feveral of 
. t^bofe tpiyns that fent thetn, were fuch as' might 
have no charters conf^ituting them free Bufghs, 
and confequently h^ no firee Burgeflis, for, as it 
hath be^n faid and proyed befor^ thefo vrfic made 
[i]Hcrcr.47. fuch by [r] charters only, and tbt grant of 
*^'a^°a.*it b.^' ™y*l liberties, by which Cities and Burghs ' were 
conftituted. 

But it vrill be faid, that never was atiy writ 01: 
fummons directed to the flierifB^ to fend to' any 
town of the King's ancient demeafns, to chooi^ 
and fend two tenants to parlcment, as tlHere was 
for Cities and Burghs,- tp fend Citifens and Bur- 
geffes. 

To this I reply, and do confefs, I never did fee 

fuch writs or fummons diredted to any iherifl^, 

Ttntati In or tenants in ancient demeafns, to fend anjr of 

meif" how 'heir own number to parlcment, nor was there 

ind by whom anv HCcd of It, for the reprcfeotatives of fucb towns 

[cpielciitcii. . ' . ' f 
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as were Burghs by charter, and alfo the King's 
sncient detneafns, repreferitcd both the Burgellet 
and tenants too, and in Tome places might therefore 
%K chorcn by theiri both. 

Secondly, wheii it w>s left to the Iheriffs as 
hath been [2] fhewn before, to dire£l his precepts [•] Hetcf. jt, 
to what Burghs, towns, or places he pfcafed, he S** **•**• 
might fend them to fuch large towns of the King's 
ancient demeaftis as had a marlcet only by conve- 
nience and pcrmilGon, or charter, without thecon- 
ftitutiveclaufeofaBurgh, or freeBurgeffes, forlt 
was a hard matter todiftingiiilh fuch marlcet towns 
from ^lirghs, which by outward appearance, in 
many things could not be diftinguilhcd, feeing they 
always paid the fame tallages and taxes that 
Burghs did, they were free from [3] toll all over [l] Regiikr«f 
the kingdom, free from £^] contributing to the [4] Appsmt. «. 
wages of Knights of the Shire, aiid free from fuit '^ 
to hundred and County-court, as Burghs Were. 
They only wanted Burgh liberties and royalties, 
free ^urgefles, a Merchant-gild, or trbmmunity 
and peculiar officers, which were the chara£te- 
rifticks of a Burgh, and were created and pai&d by 
Charter, which the Iberifis might not take no- 
tice of. 

Laflly, whetl fome therifis might call for the 
charters, and enquire after the free BurgelleS 
of fome towns, they might not find ahyi cir be in- , 

formed there was none, which Ibmetimes might be 
the caufe of fome n^ativc returns, that thi^re wen 
no mote Burghs in fuch at fuch a county, thatf 
what they then returned. 

M a When 



D,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



164 A TRI ATI SE of 

When therefore there doth wife a difpute about 
elcdions, by whom they ought to be made, in fuch 
town as have neither charter nor Burgeiles. The 
anfwcr is ready, that they ought to be made by the 
Freeholders, fuch as are poffeffed of the ancient de- 
tneafn lands, or thofe which anciently by one way 
9r other had been in the crown. 



Uoft oftln From the 17th of Edward the Fourth which are 

Writ. Md R<- the laft returns of parlement in the Tower, now 

turnt left, fine* "^ j • "» 

thcreigaofEd. known,, to the firll of Edward the Sixth, the re- 

' ' turns are all loft i there are two bundles in the 

Chappel of the Rolls in the time of Henry the 

Eighth, but not legible. Two other bundles tn 

the reign of Edward the Sixth, ift and 6th, Five 

bundles iti the reign of Queen Mary. Seven in 

the reign of Queen Elizabeth. TTiree in the 

reign of King James the Firft, and fivi in the 

reign of King Charles the Firft, and no others 

either in the Petty-bag, Crown-office, or in any 

other known place, untill the reign of King 

Charles th« Second, 



Returni Cncc And thefc return* here are notmucfa unlike thole 
tluTeiriiS^ in the Tower, as may appear in thefe iew inllanccs, 
being alfo different in moft places, according to 
- the derklbip of thofe that made them. 



til Reicrn. Chcping-Wicomb in Buckinghamlhire. [1] 
Ed"vT"'ln'' ^^ itidiatura ttflaiur^ Std ^narf m^w W Burgtnfis 
Cipeiii Rotuior mumimi ajftnfu ii emfinfa tUgtruntj &c. In aijui 
Witoub. • ffi tiJUmtmim m^^ (flT But^mpsfigiUimfiaan a^f- 
finrunt. 

fat 
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For the fame town, Hac [2] indfotura ti/latur, tOIMd-tW. 
&"*. ^tud majirr, baUivU ^ Burgmfei unanim 
affenfu eUgeruHt, (Jc. In (UJui rei Iffiirnniitm rmgor 
btUiva ttf Bitrgenfts JtgiJlum fuum'appofiurunt. The 
(amc return in i Mar'ne. And the eleaions of 
Mayor, fiurgdies, and town-officers, were then 
madeby afel^ number, under the name of Mayor, 
fiaiiiffs and Burgeilcs, ever lince, except for a 
few years laft paft, as alio the parlcment member* 
cxclufive of the ordinary freemen. 

Reading in Berkfhire. HMl^lindrnturattflaturf fj]."*'*-'- 
&c. ^jud majtr^ Burgtnfes fJ CommutiilM Burgi, Retdinc. 
trdinavimus, eliginuu, fsT rwminavimui, &c. In eujut 
rii uftimonium majar & Bttrgenjts Jigilium fimm imt~ 

Nno Jflndfir, tias major Burgen/ii ^ Cammunitas [4] Itoi. i. 
[4] Neva Windfir ex unanimi ajfenfu ttf tenftn/u j^j, 
neJirU eUgimuSt &c. Windlbr. 

What this community w commonalty of New- 
Windfor was, may be feen in the charter of % Ed- t *" *«•>"*• 
ward the Fourth, inroUed in the Exchequer in 
Eaftcr term, in the 7th of that King, roll the 4th, 
with the King's remembrancer, and in the loth 
year of the fame King, in the fame term, roll the 
5th, with the treafurer^ remembrancer. By which 
chatter 'tis plain, that the corporation, or body 
politic, and the community, was the fame thing. 
% Cenadimut Edmundo Pury mac majori, ntcnan Tie. % HM- 
Shtrmtm £? WillitlmeSttphen baUivisdifla vilUtdtNeva 
ffind/ar & Burgenfthuii & inhabiltmliiai ejufdem 
viUatquidipJiBurginfesy ii ItihabitanUiy (i.e. the Bur- 
M 3 gefles 
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A^mmunitr gcflos rcfident, that dwclt in the town ) dttattnfin. 

Cerponic. '1 perpetuUm unum ierpui in rg fS mmint (^ una ' 
CoMmunitas perpetua corporata Je una 
nm/artff dutbui halUvis, ac Sargen/iius ejufdm vilLe, 
iffiqui ttugor laUivt H Burgenfes fuaeffiontm habtant 
pirptiuam, W qiud ipfi majar ballivi, & Surgenjii tf 
Juutjforti fuiptr nomine MajariSi Balliverum, (^ Bur- 
gtnfmmy dt Nma Windfor placitart W impladtariy &e. 
,- I And that thefe Burgefles were a feledl nTimber oF 
the chief inhabitants of the town, it appears by 
the town books, in whicti the tranfaflion of the 
Burgh and Corporation have been noted, and from 
time to time fct dowir. Thefe Burgeffes at firft 
were the King's tenants, as appears by anoth* 
- ILlt-piLiEd. J charter of Edward the Fourth, Sciatit, quodctcfn 

Mirti^^r in- Eitwardut nuptr Rtx JnglU primus ptji cenquejhtm^ 

ipeiimui. anceffarit pro ft W bceredibut fuii, quod villa fua dt 

Nova Wind/or dtinctfs Liber Burgut tffitt h quod 

^ 'PROBI HOMINES SUI ijufdem villa; (J eorum Ha~ 

rtdei, ^ fucee^rtt, LlfiEKi Burgekses bssent, £^ 

gildau mercatoriam haierenit Stc. 

m^r'ali^ ' T^^^^ trading giW, fellowfliip, community, or 
facicty.yiuA fraternity, was in thofe times, with the privileges 
"'* ' belonging to it, the very conftitution of a Burgh, 

and was always a feleA number, dilhlbuted into 
feveral ranks and orders, and the whole fellowfbJp 
or fraternity of the gild of New-Windfor, as it 
had been formerly eftabliflied according to the 
ancient ufage and cuftom of the town, is explaineil 
]Pit.tjtc.i. and confirmed in the X charter of King James the 
& Ml. \o the Ficft» wherein the old name of the Burgh, or cor- 
Appenj. N. i9_ poration is continued, viz. the Mayor, Bayliffs 
and Burgefles of New-Windfor, &c. And 28 
or not above 30) of the bell, and tnoft worthy in- 
habitants 
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habitants of the Burgh arc appointed to be.th« ' 
number of the fraternity of the Guild-ha)l of the 
Burgh, and to be the Common Council of the 
Burgh, and ailKtant to the Mayor apd Bailiffs of 
the fame Burgh, in a)l matters and things touching 
^he fame. Of thefe 28 or ^o brethren, thirteen 
were to be called Fellows or Benchers of the Qild- 
hall i and of them thirteen, ten were to be called 
Aldermen or chief Benchers, out of which the 
Mayor is to be chofen, and the two Bailiffs out of 
the brethren of the Burgh. Here we have the 
myflery of the community or corporation unfolded, 
thdt it confillcd of a Mayor, two Bailiff's, and 28 
pr to Brethren of the Gild-hall, who were the 
^ayor^Bayliffs, and BurgelTes, according to the 
ancient ufage and cuftom of the town. And if the 
ancient charters, writings, and monuments of all 
Surghs, or pretended Burghs in England,' were in< 
fpefted, judicioully examined, and compared one 
with another, the meaning of the word, commu- 
HITAS, community, (or, as vulgarly tranflated) 
the commonalty, would be as clear and pcrfpicuous 
as it is in this place of Windfor, or any other 
City or Burgh. 

The indenture of return for Parlement-Burgeilet 
in the 15th of King Charles the Firff, 1639, runs 
thus, % This indenture made the 6th day of t in tha Biw 
March, in the 15th year of King Charles 1639. for that year, 
between the Mayor, Bayliffs, and Burgeffes of the IJS'r^' 
Burgh of New Windfor on the one part, and 
George Furefoy, Efq. High Sheriff of the county of 
Berks, oa the other part, witneJieth, that the faid 
^AVOK, BaYLIFF?, AMD BuRCEsSES, with their 
mutual 
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mutual free alTent and confent, have elei£ted and 
choTen Sir Arthur Ingram, and Sir Richard 
Harrifon, Burgcffes, itc The like return is in 
tnu* the]: 39th of Queen Elizabeth, and before; and 

all the reign of King James the Firft, and King 
Charles the Firft, until theycari64i, kc. 

fjJWd. I. Thetford in Norff. Hac [5] indtntura uftatur, 

TbeiTord. ^^- ^">^ major, Burgtnfti W alii hcmiius de com- 
muni Cenciiio, W congrtgatiene diHi Burgi, una vet 
tUgimus, anfecitnuSf erdinavimus & in loca nojiro pa- 
fuimusy &c. In cujus Rii tejitmonium nns rnajor ii 
Burgtnjes Jfgillum no/jrum eammum appom ftcimut. 
Tbe fame return is in the Fird of Elizabeth, (Ik 
Burgefles names only excepted. Here the Mayor, 
Eurgefles, and other men of the Common Council, 
aridfuchasufed tocometotownorBurgh-meetings, 
were the elei^rs, which agrees with the praftice at 
tbi» day, 

TI.1: raft be- In the cafe between Sir Jofcph Williamfon, and 

»■«" s*f J"- Mr. Hevcningbam, the firft chofen by the Mayor, 
foa mil Uc. Burgefles, and Commonalty of Thetford, the other 
iK^ThrtfortT c'lofc" ^y '•""^ "f ^^ foremeptioped electors, and 
alfo by the major p^rt of the freemen of the town. ' 

The report of the [5] Committee of Eledioni 
^.wTi... m«. (Q ^t^ houfe concerning the election at Thet- 
jicob. II. ifiSj. ford. 
(.193. 

Refolved, that 'tis the opinion of this CommittK, 
that the right of eleflion is inthe Mayor, BurgefTes, 
(which arc ten) and in the Commonalty, or Com- 
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mon Council (which are twenty] amounting in 
the whole to thirty one. 

Refolved, f;] that this houfc doth agree with [?] I'''''- 
thc Committee, that the right of eie^ion is in the 
Mayor, Burgeffes, (which are tenj and in the 
Commonalty, or Cooinion Council, (which are 
twenty) amounting in the whole to thirty one. 

By all thcfe ancient and later returns, out more 
efpecially if compared one with another, it is mani- 
fcfl that in very many cor.troverfies about ele^ions 
ihe Houfe of Commons have been frequently 
miftaken in the meaning of thefe indefinite expref- TheHoafcof 
fions. Major ^ civety Majar & BargtnfiSy Mejur if ftakenin thm 
Cemmumtas, or Major, Bitrgen/u, £rf Communitat fo^i^jgljt, 
lUg^runt, underftanding thereby all Citifens, Bur- •ip«»oM in 
gefles, or. Freemen in general of fuch Cities and wriu.**"'" ** 
Burghs, when as they were only a fele£t number, 
which nianaged the afiairs and government of 
thofe places. 

Nay, when or where it is faid in fome fine re- 
turns Majar, (S emnts Burgatfis, ff Camminarii 
ekgtrunt, thofe words are moft commonly, if not 
always to be underflood in a limitted and reftrained 
fcnfc, which was; that the Mayor, and all the 
chief Burgeflcs, or the Mayor and all fuch Burgelles 
(which are the fame with Aldermen though they 
wanted the title) and Commoners fuch as were of 
the Common Council, or ought to be at City or 
Burgh congregatioijs or meetings did choofe, &c. 
Who always were a fele^ number, exclufiveof the 
bulk of common^ ordinary, poor Freemcni Citifens, , 



DoiizcibvGoogle 



A TREATISE of 
or Burgefles of the loweft rank. And the omttei 
Burgtnfis Camrninariiy fif alii haminii Burgi, did 
moftly tignify no other pcrfons than all the Bur- 
geflcs, Men^ and Commoners, who were or ought 
to be at public meetings of the Btirgh or Citj-^ and 
did banfafl the ufual bufmefs ofthc place. 

Add to this, what hath been faid before, con- 
cerning the great error about the meuiing and Sig- 
nification of the word Communltas, and that thertf 
were very few ancient writs and returns made upon 
them, to be fcen in the Record-Office in the 
Tower, before Mr. Pryn, in the year 1660, and 
1661, found fo many lying confufcdiy amon:>fl 
rther records in the White Tower, as made ninety-r 
feven bundles, which he mentioni in his Brevla 
Parliarntntaria Rtdiviva; by which men might 
have been hetter informed. And it vrill fccm no 
great wonder to find men guided only by the founds 
of words, and byaflcd by popularity, to run into 
- opinions both pleating to themfelves, and the 
vulgar, and of late years, to have determined con- 
uoverfies about ele^ions accordingly, contrary to 
the mod common and frequent ancient ufage, in 
cleiElingCitilAis and Burgefles, and tenor of the 
returns of parliament writs in thofe times. 



FINIS. 
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De Burgo Magnae Jernemu. 

MEmorandum quod Filla Magnt Jernemu in Blbllo' 
non modico tempore ante conqueHum ex- thecaCot- 
titit Situata per progenitores Regis Angils fuper ton.Clau> 
portum Magna yernemu^ oecafione preficui prove- dius.E.S. 
mentis de eodem ^nr/u, ad meliorationem ejus Villx f> $• A> 
percipicndi, & faflus fuii Burgus Regis. Unde in ^'' *• 
Sira qui vocatur Domtfday repcriuntur verba qux ^* '• ** 
fequuntur. 

GerneKiu lenuit Rex Edwardus fcmpcr feptuaginta Nordfale* 
Burgenfes tunc valuit cum duabus panibus Soche dc Ibid. 
tribus Hundredis i8 /. ad numcrum & pars Comitie LittleDo- 
9/. ad numerum, modo dua; partes J?f^iV 17/. i6f. mefday 
it quatuor Denarios blancas, pars Comitli le/. Boole, f. 
blancas, & Vittcomes habct quatuor librai & unum 'i^* *• 
andpilem Terra; de Gerruma, has quatuor libras 
dant Burgenfes gratis & amicitia. In eadcm habuit 
tempore Kegis Edward! Ailmarus Epifcopus quati- 
dam Ecdefiam San^i Benfidiifti, eandem modo ha- 
bct W. Epifcopus de Epifcopatu & Valet 20 r. 

totumreddit izi- degelto. 

Dimidium Hundredi de Luthinglond Gorlcfton Sodrulc. 
tenuit GuiTtus tempore Regis Edwardi qainque ca- Ibid. f. 
rucas Terrs pro uno Manerio, tunc viginti yuiam '83. «• 
modo duodcdmy Temper quinque Berdtnanni, tunc 
ptlnqut Sirvi, modo quatuor, tunc in Daminico duac 
carucie modo una, tunc boves V. caruc. modo III. 
Silvx quinque porcorum decern acne prati, tfts 

A Salina ' 
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Sa)inx tuncll. Runcini, modo duo, temper fr'/mrfif 
Qvcs, in Gerrumu. viginti quatuar pifcaUret ptrliiunt 
huic Manerie. 

ET Sciendum quod Ptcgmitorts Domini Regit te~ 
nutrunt pradiSum Burgum in manibus fuis preprits 
percipienda omnia proficua exeuntia di purtu pritdi£}af 
[i] Here u/qiu ad Umpus Regis Jehannis [i] qui conce^ flliam 
N. 2. pradiilam Burgenjibus Vilia pnediiiie ad fmdi firmam 
, reddendo fiii i^ hieredibui fuis quinquaginta i!f quinqtu 
iiifras per annum, "d quad fotvendum nihil aiiud habent 
tlfi ionfuetudinem, ta" alia proficua provenientia di poriu 
pradi£ls, nee capiant aliquas confuetudines dt rebut 
venditis vtl e/r.ptit in mcrcoie fuper terrain, nulla ttm~ 
pert anni. 
[a] yiz. Et podiiKKlum tempore R^s f 2] Henrici Anno 
Tenii Regni fui duodecimo onis aliquibus contetitionibus 
inter homines de Jernemut it Ragerum filium Ojberii 
CM/iodem Manerii de Luthinglond dc conruetudimhus 
i]uas idem Rogerus cepit in poitu prxdi£i(j contra 
iibertaies ipfoiium homirium de Jernemu, idem Do- 
mlnus Rex Anno Regni fui oraecii^o voleni ceniorari 
quae confuetudines peninuilTent praedi^is liominibus 
de Jernemu, & qux Manerio fuo dc Luiliin^ilondy 
ejfignavit Martinum de Patelhull ad Inquirendum fu- 
' per praemillis. Et fj£ta fuit inqulfitio apud Mignam 
Jernemu Anno Regis Henrici duodecima, Hacre- 
mento viginii quatuor de Comitatu Norfslcia, (J viginti 
quatuor dt Coinitatu Suffolda tarn Militum quam ali- 
oruin, per qu-^m quidcm inquifiii nem fuit com- 
penum, quod omnia Jliagna mercimonia vends de-' 
berent & difcarcari apud MagnamJtrtremUy ttf quod 
tata equa fpe£labat ad Homines de Jernemu, led quod 
minuta mercimonia iS viSiualia dijcarcari peierant vet'* 
fits partes de Luthinglond, vel verjus Jernemu pro v- 
luntate eadem adducentium, [Tout in Kecardo babito 
coram piaefato Manino, & Suciis fuis plchius ap- 
parel, Unde patet qUod Prarfripiia oaimam rerum 
Venalium, quam Johannes de Britannia, Comes 
Richmond Homines & Tenentes fui Villjnim 
Parvae Jernemu &Gorlefton penitus eft interrupta. 

PoHea vero prxdifti Burgenfes perciplenies quod 

per prse- iflam inquililionem fuerunt damnificati in 

hoc q^od navet: cum vi^aiibus poteram diicarcare 

verfus partes de Luthii^lond, prxcipiie cAaxjeifina 

t'f- 
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fifiatimit fdxt poii£i>nwa eonm prtficuum; acceflehint 
iid priedi^lum Dontmiim Kegem Henricum &obti< 
huerunt ab ipfo qOod idem Rck Henricus Anno Reg- 
tii fui quadragefimo pnediifto Manerio de Luthing- 
long in manu fua exil^ente per Cartam fuam akce^ 
iiRlem quod omtiia mtrcandifte (if merdmeKta tam de 
iifiihus qiiam de aliis rebils, ad portum de Jerrumi 
Jn navibus vel extra inventa per mantts hujufmodt 
ItlercandorUm deferentur apud magnam Jernemui 
Vendantur, &c. Quibus quidem Ilbertatibus prse- 
iA\St\ Burgenfes & Atiteceflbres fui ufi Alerunt pad* 
ficC. 



fife. 
in . 



D'eclaraiio Carta Regis Henrici tertn Ju* 
per liberiatibui f^tus Magnee Jernemu, 

SED pollca quia vid^attar pnefatis Burgenlibui 
<]uod verba cbntenia in Cana Dobiini Kc%i* 
Henrici priedi£ta nimis extittrant obfcura, accdK- 
hint ad nobilem Regem DominuOi Edwardum A- 
Tum Oomini Regis nunt, U petierunt fibi dedara- 
tlonetti fieri de Verbis aniediL^is, qui quidein Re;£ 
Xdwardui Avus, &c. per uvifamentuin rhagni Con- , 
tiliifui, prout patet in * memorandis de Scaccario 'Seettit 
fiio anno. Regtii fui triccfimo quarto, de Termino Record 
tannic Trinitatis, non obflante reclamatione Adse ■^o'eafwr 
Bacoun Clcrici, Johannis Kjrbel, & JohanniS de ""iwing. 
Bdton milTortitn ibidem per homines de parya Jer- *' 5 "' 
hemu&GoriiftonprWido ManerJode Luthinglond n,hereofit 
in manii ipfius Regis Avi extllente, coriceffii eciam evidently 
fiurgenfibus & Sncceflbribus fiiis quod omnia mer- »ppear» 
tendifx tc mercimonia qusecunque fuerint five de pi- what, a 
ftibus, feu de aliis rebus quibufcuntjue, quie infra freeBurgh 
diflnm Portum dii^EC Vtllx noliree magna: Jernemu was. 
in Navibus aut battllJs feu alio modo addud feu 5e- 
ferri contingeret, ut ibidem negotiaretur de eiltleM 
aptideandem Vlllam de magna Jernemu & non alibi 
infra portum prSedidum difcarcarentur, & Caufam 
exprimit ineadem Cartas * pro to quad pradiHa Villa * Note 
pta de tnagna Jtrnemu fuit * liber Bur^us fuut, & per thii re»« 
prt^enitores fuos iituata extilit fuper portum fuum ^^' 
prediftuiti, occafione profkut de eodem portu Aio 
A » pro- 
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provenicntis, ad m^Horathntm Villa fuce percipiendi, 
fiuibus cfuidem libertatibus iidem Burgtafes pod con- 
feflionem ejufdem Carta: ufi fuenint & gavifi, eo 
quod omnia mcrcandifsc & mercimonia infra portutn 
prxdii^um addui5ta tarn in Navibus Haminum, Se 
Ttnmtium ipfius Comiiis Villarum parvte Jernemu & 
Gorlefton, quam in Navibus aliorum quorumcunque 
cxpoli'a fuenint venditioni, vendita & difcarcata apud 
magnam Jernemu vinute Cartie prxdiifia;, & juxta 
tenorem ejufdem quod omnibus e(l publicum & no- 
torium in partibus cidem Villx roagnx Jernemu cir- 
cumjacentibus. 

Et Sciendum eft, quod omnes Ubtrtatts prxfatis 
Burgtnfibus concelTx per Cartas Regis fuperius an- 
notatas funt confirmatx. per~Dominum Edwardura 
Pairem Regis nunc, it per Dominum Rtgtm nunc ; 
£t in confirmaiione Patris Regis nunc, continetur, 
quad licit Burginfes priediSli, vel earum SucccJJores, alt- 
qua "uil aliqulhus llhtrtatum prteSilerum haflenut uji 
nenfutrunt, eifdem gaudiant l^ utantur. 



Carta Regis Edwardi tertii de Ubertattbus 
Partus Magna Jernemu. 

EDwardus Dei Gratia Rex Anglic, Dominus 
Hybernix, & Dux Aquitanise, omnibus ad 
quos prsefentes literx pervencrint, Salutem. Sciatis 
quod cum Celebris memorise Dominus Edwardus 
nuper Rex Avus nofter per Cartam fuam quam 
Dominus Edwardus nupcr Rex Anglix Pater nofter 
per Cartam fuam, & nos limiliter per Canam noftram 
conJirmavimus, coneeflifle Burgttifihus nojlris Filla 
nqflra magna yemtmu, quod qmnia mercandiffe & 
mercimonia quxcunque lint, five dc pifcibus ^ve de 
aliis rebus quibufcunque qux infra portum noftrum 
di<fVae ViIi3c>nollrx mignx Jernemu in Navibus aut 
batellis feu alio modo adduci feu deferri.contigerit ; 
ut ibidem n^otietur de eifdem licite & aperte, apud 
eandem Villam dc magna Jernemu & non alibi, in 
portum pnediftum difcarcentur, & per manus mer- 
candifas& merdmonta ilia ducentium f<u deferentium, 
& » il»d«Q venders voleatiuin, feu per manus fer- 
2 vientiuni 
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vientium fuorum venditioni exponantur, & ibidem 
quibus voluerint liberc vendantur, & emantur, ab- 
fque aliqiioforllallamento, vcl abrocamento, leu alio 
quovis impeditnento. Ita quod nuIJus forftallarius, 
abrocator, vel alius quicunque obviam eat Mercatori- 
bus cum pifcibus, aut aliis mcrcandiiis, & rebus ve- 
nalibus verfus prxdit^am Villam nonram venieniibut, 
ad aliqua inde emcnda, Teu forftallamenta, vcl abro- 
camenta in di£la Villa vel extra indc facicnda fub 
foTisfaefura ret empta, per quod difli Burgenfes, feu 
aliqui mercatores hujufmodi mercandifas & merci- 
monia ididem ducentes fuper emptionibus & vendi- 
lionibus fuis apud candem Villain noHramde magna 
Jefnemu faciendis, ad dttrimintum ejujdtm Villa ali- 
qualiter impediantur, prout in Carta noltra pieniuR 
coptinetur. Ac inter Johannem de Britannis Ce- 
mitem Richemond & Homines & Tenentes Tuos Vil- 
lanim parvx Jerncmu & GorlelVon ex parte una, & 
communitatem diflie Villie Magnx Jernema ex altera, 
occafKjnc quonindam impedimenlorum faSorum per 
prscfatos Bur^enfii colore di^x Carts difti Avi nol\ri 
(tit dicebatur) eifdem Hominibus & Tenentibus Vil- 
larum parvae Jernemu & Gorlefton de proticuis ca- 
piendis de carcatione navium venire volentium ad 
eafdem Villas parvae Jernetnu & Gorlefton, & de 
empiione & venditione reram vcnalium, Idtm placi' 
turn in diverjis Curiis mflris tarn Pariiamtntli quant 
aliis habitum fuijjil, quod in placito illo inter eafdein 
partes per nos & Concilium noflrum conGderatum 
' fuit quod idem Comts, fc H^redes fui, Dec non Ho- ' 
mines & Tenentes diflarum Villarum parvse Jcrnemu 
it Goilellon Hacredes & Succetlbr^ lui propria: na- 
vas fuas cum rebus & mercandilis in eifdem Navibus 
carcatis, feu de allece, feu de aliis pifcibus, rebus, & 
mcrcandiiis quibufcunque ad eafdem Villas parvx 
jernemu & Gorlefton carcare & difcarcarc, & res & 
mercandifas fuas ibidem venditioni exponere, & alias 
commodum fuum inde facere valcant, pro corum 
libito voluntatis, folvendo inde ibidem illii quos nos 
vel hxredes noftri ad hoc deputaUmusca'^MmasAiYtn^.i 
& confuetas quadam fub milllonc quonindam homi- 
num, & tcnentium, dictarum Villarum parvic 
Ternemu it Gorlefton, & ciiam quocundam Bur- 
eenjium diflic Viilx magnee Jerncojiu, ad quofilam 
A i tie 
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t See the de conGIio noftro ad * di£luin negotium intn partem 
pext Re- pnedidas tinaliter lerminandam, nee non guadam 
' ford. ordinatione per iplos de eodecn Copfiljo inter eardem 

N. 1. b. panes iiide h&z, feupTzdidta Carta ipfmsAvi noftri 
non obnanie. Ita videlicet, quod corum naves La- 
niis Coriis & pellibus lanutis fuis, de quibus magnx 
cu(1uiii£ darl debent, in modern portu in loco ubi 
^ Our * Thropus noflerfit • Sigillum no^rumquod dicitur 
?'^'"» Coket cxiftunt, k non alibi carceniur. Etquod volun- 
" . , (as nolira & intentio noftra & ipfius Conlilii noflri 
Udtoc- ^"''' "l"*^ ^'^^ *^3"= 'P''"* Avi' noftri pradiais 
, " Burgenfibus Villsp magn* Jcrncmu, ut praetnittilur, 
t ' fafla per iflam confideratJonem, quod alios in null© 
fit rellrlAa, fed quod lociim fuum habeant & efieftum 
in omnibus, & gentes omnes, tarn indigcnas, quam 
alienigcnas, prxterquam eofdem Comitem, Ho- 
fnlnes, & Tenentes diflarum Villarum parvsc Jer- 
- pemu Sf Gorledon, H^redes & SucceHbres Tuos in 
forma Cupradida, Salvtjur* Civium Cwitattim Lon- 
f^n, Norvici, Baroman d* quinque perlubus, i^ alio- 
rum quarumeunque ft quad hahiant pir Cartas de anti~ 
fuion data cflrta iffiut Avi neftri vtl alio mode in hec 
parU. £t quod di^um &it & inhibitiim per nos ^ 
dif^um Confilium notlrum ptxfatis Copiiti, HomU 
fiibus & Teneniibu's di^arum Villarum parvae Jer- 
nemu & Gorlefton, ftfuh gravi priifaSlura neftrn 
ed tafdtm Villas parva Jernemu £? GerUJim naves ali- 
erum ettraherent quo vis modoy nee piercandifas aliquas 
in Aquam portus prjcditEli cum aliquibus per prsdic- 
tam Cartam dicti Avi noflri reftrictis exerceant, nee 
impedlmentum aliquod faciant quo minus iidcm Bur- 
genfes dicta Carta iplius Avi noflri gentes alias licnt 
praedictum ell in omnibus Aiis articulis juxta vim & 
cfficaciam ejufdem uti valeant & exercere. £t quod 
dictum fuit & inhibitum tarn pr^fatEe Canmunttati 
quam prseratis Hominibus & Tenentibus parvae Jer- 
nemu & Gorlcfton, ne quicquam contra conlidera- 
fionem dictam & inhibitionem ptasdictas attempiar^ 
prxrumant Tub forisfactura fupra dicta prout in Re- 
^ordo & procelTu inhibitis, $c in Cancellaria noAra 
relideniibi|s plenius coniinelur. Nos ne prxtnilTa 
quEc pro tranquillitaie & quiete parttum prxdictarum 
JKJuliitia manuienenda per nos & praefatum Con- 
filium noArum fie confiderata fuenint, ftiturit iempC' 
J ' ' riiiis 
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riki$ in JuHum rm»antMr\ ea tenore pnelcDfium- 
duximus icitificanda. In cujus rei teflimonium has 
literas noflras fieri fccimui patcntes. Tene me ipfo 
»pit>d Wodefiok, decimo die Julii Anno RegninoAri ' 



Jnter Recorda de Termtno SanSia Trinitatis 
uinno tricefimo quarto Edwardf primi 
Rot. vel. ^.43. 

MEmorandum qued congrciratis in Scaccario Nortli, 
Re^is apud WeAmonaftenuin modo die Jo- Suff. de 
Vis 111 Vigitia N^ialis Sani5)i Johannis Bapiifta vc- J''"",'"!' 
ncrablliPatre W. Covenirenfi & Lichfidderfi ^^^uX""' 

Epi.copp^ OoRiino Regis Thefaurario, Willielmo d« ^ Lmhl 
-M meitonCancellario AngliaR. le Brabazon japionjj 

Jufliciario ad placjla coram Rege placitand'a deputy- f^^ ,_(J^ 
IP, B.^rotiibus dc Scaccari.>, p:ie.li<fTis Juftlciariis dc 
Banco, & quiburdam aliis de ConTilio Regis prxdifli 
fuper quibuldam negotiis Regis traniflaiiiibus, vene> 
runt coratp eis Henricus Refe, ^ Willielmus Faltoirt 
Surgenfes Villa; Regis magnx Jernemuthse, & fup-' 
plicarunt pro fe & a iis Burgenfibus Villx prxdiftae, 
quod cum per Carcam Domini K^is HeniicJ quon- 
daqi Regis Angiise.progenitrjrjs Regis nunc, quani 
ipfe Rex nunc contirmavit inter cxtera contents in 
Carta prseclicla conctffum fuit Eurgenfibm de Villa de 
Ria^na yertumutha, quod omnia tmrcandifie & mer~ 
fimonia tarn de pifiibui quam de attis tebus aA portiim 
ide Jerntmutha venien'ia in Navibus vel exra, libra tsf 
qptrU per manus hujufmodl merdmonia deferentlum ab- 
fyue altcujus impedimento vendanlur ttf eniantur, ila ta- 
men qijod non lint abrnfatares in pra;di^a Villa d^ 
yerntmtflha, per quos venditorts vel tmptarti de vin~ 
diiioniius vel empiianibus fuis liberi faciendis i^pit^- 
ffntur ad deirimencum Villx memoratK, guedadma^ 
jorem notificationem tf (xprejjiantm pramifforum ance- 
datur eis inde diclarath Jub hae forttia (videlictt) ^uo4 
mercondifa iff merc'tmonia (juecunqve,fivi fmt di pifcibut 
Jive de rebut aUui quibufcunque^ qua infra porlum Villa 
fradiSa vil ad eaadem Vil am per terrain vilper mare 
saufa negetiandi ibidem, de eifdem adduci Jtu diferri 

A 4 cm- . 
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emtigirit Ubere bf apertt afud eandtm Fillam di magna 
Jenumutha per manus merehandtjai W mercimania Ula 
ducentium, W ea ibidem vendere valeniium, feu fervien~ 
trumfutrum venditiani expanantw, (ff ibidem vendaniur 
y tmaniur abfqve aliquo fBrfiatlamenla vel abreea- 
tntnta feu alia quovi! impedimenta^ ita quad nullut 
ftrjfallariuif ebraeatar vtl aliut quteunque obviam eat 
mtrcataribui cum pifeihus vel aliii mereandifis out aliit 
rebut venalibus per terrum vel per aqiiam verfus diSatn 
YtUam veniintibus ad aliqae inde tmenda, vel farjfalla- 
mentafeu abracamtnta indt facienda fub farii^aBura ret 
tmptte, per quod difli Burgenfes feu aliqui mereatares 
hujufmodi mertandifai iS mercimania ibidem duteiites 
fuper emptianibus (if vstidilionibui ad deirimmtum yUla 
pradi£ia aliqualiter impediantur. 

Et fuper hoc obtulerunt (e coram Cancilia pradi£l£ 
jtdam Baan Clericus, yahannn Kybel At Garlejian^ & 
yohannet dt Beltan de Suth Jeraemutha qux funt in ^ 
%ud!ngland, \iittWXt$ & prapanentei quod dl£la dtela- 
ralia (i eaneejfa fuerit, multum lederet in prajudicium 
W Perpetuam detirieratianem haminum VilLarum earun- 
iJtiw, qua quidem Villa fita funt prope partum pradic- 
tum : biCUnt attim, quad femper retraaflii lemparibus 
nova ingredientes partum ilium in/eifana pifcatianis al- 
Itcit dijeareari falebant pro valuntatt Magijirarum tta- 
vium alarum, iam ad tiles Villas quam ad magnam 
^tmemutham, {videlicet) ad quern lacarum preediHorum 
tilt quorum interftt vendere mercimania in hujufmodi 
Tiavihus (areata vellent expanere ea vendiliani W ibidem 
vtndi t? emi abfque ulh impedimenta ; & per pradlStam 
declaraiionem Ji cance£a ejfet, in farma prtediiia, attra- 
hermt BurgenRbus Magna Jernemutha tola tempare anni 
tmnimadas navii cum quibufiunque merdmoniis appli- 
tantes in partu preediila ad eandem Viilam^ & nan per- 
mitterent hujufmodi naves alibi difcarcara nee oliqua 
mercimania in eifdem navibus adduffa alibi vendiliani 
expontre^ bfc. Unde pEttenint pro Statu hominum 
Villsrum prjcdiflarum in Ludinghnd quod nulla can- 
teffio fiat in hac parte in lafianem vel deragatianem can- 
fuetudinum fuarum pacijice halfenus abtentarum fuper 
• W I* t*aptianibus & venditianibus faciendis ad eafdetn Villas, 
here what «' PraidiSlum e/, ^c. 

LiherBur- *"* P's^'''^' Hcnricus & Williclmus bfCQIlt, magna 

*W » free Jernemulha eft • EltlK SSorBU^ Regis, & tenetur de 

^fo Rcge ad fiatUJinnam juinquagiata quinque lihra- 
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ram per annun\, eo quod non efl allquod f cectum Burgh 

in Villa prx6i6l3 fptif am ad tirmaTn illam, ujide ali- was. 
gua pars indc exeat vcl cmcrgat, fed quod ipfi V illx To wit, a 
ejufdem raiione proficui quem habent & habere cIj- Town 
mant, de rebus venalibus addui5lis ad portum prac- that had 
ditilum vendendrs ad eandem Viltam, & pro aliis JpecialLi- 
libcrtatibus quae ad liberam Burgum pertintnt & quas """s* 
Rex Scilicet % ^"-^i ^'^" "unc^ « ^'*- HenrUus g"""* 
Paier Rtgh nunc, ptr cartas fuas tis conctjjirunt, & Kino's 
ipCc Rex nunc per cartam fuarn conjirmavii, folverurjt Q|ja7ier. 
annuatim fitmam fupradiiftam, &c. £i oflendunt ^ j g_ ^,f^ 
Cartam Regis nunc de confirmailone cartarum prseiiic- Landi or 
tanim Avi fui & Patris fui qua; teftatur magnam ctrrtaia 
Jernemutham tfle iibirum Burgum, &C. Et de Rfge Rent). 
ientri ad feodi firmam, ^c. Et plures & diverjes X King 
_libertates hominibus ejufdem Viilx & eorum Hseredi- John. 
bus & Succefibribus eflc concelTas, inter qua? ad p!c- 
'num condnetur quod fuperiusin principio hujuspro- 
ceflus dc conceflione Patris Regis nunc exprimitur, 
&c. Et petULit quod explanath five diclaratiti quam 
pelunt fuper ccnceffione ilia concedatur, non ohftanU 
reclamatione diflorum Ada, Johannis'ii Jahaanis pro 
bominibus pfEdiflis de Ludinghnd, pjatjtrtim cum 
ipn non DfitnDant, nee OftEnOere poterunt quod ©life 
de Suth Jernemuiha & de Gorl /Ion fmt %IM'I^, vel 
aliquam libertatem ad * Liberinn Burgum periinentcm • Note 
habtant per Cartam Regis, &c. Adjicienies, quod here the 
nifi inhabkantts Villas iilas, qui ex tonctlTlOne Regia fame 
nulta^ habent flfefrtatC^, &C. compellantur jubtrahere 
ig dtlere ufurpatknes i^ forijtaliamenta quie faaunt & 
indies facere niiunmr contra libeilales magna Jeine- 
mutha, &c. Atirahentes eis mercandifas £e mercj* 
monia quorumcunque addu£i:a ad praediftum portum, 
&: non permittentes mercimonia hujufmodi tranfduci. 
feu transferri ad Villam magnae JernemuiliJe ibidem 
venditioni exponenda & vcndenda, ad quam Villam 
& non %\ha\fpe£fat partus pradiiius eadem in proxi- 
mo penitus adnullabitur, unde pro Rege ^ Statu VU!<e 
fuie epportunum remedium petent eis adhiberi in ha£ 
parte; is' IjaftltO hde ttBltatU per Concilium Regis prie- 
di£lum, vifaque & examinata Carta Regis prxdiifta, 
&c. Et quefite etiam a prasfalis Ada, Jahamie, & 
"Johannci fi Qliqitam CartStn Regis habeant dnaUqni- 
kus iibertaiibus concejjis hominibus Villa parva 'Jerne- 
mutka% 
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muth^i & Garlejintt & obtento quod non, btTuOt eft 

lanciUo pradiSlo c^aoA pel veria txprejpi in prxdiflU 
Corti^ Rcgum Johannis & Henrici confirmatis per 
Reguai nunc, &c. £t pec f)0£ quod pradiaa Villa 
• Note de miTgna Jerntmutha eft * SJber ffiuCflUjS, ^c. quod 
again omnia mercimenia adduila ad pjnuin ytxdi&uTa mm 

what^i'. Ae pifcibus quum de «/('« rtiai vendenda, &c. £■*- 
, *"-*wj<M ^o„,' ^fi<.„/ vendkkni & *W/ adfiUam magna: 'Jernt' 
^^' mutha, ice. & nsn ad prfgdiclai K'ilai in Ludinghnd^ 

qua non /aiK Sucji, &c. Unde ^CfUIti eft per die-, 
turn Conpiljum ex paite Domini Regis firmiier in- 
jun^um praefatis Aiia, Jihanni &i Johannide Bellon^ 
tjuod ii>Ct ffire/adanl homiaibus pTxai&aram VillaruOi 
in Ludingknd pro qqlbus fiquuntur quod nullus eorum 
frafumat aUrohtrt iAf^asparta sliquas navti apftli- 
eantei in porfif. pradi^B cum aliquibus mercandifis feif 
mercimonits vendendis, nee de hujufmodi mercandifls 
feu RiercimoniJs venditiones feu emptiones ihideof 
facere quoquo modo, quo minus metcandifa: ic mer- 
cimonia ilia libere & aperte ablque impedimento feu 
aliquo foriftallamento tratifduci poffinc ad praediftuni 
Burgum Regis yrrnemutham, & ibidem prius exponi 
venditioni & vendi per manus ilbrum guorum mercan- 
difa W mercimpaia ilia futrint vel Attornatarum eo- 
rundem prout juftum fuerit, & proui per Uhertattt 
beminihus SSurpt pradi^i a Domirip Rfgt & ^rt^eniu-t 
tibus fuis ccncijfai fieri debet, &c. 

Prefcrip- By this Plea and Controverfie in the Exchequer, 
*')?" !!j' between the S»r^A of Great Tarffiea^it, and the Mep 
flloo'ed. Qf Liide Yarmouth and Garltflm in Lovinglottd, it ap- 

of free P''evaiUd not te ajjirt aud mait good a liberty of unlading 



urgh,. 



*.M. ... Goodi, end expafing tbtm ts Sale in thofe Tawm, though 
^t^"' it had been always done in foregoing times. By the 
fame it is alfo evident, that Liberties belonging tct 
fret Burghs were only to be 'had and ebtaitud by the 
King's Charier, and that where they were ufed with- 
cui it, ihey were tjietmed and judged Ufurpatitns. 
Efpedally ir praSlifed, and nnlinited to the prejudia 
fnd demagt of a free Burgh. 



Johiniw* 
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Johannes Dei Gratia, &c. Sciatit non conceT- Cart. % 
fifle & pr^fenti Carta noftra confiiinafle Burgen- Johannij^ 
fibus nofiris de Gernemun quod habcaiit Burgtim de ^- ^<^ 
Gernemua ad feodi tirmaro in perpeiuum, & quod 9"^* 
Burgus ilJe ik liber Burgus imperpetuutn, & babeaJit ^'"''8'*- 
ia) Socain& (6) Sac.ir), (c) To\ &i. (J) T Iieam,^*"" "^ 
& (0 Infwigcnethef& ^jfj Ulfangeneihef. & tjuod ^'[^^ 
ipfi Burgenfes per totam terram tioAram, & p^r H.'z- 
omncs portus maris Cnt quieti de f^) 'i heo- 
, loneo, lb) LeOagio, (i) PalTagio, ti) Paagio, 

W Pou- 



faj Siua, Sacna, the place, Tirrilorj, or FrtciiiS, Soo. 
wbcreiD SacB or £i j«r/y of Court was exercifed, the Cir- 
euil of the t/att of the Francbijt, or the Libirij, PrivJ- 
UJgt, Of Fra^chi/eilMf. 

(b) Saca, Sacea, Saka, Sacna, fignifies a Lihrly or Saca. 
Fewer granted by the King to try a^ni judge caufes, and 

of receiving the forfeitures arifing fiom ihem, within 
the Limt, Demmian, or Jmiidiaian of the Court. See 
more of thefe wordt in the i*reface to my Hiftory, Fol. 6 1 . 

(c) Tol, ■ word commonly known, being an impe- ToL 
faian or paymeni for things bought and fold in Mercateg; . 

(d) ihiam, a Privilege to take and keep Bondmin, Theaa. 
ViUam, Servavti and Sla-vei, w'lib their Generalimt oae 

after another, and Pofieritiei, which in Latin are fome. 
Fines called Stifa, fometimet Ssqaela, and to di/pofi of, 
aBd_fiJi the'u Cbildren, oj mo'veable, Oi mmvueable gosdt 
at pleafure. 

(e) A Liherij granted to try and judge a Thief taken Infan^ 
yithin thejarifdiflionof ihcffiirj^ tl»ef. 

(f) Ul or Qmfangtitttheof, a Liberty to take a Thief Utfang- 
thac fled, and bring him back to the Court, or Place, thef. 
fvithin which the fsA was committed, and there to try 

and judge him. Thelo- 

(g) Tbtolmeaa, the fanae with To//. neum. 
(h) Leftagium, a Liberty for Men to carry there Good* Le(la»- 

PP and down in Fairs and Mercatis, where they pleafe. iyni. 

(i} Paffagium, Money paid by Paffengers at Bridget, paffaM, 
Giuet, ise. which may be called Gate Tail, Bridge- ^^^ * 

fij Paagiam any Tribute or Pajw«f< from the frenib Paagium. 
Wtrd^^Ktt and oun te pay, or perhaps the fame i^Ord 
with Paagium the double S being left out, yet thewcr^ 
Maimed by the igntriact of the Scribe, 

(U Ppn- 
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(/) Pontagio, (w) Siallagio, & de («) Leve, & de 
(o) Denegcid, Sc omni alia confucmdine, falva li- 
, berrate Civitatis London, & quod nullam fei^am 
Comitstuum vel Hundredorum faciant dc tenurJs 
infra Biirgum de Gernemua ConcelTimus etiam 
cifdam Burgenfibus, & hac Carta noftra confirma- 
vimus quod 'nullus eorum placitet extra Burgunt de 
Gerncmua,denullopiacitoprxterplaciiadetenurisex- 
terioribus. Conccflimus etiam eis quictanc am murdri 
infra Burgum de Gernemua, & quod nullus eorum 
faciat (p) Duellum, & quOd de placitis ad Coronam 
pertinentibus fe polTinc dirationare fecundum legem 
& confueiudinem Oxon, &quodinfraBurgunvprK. 
di3um nemo capiit hofpitlum per vim, vet per il- 
berarionem Marefchalloium, & quod in Burgo illo 
in nullo placjto fit Mefkenninga, & quod Huftirig 
femel lantum in ebdomada teneatur. Conceflimus 
eiiam eis Gildam Mercatoriam, & quod terras, & 
tenuras, vadia fua, & debita fua, omnia juile habeant 
quicunque eis debeat, & de terris fuis & tenuris quae 
infra Burgum prasdiclum funC reiftum eis teneatur, 
fecundum legem & confuetudincm Burgi Oxon, & 
de omnibus debitis fuis qux accommodata fuerint 
apud Gernemuam, & de vadiis ibidem faiflis placita 
apud Gernemuam teneantur. Et 11 quis in tota 
Anglia Theolonia vel confuetudines a Burgenfibus 
de Gernemua ceperit, excepti, ut fuperius, difla 
Civitate London, poilquam ipfe a reflo defecerit, ' 
Prxpoliiusde Gernemua Namium apud Gernemuam 

rontagi- cu gontaeium, Tall paid for Pajhgt over Bridgti, 

ui". with Horfes, Carriages, tfc. and andir ihim, with Boalt, 

.* Ships, l$c. 

Scallagi- (m) A paymint for a Stall, or a Right \a havt em in 

um. Fairt er Mcrcalei, 

Leve. (") Lttie, pro Leva, Tributi, Levin, ExaSiaa, Col' 

hSion, a Ltmari, Exigeri, Trihutum imptntre. 

DanegeJd. (<•} S&antBClt". this was a Tax or Money paid, and 
impofid, and levied for dcfenct of the HatiBn againft (be 
Da«ei, or racher an annual Triiute paid to them, that 
they might ebftain from Rapine, Burning and Slaughter, 
See my Hiftory, Fol. 113. E. F. 

Duellum, (f,J DtDueilB inter ftrin/eeum iS .Burgemfim. Leg. 

iec. Bur^or. Scot. C. 14. Si ^uii /arin/ecm Burgen/eia d» re 

ahqua atpellaverii, nan fettft/aper Bargeg/em pugnare, fed 
BurginJU per legem Bargife defendel, 

capiat. 



D,a,l,z..tvG00gIf 



71; A P P E N D I X. X3 

capiat. Infuper ad emendationem pnedi^i Burg> de 
G<;rnemua conceflimus quodquintjue Mercatores pe- 
tiericit Burgum de Gcrnemua cuai Mercato fuo de 
quocunque loco fuerint five exiranei, five alii qui de 
pace nolUa fuerint vel de iiceniia notlra in tcrram nof- 
tram venerint, venisnt, morentur, &recedant, falvi 
pace nollra reddendo rectas confuetudines illius Bur- 
gi. Prohibemus ctiam ne quis prxdiciis Burgenfibus 
injuriam vel dampnum vel molelliam inferat fuper 
fonsfa^turam decern librarum. Quare volumus & 
firmitcrprxcipimus quod prxdiifli Burgenrcs de Ger- 
Demua, & eorum hxredes habeant & teneant inn- 
perpetuum omnia pi^edii^a hxreditarie, bene 2c in 
pace, libere, quietc, integrc, ptenarie & honorific^ 
reddendo inde annuatim quinquaginta &c quinque 
libras numero, per oiinum Pixpofiti de Gernemua 
ad Scacarium noflrum ad Tcrminum San^i Mi- 
chaelis: & Burgenfes de Gejni.mua facient Pracpo- 
fitos de fe per annum qui iint idonei nobis & eis. 
Teflibus Domino H. Winconienli, Domino 

J. Norwicenll, S. Sarilberienli Epifcopis, 

G. Filio Petri, W. Marefcillo, 

Cotniie Pembroke, W. fratre noltru, Co- 

mitc Sarunij'W. Comite de Ferrariis, Petro 

filio Herberii, W. Briwer, H. rfe 

Nevill, Adamo de Portu, Garino filio Geroldi, 
Willielmo de Cantilupa, Jolianne de BalTrng, Gal- 
frido Luttercll, Thoma filio Adse. Datum per ina- 
num H. de Well Archidiacono Welknfi apud 

Merleberg dccimo oflavo die Martii, Anno Rigni 
noftri nono. 



Johannes Dei Gratia Rex Anglia:, Dominus i_ Johan- 
Ybernijc, Dux Normannias, Aquitanisc, Comes "''» N. 
Andegavise, Arcliiepifcopis, Epifc^pis, Abbatibiis, ^^^ ^"' 
Comiiibus Baronibus, Jufticiariis, Vice-Com^tibus, " ".'"'■ 
Praepofitis & omnibus Ballivis & fidelibus fuis, Sa- f^nJUe- 
lutem. Sciatis nos conceflifle & prsefenti Carta cen- j 
firmSfie Burgenfibus noflris Dunewici quod Burgum fj_ ' ,_ ^^ 
de Dunewic fit libcrum Burgum nol\rum, & habeat 
Socam, & Sacam, & Toll, & Theam, Infangcne- 
tbeof, & quod i^fi per totain terram noftr.im fint 
quieti de Thcloneo, & Leflagio, St Pafiagio, & 
Pontagio, 
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Pbntagio, & Stallagio, & de Leve, lie de DaiiegcI3; 
& dc P*; Ewagro, & de f j; Wrcc, & (c) Lagan; 
fede omnibus aliis confuerudinibus, Salva libertare 
Ctviiitis London, & quod ipfl rc61ain & Solitam flf- 
mam fuam per nianum fuam rcddant ad Scaccarium 
nofVrum, & quod tiullam Sedlam fachnt Comita- 
tuumvd Hundredorum nili coram Jufticiariisnoftnsj 
Et cum fummoniri fuerint efle coram Julliciatiis mit- 
tanr pro fe duodecim legale^ homines de Burgo fiioj 
qui fmt pro cis omnibus, £t li forte amerciari de- 
buerint, per fex probas Hominei dc Burgo fuo, & 
per fex probos homines extra Burgum, amercientur: 
Conceflimus etiam eis quod (*} filios & Alias fuas 
poflint libere ubi volueririt in t«rra noflra maritare^ 
fc viduas litniliter per conJiHum amtcoruih fuorum^ 
& (•) perquifiiiones Alas de terris & aedificiis in Vill? 
fua pofiint dare aut vendcre; aut facere inde quod 
Voluerint, & ^ando voluerint. Conceffimus etiam 
tis (d) hanfam, & (t) Gildam MerCatoriain^ ficiit 

fa) Booagium. I tnon' hot what it raeinsi unlers it 
be here ured for Aquagium, an Aqase-Du^, orWater- 

(b) tVrie, Goods thrown over-board, when the Ship 
Ii over-laden, or cafl away at Sell. Thefe belonged to 
the Creion in all placet, and could notbeiojoyed butbf 
Jf ecial Gmkt or Priviltdgt. 

(e) Lagan, from the old weird LiggH or LtggM'i 
Goods lying aad found under Water, or in the btttam of 
the Sea. 

(■) Note ; before they had the King's Lictnct, tU 
inrgiffii could not Marri their Sam and Darngbtirs to 
•uibcm, and 'ur:6m they pleiled, nor could ^tV<Mv^ Jlfin^ 
rj themfelve:. nor could the Burgt/fti give or /til the 
LaiiJi they purchafed, without Licence, or before thck 
Charier. And moll probable it ii, thefe were of the 
hmt fiatt z,nA eoKtlithn with the Burgtjifti DuatinUi, in 
the Saxon timea before the Conquelt, who had the King 
or Ibme other Lerdi, or great Men for their Patrtmt, and 
PrettSari. 

(d) Hen/a. from the German word Hmifu whicli 
figniliet a Siciity. 

(t) Gilda Mercatiria, a Trading Saeiitj, a Cn^giif 
of Btiytrs and Siiiin. The other words are all inter- 
preted in the Ciartgr of Tarmiiiti. 

habere 
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habere confuevcrint. Quare voluioui. & firmiter 
pnccipimus, qaod prsedidi Burgenfcs noftri (Hxncr- 
minatas libertates & liberas conliietudincs habeant, 
& tencant libcr^, pac'ifice, & integre fine omni im- 
pcdimenio. TdliKus Eul^achlo Elycnri Epifcopo, 
Wiliidtno Marcrchallo, Comite de Pembruke, Jo- 
hanne de Praiell, Ga. Data per oiatium Hu- 

bert! Cantuarienfis Archiepifcopi, Cancellarii noftri 
apud Rupem Aurmall Vicefimo nono Vie Jonii, 
Anno Regni noAri piimo. 



Johannes Dei Gratia, &c, Sciatis quod remifl- Cart. f. 
mus Sc perdonavimus Burgenfibus noilris de Jofaan, m/ 
Dunwico quadraginta libras in perpctuum de Brrna 6- "• 4!' 
ftia quam nobis redderc foldnnt pro Villa dc Dun- N. 3- b* 
Vtico, fcilicet, de (a) fexiies viginti libris & viginti 
quatuor mille allecum & una Marca. Ita qnod red- 
dent nobis fie ha^edibus noftris de cxtero fingulig 
annis quaier vigjnci libras & viginti quatuor mille al- 
lecum tc uitam Marcam pro prasdifla Villa de Dun- 
vico teneda in perpctuum ad feodi firmam. Quare* 
&c. quod praedidli BurgMifes noftri & haredcs fui 
quieci lint in perpctuum a nobis & hxredibus noftrts 
de pr^ditSis quadraginta Hbris de prsdifla firma', fi- 
cut prxdidlum el^. ConcelTimus eti^m eis & hac 
Carta noHra conRrmavimus quod non * namientir * Should 
pro aliquo debiiounde non fuerint vel plegii vcl ca- notbedif- 
pitales debitores nifi ipfl fuper hoc qujeti in Juflicia treincdi 
exbibenda defecerint, & nifi in iocisquibuslibertatem 
& potfftatein liitjuTmodi namia capiendi concellimas. 
Teftibus W. Comite Sarum, W. 

Comite Arundcll, Wiilielmo Briwcr, Hugone de 
Neville, Warino' filio Gcroldi, Thoma BalTet. 
Data per manum Hugonis de Well Atchi- 

diaconiWdkiifis apud Freitmantetl quinio die No- 
vembris anno, &c. Septimo. 

fa) Note, tlie great Fee. Farm Rent of thii now poor 
Town, it was almnft tviite as miicii a) anjr, aod more 
than lioici as aueb as molt CoaJ-Teivai in Nerfi and 
Suf then paid. 

Dun- 
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'Dunvi'ich paid ta the King Tbret Hundred Matkl 

/er to have their Libertiet eranted ta them, in their 

Charter in the Firf of King John be/idet Ten Falcons, 

and Five Girfalcons. 

[i] Rot. Dunwic [i] dat Drnnino Regi trc^entas Marcas 

4>blat. pro habendis Libcrtatibus fuis lecundum tenorem 

I Johan. Cartarum ruarum quas habebunt.. Item dant pro 

*^' '*• eodem decern Ofterios, & quinque Girfalcones. 

Tie hurgefei or Men of Duncwic further gavi the 
King an Hundred Marks of Silver, that thiy might 
have and enjoy their Charter of Liberties which wat 
then detained, ai may he fuppofed by what fslhvii. 
[jj ibid. ^2] de Dunevvic dant Domino Regi centum Mar- 
™" '• cas Argenti ut Carta Domini Regis de libertatibui 
fuis leneanmr. Scilicet quinquaginta Marcas ad 
Pafcha, & quinquaginta Marcas ud FeAum San£U 
Michael! s. 

The Burgefles a/Dunewich ^ai;; more to the King 
200 Marki and 5000 Ee!es, pr having Wrec and 
Lagan inferttd into, or Granted by their Charter, and 
/A* Charier was delivered to Geofry Fitz-Peter, until 
pravlfion was made for the Security of-^oo Miiks jirfi 
premifed, and igo Marks promifed the fictnd time. 
[j] Ibid. Burgenfes [3] de Dunewic dant Domino Regi 
M. I. duccntas Marcas & quinque mille Anguillarum pro 
habenda Wrec & Lagan in Carta Aia 
Cartam G. Fit. Petri ut provideatur de 

fecuriiate de trecentis Marcis primo promillis, ^ de ^ 
centum MarcisfecundopromilTis. 



Cart. 51 T TEnricus Dei gratia Rex Anglla:, &c. Archi- 
, H. 3. M. XX cpifcopis, Epifeopis, &c. Salutem. In- 
to. N. B, ipeximus Cartam quam bonse memoris Henricu* 
by In/pe- quondam Rex Anglife Avus nofler fecit BurgenfibuK 
ximiu. Wallingfordia: in hxc verba. 

Note, Henricus Dei gratia Rex Anglis, & Dux Nor- 

there.are nianniie & Aquitanite & Comes Andegavise Archi- 

Rolltwo ^pi'^'^pis, &c. &fidelibus totius Angjiae & Norman- 

«{_ iQ nix, Franciae & Aquiiannix, Saluiem. PrKCJpio 

jj !^ vobis ut Burgen/ei mei de Wallingford firmam pacem 

mcam habeant per totam terram meam Angh'x St 

Noraiannise ubtcunque lint ; Sc fciatis me dediHe tc 
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csnoeffifle «ii tmperpetaiun Jibeitates & leces fuas'om- 
ocs ic conTuetudines bene & honorifice Scut melius 
& honorabilius eas habuerunt {a} tempore Edwardi . 
R^is & tempore Atavi mei Regis Willie]mi> &dus 
. filii alterius Rc^ls Willielmi & cempore Henrici Re- 
gis Avi mei, fciiiai, Gildam Mercatoriam cum om- 
nibus confuetudinibus & kgibus fuis libere habeant, 
ne * Prxpofitus mcus vcl aliqua Juiticia mea de Gilda • Officer 
eonioi fe intromittat nifi proprie Aldermannus & or Sheriff. 
Minifler eorum. Et 11 Miniftri mei vel aliquz Ju- 
Aicia aliquo placito vel occalioiie calumpniaverit illos, 
vel in caulam duccre volucrit, prohibeo & pnecipio 
ne Hllo mods refpondeant niH illorum proprio porti- 
moto. £t fi ipfe Praepolitus eos aliqua occafione fine 
calumpniatore impladtaverit non refpondeant. Et 
fi aliquo forietadio vcl rcifto judicio aliquis eorum 
forisfaiftus fuerit per redam confiderationem Burgen- 
fium crga Prxpofitum illud cmendet. Prohibeo e- ^ 

liam & prccipio ne aliquod Mcrcatum fit in (i) Crau- 
mafa, nee Mercator aliquis niii lit [/:) Guda Mer- 
catorla. 



(m) MQiafunt in iffe Bmvt Cen/attudinN ammi atantt 
fiuruM. This ibilowt in a diAift Line by itJelf, imme- 
diately after what is iD/ritten out of Demt/Jaj Book fur- 
ther OD. . The Woid C»n/uttndiaet here feems to. fignifie 
Riini, and the whole to fauiid no more, than th<U the 
Rtntt of Houfei were not raifed in thftt Burgh afur tJie 
ConqueS ; or they migiil hare the fame other Cuftomi, 
diough they psid more for them, for llie Farm of the 
Town wa« ^raifed fron 30 to 6a /. p«r Aiueim, Htmt/d. 
f. 56. b-Col. I. 

{i) Cf«v>fr/^ ia a Village AT fnall place over agaiaft 
Wi^ngftrd Cafik Or the Town, where there was an 
Aui-CaAte or Fortrefi buih, to refiraio aod keep in the 
Garifbn in that Catlle in the timecf King Sttpbtn ; this 
appear! by the grAt Ditches and Trenches to be loea be- 
fore riie place where the great Cattle-Gate wat. 

(f) At this time it waa thought a great FriitHitgt K 
leaft, if not a Lii^lfiaMt to bt iMemSr of i. Trading or 
Mtrchmm.Gild ; ai>d whetevcr a fiar;^ dwelt, if helwcd 
upon, or ttfed the Meiwttt -of WaUingfari, he was tn 
ftrftrm all Datitt to the GHd, and be jadgtd Mtording 
TO the fbiits and £avn of it> wbedter he li'utd within a 
Smrgbt or without. - if r Ji rmt ^krk jk Atigi W^eikg- 
B >■'> 
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catoria, & fi aliquis exierit dc Surgo Wallingford, ic 
vivat de Mercato ipfius Waltingfora, prarcipio ut rec- 
tum Gildx MercatorJx faciat iptis Burgnfibut ubicun- 
quelit infra Burgum vcl extra, Sciatis prxterea ni« 
dedifle & conflilTe imperpeiumn omnibus hominibus 
W'allingford plenam quictanciam de annuo (J) Ga- 
blio meo quod folebani rcddere deSurfsWaJlingford, 
dc CO, fciticct, quod ad me peninet in Burgo has le- 
ges & confuctudin'^s, & lihertates & quietancias om- 
nes dono ei5, & concedo imperpetuum, & alias onlnes 
quas poterunt oflendere antecelTores Tuos habuiifeli- 
bere, quieie, & honorifice ficut Gives mei Wimon 
melius nil qua m habuerunt, & hoc pro Servitio & la- 
bore magno qucm pro me AiClinuerunt in acquifiiione 
bereditariijurismeiin Anglia. Concedoetiameisquod 
ubicunque ierint in Mercationibus fuis pCr totam tcr- 
tiva meam Anglic & Normannix, Aquitania:, & An- 
degavise, by Gater onJ by Stronde, h Wode and by 
Londe, quieti fini de Tolneto & Paflagio & omnibus 
Confuemdinlbus k Exa^ionibus, ne fuper hoc ab ali- 

Juo inquicceniur fuper forisfefturam decem librarum, 
rohibeo ctiam & prxcipio fuper eandem foris^idu- 
, ram ne Prxpofilus 'Wallingford («) Scotaliam faciar, 
& ne 

ferd, f^ tiivat A Mtrcatt ifjtut WalUngfaTd, frtidfia ut 
riSioB GiUa Mireateria faciat ipfit Burgtnjibui, ubitun' 
que Jit, infra Burgam, 'vtl ixtra. 

(^ In Bargf dt Wallingfard hahvit Sex SdvuarJu^ 
*?o •virgatas Tcrne, (^ in iii Irani 276 Hag* Tlddnln 
tmdtetm librat di Gable, d jai ibi mambanl facitbant 
Sirvitium Regit, cum Equit, •velpir Aquam afyue ^ Blid- 
ttriam, Rtddingis, Sadiane, i^ Benfintefi (all Towot to 
Birijiiri) W bit fatiutibas dabai Prtpafiiiu (Burgi) 
Conridium (chcir Diec) nan dt cnfu Regii ftd dt fua, 
Domefd. f. 56. a. Col. z. Blabiry, Riding, Suiran- 
Cjurlniy and Brfngtan all in Birifiiirt, upon or near the 
7bamis, abevt and bele-w Wallingfard, and the fervice - 
here meant waa Wattr and Land Carriage. 

(() Stataieirora Scat, a gathering or ^0/; vad AU\n, 
the knosun Ggnificanon, SceiaUi were abufii put apoa 
the Kinri Piatle by bis Offictrt, who rsviVA/them tO 
■d'imk Me, and then made a CalUHiem, to the end they 
Jhould not 1HX or infarm againft than, for the Crimtt 
thejr had toamktid or lhoiil4 tumnit. 
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tt ne -(/) Gerefumam ab aliquo quxrat^ is quod 
nullam coafuetudinem in Wailingfordia l\atuat quat 
noceat Burgenfibits Vills hujus Donatiohis & Con- 
celTionis. I'elles funt Thebaldus Archicpifcopus 
Cantuaricnlis & alii. Data apud Oxeneford primo 
Idus Januarii. Nos autcm prxdi<^as donationem & 
concelTioncm ratas habentes & graias cas pro nobis 
& hxredibus noftris, pr3edi<£lis Burgenjiius ic eonitn 
Succeflbribus conceditnus St contumavimus prout 
Cariz predi^a rationabiliter tellatur. Voiumus e- 
tiam St concedimuE pro nobis & hasrcdibus noflris 
quad licet Burgmfts pnedi^i a principio turbationis 
(luduRi pod Pari] a men turn habitum apud Oxon in 
Regno noOro furciuiic, aliquo articutorum liberta- 
tum pnedi^aruiii minus plene ha£teiius ufi fuerint 
ipli tamcn & eorum SuccefTores nichilominus de cse- 
teio libere & fine impedimento aliquo utantur Hber- 
tatlbus ante diflis ficut prxdiiftum ell. His teflibus 
Roberto Walraund, Roberto Aguyloun, Nicholao 
it Leukenore, Wiltielmo de Aete, Jolianne de La 
Lynde, Petro dc Neville, Radulpho de Bakepuz, 
Willielmo Belet, Bariholomseo Bigodj & aliis. 
Data per manum nof^ram apud Wedmonafterium 
duodecimo die Januarii^ Anno Rbgni noAri quin- 
quagefimo primo. 

(f) Ger/umaa, ot fometlme Jirtfumt/ia, \% properly QcftJiM- 
SD Inceim or FiMt paid for the einraact upoa famt Flatt „„ g,. 
iftatt ax Og». Here it fignifiM plainly a BHbt, or J^^um- 
tdoBtf given to the ATinfi Opctr to etnni'vt at, and aot f,^^ 
to frefieutt tiiofe thit gam ii ia Crimiaai C^u. 

This W4) a kret Charter, ond ives granted unto the 
Burgejit «/ Wailingford fir the good fervice they did 
King Henry the Secaad, and his Mether Maud the 
Emprefsj tr^dii^ Atn; Stephen. 



RicJiHus 
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Cart, e "n Icardns Dei Gratia Rex Anglix, &c. Ardii- 

Ricardii. (\_ eptfcopis, EpHcopis, 2cc. Sahitcm. Sdatis 

N.''s. DOS rerinuifle in manum noftram Burgum noftrum 

de Portdmue, cum omnibus ad eum pcrtinentibus, 

tc in eoflabHHTc tt dcdifie Si conceSifle Nundinas du- 

raturai femti m anno per quindtcem diis ad vincalx 

Sanfti Petri, Icilicer. Concefllmus etiam quod om« 

nes homines Anglia:, NormanniK, Piflaviic, Wal- 

li%, Scotiz fit omnium tcrrarum noftramm, & ali- 

arum reniaht ad pTccdiStas Nundinas, & eant & re- 

dcant bene & in pace, & habeant omnes quietandas 

& Itbeitates quas habent ad Nundians Winton, vd 

Hoiland, vd alibi in tcrram noflram. Conccflimus 

etiam quod Burgnfes nofbi in eodem Burgo habeant 

fingulis Ebdomadis anni una die reptimans, fcilicet 

die Jovts, Mercatum cum omnibus libertattbus & 

fiberis confuetudinibus quas elves noftri Wintonia^ 

tH Oxonix vel alii tctranun noftramm habeant vd 

habere debeant. ConceOimus etiam quod pnedida 

Villa de Ponefmuc, & omnes Burgenfes noftri in A^ 

Ic de ea tenenies fint ^uieii & liben de Thdonio, 8c 

• Piia.- Pontagio, & Paffa^o, & • Pedagio, & Paagio, 8e 

giam and Staflagio & Tallagio, Ic de Schiris, & Hundrcdis, & 

Paapua ^f. SeiSis Scbirarum & Hundredorum & de Tummis, 

are the ^ auxlliis Vicecomitum & Servieiuium Sc de pladtis 

""'*■ & querclis omnibus, & de (a) BUdwyia, & de (i) 

SicmeyU, &de (c) Ltirewjta, &de (</} ff^tpentaie, 

& de phuits For^s, & Guario^ k (e) Regttardt 

Foreltx, & de omnibus aliis feculatibus exactionibus 

tant 



fsj BUJtwfta,or a Kuta Amtrciamenl for drawiDe 
B)«od. 

(b) SiehivfU, Ilcaownot whatici). 

fe) Liii^wyU, Lairtufit, a Ltgtrvgu,Mtd8 upon hia 
Ast eamtpttd a BondnMomaa, oi upon a BmJnum fbi the 
FBrmtalim of hit Daughter. 

(d) Free from Sail and Sirviei to the JFi^aitait 
Court, as before from Sait and Sirviet to the Qtimty m 
Shirt Caart, and Hundred Courts. 

(0 BfgM-d, tec. There were in the Kings Forefii 

ceriun Oncen called Rtgardatorti, now called Ramnri, 

who often viewed and went about the FoieSi, to fee if 

3 . ■ wy 
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tam per mare quain per terram ubicunque venennt 
in totam terram nollram. Quare voTumus & griai- 
ter prsecrpimus, quod prxdi£ta Villa de PortcTmuc, 
& Burgenfes noAri in ea tcncntes Manliones fuas & 
poflefliones habeant &: teneant, cum 77>o!, & Thtamy 
& Infangmethreff & Utfangauthtsf, ii cum omnibus 
libertatibus & liberis confuetudimbus ita bene & in 
pace, libere & quietc ficut Gives noHri Wintoniae, 
vel Oxoniae, vcl alii de terra noftra melius habcnt 
& tenent. £t prohibemus ne ponantur in placilum 
de aliquo tenemento ejufdem Villa:, nifi coram nobi&. 
£t )»ohibemu5 ne quis eos dilhirbet in aliquo fiiper 
forisfafturam * nollram. His tellibus, &c. Data * i. t 
per manum Willielmi de Longo Campo Elyenfii Lib. 
'Epifcopi Cancellarii nodri apud rortefmus. Secun- 
do die Maii> Anno Regni noltri quinto. tlO/^. 



TOhannes HA gratia, &c. Sj;iati$ nos conceflifle Cart. 6 
J hpminibus- de Andever quod habeant Gildam Johan. n. 

Mercatoiiam in Andever & quod fint quictt de I'he- 15- 

loneo & Paflagio & conTuetudine per totam terram N.°iS. 
nollram ficut Burgenfes Wintoniae qui Tunt de GiJda 
Mercatorum funt quieti, & fuper hoc nuHus eos in- 
jure difturbet pro confuctudinc fuper decern librarum 
forisfafhtra, ^cut Cartx Henrici Patris noflri, & 
Ricardi Fratris noUri quas inde habeant rationabiliur 
teftantur. Tcftibus R. Comite Ceft^ia^ 

Warino filio Geroldi, W. de Braofa, Pe- 

tro filio Herbertij Henrico Biflet, Hugh de Laicy, 
Pctro de Stole. Data per manum j. de 

Well apud Radinge primo die Maii Anno K^tu 
noflri fexto. 



my Wood w« cat, Venilbn ftolen, and ottwr TrcfpalTea 
CDmmicted tbeiein ; which view or inrpcAion was catlod 
a Rtgarii as likenrife was the fumfinuat for fudi O^ 
fences aad Tre/paiTet. 
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pMt. t. TO(j»nnes Dei gratia, &c. Sdatis nos dcdiflc & 

Johui. p. J conccflifle & hac prafenri Carta noftra confir, 

^i'-^" Riafle dileao & fideli noftro Willielmo Briwer quq^ 

*^' ^' Brugt Walter! fit liberum Burgum it quod ibi fit 

]iberuip Mercatum, & una feria fingulit annis per 

oflo dies duratura, fciticet, a die Nativitatis Beatt, 

Tohannis in oilo dies cum Theloneo, Paagio, Pon- 

fagio, Paffigio, Lcftagio, Stallagia ^ cum omnibus 

pliis libertatibus & liberis confuciudinilius ad liberum 

$urgum & ad Merc;alum & Fcriam pertitientibus. 

Concellimus etiam pr^iflo Willielmo quod prx- 



bertatcE, & lib^s confuetudines & quietat)cias qu^ 
^d nos pertinent per totam tcrram noftram, k per 
Qmncs poTtus terrz nofh-z, excepia Civitate London. 
Quare volumus & firmttcr pra^cipimus quod prsEcliftus 
Willielit)us tf h^cdes fi^i poll ipfum habeant & tp> 
neant omnia pra:didat)ene, ^ippace, libere & qui- 
ets, integre, plcnarie, & lionorifice cum ofnnibus 
libertatibus & liberis confueludinlbus fuif ficmprx- 
diflijm c(t. ' Tcftibus W. Marefcallo Cor 

mite de Penbroc, R. Comitc Ceftria:, 

'Willielmo Comite Sarum, Willielmo de Rupibiis 
$enefcballo And^aviz, &c. Data per manus S. 
Wellens Archidiaconi Glouceftris apud 
Turon Vicefimo fexto die Junii, Anno Regni noflri 
fecundo. 



f*^' * TOhannes Dei gratia, &c. Sciatjs nos conceflifla 

Johan. B- J jj praifenti Carta noftra confirmaffe, quod Buri 

^^o 8 " gus noftcr de Helicflon fit liber Burgus & quod Bur- 

■ ' ' genfes noftriidceadem Villa habeant Gildam Merca- 

toriam & quietanciam per totam terram noflram de 

Theloneo, Pontagio, PafBgio, Stallagio, Leftagio 

& (a) Sollagio iaivis in omnibus libertatibufCivitaljs 

London, Concediinus etiam cis quod non pUdtent 



(4) I know not tbe meaning of 5p//a/tinW| unlefiitbe 
ipftcM 9f $tUagi«m, 4 Payment for Aandiiig in a Shed- 
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n*pfi infra Bui^m liium de rebut vcl tenuris pertinen- 
tibus ad villain luam praMerquam de placids ad Co- 
ronam nonram pertinentibus & placitis de terris fo- 
rinfecis. Volumus etiam quodhabcant omncs alias 
libertates & liberas confuetudines quas habuenint 
Burgenfts noflri de Calldio de Lancdlon tempore 
Regis Henrici Patris noHri. Ita quod nullus Bur- 
genfium prsediflorum (h) nili refidens fuerit in pre- 
difla Villa de Helledon has habebit libcrlates. His 
teflibus W. Comiic Sarum, W. 

Briwer, Roberto de rurnbam, Roberto de Tref- . 
gos, Sim. de Patefhul, Radulpho de Stok, 

Kuftachio de Faruberge. Data per manum S. 
WcJIcnlis Archidiaconi a pud Crancburn decioio 
quinto die Aprilis, Anno Regni noAri fecundo. 



Johannes Dei gratia. Sec. Noveritis nos ad in< Roi.Cart. 
(lantiam ic pctitionem venerabilis Patris noltri 5 Johao, 
hantiis Norwicenfis Epifcopi Secundi, concefliHe "h '.'?'■ 
& hac praefenti Cana nodra confirmaflc quod Villa "■" 9* 
dc Lenna fit liber Burgus in perpetuum, & habeat 
omnes libcrtatcs & liberas confuetudines quas (e) li- 
beri Burgi habent, omnibus falvis ipfi Epifcopo Sf 
SuccelToribus Alls, & Willielmo Cotnitt Arundell, 
ii hxredibui fuis libcrtatibus &conruetudinibus quas 
ipfi in prxdifla VilU antiquitus habuerunt. Quars 
volumus & firmiter pnecipimus quod prsdi£la Villa 
de Lenna fit liber Burgus in perpetuum It habeat 
omnes libertates & confuetudines liberas quas liberi ' 

Burgi nuflri habent in omnibus bene ic in pace, li- 
bere & quicte, Si integre, plenarie Si honorilice ficut 
prxdiflum eft, Teftibus Domino Cantuarienfi Ar- 
chiepifcopo, W. London Epifcopo, G. 

filiO Petri Comite Eflex, R. Comite Cef- 

(5)Nate here, if the BurrelTes werenot refidentin the 
Burgh, they were not to enjoj' [t.e Liberties of it. 

(r) Note, from hence ic appears there were a certain 
number of Liberties, which made a free Burgh, and [he> 
were no other than what were nfually granted by Char- ' 
ter to free Burghg, and fuch as arc ordinarily tnemioped 
ia tbefe Charters. 
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trie, Gzufrido de S17, ttc. Data per imnsm Smn- 
mi Prxpoliti de Bcverl, ke. apnd Lamhe 
Vicefimo Septlmo Die Janoarii Anno Regni noftri 
quinto. 



Cirt. t, TOhannei Dei Gratia, &c. Sdati* non concrf- 
Johan. J fifle & hac prsfcrni Carta noftra cwiSnnafle h»- 
••■ '9* minibus de Hertlepotc quod fin libcri Burgenfes, & 
^" "■ quo^ habeant eaidcm libenatcs & leges in Villa Aia 
de Hertlepole quos Burgenfes nqdride N; vo Caftdlo 
fuper Tioam habent in Villa fua de Novo Caftella. 
Quare volumus ii firmiier pnecipimus quod prscdiAi 
Burgcnies habeant Sc teneant prxdiQit libcrtatcs & 
l^es bene, & in pace, libere, & quicte, & integrc 
ficut pradiaum eft. His Tcftibas WHlielmo de 
Stulcvill, HugoncBard, Petro de Patell, Willielmo 
Briwer, Hugoncdc Neville, Roberto de Ros, Euf- 
tachio de Vefcy. Pctro dc Bruit, kc. ■ Data per 
manum S. Wellenfii Arehidiaconi apud 

Dimelai, 03avo Dei Fetmiarii, Reg^i 

noflri Anno Secundo. 



Cbur.22. "n EX Major! & Vlcecomiiibus London, Sa- 

H. 6 m. J|\. lutem. Cum per Cartas Progenitoram-nof- 

i^'-P"'^' "orum quondam Regum Anglise quas conlinnavi' 

De Pro- ^yj^ conccflutn fit Civibus nomis Civitatis prsediflgc 

clams' qypj Majorem St Aldermanos de fc ipfis quos vo- 

cienda*' '"^^'"* eligant & ipfos, nobis apud Wertmonafterium 

j^ . 1' non exiftentibus, Thefaurario & Baronibus noftrii 

de Scaccario prxrcntent, ut ibidem prout moris eft 

admittantur ; Acjam intelkxerimus quod quamquam 

hujufmodi eleftiones per Majorem & Alderniannot 

nee non dijcrctiores did^a; Civitates ad hoc fpccialiter 

fummonitos & pr^^munitos temporibus retroa£tis fieri 

confueverint, nonnulli lamen qui aliquod intcrefie in 

de£tionibus hujurmod! non habent nee habere debent 

clc^ionibus illis aufu temerario k ingerunt, im- 

mifcent, & mulrociens ele^iones, qua: rite &pacifice 

ifierent, fuis validis damoribus Sc impoitunif mul- 

liplicitcf 
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tlidkiter impediunt 6c pemu-bam, ad ioteMionem. 
quod talcs eligerenmr qui fuis inaleiia£lis & eiToribus 
poftmodum faverc po&nt, St ea fub difilmubtione 
dianittcre impunitag quod B 6eri permitteretur, in, 
Doftri ac Coronas & dignitatis ix^ne Ixfionein, nec- 
Ron (Vatus Cavitatis prsedidlx lubver&HieiD civiumque 
BoArorum ibidem perturbationcm & comtnotioncm 
CCderet mani&fte. Nog igitur quieti & tranquilliutt 
populi nobis Cubje^i providere & congruum reme- 
dium in hac pam volentes adhlbere, ut tenemur, vo- 
bis prsclpitnus firmiter injungentcs, quod ants tem- 
pus elet^ionis Majoris Civitatis prasdictx proximo 
faciendae per totam Civitatum illam Si libertaiem ejuf- 
dcm ox pane noflri publics proclamari St linBitei 
inhiberi facialis, ne quis hujufmodi ekctioni nili qui 
de jure St lecuodum csnfuetudinem Civitatis prx- 
dicia intereHe debeat, illi uiterlit, quovis modo nee 
fe dc eleccione ilia quoquo quaetito colore introniitlat, 
neque earn impcdiat, vcl pcrturbet, fed quod electio 
ilia per Aldcrmannos St alios Cives diJcreti<»es & po- 
tentiores Civitatis pra^dictx ad hoc fpecialiter prx- 
munitos & furamonitos fiat St babeatur, prout fecun- 
dum confuetudinsm liipradictam fuerit facieuda. 
Scientes pm certo, quod Hquem alio inodo quam ut 
prxmittitur slectum nobis vel Thefaurario & Baroni- 
bus de Scaccario prjefentaveritis,^ ilium nulJatenus 
admittemus, & oinnes illos quos contrarium procla- 
mationis &' inhibitionis praedictarum invencritis fa- 
cicntes areftetis, & eos prifons noflne committaius 
ibidem moraturos, quoufque proeorumdeliberatione 
dtuceriniusdemandandum. Tcfte Rege apud Weft- 
inonaOerium Scptimo die Octoblls. 

Per Chnpum. 



EDwardus Dei Gratia Rex Anglise, Dominus Retom. 

Hiberni^e & Dux Aquitanix Vicecomiti Bed- Brev.patI 

ford It fiuckingbam, Saluiem. Quia ordinavimus 34 Ed. i. 

quad Edwardns filius nofter primogenitus in fefto * Claof. 

PentecoOes proximo future, Deo propiiio, cingulo 3+ ^^- ]• 

Militiie decorerur, per quod de jure Cforonas noflne p* Z^' '" 

in huju&nodi cafti auxiliuna fieri nobis debet, tibi ^??"'** 
pra- •"* 
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pnecipimus quod de utroqUe Comitatu (ab duos Mi- 
lites & de qualibet Civitate in Balfiva tua duos Cives 
& de quolibct Burgo duos Burgenfes ve) unum fccun- 
dum quod Burgus fueril major vel minor venire fa- 
cias coram nobis & confilio noRro apud Weftmona- 
flerium in Craftino Sanctse Trinitatis proximo futurse 
ad tractandum it ordinandum de auxilio nobis in cafu 
predicto ficiendo, & ad confentiendum hiis quz or- 
ainabuntur in hac parte. Scire eii^m facias Archi- 
epifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbaiibus, Prioribus, & aliis 
viris rtligiofis per tocam Ballivam tuam quod per fe 
vel liifficientes procuratores vel attornatos fuos tunc 
fmt ibidem ad tractandum & ordinandum fimiliter de 
prKmilTis ac ad cottlentiendum eifdem prout fuperius 
eft exprelTum, & habeas ibinominaMilitum, Civium 
tc Burgenfium prxdictonim, St hoc Breve. Telle 
Meipfo apud Wynton quinte dia ApriJis, Anna 
Regni no^ri tncefimo quarto. 



Inter Communia Brevia de Tertninis SanSice 
^rinitatisy Anno Regni Regis Ed. i. 
34 Rot. WN. 40. ^enes Remen. Regis 
in Scaccario. 

Anglic.^ *& ^Emorandutn quod cum nuper Domtnus Kex 
de auxilio jyj_ ordinaHet quod Edwardus filius fuus primo- 
^onceffo genitus in fefto Pentccoftes, Anno Regni fui tricelinig 
^ M^i- quarto Cingulo MilitiK decoraretur, Et Mandaium 
oain Ke- 1^^ Archiepifcopis, Epilcopis, Abbatibus, Priori- 
N. It. ''"*> Comitibup,~ Barontbus, & aljis Magn^tibus 
Regni quod eflent coram ipfo Domino Rege & Con- 
cilio fuo apud Weftmonaflerium in Craftinq Sanctse 
Trinitatis proxima fequenti ad tractandum & ordi- 
nandum de auxilio Regis faciendo ad Militiam pra^ 
dictam & ad conl^ntiendum hiis qu;c ulterius ordj- 
narcntur in hac parte, vel quod procuratores aut at- 
tornatos fuos futHcienter inftructos ad praemifla topo 
corum facienda miiterent tunc ibidem. * 

Ac etiam prjeceplum fiiidet lingulis Vicecomltibus 
Anglise, quod eorum quilibet venire faceret de Cq- 
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nitatu Aio ad prxratosdiem & locum duos Mi'ites & 
f)e qualibet CivJtaic Ballivz (ux duos Gives, & de 
quolibct Burgo gufdem Ballivx fux du :>s Burgenfes, 
vel unum, &c. ad tra^andum, ordiitaiidum & con- 
-fcntiendum ficut pirediiHum eft. 

Venerunt perfunaliter coram Rege & Concilio fuo 
apud Weftmonafterium, ad diem ilium Antonius B<t 
Patriarcha Jcrofolomitanus Epifcopus Dunelinenfis, 
W. de Langeton C'oventrenfis & Lich- 

fieldenfis, Radulfus de Baldok London, Epifcopi, 
H. de Lacy Comes Lincolnbe, J. 

de Warenna Comes Surrii, R. de Monte 

Hcrmerti Comes Gloucellrix k Hertfordue, H. 
de Boun Comes Herefordii, G. de Bcllo 

Campo Comes Warrwid, Robertas filius VV'alieri, 
Hugo le Difpenfer, Johannes de Haftinges, Hugo 
de Veer, Williclmus Martyn, Hcnricus Ic Tyeys, 
Johannes Xxivel, Rogerus de Mortuomari, Johannes 
de Mohum, Alanus la Zouche, Williclmus de Ley- 
burn, & Robertus de Burgheifii, Cuflos Quinque 
Ponuum cum quibufdam Baronibus Portuum eo- 
rfindem' 

Ac etiam per Procuratores & Attornatos Roherlus 
CantuariOiUs ic Willielmus Eborum Arcliicpifcopif 
Thomas Exonicnfis, Ricardus Herefordenfis, Johan- 
nes Wintonienfis, JohannisCicedrcnlis, Thomas Rof- 
fcnfis, Robertus Elycnfis, Johannes Norwicenfis, Jo- 
hannes Lincolnienfis, Simon Sarum, Willielmus Wi~. 
gornienfis, Walterus Bathonicnfis & Wellenfis, & Jo- 
hannes Karliolenlls Epifcopi ; Abbates Weftmonaflerij, 
Sanfti Edmundi, San£li Auauftini Cantuarix, San- 
fti Albani, Glaftonii, Burgi Sanfli Petri, Ram- 
jncfeye, Thorncye, Seleby, & Malmefbury, Sanfll 
Petri Glouceftriae ; Rogerus Comes Norfulcias & 
Marefcallus Anglic, Thomas Comes Lancaltrenfis, 
£dmundus Comes Arundel, & quam plures alu 
Frzlati, Magnates, & Proceres Regni, nee non de 
quolihet Comitatu Regni ejufdem duo Milites, & de 

3uahbec Civicatc duo Cives & de quolibet Burgt duo 
fargenfis ele£ti per Cominunitates Cumitatuum, Ci- 
vitaium, It Burgorum eorundcm adptxmilTa, loco 
Communitatum eorundem, tra<£tanda, ordinanda & 
cgnTcntienda fimilitur venerunt. 

Qjiibui 
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Quibus przdidis omnibus congregatis coram Con> 
cilio Regis prxdt£lo ipfifque oflenfo per idem Con- 
cilium ex parte R^is quod de jure Coronse Regis 
auxilium Doihino Regi fieri dcbuit in caTu prxdi^o; 
Ac eiiaoi quod expcnrfp multiplices &alia quam plura 
oncra eidem Domino Regi incumbent ad rebellionem 
& malitiam Robetii de Brui proditoris iplius Domini 
Regis ii fibi in psrtibus Scotiz adhzrentium, qui 
adverfus ipfum Regem jam in iJIis partibus guemm 
moveie praefumpferunt, rcprimendas. 

lidem Praclati, Comites, Bareiui, & alii Mag- 
nateF, nee non Milites Comitatuum Traclatum fuper 
hoc cum deliberatione habentes conCderantefque 
auxilium deberi ut prxdJctum ett, & quam plura 
onera R^i incumbere propter guerram pnedictam, 
tandem unanimiter Domino R^ concdlerunt pro 
fe & tota Communitate Regni tricefimam partem 
omnium bonorum fuorum temporalium mobilium, 
quae ipfos habere continget in FeAo Sancti Michaelis 
proximo futuro, habendam pro auxilio eidem Do- 
mino Regi competente ad Mllltiam filii fui praedicti, 
ac etiam in Auxiliuoi Mifarum quas ipfe eft facturus 
circa guerram praedktam ; ita tamen quod ifta con- 
ceflio ipfis vel eorum Succe0brTbus aut haeredlbus fu- 
turis temporibus nullatenus cedat tn pragudicium, 
^ nee in cafu hujurmodi trahatur in cxemplum, & quod 
in taxando bona prfedicta excipiantur omnia quae in 
taxatione Quintx-Decimx a Communitate R^Tii 
Domino Regi anno Regni fui decimo octavo concej^ 
propter exilium Judxorum fuerent excepta. 

Gives quidem & Burgenfis Civitatum ac Burgorum 

ac cxteri de Dominicis Regis congregati & fuper 

praemillis tractatum habentes conflderantefque onera 

Domino Regi incumbentia ut prasmittitur, eidem 

Domino Regi unanimiter conceflerunt ob caufas fu- 

pradictas vicelimam partem bonorum fuorum mo- 

bilium Irabendam ut priedictum eft. 

Inter Memorandum quod ad craftinum SanctK Trini- 

Cammu- tatis proximo prxteritum Prselati & casteri Magnates 

niaBrevia. Regni pro fe & tota Communitate cjufdem Regni* 

de Term, conceflerunt Domino Regi Tricefimam bonorum 

Sandi fuorum omnium temporalium extra Civitates, Bur- 

Micbad. gg^^ 5c Dominica Domini Regis ; & Cives» IcBur- 

Anno 34 ^i„ji;^ & tenentes Dominicorum prxdictorumj vice- 

"■'■**' fimam 
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fimam bonorum ftiorum tam'id Militiam Edward! nes Re- 
fill! Re^s prsedicii, quaoi ad fobfidium defcnfionis mem. 
terrae -Scouse contra Robertum de Bn», &- ipfius Thefau- 
C<Hnplices inimicos Regis, &c. ?'■"'■ 



HJEC Indenturafaftaapud IvetceftreDieLunz Retom. 
12 Die NoTcmbris, Anno Regni R^s Hen- Pari, t 
rici Quinti pod Conqueftum fecundo inter Waltcram H*"- S- 
Hungerford Militem Vicccom. Somerfet in pleno '^' '4* 
Comitatu eodcm Die ibidem tento ex parte una, it 
Raduiphum Hunt Majorem Civitatis Bathon. Jo- 
hannem Skittilh, Johannem Savage, & Johannein 
Haygol^ Gives Civitatis prxdi^s, qae dc aflenfu 
totius Communitatis Civitatis prxdiQx, Eligerunt 
Ricardum Wydccombe, & Williclmum Radefloke 
Duos Gives pro Communitatfi Civitatis prxdiifbc, t 
El&nd. apud Wcftirinfter ad Parliamcntum Domini 
Regis tenendum Die Lunx proximo poft 0£)avaE 
Sani^i Martini proximo futuras, fecundum fannam 
Brcvis Domini Regis quod eA buic annex, eidem 
Vicecoraiti inde Direft. & Johannem Kerewode, 
Johanncm Rullcl, Walierum Dyere, & Lucam 
Wilton Bvrgenfes Burgi de Wells, qui in forma pirae- 
difta Eligerunt Thomam Dyni, & Johannem mn- 
don duos Burget^ts Burgi pnedifli Eflend. tunc ibi- 
dem pro Communitate Bargi pracdidi fecundum 
formam prsedidi Brevis. £t Johannem Ward, 
Williehnum Gofic, Ricardum Ward, & Thomam 
Cave, JJari^OT/^j S«r|'i de Bruggewatcr, qui in forma 
prxdida Eligerunt Wilficlmum Gafcoignc, & Jo- 
hannem Rcdwdly duos Burgenfes Burgi prxdi£ti fe- 
cundum formam difli Brcvis, Et Tliomam Wiger, 
Waltenim Portman, Edmundum Tailleur, & Jo- 
hannem Nortbmore, Burgmfes Burgi de Taunton, 
qui in forma prasdiSta Eligerunt Johannem Merchattt 
& Edmundum Dyere duos Burgmfes Burgi prsedidli, 
El&nd. tunc ibidem pro Communitate &(r^t prx- 
difti fecundum formam prxdiftt Brevis, Dantes & 
Concedentes Civtbus & Burgtnfibus prsediAis plenam 
& ihfficientum potelhtem, pro & & Communitate 
Civitatis & Burgsrum pnedtflorum ad faciendum & 
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conlcntieruluai its quae tunc ibidem de Communi 
Confilio ordinari CQniigerit fuper negotils inibi Trac- 
tandis. In cujus Rei Tcflimonium, &c. 

Hire u/re Rettirnti ta ihis Parltmenl Citifins mfy 
fir tbt City of B«h, and three Burghs^ Wells, 
Bridgwater, and Taunton in the Ceuniy tf Somerfet. 
*thrtt ef the frefent Burghi iiing ommilted, Minehead, 
Milborn-Port and llchefter, tutwithjiandiag the Caint* 
t/'Caarl wat bilden there. In which the EleSlhn viat 
made. , 

The vmdi of the Indenture or Return far Dorfetfhire 
ftr this Parlement are thtjame vjith thi words df this, 
(mutatis mutandis) thm being then the famt Sheriff 
fir bath Ceuntiet. Pool and Corf-CaAle, two only of 
the prejent Burghs^ wire omittfd. 



B«»e Ic TTEnricus Dei gratia Rex Anglise & Franciae, & 
Pari"' JrX Dominus HiberniK Vicecomiii Wilts, Sa- 
u^^' - lutcm : Quia de avifamento conlilii nodrt, pro qui- 
Wilt&ire. *>"'<l''ro arduis & urgentibus negotiis nos, Aaium & 
{4^ ,._ ' defcnfioncm regni nofhi Anglix ac Ecclefiae Angli- 
cans contingencibus, quoddam Parliamentuin nof- 
tnim apud Wellmonait, die Lunse proxitno po(t 
Oftavas San£li Martini proximo fiimrat teneri ordi- 
navimus, & ibide'm cum Prselatis, Magnatibus & 
Proceribus di£ti regni noUri colloquium habere & 
ira£latum : Tibi prsecipimus firmitcr InjungenCcs, 
quod facta proclamatione in proximo Comilatu tuo 
poll reccptionem hujus Brevis, tenend, de die & loco 
przdictis, quos Millies gUdiis cinctos, magis idoneos 
& difcretos de Comitatu prxdictO| & de quilibct 
Civiiate Comiiatus illius'duos Gives ; Sc de quolibet 
Bui^o duos Burgenfes de difcretiorUius & magis fuf- 
6cientibus libcre & indifierentur per Ulos qui Procla- 
nationi hujufmodi interfuerint, juxta formatn (latuti 
inde cditi & provifi, eligi ac nomina eorundcm Mi- 
litum Civium & Burgenfium fie eligendorum in qui- 
burdam Indenturis inter te & illos, qui hujufmodi 
de^^ioni interfuerint, inde conficiendis, licet hujuf- 
modi ellgendi pnefentes vel abfentes fuerint, inlori 
eofque aa dittos diem & {ocum venire fiwiu. I» 
quod 
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quod iidem Milites plenam & fufiktenteni potdlatnn 
pro fe & Communitatc Comitatus pisedictt & di^i 
Ciwi £rf BurgtJifei pre ft £3" Cemmunitalibus Civilatum 
bf Burgarum fradiilarum divijim ab ip/is habeant ad 
faciend. & confentiend. hiis, que tunc ibidem de 
communi conlilio di£ti regni noliri, faventc domino, 
ordinari colitigerit Aiper ncgociis antcdiAia. Ita 
quod pro defcdtu poteCtatis hujufmodi feu propter im* 
providam ele^ionem Militum, Civiumaut Bui^d- 
£uin pnediAorum didla negocia infefla non rema- 
neaat qiiovis modo. Nolumus autem, quod tu leu 
aliquis alius Vicecomes regni noftri prxdi£li atiquali- 
ter fit eleftu) & cleSionem tuam in pleno Comitatu 
luo fa^lm dillinifle & aperie fub llgillo tuo & Tigillis 
eorum, qui ele^ioni illi interfuerint, nobis in Can- 
cellaria noOra ad dittos diem & tocum certilices in- 
dilate, Remitrens nobis alteram partem Indcnlura- 
rum praedidanim prasfentibus confutam, una cum 
hoc Breri. Telle meipfo apud Wenmonaft. Vice- 
fimo fexto die Septembris, Anno Regni nollri fe- 
cundo. 

WROTE HAM. 

Dorfo. Ego Elias de la Man, Viceanus, val/isjigni- 
ficoi quod Breve iftud in omnibus executus 
fum fecundum tenorcm & etFoAum ejuf- 
dem, praut in altera parte Indeiturarum inde 
anfeilarum C^ in quadam eedula huic Brevt 
(onfuta pkniui eoniinetur^ 



H^C Indentura fa£la apud Wilton in pleno 
Comitatu Wilts, lento die Martis proximo 
ante feflum Omnium Sanctorum, Anno Regni Re- 

t's Henrici quinti poll Conquellum fecundo inter 
liam de la Mare Vicecoinitem Comitatus prsedicti 
ex parte una, & WilUelmum Danngens, Johannem 
atte Borwe, Willielmum Befiles, Robenum Erie, 
Nicholaum Lye, Robcrtum AfsheJ^h, Thomam 
Martyn, Johannem Wichford, Laur. Gowayn, 
Tbomam Godefray, Johannem Brid, Johannem 
Benger, Johannem Byngham, Johannem Niweton, 
Henr. Suuley, Johannem Pertiam, Rogerum Ale- 
wyne. 
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wyne, Johinnera Hardy, Thomam Hat, Thomam 
VelUrd, Johannem BiUyndon, Rc^mm Wodman, 
Johanncm Coof, Thoaiam Stiawe, Thomam Stab- 
bere, Ricandnm Hoke, Jacobum Hcmyngby, Gal- 
fridum Cowebrigge, WillielmuiQ Depcnden, & Jo. 
hsnnem Warham ex pane altera, te^atur quod pnc- 
dictus Willielinus Danngens & amnes alii ruperitu 
nominati ad diem & Iwum fnpndictos exiftentes, 
flc per pnedictum Vicocomitem Virtutc Brevis Do- 
mini Regis eidem Vicecomiti directi tt huic IndeBta. 
Tx confuti lingulariter examinati elegervnt WiUicU 
taum Eflurmy Ckivaler, Sc Thooum Boatiam Mi. 
Htes pro Communitale Comitatus prxdicti, & finU- 
liter cJegerunt Waito-um Shirle & Johanncm Bedcet 
Gives pro Communitate Civitatic Novk Sanim, 
Johannem Harlefion & Johannem Whithorn Bur- 
gcnfes pro Communitate BurgitJe Wilton, Willicl- 
mnm Covyntre & Thomam CovyncrcBurgenfespro 
Communitate Buigi de DevyrcE, Thomam Hiwey 
& Johannem Goore Burgenfes pro Cooununitate 
Burgi dc Malmeibury, Johanncm Brid & Thomam 
Hatbeway Burgenfee pro Communitate Burgi de 
Marlcborgh, Robertum Salman & Robertum Roude 
Biu^nfei pro Communitale Burgi dc Calne in Co 
mttatu pncdicto, ad omnia & flngula juxta tcnorem 
prxdicti Brevis in Parliamento dicto Domini R^is 
apud Weftmonaft. die Lunse proximo poft Octavas 
Sancti Mantni proximo foturas, aflign. it ordinal, 
cum aliis communicand. tractand. ncietid. iimiliter 
& terminand. prout dictum Breve cxtgit & requirit. 
In cujus rci tcmmonium, uni parti illius Indentur<e 
peqes pnedictum Vicecomitem remanenti pr»]i<^tus 
Willieimus k omnes alii fuperius nominati figiOa Ru 
appofuerunt ; Alteri vcro parti ejufdem Indcsturse 
penes prxdictum Willielmum Si omnes alios fupcruc 
nominatos refidenti, pnedictus Vicecomes ligilluiB' 
faum appofuit. Dat. die, loco $c anna fupradictis. 



Mom* 
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tfmrnn MilituHi, Civmm SS Burgivfiam 
Comitates WilU., EleMorum ad Parlia- 

• mentum Domini Regis apud Wejimonafi^^ 
die Lm<e proximo foft Oltmdi SanBi^ 
Martini, Anno Regni Regis Henrici 
qtiintipoft ConqueJlumfecUnda* 
"\ ^Anucaptores Willicl-T 

unius Militum electi pro fc \.jfr,iUelmus R^- 
& Contmunitate Comitatus I _ , ' 

predict! ad Parli amentum j 
pncdtctum. J 

ManuCaptorcs Thomse ^ 
Bonham alterius Militum VjahannU Denyat. 
electi ad Parliamentmn prae- VJohannis Gory. 
.diauniK J 

Manucaptofes Walteri 1 
Shirleunius Civium Civita- Vhhan. Durntfard^ 
tis prtedictfe eiccdad Parlia- V^ehan. Cofcombt. 
aientum praedictum. J 

Manucaptorcs JohannJS') 
Beckot alterius Civium cjuf- VrtlUehn. Dmpg. 
dcm Ciifipitis electi ad Par- V^tllulmus SUggt. 
_]iame[ituin prsedictum, J 

Manucap tores Johannis ~\ 
Harlefton unius Burgenf. yhhanntt P^fiarh 
ejafdem Burgi electi ad Par- Vjohannti Rithrmm, 
liaRietitum prxdictum. J 

Manucaptores Johannis "i 
Whitliorn alterius Burgenf. [Sjcardus Lamprey. 
quldem Burgi electi ad Far- cjiihamitt Digon, . 
Jiamentum pnedictum. J 

Manucaptwes Willielmi "j 
Coyynlre unius Burgenfium [jahamtet PJhurt, 
gufdeiQ Burgi electi ad Par- Xjohannts Rkbmm, 
liamentum pnedictum. J 

Manucaptores Thoma T 
Covynirc alterius Bur^nf. [if^iHelmus Ned. 
quidem Burgi electi ad Par- (HenrUus Lamkyn, 
Jiameotum pnedictumi J 

C Mahnfiwj, 
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Manucaptorcs Thomae-j 
Hiweyunlus Bul-genr..(^uf- \Nnhtlaus Ptnpas. 
iJem Burgi ietecti id Ptrlia- \mUielmus Pttimef. 
mentunl prKdictum. J 

Manucaptorcs Johmnis ■» 
Goore alierius Bui^cnf. [Riairdui FtHct. 
ejufdem.Bargi electiadpar- vmmthn.Rabardis. 
^liamcntum prjedietum. J 

MinucaptoMs Johannis-i 
Brid unius BuTgenf. quf- {Rieardui Htfimn. 
<AvtR Burgi decti ad Parlia- \ji,h4mrui Bidt. 
mentum fHWdictum. J 

Manucaptorts Thomse "j 

duHem Bufgi electi ad Par- XmUUUnusiVartttr. 
Jiamentum praedicium. J 

Manucaptores .Rob«rti "i 
Salman unius Burgmr. cjuf- \RiAenus Grene 
dem Burgi electi ad Parlia- [Robtruii Lory, 
mentum pracdiclum, J 

Manucaptorcs Robert! ") 
Roudc alMrius Burgenf. {miU^lmu, Stsiit. 
cjufdem Burgitlccti ad Par- (Jcbanwi Dmel. 
.hamentum praedlctum. J 

The Sherif, notmthflanding bt fays in that part cf 
the Riturn hifsre the Indenture, That h bad in all 
things tietcuted the ^rit according to tbe Tenor and Ef- 
fea thereof, yet returned only two Citifenifor New 5a- 
rum, and Sargeffts fir only five Burghs: having emit- 
ted nine 0/ the prefent Burghs, viz. Dowhton, Hin- 
don, Weftbury, Hciribury, Chippenham, Crickc- 
lade, Bedwin, LiMgerOiaJ, Old Sawm, «wrf Woot- 
ton-Baflet ■ ^md tht GOifera and Burgejfesftnt to thii 
ParieJnmt vme ehcfen if tbe fmne Perfms, that theft 
thi-Kmgbu of &e Shirt, ^ ^ 

The Return fir De¥cnfliiro fir thefana Parlevma 

was mthoMt Indemut-e, mfy lit Nomas of-tia Kmgbts, 

Otifins and Burgffa, aoith thir Mnacoftarvt tr 

SurttitJ, utrt retuKtud. ^ndtiwt-twtCit^.wlyfor 

£xon. 
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Uxoia^aHd-Burgtffisfer five Burghs, Plympton, Tot- 
tones, TavyAok, Bamftaple, md Dcftmouth j mi 
tbax the Rtturn is-tloftd tviib thtfe worth. El ron funt 

S lures Civitaies, feu Burgi intra Comiutum pne- 
idhtm. Tbt Sheriff having emitied fix ofthefrtfint 
Barghs, yiz; Plymouth, Okehampcon, Honilon, 
Afhburtpn, Beralflon, aiid Tivenon. 



T> £3C univerGs & Gngulis Vicecomilibm, Mi- }^at; 3. 
w\_ joribus, Ballivii, Conllabulariis, Miniftrit M.4.p.i. 
Scalris fideiibus fuis tam infra libertatcs quam extra M- 23- 
ad quos, &c. Saiutem. Sciatis, quod cUm Tecun- 1^> *&* 
Auip con/uctudinem in r^no naftro Anglise haflenus 
obtentam 8c approbatam, homines de antiquo do- 
minico Coronz Angli« quieti fint k efk debeant i 
prxftationci TheolonCi per totum reniuni Angliari 
Vobis mandamus, quod homilies de Manerio de Aif- 
bertone, quod dc antiquo Domtnico Coronae Atiglix 
exillit, ficut per quandam Coiiiicatinnem per The- 
lauiarivm & Caoicrarios Domini Ricardi nuper Re- 
gis Angliee fecundi poA conquedum in' Canccllariunl 
niam de Mandate ipfi^is nuper Regis miflamj it in 
filaciis Canceilariac f^jufdem nuper Regis refidenteni 
plen£ liquet, dehujufmodi pr»(latione Theolonei vo- 
bif prsett'.'i^a quietos efle p^mittatis, juxt^ cotifuetu- 
dinem fupradictam. In cujus, kc. Tefte Reg^ 
Bpud WeAioonan. vicefimo fexto die .^ifilis; 

Nate tbit thtn a Teum in Amiini Dttruafiif aitd wt 
^^g^i y* '" i^ Et I. andi Hen. 5. it/ehl Mpm " 
^trj le P<irlttiuHt. 



LonSn^ \ij InfptximtSi Tempore Saii. 1 1 
fieit. 2. Rif. I, 

REX omnibus ad quot, kci fahtwoi. Ia> p,^ ^ j^^ 
fpeximui tcnorem Cahz Domini * He;irici ,. „. ,/ ' 
quondam Regis An^Hte Progenitt^s noftri faflam in m: 3.' " 
bttcveba. U|tari);ttsI}«gratii'RcEAn^cArchl- *Heti. I. 
C a «pifcopo W. 17. 
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enrcopo Cantuarienfi, & Epifcopis, & Abbatibus, & 
Comitibus, &c JJaroiubjis, & tufikiariis, & Vice- 
comitibus & omnibus fidelibus fuis Francis & Angli- 
cis tocius Anolix, Salucem. Sciatis me conceflijie 
' Civibus meis Londonia: Tentndum Middlcfexiam ad 
firmam pro irecentis librls ad coinputum ipfis & hx- 
redibus Aiis de me & hseredibus meis. Tta quod ipli 
Gives ponent Vicecomitem qtialem voluerint de feipfis 
& Jii[^)cianum quencunque vel qualcm voluerint dc 
feiplis ad cullodienda placita Coronae mez, & ad ea- 
dem pladEanda, & nullus alius erit JutUciarius Tuper 
ipfos liomines Londoniae, & Gives nan placitabunt 
extra muros Civitatis pro Ullo placito, & lint quiett 
de {a) Schel, & dc (A) letby & dc {/) Daniftld^ & 
de (d) Murdro ii nuUus eorum faciat bellum, & Hquis 
Givium de placitis Coronx implacitatus fucrit per 
(t) Shall ^i) Sacramenitim quod judicatum fucrit in Civitatc fc 
Pf"?^ _ difralionei homo London, & infra muros Givitatis nul- 
Owh ^^ W hoipitetur, nequc de mea fifmilia ncque de 

alia vi alicui hofpitium liberatur. £t omnes homines 
Londonix fint quieti & liberi, & omnes eorum res 
per totam Angliam & per portus maris dc Theoionco 
& PaOagio & Lcftagio & omnibus aliis confuetudini- 
bus, & Ecclelix & Baroaes (/) & Gives habeant& 
teneant ' 

Seel and {a) {i) Scot and Loi, Publicic Impofitiotii or Con-< 

io/whatf iribuuon. 

DantgelJ {c) Dantg*U. See Notes npon the Charter of Tar- 

what i mouib, 

Murdtr (</) HatirMm, JigniGes not only the Crime, bat the 

what f Mulit or Pecuniary pDoiflnnent for that Crime. So that 
to be free from Murder, was, thai the place where the 
Murder wat commiited, and the Mortfaerer fled, fhould 
not be Fined or Amercied for not producing of him. 
See Ltg. Ed. Cenf. e, 15. Gul. 1. r. z6. \b Utn. r. 

NoStran- fp NoSirangerin thefe timei waslodged, orhadhil 

f;er to be abode tn'the City, unlcfa placed by the Kings Marlhal, 
Ddged in ■ ot by the Guardian, or Alderman of the Ward or Li, 
the City beny, arid for hl« being fo lodgedor placed, he gave to 
o\Lmdon, him or hjs Servant Cuftom, i. 1. Money, at below. 
^' (g) Barons. The Citifens or Men of Lcnden, who 

Baruns of fot the Dignity of the City, .and Aniient Liberties of th 
LoHdoK Citiliioi, were wost to be calltd Barov. Suoi frafu 

Civit^i'- 



D,4,i,zc.bvGoogk' 



TirAPPENDIX. 37 

tctieant bene & in pace (h) Socas fuas cum omnibus 
confuctudintbus. Itaquod horpites qui in Sukis liof- ' 
pirabuntur nulti dent confuetudincs, niH illi cujus 
(1) Soka fuerit vet miniftro fuo quern ibi pofuerir, &c 
Homo Londonix non judicetur in mifericordia pc- 
cunia: niliad fa (i) JFert, fcilicet adcentnm'SolJdos, 
~ dico 



Civitatii Dignilatlm, H Civinm anliquam Liiirialtm 
Bartaii niffiuviaan afftliari, Ptfru \ti J. D, 12J3. The 
fame Author in A, D. 1258. LsndiBum dtftinati cent/e- 

eaviruMl Itliui Civitatii Cives qtai BaroHtt tiecaat, be- Parii Tri\t- 

Uig fent to LaadeH tfaey called together the Ciii/mi ufthe taken in 

whole Ciiy, which they cM Baretu. But for the latter hi* Rea- 

part of ibe Reafon which the Mank gives, -why they were fop, why 

ttUUi BartHt, it waionly kit Fancy : For Baren was a LondaHtri 

Nanaait or Frtmeb word, and cine ia afe here after the were caU 

Conquell ; h thai the Citifeni could not hare that Ap- W Ba- 

pelUiion for any antient Liberties they enjoyed, for it runs. 

wu then but 187 years fince the Conquell, which was The Citi- 

DOt time enough to make them Antient, according to the fen i and 

meaning of the word in fuch Cafei. And further, the Inhabi- 

Cili/mt of Terk and Cbtpr, the Barriffci of Warmiek, taali of 

and of oiber famous Cititi and Tectum that were Endotstd Terk, 

wiih /arge ind Rfja^ Fri<vilt£tt, were called Baroni, yet Chefiir 

rfae Cit'/i'i or Burgtffii, or Ubabitanti of any of thefe, and War- 

or other places, were not fo termed to Damtfaay-Day, imick were 

nor had they xixmny atraerdiaary Lihniet : There- called Ba< 

fore fiace the making of that Beak they muft have that rnns. 

Title, and that for the great /"riWixw and Immaaitia *Iaverio. 

S granted by the King, and not otherwife ; perhaps lor What the 

□me fignal Service done him, as Sir fftary Spelmam Barons of 

* truly informs us. But the word i^erdn/j in this Char- Leaden 

ter feems to mean the better fort of Citifens, that is, the were. 

Guardiam at AUermtf of the Wardi ; for the words are. The Citi- 

Et Baremi, l^ Citiri, which put a JiiftinQien between fens of 

ihegriattr and erdiiiary Cia{en». Nor was this Appel- OrUant 

Jation ufed here in England only, for the Citijtni of Or- and BouT' 

Jtans, and Beurgti in Franc*, are fo called. ' gts in 

(hj Their Liitriiii or Wardi, lyiib all CuRonu or Franet 

Payments. were cal- 

(i) Except to the Guardian, « a* noic, the Jldtrman led Ba- 

of the ^ard, or bis Servant. rons. 

CkJ A Citifen of Ltndan fliall not be Amercicd beyond The Price 

his ^n-f, that is, the /rt» of his //^Hf/, aj Lift, which of a Citi- 

was too Shillipgs. fens life. 
C 3 M'/- 
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dico 6e ptacito quod a<I pectmiaOi pertintfat, & anir- 
pliui non fit (IJ Meflccnninge in (w) Huftengo nc- 

?ue in (n) P'otkefiiiot, ncque in aliis placiiis infra 
:ivitatem, & Huftengum fedeat fcmel in Ebdomada, 
(p)Pa«rDt> videlicet, die Lunit, & terras fle (a) vadimonia &de-> 
bita Civibus mois habere faciam in^ Civiiatum & 
extra, & de terrls de quibus ad me clamaverint reSum 
efs tencbo lege Civitatis. £t fiquii theoloneum vel 
confuetudinem 3 Civibus meis Londoniae ceperit. 
iCivei Londooiie capiant de SuFgd vel de V31a ubi 
theoloneuRi vel confuetiido capta f&erint quantum 
homo Londoniz pro tfieoton'cb dedir, & proinde de 
dampno receperit, & bhihes debitores qui Civibus 
London debita debent eisreddsn't in Tjohdonia vel in 
London!^ fe difrationeni quod iion debent, quod fi 
J reddere nblucnnt, neque quod non debent ad difra- 
tionandum venire, tunc Cives Londoni^ quibus de- 
bita A13 debcntur capiant namia fua in Civiiate Lon- 
don de.Burgo vel Villa vd de Copiitatu in quomanet 
qui debiium debet. £t Cives Londgni^ habeant 

jayitM- (O MtfitkHinge from the Sa«on iettlltese or (Cflmait, 

aingt atari, vtcari, and mil, or in French mt, mali. S© ' 

what } Mtfitnainei waa, when otae Mah fall^ or unduly pro- 

* Coi- ilecUted another, or zt * Brcrnptan hath it, MjfitmAiig, 

1)57.11.10. i. e. Fariath Is^atla in Carid, a Variation of the ?&a 

|n Coart ; that '», when a Wtaehaiigei int. leieuet hii 

firft PIe4, and tdkes up another. 

Hufltngi (m) Uafttngm or Sfsfiiknm^ either from TlfU^ a Houfir, 

what? and CtOft. or Thing Ca^a, a //«•/* *here ^aufts were 

„ -. tryed. Or from the Saxon wotd Mff, or%hff8,jH- 

««/««# frmum, Higheft. and Wcm, Judicium, a Court 'or 

noiappro- ■^odgment according to Mr. SoMntr ; fo thit tiaftii,g Ti- 

pria^ed to gnifiM ip this ftnre the S^prmt Ceuh of the City of i«- 

LeadsM. ^^_ aj in troth iti». 'Bai the'Same wis not eppripriatrJ 

fo the Chii/CeuTt in led&n oiiiy, fdr ■WiKcbtftir, Lh- 

nhi, r«ri, tht fiwPBrti, H.'tA i\ie I/t of Shiptiity\<xii't 

their fiuJUngi. 

Ftilm (k) Falii/Uct, ftom ffAt, People, br is th<y are 

^^ ■ often called /MliFr, and J^tK. a Mitiing or CohWhHAi. 

A Ceni/tnti'tu and <7«&rr bf the Piepk, which in f^iVr/ 

-and Cauniiti vim, and dqw i«, the Sberiffi Turn, 'and m 

CirtM and Burgbi may be called the^Brjj-]lf«l'f,'or 

Sbtriffi-Caurt. 
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(p) fugationes Tuas ad rugindum ficut melius &plc- ffJTheit 
niusljabueruntAnteceiroreseorum, fciJJcet, in Oiil- Hanuiix*. 
tre & Middlefexe & Surrcic. Teftibus EpifL-ppp 
"WinionienG, & Roberto filio Richicr $c Hugoqe 
Bigot & AInero de Toteneis & Witiielmo de alba 
Spina & Huberto Regis Camerano ?£ Willielmo ^c 
Mountfichet & Haugulfo de Taney & Johanne 3cl- 
ict& Roberto filio Siwardi apud Weflmonaflerium. . 

JTvre is thifame Charter hy Inrpcximus in j Hen. 4. 
25 Mail. 



he 



Nfpeximus infuper cartam Domini Henrici Scr ^'"* *• 
cundi quondam Regis Anglix Progenhcuis noft^ 



ia^am in hsc verba. Henrtcus Rex Anglix, tg. putf 
i^ormannits tf Jquitania isf Comes Andegavia Ardiir 
cpifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbaiibus, Conjitibus, fiarpr 
nibus, Jufticiariis, Vicecomltibus, Mjniftris& om^ 
nibuG fidelibkis fuis Francis & Anglis totius Angli;)!^ 
Salutem. Sciatis me conccHifle Civibus mcis J^oi|- 
doniae quod nuUus eorum phcitet extra muros Ciyi- 
tatis Lundenise de ullo placito p''aeter placita de |;«Dtb- 
ris exterjoribus (exeeptis (m) MonetarJis & Miniflffs (a)Which 
meis.] Conccfli etiam eis quletanciam Murdri inl)^ wei« re- 
urbam & id. * (b) Portibko, & quod nullui cwuq^ fcrved to 
facial diicllum, & quod de plactcis ad Coronam fefr ^'* °'^'^ 
lineniibus fe polTint {^e) difrationajc fecundum aiiti- Court, 
qujm conrueiudinem Civitatis prsedidE, & quod * "* 
infra muros Civitatis nemo capiet hofpitium per vim \l°'p|'"' 
vol per iiberationem Marefcalli. Hoc etiam cis con- . " "" 
cefli, quod omnes Gives Lundoniic fine quieii de ,^\ yjj. 
Theolonco & Lellagio per tocam A[>gliam & per por- c«i. 
tus maris, & quod nullus dc {d) mifericordia pc- ^^ ,, 
cunis judicetur ni(i fecundum legem Civitatis quam ^/^ Viik 
i)abi)ei-i«« tfimpore Regis Henrici Avi mei, & qvod Cart, 
in Civitare in nullo placito fit Utefkenninga, it, quod Um. |. 
Huftingum femel tan'um in ebdomada tcncamr. & 
quod terras fuas & ten^raj $( vadimooia if, omnia der 



him from [he the Gates of the City. wh^ii f ' 
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bila jufte habe^nt quicunque ets debeat. £t de tnris 
fuis ic tenuris qux infra urbem funt reftum eh te- 
neatur fccunduRi confuciudineni Civitatis, & de om* 
nibus debitis fuis quae acconiniodata fuerint apud 
Londoniam, & de vadimoniis ibidem fastis placila 
apud Lundohiam teneantur. £t fi quis in tota 
Anglia Tbeoloneum vel confuetudinein ab hominibiu 
Lundonix ceperit, pollquam ipfe a re<5to defecerit, 
Vicecomes L\indon'ne Namium indeapud Lundoniam 
capiat, Concedo etiam cis, quod habeant fiigationes 
fiias ubicunq\ie cas habueruni tempore Regis Henrici 
Aviciei, Infuper etIam ad emendation em Civitatis 
cis concefTi quod onines lint quieti de (t) Bridtol, & 
de (/) Childwite, & de (g) Jerefgieue, & de (A) 
ScotaSe, itaquod Vicecomes nollerLundoiiix vel ali- 
quis alius Ballivus Scotale non faciat. Has pta^ii^tas 
confueiudines eis concede, & omnes alias libertaics 
& liberas confuetudines quas habuerunt tempore Re- 
gis Henrici Avi mei quando meliores vel liberiorcs 
habuerunt. Quare volo & Bripiier prtecipio, quod 
ipli Sc hxredes eorum hfcc omnia prsedicEla h^reditarie 
habeant & teneant de me & de meis hxredibus, 
Tcftibus T ArcMepircopo Cantuarienfi 

K Epircopo Londinenfi Ph Epiicopo 

Baiocenfi, £rn Epifcopo Loxovienii, 

T Cancellario, R de novo Burgo 

R de Sanao Walrico R de Wa- 

renna Walth Maminol Ricardo de Lucy 

Gua^ lilio Geroldi Ma fiifed Lof 

de Ballfilio, apud WeAmonafl^rium, 



BriJftl. f,) JBjibtol, that is, BriJgt-Ti>ll, Money paid for 

ChiUtiiiit paffing over a Bridge. 

and Ltir^ 

Witt (P I'tic ^^^^ "'''h X^tCtttite, Money paid, or a puniOi- 

wbat I nent for corrupcing a Bend-Maid, 

Jere/gieite fg^} Jire/giiiu, oi Geri/gieut, ttie fame (hat CfrfAna, 

or Gtrt/'- a Bribe or Reward given to tbe Kingt or other O&cen, 

gieut for Connivence, and being favourable in their Office. 

* * , (h)&iVi^, Seethe Doe« vron ff^t^img/brd CbaiWt, 

*«"^ Letter (aj. 

what? ' ' 11^- 
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INfpeximus etiam Cartam Domini Ricardi primi Ric. t. 
quondam Regis Angliie Progenitoris noftri faiflam ~ 
in hiEC verba. Ricardus Dei Gratia Rix AngUx, Dux 
Normamite, Jqiutaaia Comes Jndegavi/e, ArcJiiepif- 
copis, Epifcopis, Abbatibus, Comltibus, Baroni- 
bus, Jufticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Miniflris, & om- 
nibus &jelibus fuis Francis & Anglis totius Anglice, 
Salutem. Sciatis nos concefiilTe Civibus noftris Con- 
doniz, quod nullus eorum placitet extra muros Civi- 
talis Londonias de u!Io placito prajter placita de tenu- 
ris exterior ibusjexceptis Monetariis & Miniflris nof- 
tris.J Concellimiis etiam eh quietanciam Murdri in- 
fra urbcm & in Portfoka, & quod nullus eorum fa- 
cial dueilum, & quod de placitis ad CoTonam perti- 
nentibusCc poUlnt * difraiionare Tecundum amiquam • Vid. 
confQetudinem Ctvitatis, & quod infra mUros Civi. Chartam. 
tates nemo capiat liofpitium per vim vet per liberatio- Hen. t. 
ncm Marercalli. Hoc etiam eis conceiTimus quod 
omnes Gives Londotiise fmt quieti de I'beotoneo ti 
Leftagio per totam Angliam & per portus maris, Sc 
quod nullus de mifericordia pecuniae judiceiur nifi fC' 
cundum legem Civitatis quam habuerunt tempore 
Regis Henrici Avi Henrici Patris noftri. Et quod in 
Civitate in nullo placito fit Velkenninga, & Huftin- 
gum feme! tantum in ebdomada teneatur, & quod 
terras fuas & tenuras, & v'adimonia & debita omnia 
juRe habeant quicunque eiS dtbeat, & de terris fuis tc 
tenuris quae infra urbein funt reftum eis teneatur fe- 
cundum confuetudinem Civitatis, & de omnibus de- 
bitis fuis qux accommodata fucrini apud Londoniam 
teneaniur. Et fiquis in tota Anglia TheoJoneum vel 
confuetudinem ab hominibus Londoniae ceperit poft- 
quam ipfe a reito defecerit, Vicecomes Londoniz 
namium inde apud Londoniam capiat. Concedimus 
etiam eis quod habeant fugationes fuas ubicunque eas 
babuerunt tempore Regis Henrici Avi Henrici Patris 
noHri. Infuper etiam ad emendationem Civitatiseis 
conceflimus, quod omnes fint quieti de Bridtol, & 
de Chiidwite, & de Jerefgieue, & de Scotale, ita 
quod Vicecomes noHcr Londonis vel aliqois alius 
Balllvus Scothalc non facial, tfas prardirtas cbn- 
iuetudines eis concedimus & omnes alias libertares & 
liberas confuetudines quas habuerunt tempore R^is 
Jienrjci Avi Henrici Patris ntrflri quando meliores vel 
1, libcriores 
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liberiores habuerunf. Quare volumus Sc firmrtdr 
pneapimus, quod ipCt & hsredes eorum hxc omnfai 
prxdi^a hicreditarie habeant & teneant de nobis ic 
jiseredibus noAris. TcDibus Huberto Cantuarienfi. 
Archiepifcopo, Ricardo Londinenli, Hugone Du- 
nelmenti, Gilebcrto Roffenri, Hugone Lincolntenli 
Epifcopis, Ran Comite CcflriK, Ricardo 

Comitc dc Clare, Willielmo MarefcalJo, Rogero 
Bigot, Guafrido filio Petri, Hugone Bardolfe, Wil- 
liefmo Briewer, Wiltidmo de Warcnna. Data per 
manum Willielmi Elienfis Epifcopi Cancdlarii noAri 
apud VVintoniam Vicctimo lecundo die Aprilis^ An- 
no Regni noftri quinto. 



INfpexitnus infuoer quandam aiiam cartam ejufdem 
Domini Regis Progenitoris nofiri faiStam in haK: 
verba. RUardus Dei Gratia J^jt Angiix, Dux Nar- 
marmiix, Aquitaimiie, & Comti Andtgavia, Archiepif- 
cQpis, £pilcopi«, Abbatibus, Comitibus, Baronibus, 
JuHiciariis, Vicecomitibus, Senefcallis, Caftellanis, 
ConAabularlis, B^illlvis, MiniHris & omnibus lideli- 
bus fuis, Salutem. Noverit XJniverfitai vefVra nos 
pro Salute animse nollrx & pro Salute animx Hcn- 
rici Regis Patris nofVri, & animaruRi antecellbruin 
nofirorum, necnon & pro communl utilitate Civitatis 
nollne Londonix, & totius Regni noflri conceflifle, 
tt firmitcr prascepille, ut omnes Kidelli qui funt in 
Thamifia amoveantur ubicunque fuerint in Tamifia ; 
& ne de ca;rcro Kidelli alicubi ponamur in Tamifia. 
Quietum ctiam clamavimut omne id quad Cul^odcs 
Turris no^rz Londonix annuaiim percipcre folebant 
de prx:dii!)is KideJIis. Quare volumus & iirmiter 
prxcipimus, nc aliquis Cu^os ptx(z\x Turrb aliquo 
tempore pod hoc aliquid exigat ab aliquo, nee ali- 
quam demandam aut gravamen live moleTtiam alicui 
infcrat occafione pr^diflorum Kidellorom, S^tis 
enim nobis conliat, & per venerabilem Patretn nof- 
trum Hubertum Cantuaricnfem Archtcpifcopum & 
per alios fideles noftros nobis fuflicientur datum eft 
intelligi, quod maximum detrimentum & incommo- 
dum prasdifta; Civitati noftrx Londonise, ncc tion & 
toti r^no noflro occalione KldeUovm iiloram prb- 
vcntebat> 
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ifEftiebat, qaod ut firinain & ftaWW^perffe+eret Mper- m.„,(,u 
6ctunM yfrayeiitis pbgih* ihfdiptioWe & figlHi noftii 
aptwlftiOne corttrtunivftnos'. HIS Teftftiis Habwto 
CantuaKtehfi Arditepir<Spb, JbhiiYiitt CtMniit Mori- 
fairitt, Ran CVyBiife GclW*, ftobCTto Go- 

Arite i>iceftH», WilUHhtto CoMtc Artjtidd, Co- 
mitfe Wfniel?n6 MirefcaHo, W^!licmib At Sifnftli 
MarJa; Ecclefia, PrtrbHW HcHstrti, MatthaoTH^ 
tre fuo; Sym "ife kytrtii, Sattio *: <2iiln. 

Cfa. I>ara per Aianurti Magiftri" Eu^adbti S^riAl 
Decani Vities OancelWy^i rtifit agcntis iifiuj Ihftiliftn 
• A'rtdeKatam aftimb qtiSrtbJie Jnfii, R'egWi ndllri • Iffec* 
Anno 0(51^6. ^JjiJe^ih 

-- - ■■■ --■>■- -■ --■ - *^- 

London. i jobannis. 

JOharlHes Dei 'Gratia, &«. ArdiidpMcottis, &c. Cart. An- 
Sciatrs. Ncs cotKcffi^ Oivibus nsfMs'Lbndon' dq. 
Hc, quod natlas eorum placiiet^xrrainUrosKliivhaiis C. n. 26. 
Loridonia de nullo ptaifto-pi»t*r:plneite dcTcfiuris ,*•• '8- 
eKtCTi^bQs, exceptJB Mdrverariis'^ MiniArisnoftris. 
CdnocSkfrns AJam eis qtil^anciain miirdri ihfHtiir- 
bem & in Portfocha, & quod nullus eorum'fodat 
duellum, & quod de placitis ad coronam pertinenti- 
bift -it p^ffint difrsfioncrft Iticfandi^ 'enti^hi cbn- 
foeiadincto 'Oivhaiis, & quod Infta tedi-<* Giviwiis 
neque In 'Portfecha nemo <^pNt 'h^[titiuh)'p«fr vim 
TCl.^Hiheraiiatifem Mafcfciiti. "HocatiahTebiMcffi- 
inus quod omnes Gives Londonias lint quietittt ^he- 
ioneo fc Lcftagio & omni alia confuetudine per om- 
nes 'terns nbltra's dti^ nraPe '& 'Utt>a <& 1)tibd ^iillus 
demifrricbrdra p«iini»'}odi«tUr ftlliifefcundtftd I^fh 
Civitatfs qaam habuerliiit letnpt^ik^fe-MenriCio^i 
Henrtei Pa(f is niiftri. Et 'quod 1 ih Ci+it**: Ih ' milto 
ptacito'fit'Mefktonihga, ^& ^!6d'Htll1lMga ftAiil ftfti- 
tum in ebdomada teneatur & i^Md tefMs'Aitafi^C'tc- 
nuras & vadimonia & debita utnnia Juflc habeant 
quicunque eis debeant. £t de terris fuis & tenuris 
qux inn-a urbcm funt cis return teneatur fecundum 
confuetudiiiein Civitatii, & de omnibus dcbitls fuis 
quae accommodata fuenmt apud Londoniam & de 
vad 
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vadimoniis ibidem fa3ii placiu apud Londonlam- 

teneantur. Et fiquis in aliquam tcrrarum noflramna 

citra mare vel ultra five in portubiu maris citra vel 

ultra Theloncum vel aliquam aliam confuemdinem 

ab hominibus London ceperit poftquam ipfe a re^lo 

defcccrit Vicecomites London Namium inde apud 

London capiant. Conceffimus et'ata eis quod ha- 

t>cant fugationes fuas ubicunque eas habuerunt tem> 

pore R^is Henrici Av) Henrici Patris noflri. In- 

luper etiam ad emendatlonem Civitatis eis concclli- 

mus quod omnes lint quieti de Bridtol & de Childwite 

'The it * Jerefleue & de Scotale, ita quod Vicecomes 

bme with noftd- Londohis nee aliquis alius Ballivus Scotale 

fce^^^"* "°" facial. Has pnedi^s confuetudines eis concef- 

». - .* fimus & omnes alias libeitates & liberas conruetudines 

c£it 1"^* habuerunt tempore Henrici Regis Avi Patris 

noftri quando meliorcs & liberiores habuerunt. 

Quarc volumus & firmiter pneciplmut quod ipfi & 

hxredes eorum hxc oolhia prxdidta hxreditarie & 

integre habent & teneant de nobis & hxredibus nof- 

tris. Teftibus Hub^o Cantuarienii Archiepi&opo 

Cancellario noflro. W. Londoniz Epifco- 

- po, &c. Data per manum prxdifli Hubert) Can- 

tuaricnlis Archiepifcopi Cancellarii noftri apud Sor- 

ham decimo Septimo die Juniia Anao Regni noAri 

primo. 

The Citifins pf London govt 3000 l^^is for the 

Contirmation of ilieir Liberties by thii Charter, ai 

• I Joban- appears hy the * Oblata Roll §f this year, and it was 

mi, M. left ;„ the Hands £/"Geofry Fitz-Peter until they paid 

"o- the Afoney. 

Gives London dant Domini Regi tria Millia Mar- 
canmi pro habenda coniirmatione Domini R^is de 
Libertatibus iuis in Carta, & Uberabitur Gal/ridofilia 
Petri per fie. Quod fi ilia tria millia iVIarcarum vo- 
lunt dare fuam Cartam habcbuni, fin autem non, 
Caitam noti habebunt. 
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Winton. I Ric. i. 

RTcardus Dei Giatii Rtx Anglix, Dux Nonnan- Cart. 
niK, &c. Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbati- Antiq. 
bus, ComitibuE, Baronibus, Juniciariis, Vicecoini- ^^' 3°' 
tibus, Miniflris & omnibus fiallivis & Bdelibus Cuis ^' '9* 
tatius tcrrx fuse, Salutem. Sciatis nos concdiifle 
Civibus noflris Wintonias de gilda Mtrcataria, quod 
nuUuseomm ptacitet extra muros Ctvitatis Wintonise 
de ullo placito pnetcr placita de tehuris exterioribus, 
exceptis Monetariis it Minillris noAris. Concefli- 
mus etiam eis quod nullus eorum facial duellum, & 
quod de placitis ad Coronaoi nollram pertinentibus fe 
pofTuit dirrationare fecundum aniiquam confuetudi- 
nem Civiiatis. Haec ctiam cis conceflicnus quod om- 
nes Gives Wintonix .^^ Gildo Mtrcaiarla Cint quicti 
de Thcloneo & Lellagio & Pontagio in feria & extra 
& per portus maris omnium tetrarum nolh-arom ciira 
mare &. ultra, & quod tHiIlus de Mirericordia pe- 
cuniae judicetur nifi fecundum atitiquam l^cm Civi- 
tatis quam habuerunt tempore anteceiTonim noftro- 
rum, & quod terras & tenuras fuas & vadimonia & 
dcbita omnia julle habeant quicunquc eis debeat, St 
de terris fuis & tcnuris quK infra urbem futit reiflum 
eis teneatur Secundum confuctudincm Civitatis, Sc 
de omnibus debitis fuis qux accommodata fuerint 
apud Winloniam & de vadimoniis ibidem fadtis pla- 
cita apud Wintoniam teoeantur, & fi quis in tota terra 
noftra Theloncum vcl confuetudinem ai hsmtnibus 
Wintoniie de Giltia Mercaiaria ceperit, poft quam 
ipfc a reito defeccrit Vicecomes de Southamton vel 
Prxpofitus WintoniK Namium indc apud Wintoniam 
capiat. Infuper etiam ad emendandam Civitatem 
eis conceflimus quod omnes fint quicti & de * Jeref- • The 
giene & de Scotiefhale ita quod fi Vicecomes nofler fame tviik 
vel aliquis alius Ballivus Scotthale &ciat. Has pne- Gtrtfiima, 
diAas confuetudines eis concedimus & omnes alias '^^ ^''^~ 
libertatcs&^liberasconfuetudinesquas habuerunt tcm- ^"•gf"''^ ^ 
poiibus Anteceflbrum nodrorum quando meliorcs vel ^"^i''"- 
liberiores habuerunt ; & fi aliqux confuctudines in- 
jure levatx fuerunt inguerra caHata: lint, & quicun- 
que petierint Civitatem Wintonix cum mercatu fuo 
de quocunque loco fint, five extranei five alii, venianr, 
morentuc 
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morcntur & recedant in galva g^O ^¥^ rcddendtf 

redas confuetndincs, & nenlo' eos difturbet fuper 

hanc Canam noflrain. Quarc volumus & firmitet 

. prcapimus qgod ipfi & b'ier4iies eonim bsec onini^ 

prsedtda barttBlarie bobiam ^ Uaeant dt noUt & fa!~ 

ntbtui nqjerit. Tciiihus WattcEo Rotbomageiifi Ar- 

ehicpUcopo. R. Bathoaienfi, H. 

CoveniFcafi Epifeopis, Bertram dc Ver- 

Jun, johaQiK'Mare&aillD, W. UaraTcallo. 

Data per tnanum Jobannis de Alancon Archidiaconi 

* In JVw- }^(xovia: Vicccaocellaiii aoQfi apud f Nupancurt- 

aanJf. dccioio quarta dicMartii, Anno primo Kegni Dof\ri. 



Zjincoln. i ve^ 2 Eic. 



Cart. T> IcarduG Dei Gratia Rtn Miglite, Dux Nirmgn- 

^"''1- J\. "'"i Aquiiama^ Comts AndegavJK Arc^iepif- 
'f, D. 16. copis, Epiliropis, Abbatibus, Comitibus, Baroni- 
N. 20. bus, Juniciariis, Vicecoipiiibus, Minillris fc wnni- 
bMs fidelibus fuistam Francis quam Anglis, Salmem. 
Sciatis nos conceQi^^e Civibus noftris LincolniK quod 
Dullus eoFum placitet extra Civitatctn Linct^nix de 
aliquo placito prater placita de tenuris exterioribus, 
Cxceptis Monctariis&mln^nsaoftris. Conccffimut 
etiam quietanciam nuirdii infra Civitatem & In Pert- 
foiha & quod nuilus eorum faciat duelium, & quod 
de placitis ad coronam peninsntibus fc polTint difra- 
tionane lecuodum canfuctudinem Civium CivicatiE 
Lincolnise, 8e quod infra Civitatem illam nemo ca- 
piat holpiiiun) piu- vim vel per liberationem Marelcal- 
](. Hoc cnam eis conceSimHS quod omnes Civfs 
Lincolnia: Urn quie^i de Thdoneo tt Leftagio per 
totam Angliam '& per partus Maris, & quod nuilus 
de M^icordia {kcuiok judicetur nifi fecundum it- 
{^Ot quam habent Cives noftri LundonisE, & quod 
in Cjvttate tlla in nuHo pla^o fit Mefkennin^^ it 
' The quod * BurwaEemot femei tamum in ebdoma^a tc- 
Burgb or uegtur ; & quod letras & teniiras & vadia Aia & de- 
Folkmot, yj^ j-yji pjjmjj, juftg iiabeant quicun^a eis debnt, 
of the''la ^ ^ terris' fuis & Unuris quic infra Civiuteon June 
t;e£tuiniei$ taneaturiecunduiti conlbetoduiem-Civiu* 
3 ««» 
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tis, & de omnibus dcbitis fuis quae accommodata fu- hibitanti 
erint apud Lincoinhm & de vadiis ibidem fastis pla- of the 
cita apud Lincolniam teneantur, £i liquis in tota'Bargbor 
An^ia Ttieoloncum vd conAietudincm ab faominibus Ciiy. 
Lincoinix ccperit poftquam ipfc a refto defeccritf 
Prtepafiius Lincolnise Namium apud Lincolniam ca- 
piat. Infuper etiam ad cmendationem illiu* Civitatis 
illis conceffimus quod lint quieti de Bridtol, tc de 
Ctuldwite & de Gereigienc & de Scothale, iia quod 
Pnepejkus nec alius BalUvus Scothalam faciat. Has 
prsedi^as confuctudincs eis concdTimus & omnes aliaa 
Ubertates & liberas confuetu dines quas habuount vel 
babent Civcs noflri Lundonise quando meliorec vel 
Uberiores habuenint Tecundum libcrtates Lundoni>& 
kges Civljates Lincolnix. Quire vo]umus& 6rmi- 
ter ptvcipimua, quod ipfi ic bttredtt «oruni hzc om> 
nia pncdida hebtoni Sc Uniam inertditarit dc tuiis &t 
bartdibta nafirit reddendo per annum Hnvitt vigiini 
Ubras numero de Lincolnti cum omnibus peninentils 
ad Scaccarium noftrum duohus terminis, ad Pa- 
tcham* Scilicet, & ad Fellum Sandi Michaelis per 
manum Pr^efiii LiocolniK. £t Civev Lincotnia 
fadant Prtepi^tum qoem voluerint de fe per anmim 
qui fit iAimu Nobii & m. Tcdibus his Huberto 
CantUM-ienfi Archiepilcopo, Willielmo Marelcallo, 
Guzfindo filio Petri, Hugone Bam Dafa 

per manum Willielmi ElienCs Epifcopi Cancdiarii 
nolfai apud Winton, 

William Longcha mp Sifitp <E4y, toaiChancilkr 
o/'England bifart hi taas CmficraUd Bljhap of that 
plait. Anqo i>ofmNl 111S9. i Jliohar i, and was 
depoftdjrom bit Cbanctllarjhip h.Jy. 1 191. So U»tt 
this Charter was dattd by htm, either it the Firji^ tr 
Seemtytar tflGng Richard the Firjl. 



Tork. I Johanms. 

Johannes Dei Gratia, &c. Sciatic nos concpfn^ Cart, i, 

Clvibus noftris de Eboraco omnes libenates & Joliaa. p. 

leges & cortfaetudinoruas&nominatimj^/^iunruant i- ■>• ?{■ 
MraitmMm it Hanfrs luas in Anglia, & Norman- N. 11. 
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nia, & Leftagii Aia per totam Coflatn maris quieia 
ficutci iinquam melius & liberi us habueniiit tempore 
R^is Henrici Avi patris noltri. Et volumus & firmi- 
ter prxcipimus, quod ^rsedifbs libertatcs & con- 
fuetudincs habcant & teneant cum omnibus libettati- 
bus przdifljc Giliit fute & Hanjis Aiis pcrtinrntibus, 
ita bene & in pace libere & quiete licut unquam me- 
lius tiberius & qutetius habuenint Ac tenuerunt tem- 
pore pnedifti Regis Hentici jfvi patris noftri, ficut 
Cana ejurdem Patris nodri & Carta Regis Ricardi 
fratris nodri raiionabitiler ledantur. Prxterea Sciatis 
DOS conceflifle & prxfenti Carta con6nnalle omnibus 
civibus nofh-is Eboraci quietanciam cujuflibet The- 

• FOTfen i^^^i^ ^ leftagii, & * Dewrec, & Pontagii, & Paf. 

de Wrec J^^gJJ ^ jg trefpas & de oinnibus Coftivis per totam 
Angliain & Normanniam, & Aquitaniam & And£- 
gaviam & Pi^aviam, & per omnes portus & Coftac 
mari; Anglise & Normanniae Aquitanise Andegaviae 
& Piflaviae. Quare volumus & firmiter pnccipimns 
quod inde lint quicti, & pro hibcmus ne quis fuper 
hoc difturbet fuper decern iibras foriiifactuTx, ficut 
Carta Ricardi Regis fratris noftri rationabiliter tcfta- 
tur. Teftibus G. Eboracenli Archtepilco- 

po. Ph. DuAelmenfi Epifcopo, Guafrido 

iilio Petri Comitis ElTex, &c. Data per manum 
S Wellenlis Archidiaconi U Johannis da 

Gray apud Eboracum Vicefimo quinto Dei Maittif 
Anno Regni noftri primo. 



Norwich, i "Johannis, 

Cart. I. TOhannes Del Gratia, &c. ArdHepifcopIs, &c. 

Johan. p. J Sciatis nos concefliffe Civibus noflris Norwici 

I. m. II, quod nullus eorum placitet extra Civiiatem Norwici 

"• H^ dc nuilo piacito prater placita de tenuris exterioribui, 

N. 21. ixceptis Monetariis & Miniftris noftris. ConcelH- 

mus eis etiam quietamiam murdri & Gawitam inira 

Civitatem, & quod nullus eorum facial duellum, & 

quod de placitis ad coronam pertinentibus fe pollint 

difrationare fecundum confueludinem Civitatis 

Lcndema, ii quod infra Civitatem illam nemo 

holpitetur 
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nofpitefiir vel capiat qincquam per v]ih;,l|oeetiaiti 
•onceffitniis ds, quod omrfn Oves Norwici fint quU 
eti de TbeldDco & Leflagis per totam An^amft p«^ 
portus maris, Sc quod nullus de mifeftcordn prann^ 
ju'dicetur fiifi feeundiim legem qaatn habent CWei 
tioftri London!^, & quod in Civitate iUa in nullo 
pladfo fU Mifkenntnga, k qiiod Huflinga femel id 
Cbdomadetaiitutateneatur & qttodtcrraa mas&.tenii-* 
/as, & vadia fua & de v(ta Aid oOinia juftc habcantJ 
quicunqua eia debeat, tc de terns &ui h^ teniujs tpiig 
infra Ciyitatcib Mntj rcAtim ei( teneatnr fecundunf 
4onfaetiidiBeiti pivitaiii, ,& de omnibiu ddiitii hiiit 
Ousc aocooimodata fiJeriiit apud Norwicum & dt va-^ 
dtis ibtdeiii hdoi pladui apud Norwicum teiettiturj 
£( £qiiis in tota Ahglia Thelonetto rel cpttTueludi^ 
nemab hontimbus Norwici ceporiti poA^ux" 'P'^ ^ 
reflo dJEttSJftrit, Prapafitiu'Sorviid ffamMmie fpm 
^orwiciAn ^piat. JHas pr^di^f confiietiklina eii 
(lOncdCmdl ft omnes alias libcrtn^ft l&xru eon-'. 
&ietudidei ^as babuerunt & h^at Civet noftii 
ffOndonift, quando radioret vel Itberlorea habqer&ilj 
fbcundum libcrtJltes Londonin & lege» CiVitatic 
Norvrid. Quare volumiis it finatter pr«cipimU|^ 
^od ipfi Gives & hercdes eoram h«c omnia prae- 
diSd cUtti Civitate it pertinehtiis ejus hartditarle ha- 
hemt ii tdiiantAt nabts ii hieredibus tuftrit, reddendo 
per annum Centam Sc b£Io libras Sterlingorum blan- 
ceas de Civitate Norwici pei^ manum Prkpt^t Nor^ 
^ci ad ScatciHufri noftrtOn' in tcrAiin'o SaHiX i/&' 
Chadis. £t Civc« Norvrici' f^ciartt Pn^pbfitos dtf- T^ 
.per anndm,' qili rmt idanti mbh St tit. Teftibt^ 
H. . Sar. Epifeopo, . S^^ 

WellenTi Archidiacontf J. de Gr. 

Data per manum H. Cantuarieniis Archl* 

dlacoru' Cancdiarii noflri apud Genom. 
ViceGonofianmdDcfie Siptaabiii aimo Resjtu nbflaj 
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* In the Chappel of the RoUsy in tire BtmJU 
bf Returns of Parlement Writs^ in tbd 
14 g^Qijcen Elizabeth. 

N.' aj. fTI O all Chriftian People to whom this prefent 
J_ Writing (hall come. I Dame Dorothy Pack- 
ingtm Widow, late Wife of Sir John PaciingtoH 
Knight, Lord and Owner of the Town of Ayltjburj^ 
fendeth Oreeting, Know ye. Me the faid Dame* 
Dorothy Patiingion, te have Chofen, named and ap* 
^inTed my trufty and well-beloved TTjomas Lkhftld 
and G'lrg' Burden Efquires, to be my Burgefles of 
my faid Town of Aylejbury. And whatfoever the 
bid Thomas and George, Burgefies, (hall do in the 
Service of the Queens Highnefs in that prefent Far- 
liament to be holden at Weftmnfter the Eighth Day 
of May next enfuing the date, hereof, I the fame 
Dame Dorothy Paeiingtm do ratifie and approve to be 
my own A&, as fully and wholly as if I were or 
might be prefent there. In witncfs whereof, to thefe 
Prdimts I h«ve fet my Seal, tlie Fourth Day of May, 
in the 14th Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady 
Miizabtthf by the Gmceof God, of Engiand, Frams 
and IrilanJ, Queen, Defender of the Faith, i^e. 



In the Chappel (f the RoUf, an J Bundle of 
. Returns ofParlement Writs this Tear. 

N° 24. ■TTcc Indentara fii£b spud Aylefbury in Comita- 
JLx '" Bucks vicelimo octavo die Septembns An- 
no Kegni Doming noftra Elixabethse Dei Grwta 
Angliae, Francix & Hiberniie Regnix Fidei Defen- 
fotis, tsff, Viccfimo Oftavo, Inter Edwardum Bui* 
ftrode Armigenim Vicecomitem Comitatus praediM 
ex una parte & Johancm Packingtofi Armigerum 
Dominum Burgi de Aylclbury, & Comunitatem jeuf- 
dem ex altera parte Tdlatur. Quod pra:cti£tus Joanes 
Packington, & Comunitas gufdcm Burgi &c VtU« 
virtute Warranti ejufdem Vicecoaiitis Balhvopradidi 
Johati- 
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Johannis Packington direSi die & Anno ptxdiflia 
di^erunt Thomam Tafburgh & Thomatn Scot Ar- 
migcros Eflendos Burgenfcs pro Burgo & Villa pne- 
^Iflo, ad Parliamentuni Dominx Rdgnix apud 
Weftmonafterium Quirito decinlo die OdtobHspro- . 
ximo futuro tenendum. Et quod idem Burgenfea 
plenariam &fu£cientem du poiellacum pro fe, Bur- 
go, & Villa pricditf^is habcnt ni conrentieEiduin en 
dux tunc ibidem pro Gomurii Conlilio ejuCdem Par- 
Iiamenti pro iitilitate Rcgni Angliie ad diSum Parlia^ 
mentum favente Deocontigerintordinari. In cujus 
Hci Teftimoniiim tam prasdiflus Johanes Packing- 
ton St Comunnicas Vills pnedJdta:, Quam prxdic- 
tus Vicecomes fi^lla fua hiis Indenturis alternatiid 
appofuerunt die k Antio fupra-diftis. 



Jtes Peticions des Citizeins de Bur^eis, 

ANoflrc Sdgneur le Roi,Si fori noble Confeit ihon- iRot. farfj 
ftrent fes Citefzeihs de la Citce dc Londrts, que ^46. Ed. 3* 
come ilsneientd'onc vivre, fi non pur Ibiir Tfavaille N, 46._ 
& Franchife, fuf queuJt Frafichife la dit Citee eftoit N.° ij) 1 
Fundus. Et a caufe la ditc Franchilc ils fotqient Tra^ 
vailler per TerreSi Meer en divers Tcrtes \ fair lour 
ptofit, par quelle Travaille ils foloient de divel-s Ter- 
res amelher divers Merchandifes a Grant Cofnund 
profit de Tout la RoiaJihC Derigleterre, ^ Grant 
■ Eydc & Alaintenance de la dite Citee, Aiftenance U 
encrefce del Navy de Id dire Ttrf C. E( ore tard louif 
dites Franchefes font tolIiifcenContre la Grante noRrtf 
dite Seigneur le Roy, fes hoble Progenitors Enreales 
de foiiz lour Tealez & encontre la Grant Chartre, 3i 
Grant Detlruccion fi bieh da dite Citce, Conl'unes 
Damages de Ja Terre, Comealdire Navie, fuf qOoy 
ils priont que lour plefe avoir Regard, que la dite' 
Citee eft funduz fur lesditz Franchifes, fapnz qiwatf 
lis ne poient la dite, Citee Mayniener, ne les 7'axes 
&TIutre8 Charges poftSr coftie iis Coloicai faife, fuf 
qUoy ils priont qu'ils puiflent avoir louz dites Fran-' 
chifes folonc la Grant naftre dit Seigneur le Roi, lc« 
m>ble Progenitorts, & la Grant Chanrt. £t Quel 

.Da - thifll* . 
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^Iticlt Granti, & Confirmements des Fnn«tiile^ 
ioient faits as loz alires Citees & Boroghs du Ro- 
ialme. 
Ko. Declarent en erpecial Queles FranehiTe^ loar fenf 

ToHuz, 2c Drok low: fena fait. 



Tftetoro. +TEC Indentura teflatur quod virtute cajafdanr 

Brev Pari. Jf^ brevis Domini Regis Roberto HakebecU 

*M^"/:^ ■! vicecomitr CantcbrigiK dircili & huic Indeture con- 

N. zt. {^jj^ f^^2 proclamatione in proximo Comitatu Can^ 

B 'efli"' tebrigiiE apud Cantcbrjgian tenro die Jovis proxioicr 

cho^D in '^'^ feflum Apoftoloruth Simonis & Jude, Anno 

the Couii- ^^6"' Regis Henrici quinii poft Conqsdlum feCuti' 

ty-Coan. ^°t Alexander Wef^merland, Johanes Knapton^ 

iz Bur- Robertus Gerneys, Aianus Hobcrd, Robertas At- 

gettei tilbrigg. Hen. Topclef, Johanes Sextejin, Thomas 

Kiedon. Wexchaundeller, Johannes Abraham, Willielmu* 

Hifton, Johanes Lufterc,. & WilUdmui Buke< 

Burgenles de Burgo CanEabrrggix, qui proclaihationt 

illi inter fuerunt e/egerunl Jshanim Gretithm*^ W J0r 

hanetn Hoiyntan duos Burgmfii pre Burjt f>rt£iia tjf 

liffinjil totius Communitatis Btirgi prtdi^i cfibnd. ad 

Darliamenium di£ii Domini Regis tencri. ordinaium 

apud WeAminfleriuin die lane proxiqio poll oclaba* 

ianfli Martini proximo futur. Qutq^iidem Burgoi- 

fes picnam & fufBcientem poteflatem habent prole & 

Communitatibus Burgi predial ad faciend. Sc coq- 

IVntiendum hiis que tunc ad difti;ai parliamcntum 

favente Domino ordinari contigerit. In cu^s rd 

teHitnonium tam predi^us Vieecumesquam predi<^f 

Alex. Johanes, Robertus, Alanus, Robertus, Hen- 

ilcus, Johanes, Thomas, Johanes, Williclmusv 

Johanes, & Willielmus, prercnHbus Indentiltis Si-, 

gilla fua alternatiai appofitentnt. Sal, loco die ie. 

anno fupra-di^^ 



'ftetom. T TEC Indentura tefiaflirquodrtrtutecujiifdaiD p^i. ', 
Brev.parl. J_ _J cepti Domini Regis, Richardo Wright M^t«i! 
'7 H. 6^ Cantabrigie fa£ta proclamaticnc in proxima Curiali- , 
H.- zy. beiiatis Vilk j>redideieata]^ARce|>uooeni'3ufdein; 

prtceptr 
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precept! die Veneris proximo ante feftum purificatio- 
nis beate Marie Virgins, Anno Rcgni Regis Henrici 
Scxti port Conqiieftum Viceflipio fe,'tiino Kicharclus 
Andrewe, Johannes N eel, TJiomas Harman, Jo- 
hannes Scot, Johannes Colbrok, Johannes Lawe^ 
Robertus Garland, & Johannes Heinewell, Burged- 
fes Ville prcdi£te qui prnctainatione preditSefucrunT, 
& illi o^o fecundutn confuetudincm IJbertstis Ville 
predide eligerunt Willielmum X^ni^ys _& Johannsm E;»ht 
Croft duos Burgenfes idoneos pro Communiljte pre- Eleflof 
di^i Burgi Cantahrigie qui p)en:iin & fufBcieniem ftcundam 
potcllatem pro fe & Communitate Burgi prediif^i ha- confueiu- 
bent, ad faciendum & confenciendum fuper hiisque dinem 
in Parliumenio Domini Regis apud Weftjnlniler Libertatu 
duodecimo die Fcbruarii proximo futuro teneri ordi- V""!*?* 
nsri contigerit juxra formam precepti prediifli. Iij 
cujus rei teftimoniuin predifSi Richardus Andrewe, 
Johannes Ned, Thomas Hayrman, Johannes Scot^ 
Johannes Colbrok, Johannes Lawe, Robertus Gar.- 
Jand, & Johannes HeDicwel prefenti Indentui^e Si- 
gilla fua appofueruiit dat, die loco ^ anno fupr^r 



HE C Indentura fsQa inter Johannem Harleftbn fietorn. 
Armigenjm Vicecomitem Comitaius Canta- Brev.Parl, 
jbrigie ex una parte & Majorem Bal)ivo&& Comitates a9 H. 6, 
V>Ile Cantabrigis ex parte altera, teftaiuf quod idem "■ *^- 
Vicecomes apud Caflrum Cantabrigie in picno Co- nu„.ir,. 
mitatu fuo ibidem tento die Tovis decimo quinto dip f■}^,fe„ ^^ 
Oflobris Anno Rtgni Regis Henrici Scxti Victflimo ,(,5 Coum 
tiono virtute brevis Demini Regis prefentibus confu- ty.Qoact. 
ti, & prcfato Vicecomiti dire^i, eligi feci per oflo 
perfonas fecundum confuetudinem Vilisei* prcdifle. Eight 
Videlicet per Ricardum Togcod, Heiirlcum Sjm- Eieflori 
inellbn, Johannem Sergeant, Bentdiflum Morys, '•'^'""""'1 
Thomam Hunmale, Johannem Sexteyn, Willid- j^"^|^""" 
mum Alreth, tt Robertum Damay, tunc ibidem vjn* 
prefentes duo Burgenfes Burgi predii5tf magis idoneos ' 

It difcretos juxta formam prcdi£ti brevis videlicet Jo- 
hannem Cooke, & Johannem Barton Ville piedid^e 
plenam potellaiem & fufiicientum habemes ad con- 
(i;|)9i^r;du;u ^ faciendum in parliau^cfitg in dJ<fto 

P 3 Vm\ 
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brevj rpeciiic^to quod di^um brcive in fe exigit & rC" 
Quiriijuxta rormam ejufdem brevUpro kit Commu. 
nitaie VJIIe Ic Burgi predifii divilim. In cujus rei 
teltlmonium tarn predi£tus Vicecomes quam predl<fli 
^ajor, & o^o Burgenfes Ville predidte Sigiila fua 
prdeniibus Tndenturis alrernatim appofupnint data dw 
/Vnno le lopo fupra-di£ii$. 



Patent i "ijX X Inrgper Voluinm at per prefentes ordma- 
J*^*- •" y'j mils & dc uberlori gratia nollra fpeciali pro no- 
capdla jjij jierejibus & fgcceflbribus noftri^ concedimus pre- 
■^' fato Majori Bailivis $e Burgcnflbus ii SucccfToribus 
Nova*'' ^"'* 1'""^ '" Pf rpeiuum fint It erini in Bprgo prcdi^lo 
Wiudror- *''§'"'' °^° homines vel aliquis alius numerus qon 
" excedcns numerum iriginta m numero tantum, de 
melioribgs & probioribus 1 n habit an ti bus ejufdem 
Btirgi de tempore in tempus in hujurmodi modo &' 
forma cligendos $i condituendos ^h/ fx aniiquo tf 
lejrjpsrilius relroaSlt! fecundum otdinat'toves, fff^i ^ 
ccnfuftudii em Burgi illiusanlthar afifuer&nti^ canfuivf.- 
ruM, quicrunt, vocabuntur, & nominabuntur fratres 
GuildhaJI Burgi de Nova Windfor,ac Cccotitinuabun- 
t^r & pemianf bunt in Fraternitaie ilia quamdiu fefe 
tetic gellcrint ineadem, Nifi interim pro aliqua caiifa 
raiionabili ab officio ^ loco prediiflis atnovebunmr, 
3Ut corum aliquis amovebitnr Qui quidem fraires 
fic in forma Superius fpecifjcati, plrfli, prefedti & 
nominati facient & erunt, & inperpetgum fuiuris tem- 
ppribus vocabuntur <Qm'Kiirte Coupliutn Burgi predi£li 
pro omnibus rebus, nia:eiii$, cagfis ^ negotiis Bur- 
gum prcdiflumac bonum regimep, Siatum, &Gu- 
bernaticnem ejufJem Burgi tangeniibus five con- 
cerneptibus ac erunt de tempore in tempus adinentes 
^ auxiliantcs Mnjcri ^ Bailivis ej^fdcin Burgi pr-o 
tempore exiflentibus, in omnii'gs caufis & niaierijs 
eundem Eurgum tangeniibus live concerner)tibus vo- 
lumus ; ip fuper ac per prefentes pro iiobi^ heredibus 
& fuccefT.iribus noftris orriinamus & coneedinius quod 
CK numero preditfto fratrupi Guildlialde Burgi pre- 
;dicli fic ut preiertur eleflorum & pr^fe^orum eligen- 
fl;rum & prtfieiendorum tres decim earum in perpe- 
fuupi de cetera er^nr, & voc^buntur acqominabyi^- 
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tgr Socii Anglice Ie5 Benchers Burgi prediiQi, ac 
Miam erunt & pcrpctuJs Cuturis temporibus vocabun- 
tur, & nominabuntur Socii, Anglice Bemhers of iht 
CuUdhall infra Burgum prcdidlum ac informa infer- 
lus in prefcntibus oientionata dc tempore in tenipus 
d^ntur & fonftituentur £x quoque quidem rres de- 
fim Socionim numero He ele^orum & prefedloniin 
eligendonim & preliciendorum decern eorum Inper- 
petuum de cctcro erunt, yocabuntur, & nominabun- 
tur Aldermani live Primarii Socii Anglice Ics Chiefe 
Benchers Burgi illius. Qui quidem Aldermani five 
Primarii Socii Angiice les Chhfe Bmchtrs Burgi pre- 
di£ti de tempore in tempus cligendi & conftiiuendi 
' informa infcrius in prefentibus mentiQnata & exprclTii 
de tempore in tempus eligentur ^ conflituentur, £x 
quoque quidem decern A'dermannorum numero unus 
Anuatim elegetur in otHcium Majoris Burgi predi6ti, 
tnodo it forma infcrius Specificatis, & Oflicio Majoris 
Burgi prcdifti peradlo deinde perpctuis fu'turis tem- 
poribus erii, vopabiturSi nihilominus remanebit unus 
de Aldermannis five Primariis Soclis, Anglice lez' 
Chiefe Benchers Burgi predict, £t ulterius volmus 
0C per prefentes pro nobis heredibus U Succeilbribus 
noliris ordinamqs quod decetero in perpetuum fint ^ 
Brunt in Burgo predi^o duo Ballivi in numero tati- 
tum de fratribus Burgi prcdi^i in forma his lit«'i; 
|*atcntibus Spepifi^ata fligendi, tf conllitiiendt. 
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A. 

'^hSara, a; 

T^ Jiingtcm maie^imth, 51 

4nauUl-CaJllt, on wUm it hcM, and wbM it paid. 



«4 



Mamimj, 48 

BtrMftafU, on wlion it hd^d, and wlio thor Paaroa in 

the CoDqueror'i Ami, ^ 
^artK4 of tendvt, wbo, and why lb called. Afptnd. 36 
i8«/£, when nadeaBargh, on whom it heldi iodwfaat 
' ii paid, 31— ij6 
BUjtmjta, what, JptimJ. 10 ' 
9<^n(», 96 

fitflen Cafe about EleAiont, ijp— No BnrgeA'et ftat 
' from thence to Parlcmciii for many Kings Reign^ 

156 -^ ■■■■■■ 
BriJfoTl, i;i 

fc " " CafcabootEfcaionofBorgeffet, \%% . 
Bridffwaitr, ij6 
Bridul, what it itieanj, Jpptmd. 40 

$neHmgbam, on whom it held in tlie Con(|neFQi*l time* 
' 1 1 — Under the ProtefUon of Foisign Xordi and Pa- 

Buciinghamfiirt, i ri 

Bitrgb, a German Word, i— From whence derived, and 

' what fignifiej, 2, j^How and when Buvghs becam^ 

Parlementar^, 53 — What they were in the &mm«u 

iioies, and va (be Reign of jyUUam tbs CoD^tManr^ 

' ''"" ' , ' ' ' "■' ' ■ ■ 6™^ 
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6—18 — Maoy of oar prereot onei not foum] fa 
Jhmijiaj, ga — All hsd their Patron* and Proteflora, 
»7— When their free Condition begin, 30— Erefled 
and confirmed by the King's Grants, jo^Why callei] 
p Ftu, 10—33, 100— iio;— What their Freedom was, 
and wherein it coofifted, 33— Which or them fent 
BtttselTes to Parlement, 73 — Why oiltd Dimeajk, 8; 
*-EIow Amercied by King Ed-ward the Third, 81 — 
Their Origin from their Charters, 92, loS— ^uch as 
were ereQed by Earls had their Dominion from the 
King, ibid — The Sherifli dircAed whtctt of them 
Ihoald fend Burgefles to Parlement, i ic— Many never 
ient BurgefTea conftantly till 1641 and 1642, and the 
Rcafons for thii lotermiAon, no, See. 

SuTFtffii, when 6rS fummoDed to Parlement, 53, ;4— 
Their Compliance with the King's Demands callett a 
Grant, 58 — None (ummOned to Parlement the zzd of 
Edtuari the Firft, 61— How taxed when not fan»- 
inoned, 66— Had their Paironi and Proteftors, 27— 
Not fummoned to Parlement befdre the zjd of Ed- 
wDttrd the Firft, 6g — They were didinA from the 
^lii dt RigHt, 70^They gave one Third more thak 
the Efrls, Barons, and Knights, ibid — Why fum-: 
noned to Parlement, 7 i—Frequeqily excufed upon 
Account of their Poverty, 121 — They never com- 

, plained for being omitted, 116— Who were Eleflors, 
137— They only named in the Dorfe of Writs, 133, &c. 
—Sometimes chofen in the County-Courts, 158 — Of 
Duwwich, not to marry their Sons and Daughters but 
by the Kiikj's Licence, Apptnd. 14— They paid Tal- 
lagl) for their free Trading and Liberties, toi-— 105 

Burgi Daminiei Righ, what they were. 73 — 10; 

fiurgh-Lawsof ^f«r/an^, when Arft publiihed, 32-— What 
freedom was given by them, 34 

c, 

Camiridge, 1^9 

Centiriury, how many Burgefles, and on whom they 
held in the Conqueror's time, 17"' 

Charter of the Conqueror granted at the Requefl of If'il-, 
liant Bilhop of Lendea, to the Citifrfis, zS — Inter- 
preted, i( was a Proteftion ra^er than a Charter, ib. ~ 

ChUhJIir, «4 

CirMf^f/r anliently nt» Burgh, i6\ 

Cinfcns, vid. Bvhss^ibs 
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Ci'^mft! pem'tnUtty what they were, 73 

Clergy, when firft funinioiied to ParlemCDt by tbelr 

Proxi«. 72 
Colleflor's Accounts, 60 , 

CoUJhtlU, 2S 

CommonaUiet, or Cotntnunitiei of Citiei And Byrght hf 
whom Ereded, 3 o— Interpreted to be a felefl Num- 
' ber, 36, 41— What confiicuies them, and when they 
firft began in fraaw, 31— Large Immunities granted 
to (hem by William the Second, Henry ihe PirXl. and 
"Kati^ Stiphen, 32 — Of London, by whom, and whea 
granted, 41 — Of Routn in Franet, ibiJ — They wete 
diftinft from other Burgeffea, 43— When the ufe-of 
CorporatioH'Seals began, 52 — Signify the Goveroinr 
Party, 131 

Cemmumiatii, and nil* 4ffnifiu, the fam^ 137, 
&c. 

Compofition for Taxes admitted by the King. 59 

Critklait, on whom it held, wbiit it paid to the Kin^* 
anaits Patroot, 25, 26 - , / , ~\ ly 

DantgiU, what, Jppind. 11 

pat/id King of Scotland, fail Bargcflcs ihould be trct 

to buy and fell, 34 
Dirly, 142 
Pemeafn Cities and Burghs what they were, Sz^Whf 

recalled, 85— Their Number in the Reign q( EJ. 

•ward the Third, 36 
Di'vonfiiirc, 117, 118 
^w«r b^rntby the/Mui-i, 72 
punvilch, bowi and by whom held in the Conqueror's 

and Confeflbr's time, 6 

% 

Edtoard the Second demaqds Aid of the Citizens of 

London againft the Queen, 37 
Eleaions, how to be made where no Charterer Cufr 

torn, 127— Made by Bailiffs with the AlTeni of 

the Communities, 133 
Eleftors of Burgefles, who, ^^J 
Eiuagimn, whatit means. Append. 14 
f.xctjter, how it Iteld in Uie voDijuerot's time, 8—137- 
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thi index. 

fy, on whom it beld In the Coii&Aor't line, and thg 
Nanbcf of BurgeAs, }0 



Vet Farmi, the Original, S; 

Fifteenth granted to Edioerj the Wirk, 54— -Several CX' 

ties. Counties ynd Abbeys Compt^t. foi them, ;q; 

Ac—Upon what sccouat gr«nted,' and liow fettfed^ 

8i 
ftUwtal, whatit figni6(s, Apftni. )S 
France (King of) calls hit Communitic) to WW, 37 
Free-Tcnanu, who they were, 65 



Gtrr/givt, what it figniliM, jfpftnd'tfi 

GtTtfiimma, what it meant, Apfind. 19 1 . i 

GMa MereaUria titplaiatd, Apptad. l^¥'n, 'iS.Z'o.Ibi'.'. 

Claufifitrjbirt, l|J 

Oraamipamt made a Borgh by Jtbn Eari of CvrMoall, (fi 

/foe/a, what, Apftnd- 14. l 

Hedat made a Burgh by King yoha, 99 

Billifi«n, 9* 

AiMry rhe Second piade Pre/len a Bui^h, 98 

iitri/ard, ific Namber of ^le Bat^elKt, and how taxe4 

in Doniifdaj, ij. Hi 
Higham Ftrrtri, 50 
HuHtingiBK, 15^) 
— — ■■ the Nuinber of Bnrgefle^, 01) w)iom the* 

held, and what they paid, 19 
- Peiiiioo of, 46 



Jittfiengi, how interpreted, Afftitd. 38 

I. 

Jwfmpbtf, whatit Bgnilies, Append, it 

^«A> £arl of Ctrown// made Graunipent a Burgh, 96 

- " Earl of MtritoM irnde Lamitfitr a Burgh, 98 

^i; Eldefl Son of the Duke of Britain made .Akj^ 

■ wnu/ a Burgh, 99 ' . 

■— K>»g «« J?'sA"f<' "1™* ^^** ■ Burgh, 99 -""J rtijii^ 
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tnt 1 N D E 3C; 

on whom it facld« nd wlutt HtugeBu in Ae 

Coafcffor'i time, 10 



tagtm exptained, Jffvid. 14. 
tfottepire, 419 . 

lancafitr, wlieii, andbf whom ma<Ie a llatgTi,.(}S' 
haiutfitH, wh«ii« and by whom made a Burgh, 94 
Law-worthy, who, andby what meaasmaile fb, 29 
Ltirvyiti' what it figQifiei, Apftnd. 20 ■ 
Lifeatd, when, and by whom made xBnrgti^ g{ 
Z^tffiiflR explained, Apttui. 11 . 
Zrvr, whatitmeani) Jpfiad. is 
^Ltwti, on whom it held, and what It paid, ia 
'hiiiferd, hotvhckliiithe Comjueror*! time, 9 

L^ndem, I1S 

* When cotiflituted' a Community, 38, 3J-" 

When divided iaco Wards, ibid-^Who to choole the 
Mayor. Aldermen and Sheriff's, 39 — 41 — ^The Con- 
queror'* Cfaaiter, a Protcdion only, 18— How inter- 
raeted, 29— No llranger to be lodged there, 36— As 
Example for all other Citie«, Sec. 66-^A Grant to 
the Citizens of, 37— 'Pounded on the Fimncfaifeft 
granted by the Kinj^i of ^gland^ 10^ 

t^vitbUl, 96 

M. 

ttt^ark (Sir H^/liam,J declared dulf rfeOed Kaifefi ftr 

Ceicii/rr, i»9 
Mayor and Sheriff! c( iMdun the MaBMr- of eteAin;, 

Majer and CmmtuMltj diftisA ironi rit oilWr BsrjellM, 

Merchants^ who thoy anciently were, jj 
Jtf^fSMttjr explained, Append. 3S. 
Murdrum, hew underAood, Apptnd. 36 

N, 

UtTthampitn, the Number of Burgeflb, Ilid on iriKtti 

it held in the Conqueror'j Time, 15 
Jitnt/Uh, the Number of SurMlTej, and on whoitL tbe^ 

held, 6 

Qx/trdi 
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The 1 K D E X 
o. 

Oxfifi, 14X 

P. 

FaapuM and Paffaglum interpreted, Jpptml. tl 
Parlcroent-BuTgha, what they were, and when they £rll 

began, 5J 
Ptv^tf, on whom it held, how many Borgeflei^ and 

what they paid, xa 
Flymptaitt by whom erefled ints a Snrgb, 9S 
Fmtagii^, what, Jpptnd is 
Peri-Reet/e, from whence derived, iS 
Fertfika, whit, Apptnd, 39 n 

Prelcripcioa only cannot make a Burgb, 161 J4#B<iM«Aa. , 
' Not allowed againll the Liberties of *Pree 

Burgha, 'Append. 10 
J^r^es made a Bnrgh by Htmry the Becond, 98 
Pracuraiorei Cliri, when £rft fummooed, 72 
Froteftion and Charter of I,tnd»n i& dit ConqQeroi*» 

time ih« fame, 38 

R. 

Regard and Regarder*, what sAd who, Jpfeni. io 

JlrgiMoU Earl of Carnviiall, his Charter to Trsra, gi, . 'JUt. 

Returni of Writi the £rft that are extant, 133^^/ 

SeJIaB, 134— Of 5rr/?D/, j^S—Oi Exctjfir, IJ7— . 
-Of Lsadimi isS—Of Tcri, ni—Of Ptrfy, Iffinicb 

and 0;5Ary, ibid— Of Wallingford, 144— Of //ir^«» 

147^-Of Rtadiitg, Windfir, Ltw, Tarmeatb, and 
'»>///, \4^i,tec.—0iBridp»rl,Ci,lcheftir,WaT^UiAnd 
_Lim»ln, i$o— Of Grimfy, Rttbtfitr, Balh and 

Sridgioalfr, 153— Under no certain Form, 161 — — -■■, 

Their Formfince Htury the Eighth, i64J<u>Vw^t*' ^7 '^ '^ 
RUbard Earl of CarwuttUl, made Umifitm aad Ij/far/ 

Burghs, 9; ■ 

RUhmand, b/whom made a Surgh, 99 
Rathijltr, 155 
Realtnt, when ereCked into a Burefat and on whom it 

held, ^^ 
SfMtBgr, OD whom it held, and how maoy ButgeOes ia 

the Conijueror's time, 18 

S»em, 
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£tff0, what it fignifiM, Apftmi, II 

Saiifiury, when made a City, aad granted to the Biftofi 

as hii proper Demealiit loi^now lalliged by tlK 

BiOiop, ibid 
Sahefi, by whooi mile a Borgb, 97 
Steiale, what it means, jtppinil. \i 
Seili of CommuDiciei, when firft ofed, 52 
Sheriffs at Grit direfted what Burghi fltoald f«d BuT' 
• gefles to Fafleraent, no, Ac 
Sheriffs judge what Burghs weie able to lend Bor- 

gcflet toParleoifDl, iz; 
— — — — The f eaibn why they retnraed Nan /uat fbm 

'Burgt, &c. 116 

They were never eomplaiacd ;^aiaft, or qoef^ 



lioned fw Tuch Return!, ii6 

Siiea, what, Jfpmd. 1 1 

Smhamptan, on whom it held, and what it paid, tt 

Siallagium, how interpreted, Apfmd. is 

Stagtrd, the Nambcr of Burgefles, and on whom dwy 

. held, zo 

S/Bjj'fl/-*', 153 > 

T. 

Tallage, why paid and impored, 101 — Paid by CldlcM 

. and fiurgclTH for free Tradingand their Liberfiei, v^,£$. 

TaminMvth, a; 

7miniiin, bow many Burgeflcs, and what they paid, 31 

Taxes how anciently levyed, 80 

Tenants in antient Demeafas dillioS Menben in Par- 
liament from BurgelTei, 77— Sometimes omitted, ia 
Commiffione, 79 — By whom rcprclented, i6z 

Theam explained, Apptnd. 1 1 

Vhttfurd, the Number cf Bnrgefles, and on whom they 
held in ihe Confeflbr's time, 5 — The Cafe of the 
Right of Eleftois, 168 

Toll, what it figiriges, Affiad. II 

Teriian difcharged from fending BurgeJIes upon dteir Pe- 

' [ition 10 the King, 127 

Towns ihatfent Reprefentatives toparlement, and paij 
Tenths, were not all of them Burghs, 75^PrequeBt< 
ly Hgnilies Community, 137 

Tradeimen in the Saxons and Conquerot'a time had their 
Patrons, 27 — They were the ancient fiurgelTei and 
.Merchants, 35 

Trtr*, 
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wboin made i 
i/llt how mao; 
tt (key paid) 



iTrmra, by whom madeaBurgh, 93 ^^ , 

Tuii^-Cajllt how maoy Biu^pflea* Oa whoA tltey hittii 
and what (key paid) «> 






WtUi„gfiri, i4*3a. 

^ How and i*bM it held u Ae Coiifeffi>r*a 

• IFarwici, 153 
V«rwM-Cafe about EleftioB of thnr BurgeflVs, 131^ 

On whom ic held, and by whom tand. 14 
mUi, ici 
WiUjhirt, no 
Wind/er, 148 

Wvrctfttrfiire, li;— -n^ 
»>«-, wh«t it fi^ifies, ,l5#^«/ 14 
Writs and Retuint from the 17 of £AVi ^ Foartb* <4> 
i'^w. the Sixih, all loft, 164 

Y. 

Tanuuth, when made a RoyaJ Borgb, tud what \i paU 
to the Kng, 4-^74— Why caHed a Fret Burgh, 7+-i 
How it held in the CoDfcffor's time, 4 

— ^ How mmjr MutfioAi. and how taxed in OmiFi 
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